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Introducing and Defining the Concept of a Worldview
Session 1
Objectives: By the end of this session you should be able to:

1. Understand the schedule, assignments, and grading for this class.

2. Begin to understand some of the challenges and problems inherent to the worldview concept.

3. Start the process of defining what a worldview actually is.

4. Begin to appreciate the complex and sometimes ambiguous relationship between worldviews and religions.
I. Where are we headed in this class?
II. What is a “worldview”?
A. The Potential Problem of a Sight-oriented Bias:

B. A Working Definition:

[A worldview represents] ‘the fundamental cognitive, affective, and evaluative presuppositions a group of people make about the nature of things, and which they use to order their lives.’ Worldviews are what people in a community take as given realities, the maps they have of reality that they use for living.

Paul G. Hiebert, Transforming Worldviews, 15

C. Highlighting Key Elements in This Definition:

1. Cognitive:

2. Affective:

3. Evaluative:

4. Presuppositions:

5. Community:

6. A “Map” for Living:

III. What This Class Can and Cannot Accomplish:

A. Comprehension versus Comprehensive:

B. Journey versus Arrival:

C. Trajectory versus Perfection:

IV. The Relationship Between Religions, Cultures and Worldviews: Preliminary Perspectives:

A. When can we call a religion a worldview?

B. The Reality of Additional Worldview-shaping Factors:

C. Venn Diagrams to Help Illustrate Some Possible Relationships:

V. Conclusion and Application: The Graphic Organizer
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