Principles of Worship Change

1. semper reformanda: we should constantly evaluate our practices in the light of Scripture

2. must be purposeful change: not for change’s sake; “more committed to God than to change”; the goal is worship, not change
3. much prayer

4. a commitment not to alienate or disenfranchise a segment of the congregation (point is not for one group to win)

5.  the leadership must TEACH the people (explain the WHY): challenge them to a mature response. (We are called to give up our own prerogatives for Christ., Luke 9:23; we are called to sublimate our own desires for the common good, Phil. 2:3.)

6.  “Make haste slowly;” incrementally (to preserve the unity of body)


QUOTES
“When I first became a Christian, about fourteen years ago, I thought that I

could do it on my own, by retiring to my rooms and reading theology, and

wouldn't go to the churches and Gospel Halls; . . . . I disliked very much

their hymns which I considered to be fifth-rate poems set to sixth-rate

music. But as I went on I saw the merit of it. I came up against different

people of quite different outlooks and different education, and then

gradually my conceit just began peeling off. I realized that the hymns (which were just sixth-rate music) were, nevertheless, being sung with devotion and benefit by an old saint in elastic-side boots in the opposite pew, and then you realize that you aren't fit to clean those boots. It gets you out of your solitary conceit.”  (C.S. Lewis, “Answers to Questions on Christianity,” in God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics, pp. 61-62)

“How do we love one another and defer to one another in the selection of church music?  First, we must constantly search our hearts for evidence of selfishness. Are we seeking to have it our own way or to serve our brothers and sisters?  Forsaking selfishness means seeking to honor the preferences of others as much as we can.  Yes, we must also consider questions of quality and appropriateness, as I plan to do later in this book.  But we should be aware of our tendency to confuse those questions with questions of taste.  And we should resolve that if anyone in the church is to be offended over a mere matter of taste, it should be us rather than someone else.

“Therefore, unless it can be shown to be inappropriate for worship, everyone's music should be heard:  old people's and young people's music; European, African American, and other ethnic music; complex music and simple music.  This is how we defer to one another-- serve one another-- in the body of Jesus Christ.”  (John Frame, Contemporary Worship Music: A Biblical Defense, p. 25) 

“There are congregations all around the country now that have multiple worship services, each in a different style to cater to the appetites of different target groups.  What emerges is a conglomeration of separate congregations under one roof, each sub-congregation expecting that its felt needs be met.  This often results in a group selfishness that does anything but integrate the whole body of Christ.”  (Leonard Payton, “How Shall We Sing to God,” in The Coming Evangelical Crisis, p. 201)

“I fear that attempting to satisfy personal preferences may honor selfishness while further destroying the unity of the church.”  (Robert A. Pyne, Northwest Bible Church Worship Task Force)

“The key is that Worship Principles (these or others) cannot merely be acted on; to become effective, they must be taught and retaught and retaught (in all manner of ways at all levels of a church) until they become the culture of a church. They need to become “values” of the worshipers themselves, or things will always degenerate back to people’s preferences based on whatever meaningful experiences they’ve had. The power of “I like what I know” and/or “this is cool” are very hard to overcome, until people come together to say: This is about Jesus and about the whole body.”  (Craig Allen)

Our "me" generation with their "What's in it for me?" attitude must be led to a fuller mentality of worship by people more committed to God than to change.

Ronald Allen & Gordon Borror, Worship: Resdiscovering the Missing Jewel (Portland: Multnomah Press, 1982), p. 189
