68

The Nature of the Gospel

r—

-
e

Soteriology: God's Rescue Program

Dr. Rick Griffith » Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary * BibleStudyDownloads.org



What would you say?

Write your answer on a
piece of paper.

¢

A person was just In a car accident and has
only one minute to live. He says to you,
“How can | know if I will go to heaven?”




What is the Gospel that saves us?

How do we “contend for the faith
that was once for all entrusted to the
saints” (Jude 3) if we don t even
know what that faith is?




Repentance
What is it?




Repentance

Is it “to turn from sin”?




Repentance

“No evangelism that
omits the message of
repentance can properly
be called the gospel, for

sinners cannot come to
Jesus Christ apart from a
radical change of heart,
mind, and will.”

John MacArthur, The Gospel According to Jesus
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988), 81




Repentance

“to change

the mind”
(Greek)




Repentance

It is an “afterthought” or “second opinion.” Charles Ryrie, for
example, says, “Repentance means a genuine change of
mind that affects the life in some way. Like other significant
theological terms it must be defined specifically by asking a
further question, namely, change the mind about what?
Christians can repent of specific sins and stop doing them
(Revelation 2:5; 2 Corinthians 7:9).” Do non-Christians have
to repent? Ryrie says yes, if one defines repentance
correctly. “Saving repentance,” he says, “has to involve a
change of mind about Jesus Christ so that whatever a person
thought of Him before, he changes his mind and trusts Him to
be his Savior [Basic Theology, 390].” This approach seems
quite plausible to me and works in the majority of the
passages where repentance is mentioned in the New
Testament. —Dillow, Final Destiny, 33




Repentance

The best interpretation of metanoeo in the New
Testament Is to acknowledge, to change one’s mind
about something, to admit, to feel sorry for. A good

Old Testament illustration of this usage would be
Jeremiah 8:6.

I have listened and heard,

They have spoken what is not right; No man
repented of his wickedness, saying, “What have |
done?” Everyone turned to his course, like a horse
charging into the battle.

—Dillow, Final Destiny, 35




The Gospel

Is it really

changing our
lives?




Too often the results of the
gospel are confused with the
nature of the gospel.




The Problem: A False Gospel Proclaimed
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Grace

“You contribute
nothing to your
salvation except
the sin that made
it necessary.”

JONATHAN EDWARDS
1703-1758
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The Gospel is...
GOOD NEWS!




John

What must you
trust about Jesus VWhat Is saving
to be saved? faith?

Must you add How is it different
anything to this? from false faith?




Key Word
Believe

Key Verse
“Jesus did many other miraculous signs
in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name" (20:30-31).
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Gospel of John

Summary Statement

John proves Jesus to be the Son
of God (deity) made man through
selected signs and discourses of
Christ to convince unbelieving
Gentiles to believe in Him and
receive eternal life.

Application
Are you 100% sure that you
have eternal life by
believing in Christ's name?
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Assurance in 1 John 5:11-13

62 b) (2)
63

Should we Should we Should we
ever doubt? ever doubt? ever doubt?




The Philippian
Jailor (Acts 16)




“An
earthquake?!
Oh, no! The
prisoners
escaped!”




Attempted suicide




“What must |
do to be
saved?”




“Believe In the
Lord Jesus
Christ and you
will be saved—

you and your
entire

household!™
(Acts 16:16).




Immersing the jailow




with God
was God



God became man in Jesus

1 "So the Word became human and lived
here on earth among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we
have seen his glory, the glory of the only
Son of the Father” (John 1:14 NLT)
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Paul: Peter:

"Christ, who is "God and Savior
God over all” Jesus Christ”
Rom. 9:5 2 Pet. 1:1

1st century belief in Deity

The Father: Jesus:
"About the Son He "l and the Father
says, Your throne, are one"”

O God..." Heb. 1:8 John 10:30




The Gospel is...
GOOD NEWS!







The Full Gospel
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"Let me now remind you... of the Good News [Gospel]
| preached to you before..." (NLT)

"He was
raised from
the dead on
the third

day..."

Risen Death

Burial

"He was buried..."

"Christ
died for our
sins..."

1 Cor. 15:3-4




Whats the Difference’




Alive Dead

ﬂ




Do you sShare...




|| ’
”HH#GHTEOUSNESS—BUT HOW?




God’s Righteousness by Justification by Faith in Christ—Not the Law

\
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Relations




"It i1s finished”

Justification (3:24)
God's act of declaring
us "not guilty" for our

sins, making us right
with him

Justice (3:25-26)
The fairness of God
where He punishes
sin in an individual
himself orin a

Sinless Substitute
(Jesus Christ)




What must you share to have a
clear gospel presentation?

Faith alone in Christ alone

Our Problem

1. We have sinned against a holy God

2. Our sin deserves death

God's Solution

3. God became man in Jesus Christ

4. Jesus was our substitute on the cross

Our Responsibility is one:

5. Believe (trust, have faith) in Christ's death,
burial and resurrection to forgive your sin




The Roman Road




The Roman Road

About 24 feet wide

Large stone slabs
Sand, gravel & cement
Gravel in cement mortar
Crushed rock
Compacted sand or dry earth

Drainage ditch




The Roman Road

Romans 10:9

Romans 10:13
Romans 5:8

Romans 6:23

Romans
3:23




)
The Roman Road

Rom. 3:23

Rom. 6:23

Rom. 5:8 Jesus Christ died for sin.

Rom. 10:8-10 To be forgiven for our sin, we must
( believe and confess Jesus as Lord.

%2’ t




What must you share to have a
clear gospel presentation?

Faith alone in Christ alone

Our Problem

1. We have sinned against a holy God

2. Our sin deserves death

God's Solution

3. God became man in Jesus Christ

4. Jesus was our substitute on the cross

Our Responsibility is one:

5. Believe (trust, have faith) in Christ's death,
burial and resurrection to forgive your sin




JESUS PAID IT ALL

Isaiah 53:5




Penal Substitution

"Christ the sinless
One took on
Himself the penalty
that should have
been borne by man
and others™

—Ryrie, Basic Theology, 356



Jesus’ death paid for our sin




Tell them.
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