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Contrasting Amil & Premil Views on the Prophets
The OT prophets wrote much on the kingdom.  However, what they note is seen in very different ways from an amillennial verses premillennial perspective (see also OTS, 442d-f, 461b-d, 473a).

	
	Amillennial
	Premillennial

	Time of the kingdom
	Present church age 

(after Christ’s first coming)


	Future millennial age 

(after Christ’s second coming)



	Interpretive approach
	Spiritualizing texts is allowed and even encouraged


	Normal, grammatical sense of language is used (figures of speech all have literal referents) 



	References to Israel
	May mean Israel or the church, which is deemed the “new Israel”
	“Israel” always means Israel (the ethnic seed of Abraham)



	Location of Christ’s reign
	Either heaven  or the new earth in eternal state (= Rev. 21:1)
	A renewed earth (but not the new earth of Rev. 21:1)



	Political Subjects of Christ’s reign
	The church in heaven
	All people on earth from Jerusalem as the capital of the world (Isa. 2:3)



	Spiritual life


	Some see Jews repenting in mass numbers
	Israel & Gentiles repentant and cleansed (Ezek. 36)



	Topographical Changes


	No changes in response to prophecy
	Mt. Olives split (Zech. 14:4-5), temple at highest point (Isa. 2:2) with river flowing from it (Joel 3:18; Ezek. 47)



	Geography


	The church spreads the gospel throughout the earth
	Tribes of Israel allotted new land boundaries (Ezek. 47–48)



	Physical life


	The present age has life-spans generally under 100 years with much death
	Most people live past 100 years (Isa. 65:20), babies still born (Isa. 44:3), death only for those in mortal bodies but many live in glorified bodies



	Social life 

(Isa. 11:6-9)


	Animals symbolize (or literal) peace between believers and animals today or in the eternal state (OTS, 473a)


	Peace between people and animals on a renewed earth (cf. Isa. 2:4)

	Religious life
	A millennial temple and sacrifices viewed as contradicting Hebrews 9
	Millennial temple (Ezek. 40–43) with sacrifices memorial of Christ (Ezek. 44–46)



	Intellectual life
	Knowledge of God heightened worldwide as the gospel advances
	Worldwide knowledge of God where all people are believers (Jer. 31:34)



	Emotional life
	Christ gives joy now to all believers
	Jerusalem a city of joy (Isa. 9:1-4)
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