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1. Introduction

Question:  Why have the Psalms endured through the ages?

a. What are the Psalms?

b. Who wrote them?

	Book
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Chapters
	1-41
	42-72
	73-89
	90-106
	107-150

	Number of Psalms
	41
	31
	17
	17
	44

	Chief Author
	David
	David / Korah
	Asaph
	Anonymous
	David/ Anonymous


c. When were they written?

   
1400 B.C
1000 B.C
971 B.C
931 B.C
722 B.C 
500 B.C



   Moses
David

Solomon
Divided
Exile

Restoration 

Kingdom


Most Psalms were written here

d. How were they put together?

	Book
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Chapters
	1-41
	42-72
	73-89
	90-106
	107-150

	Possible

Compiler
	David
	Hezekiah or Josiah
	Ezra or Nehemiah

	Possible dates of compilation
	c. 1020 –

970 B.C
	c. 970 – 610 B.C
	Until c. 430 B.C


e. To what do the superscriptions refer?

· Musical Instruments

· Musical Headings 

· Melody Indicators 

2. What place did the Psalms have in OT times?

a. The Psalms were central to worship and permeated the life of the Israelites.  
· Israelites commanded by God to worship him with their whole being, their heart, soul and strength (Deut 6:5)
· God’s covenant relationship with his people was reinforced through a pattern of worship was based on service & sacrifice
· Music was an integral part of sacrificial service with particular psalms associated with certain sacrifices as well as with certain days of the week.  

	Day
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Sabbath

	Psalm
	24
	48
	82
	94
	81
	93
	92


b. The Psalms provided Israelites with an understanding of God through worship.
· The different names of God in the Psalms reflected his relationship with his people.

	Title
	Description
	References

	Jehovah
	Lord
	11:7

	Elohim
	God Most High
	68

	Jehovah-Elohim
	Lord God
	59:5

	Jehovah-Adonai
	the Sovereign Lord or Master 
	2:4

	Jehovah-Eloheenu
	the Lord our God 
	95:7

	Jehovah-Elyon
	the Lord most High 
	7:17

	Jehovah-Hoseenu
	the Lord our Maker 
	95:6

	Jehovah-Rohi
	the Lord my Shepherd 
	23:1

	Jehovah-Tsebaoth
	the Lord of hosts 
	103:21

	Abhir
	Mighty One
	132:2

	Kadosh
	Holy One
	71:22

	Olam
	Everlasting
	90:2


· The people were always reminded of the character & personality of their God.

	Attribute 
	References
	Attribute 
	References

	Creator
	8:3
	Sovereign over nature
	18:7; 135:5-7

	King (of glory)
	29, 96-99
	Righteous
	119:137

	Shepherd
	23, 80
	Omniscient
	139:1-6

	Lord of history
	44, 78, 106
	Omnipresent
	139:7-10

	Redeemer
	78:35
	Shield
	3:3; 18:30


· The Psalms gave the Israelites a hope for the future.

c. The Psalms reminded the Israelites of their covenant relationship with God
	
	Book 1
	Book 2
	Book 3
	Book 4
	Book 5

	Doxology
	41:13
	72:18-19
	89:52
	106:48
	150:6

	Correspondence to Pentateuch
	Pentateuch
	Genesis
	Exodus
	Leviticus
	Numbers
	Deuteronomy

	
	Jensen
	Man
	Israel
	Sanctuary
	Moses & Wilderness
	Law & Land

	
	Wilkinson & 
Boa
	Man 
& 
Creation
	Deliverance & 
Redemption
	Worship 
& 
Sanctuary
	Wilderness
 & Wandering
	Scripture 
& 
Praise

	
	Worship Theme
	Adoration
	Wondering
	Unceasing Praise
	Submissive
	Perfected


3. How did the Israelites worship God through the Psalms?

a. Characteristics of Hebrew Poetry

· Parallelism

· Imagery

b. Types of Psalms

· Hymn

· Penitential

· Wisdom

· Royal

· Messianic

· Lament

· Imprecatory

· History

4.  How are the Psalms relevant for Christians today?
a) Worship under the new covenant
b) The value of the Psalms 
c) Comparison between Psalms and Hymns 
d) Contrasts Between Psalms and Contemporary Songs
e) Psalms help us worship holistically
Psalms Help Us Worship Holistically
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God is Spirit and his worshipers must worship in Spirit and in truth (John 4:24)





Direct our Will


(Obey wholeheartedly)





Inform our Mind (Know who 


God is and what He has done)





Engage our Emotions 


(Correctly respond in different situations)





Effects of reading Psalms on the whole person
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