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In spite of Yahweh's great love for Israel, the postexilic community 
was dishonoring God's name through their disobedience to the Law
(as well as the neglect of the sacrificial system by the Levitical priests).

THESIS OF THE BOOK PURPOSE OF THE BOOK
To awaken the people from spiritual lethargy and unfaithfulness so as:  (1)  to 
avoid God's curses (discipline) and (2)  to be prepared for the coming of the Lord 
and His messenger (He will reward the faithful and punish the wicked).
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