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Who of the tollowing is not
Job's friend?

A. Eliphaz B. Bildad

C. Bilphaz D. Zophar




What is the key word of the
book Ecclesiastes?

A. Enjoyment B. Meaningless




The following letters form the key

word for the Book of Proverbs.
What is the word?




How many OT books are
considered Wisdom Books?
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Which of the following
books does not belong te
the same category?

A. Song of Songs 0"

9
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C.Jr O D. Proverbs
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Psalm 100:1-5

All people that on earth do dwell,

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice.



Psalm 100:1-5



Psalm 100:1-5




Psalm 100:1-5

For why the Lord our God is good
His mercy is for ever sure

His truth at all times firmly stood
And shall from age to age endure
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Purpose of the Prophetic Books

50b
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Historical Books
(Joshua-Esther)

Recipients of the Prophetic Message Aim

Covenant People

Poetical Books
Job-Song of Solomon

of the Prophetic Message

Covenant Behavior

WHO WHAT
they they
aimed a aimed at

Prophetical Books
(Isaiah-Malachi)

People
Unfaithful to Covenant

reachers

FORTHTELLING

Pentateuch
Genesis-Deuteronomy

Mosaic Covenant
Deut. 28; Lev. 26
Conditional
Judgment

Basis of the Prophetic Message

Covenant Relationship: Israel & God

Behavior
Unaffected by Covenant

FORETELLING

Abrahamic Covenant
Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18
Unconditional
Blessing









What is Poetry?

In the next 30 seconds define poetry to
the person next to you







Ancient Near Eastern
Wisdom Literature

The Nations had Wisdom Teachers:
Wise men of Mesopotamia, Canaan and
Egypt were compared with Solomon.

Divided into instructional & discourse:
« Egyptian Instructional Wisdom
« Mesopotamian Discursive Wisdom
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Prophecy
Genesis POETRY |saiah
Exodus Job Jeremiah
Leviticus | Lamentations
Numbers Psalms Ezekiel
Deuteronomy Proverbs Daniel
Joshua Ecclesiastes Hosea
Judges Joel
Ruth Song of Solomon AMOS
1 Samuel Obadiah
2 Samuel Jonah
1 Kings Micah
2 Kings Nahum
1 Chronicles Habakkuk
2 Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra Haggai
Nehemiah Zechariah
Esther Malachi




Wisdom VS Poegy,

e

I



Ecclesiastes........ Vanity jSong.....Love in Marriage

“Wisdom can “Wisdom can

overcome life’s vanities” maintain a godly marriage”

Proverbs Wisdom

“The fear of the LORD
is the beginning of wisdom.”

Psalms Worship

“Worship develops the
fear of the LORD”

Job.............. Sovereignty

“Seeing God’s Sovereignty
causes us to worship”




Job: how to suffer
Psalms: how to pray
Proverbs: how to relate
Song: how to love
Ecclesiastes: how to live

The OT Poetic Books



Contrasts

PROVERBS

402b

ECCLESIASTES

Challenges of life
Practical advice

How to live for God

Ideals
Several authors
Godly wisdom only
Positive
General
Present orientation
Black & white orientation
Wisdom praised

Meaning of life
Philosophical musings

Why to live for God

Reality
One man's testimony
Godly and worldly wisdom
Negative
Exceptions
Eternal orientation
Gray areas
Wisdom doubted
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Characteristics of
Hebrew Poetry

1. Stress Patterns (not rhymes)

2. Evocative language
3. Acrostic Arrangement

4. Thought Rhyme




The Key:
Hebrew Parallelism
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"the repetition of

meaning in parallel
expressions”

(Ross, BKC, 1:780)

What Is
Parallelism?
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form

Psalm 2:3
"Let us break their chains," they say,

"and throw off their fetters."
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form

Psalm 2:3
"Let us break their chains," they say,

"and throw off their fetters."
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form

Psalm 2:3
"Let us break their chains," they say,

"and throw off their fetters."
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form

Psalm 2:3
"Let us break their chains," they say,

"and throw off their fetters."

Psalm 10:1
“Why, O LORD, do you stand far off?
Why do you hide yourself
in times of trouble?”
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form

Psalm 2:3
"Let us break their chains," they say,

"and throw off their fetters."

Psalm 10:1
“Why, O LORD, do you stand far off?
Why do you hide yourself
in times of trouble?”
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Synonymous: 2" |ine restates the
1st in the same or similar form

Psalm 2:3
"Let us break their chains," they say,

"and throw off their fetters."

Psalm 10:1
“Why, O LORD, do you stand far off?
Why do you hide yourself
in times of trouble?”
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Psalm 19:2 i
“Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they display
knowledge.”
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Psalm 19:2 i
“Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they display
knowledge.”




Psalm 27:1

“The LORD is my light and my
salvation—whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
of whom shall | be afraid?”




Psalm 27:1

“The LORD is my light and my
salvation—whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life
—of whom shall | be afraid?”




Psalm 27:1

“The LORD is my light and my
salvation—whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life
—of whom shall | be afraid?”




Psalm 27:1

“The LORD is my light and my
salvation—whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life
—of whom shall | be afraid?”




Psalm 34:1
“Glorify the LORD with me;
let us exalt his name together.”




Psalm 34:1
“Glorify the LORD with me;
let us exalt his name together.”




Psalm 34:1
“Glorify the LORD with me;
let us exalt his name together.”




Psalm 34:1
“Glorify the LORD with me;
let us exalt his name together.”
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Antithetic: 2" line offers a contrast of
thought to the 1st

Psalm 1:6
“For the LORD watches over the way
of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.”
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Antithetic: 2" line offers a contrast
of thought to the 1st

Psalm 1:6
“For the LORD watches over the way of
the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.”
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Antithetic: 2nd line offers a contrast
of thought to the 1st

Psalm 1:6
“For the LORD watches over the way of

the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.”
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Antithetic: 2nd line offers a contrast
of thought to the 1st

Psalm 1:6
“For the LORD watches over the way of

the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.”




Antithetic: 2nd line offers a
contrast of thought to the 1st

Psalm 37:9

“For evil men will be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD
will inherit the land.”




Antithetic: 2nd line offers a
contrast of thought to the 1st

Psalm 37:9

“For evil men will be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD
will inherit the land.”




Antithetic: 2nd line offers a
contrast of thought to the 1st

Psalm 37:9

“For evil men will be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD
will inherit the land.”




Antithetic: 2nd line offers a
contrast of thought to the 1st

Psalm 37:9
“For evil men will be cut off,

but those who hope in the LORD
will inherit the land.”




Psalm 1:4
“Not so the wicked!
They are like chaff
that the wind blows away.”
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Synthetic (Incomplete with il
Compensation): 2nd line develops
the thought of the 1st line

Psalm 95:3
“For the LORD is the great God,
the great King above all gods.”




Synthetic Climatic: 2nd line repeats
the first, but omits the last term

Psalm 29:1-2

“Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory
due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendor
of his holiness.”




Synthetic (Incomplete without
Compensation): lines of different
length with only some terms parallel

Psalm 6:1

"O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your
anger
or discipline me in Your wrath.”
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Synthetic Formal: 2nd line develops
the thought of the 1st line

Psalm 2:6
"l have Installed my King on Zion,
my holy hill.”




PARALLELISM

“Then He rebukes them in his anger
And in his wrath he terrifies them.”
(Psalm 2:5)
Semantic parallelism:
rebukes and terrifies
anger and wrath are parallel in meaning

Grammatical parallelism:
Verb -- direct object -- prepositional phrase
Prepositional phrase -- verb -- direct object
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Tips for Interpreting the Psalms Fo#

i

Pay attention to structure

Summarize the psalm in a sentence (p. 387)

Consider titles and background information in
their superscriptions

Classify the psalm using Lindsey's p. 386

Interpret the psalm’ s incomplete theology in
light of NT revelation (e.g., Ps. 51:11)

Reword figures of speech and parallelisms

. Use NT allusions and/or quotations but don't

read back into the text what the OT author
would not have understood (e.g., Ps. 16:10
expanded in Acts 2:25-31)



Tips for Interpreting the Psalms [#

H. Read psalms slowly (in our speed-reading day).

. Graph the emotional outline of the psalm.
e.g., Psalm 77

Does it start high or low?

/\J\l\, e

77:1-3 717:4-9 77:10 77:11-20




Unlocking Figures

of Speech...
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Formal comparison between two
different objects where one is
likened to another.

Psalm 42:1
“As the deer pants for streams-of
water, so my soul pants for you,

O God.”




Metaphor

A figure of speech containing an
implied comparison between two
different objects.

Psalm 27:1
“The LORD is my light and my
salvation—The LORD is the
stronghold of my life.”




Hyperbole

When more is said than is
literally meant; exaggeration.

Psalm 6:6
“I am worn out from groaning;
all night long | flood my bed with
weeping and drench my couch with
fears.”




Personification

Inanimate objects are given
properties or characteristics of
living things

Psalm 73:9 “Their mouths lay claim
fo heaven, and their tongues take
possession of the earth.”
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KEY VERSE:

“The Almighty is beyond our reach and exalted in
power; in his justice and great righteousness, he does
not oppress. Therefore, men revere him, for does he

not have regard for all the wise in heart?”
Job 37:23-24




(,

UNKNOW

DATE:

1. Job probably lived during the patriarchal period.

2. The book was probably written at that time, since
it has so much dialogue.

]




Prologue

\ 4

Cycles

A 4

Hymn on Wisdom

\ 4

Job's Final Speech

\ 4

Elihu's 4 Speeches

\ 4

Yahweh's 2 Speeches

\ 4

Epilogue













EY VERSE

“Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in
all your ways acknowledge
him an he will make your
paths straight.”

(Proverbs 3:5-6)



Solomon, Agur, Lemuel,
anonymous wise men

Most are from Solomon's
era (before 931 BC). The

final date of compilation is
generally considered to be

around 700 BC.




The practical benefits of wisdom
over wickedness in everyday life.

7
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The Book of Proverbs presents the
contents of Israelite education, though it
obviously deals with knowledge and
secular education.

The Book of Proverbs' wisdom rooted in a
personal knowledge of God.
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MEANINGLESS
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sl VERSE

Enjoy Life — “A man can do nothing better
than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his
work. This too, | see, is from the hand of God,
for without him, who can eat or find

enjoyment?” (2:24-25).

Fear God — “Now all has been heard; here is
the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and
keep his commandments, for this is the whole
duty of man. For God will bring every deed into
judgment, including every hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil” (12:13).



Author:

Probably around
935 B.C (late in
Solomon's life)




DVERVIEW

Pessimistic view of life apart fr s
Endlese 2 “\‘5

ot

oI Wisdom

|._‘ndless Cycles of Pleasure

Endless Cycles of Toll




Theology of contentment

In view of the lack of substance and meaning in
life, Qoheleth urges his readers to enjoy life, for it
iIs God who gives us that privilege (2:24-25). This
satisfaction does not belong to all mankind, for
the work of the sinner ends in futility (2:206).
Godly contentment, however, is not the ultimate

good for mankind.



YU VALVALAERE

Key Word ‘Rey Verse

INCOMPREHENSIBILITY 37:24
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QONYAANMYYD

Job........ Trust in God's wisdom
Submit to God despite suffering

Proverbs....... Wisdom
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”

Ecclesiastes ... Vanity
“Wisdom can overcome life's vanities.”







CREDITS






Get this presentation for free!

OT Survey link at BibleStudyDownloads.org



