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How Well Do You Know Your 
Old Testament?

 Take out a blank piece of paper 
(or use a blank page in your notes 
or call up a blank screen on your 
computer)

 List the OT books in order



How can 
you 

remember 
all these 
books?
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Parallel OT & NT Structure

OT

Foundation Past Present Future

Torah History Wisdom Prophecy

NT Gospels Acts Epistles Revelation

Erich Zenger, Einleitung in das Alte Testament (Stuttgart: W. Kohlehammer, 1995), 34; cited 
in Gregory Goswell, "Two Testaments in Parallel: The Influence of the Old Testament on the 

Structuring of the New Testament Canon," JETS 56 (2013): 461.

34



Purpose of the Prophetic Books

Deut. 28; Lev. 26
Conditional
Judgment

Mosaic Covenant

Historical Books
(Joshua-Esther)

Recipients of the Prophetic Message

Covenant People

People
Unfaithful to Covenant

Poetical Books
(Job-Song of Solomon) 

Aim of the Prophetic Message

Covenant Behavior

Prophetical Books
(Isaiah-Malachi)

Covenant Preachers

Pentateuch
(Genesis-Deuteronomy)

Basis of the Prophetic Message

Covenant Relationship: Israel & God

WHO 
they 

aimed at

WHAT 
they 

aimed at

Behavior 
Unaffected by Covenant

Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18
Unconditional

Blessing

Abrahamic Covenant
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Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 157

NATIONS
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TRIBULATION

CHRIST'S KINGDOM

GENESIS 1–11

GENESIS 12–MALACHI 4
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MATTHEW 1–ACTS 1
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2100 BC
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1.   UNITED KINGDOM  (1051-931 BC)
2.   DIVIDED KINGDOM (931-722 BC)
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Call of 

Abraham Exodus Conquest King Saul
Temple 
Rebuilt

966 BC
Solomon's 

Temple

OLD COVENANT (Under The Mosaic Law)
A Tutor Until Christ

Gal 3:24

ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
To Use the Seed of Abraham to Mediate 
Blessing to All the Nations of the World

Gen 12 — Gal 3

DAVIDIC COVENANT
NEW COVENANT2 Sam 7 — Matt 25:31

Jer 31 — Matt 26:28
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God's Program of Blessing

Genesis 1–11 Revelation 19-22

Old Creation
Gen 1:1

GOD'S PROGRAM OF BLESSING
Original 

Intention to 
Bless Man

"But may it never be that I should boast, 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through which the world has been crucified 

to me, and I to the world."
Gal 6:14
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Only For Those of Faith

"Therefore, be sure that is is those who are 
of faith who are sons of Abraham" (Gal 3:7)

"Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned 
to him as righteousness" (Gen 15:6)

Fa
th

er

So
n

H
ol

y 
Sp

iri
t

Chosen by 
the Father

Redeemed 
by the Son

Sealed by the 
Holy Spirit

He "has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ" (Eph 1:3)

Earthly Tabernacle/Temple
Spiritual Temple of Believers

(Eph 2:20-22; 1 Pet 2:4-5)

Millennial
Temple

Ezek 40-48?
No Temple
(Rev 21:22)

The Kingdom Theme in Scripture

The Kingdom Anticipated The Heavenly Kingdom Millennial
Kingdom

Eternal
Kingdom

Resurrection–Ascension
Exalted to the Father's Right-hand

Man to rule
Gen 1:26

King from Judah
Gen 49:10

Line of David
2 Sam 7

Son of Man
Dan 7:13-14 Mt 13; Col 1:13; 2 Tim 4:18; Rev 1:5-6

Creation 
and The 

Fall

After Fall

Before Abraham

New Creation
Rev 21:1

Sin:
Paradise

Lost

Sin Removed:
Paradise
Restored

Tree of Life
Gen 2:9

Tree of Life
Rev 22:2

Death
Gen 2:17; 

3:19

No Death
Rev 21:4

2nd Coming

KINGDOM BLESSINGS
• Resurrection (Rom 8:23)
• "Face to face" (1 Jn 3:2)
• Universal Peace/no war (Is 2)
• Justice/Righteousness (Is 9)
• Rewarded (Rev 22:12)
• Reign w/Christ (2 Tim 2:12)

Mt. Sinai

By J. Paul Tanner
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00D-Sess02_Geographical_Supp-ANE_Map-1p.pdf at PaulTanner.org

Geographical Orientation to the Ancient Near East



00I-Key Events Chart 1-Abraham-to-Exodus-1p.pdf at PaulTanner.org

KEY EVENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
FROM ABRAHAM TO THE EXODUS

2166 – 1446 BC

AGE OF THE PATRIARCHS
2091 – 1806 BC

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BC 1800 BC 1600 BC1700 BC 1300 BC1400 BC1500 BC

1876 – 1446 BC

SOJOURN IN EGYPT

2091 BC

Abram 
Leaves 

Haran For 
Canaan

(Gen 12)

1876 BC

Jacob 
Migrates 

To 
Egypt

1446 BC

Exodus
From
Egypt

(Moses)

1806 BC

Death
Of

Joseph

JOB

GENESIS

EXODUS
LEVITICUS
NUMBERS
DEUTERONOMY

2166 BC

Birth
Of

Abram
In Ur

KEY EVENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT



00J-Key Events Chart 2-Exodus-to-Monarchy-Tanner-1p-ed2.pdf at PaulTanner.org

KEY EVENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT



KEY EVENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
FROM THE MONARCHY TO THE CLOSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

1051 – 430 BC

PERIOD OF THE MONARCHY

UNITED
KINGDOM
1051 – 931 BC

1100 BC 1000 BC 900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 500 BC600 BC 200 BC300 BC400 BC

931 – 722 BC 722 – 605 BC 605 – 538 BC 538 – 430 BC 430 – 5 BC

DIVIDED
KINGDOM

JUDAH
ALONE

EXILE
IN

BABYLON

POST
EXILIC
PERIOD

INTER-
TESTAMENTAL

PERIOD

1051
Saul
Made
King

1011
David
Made
King

966
1st

Temple 
Built by 
Solomon

931
Division
of the
Kingdom

605
Judah 
Exiled 
by 
Babylon

722
Assyria 
Exiles 
Israel

586
Nebuch.
Destroys
Temple

538
Edict
of
Cyrus
Permits
Return

516
Temple 
Rebuilt

458
Ezra’s
Return

331
Alexander 
The Great 
Conquers 
Persia

2 Samuel
Psalms

1 Kgs 1-11
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

1- 2 Chron.
Ezra 1-6
Haggai
Zechariah

Esther
Ezra 7-10
Nehemiah

Malachi
(430 BC)

1 Kgs 12 – 2 Kgs 17
Obadiah
Joel
Amos
Jonah

Hosea
Micah
Isaiah

2 Kgs 
18-25
Nahum

Ezekiel
Daniel
Lamen.

Zephaniah
Habakkuk
Jeremiah

Israel’s Exile Judah’s Exile

1. 4

00K=9B=18C-Key Events Chart 3-Monarchy-to-End-Tanner-1p.pdf at PaulTanner.org

KEY EVENTS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT



The Davidic Covenant:  The Main 
Source of the Messianic Kingdom Hope

Dominion 
Promise 

Granted to 
Man

("Let him rule")
(Gen 1)

Abrahamic 
Blessing:

Kings to Come 
From Patriarchs
(Gen 17:6,16; 

35:11)

Promise of The 
Ruling Line 

from the Tribe 
of Judah

(Gen 49:10)

Reign of 
Solomon
(Initial 

Fulfillment)

The Reign of 
Messiah Jesus

(Ultimate Fulfillment)
1st Coming:  Kingdom

Offered
Interval:  Mt 28:18-20;

Col 1:13-14
2nd Coming:  Mt 25:31,34; 
Rev 11:15,17; 20:4-6; 22:5

Line of Davidic Kings
(Southern Kingdom)

Prophetic Expectations Added

Davidic 
Covenant 
Promise
(2 Sam 7)

Reflections:  Pss
2, 89, 110, 132

Isa
 9:

1-7
; 1

1:1
-5

Jer
 30

:4-
11

Ez 34
:23

-24
; 3

7:2
4-2

5

Dan
 7:

13
-14

Zech
 9:

9-1
0

Designed by
Dr. J. Paul Tanner

Suppl. 6.2

Spiritual House . . . Universal Kingdom
Physical House . . . 
National Kingdom

00G-Davidic_Covenant_Chart-Tanner-1p.pdf at PaulTanner.org

The Davidic Covenant: The Main 
Source of the Messianic Kingdom Hope



THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM
1 Kings

Solomon’s Reign

The Northern Kingdom:  Israel

The Southern Kingdom:  Judah
Split!

Jeroboam I Transition Ahab

971 BC

Judgment!
931 BC

874 BC 853 BC

Sup pl. 16.1

(931 - 909 BC) (874/73 - 853 BC)(35 years)

Jeroboam

Rehoboam

1 Kgs 1:1–11:43

1 Kgs 12:1–14:20 1 Kgs 16:29–22:40

Designed by Dr. J. Paul Tanner

00R-Kingdom_Division-Tanner-1p.pdf at PaulTanner.org

THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM



3rd Return

Nehemiah
444

2nd Return

Ezra
458/57






Cyrus Darius I Xerxes I Artaxerxes I
(Ahasuerus)

539 530 486522 424465

THE POSTEXILIC 
PERIOD

THE EXILIC 
PERIOD

THE  
INTER-
TESTA-

MENTAL  
PERIOD

1st Return

Zerubbabel
538

Haggai 
Zechariah

Esther Malachi

Nebuchadnezzar 
605-562

Temple Destroyed 
(586)

Temple 
Rebuilt (515)

City Walls 
Rebuilt (444)

1-2 ChroniclesJeremiah
Daniel 
Ezekiel

Designed by 

Dr. J. Paul Tanner

00T-Postexilic_Period_Chart-Tanner-1p.pdf at PaulTanner.org

THE POSTEXILIC 
PERIOD



New 
Heavens 
& New 
Earth

Adapted significantly from Salem Kirban, 
Charts on Revelation (1979), 49 

Christ’s    
    Second 
  Coming to 
      Reign in
      Millennium

Christ’s 
   First 
  Coming   
    to Suffer

Exile & 
Return

Prophet's 
Own Time

Time Periods of the Prophets
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OPPRESSION BY
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& Bara
k

Gideo
n

To
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ir

Shamgar
(600 Philistines)
Judges 3:31

Civil War of 
Abimelech
Judges 9

Adapted from John Walton, Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament, 
and “Biblical Judges,” Wikipedia

Je
phthah

Ibzan, Elon 
and Abdon

Timeline of the Judges



Stages of God's Plan in History

Beg
innings

Patr
iar

ch
s

Exo
dus

Ju
dges

Conques
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Unite
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Divi
ded

 Kingdom

Cap
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Church

Kingdom
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Max Anders, Dallas Theological Seminary



The Abrahamic Covenant 
& Its Fulfillment

21

Adapted from Max Anders, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1987

Promises

Abrahamic 
Covenant

Genesis 12, 
15, 17, 22

Land Covenant
Deut 30

Davidic 
Covenant
2 Sam 7

New 
Covenant

Jer 31

Fulfillment



Dr. Rick Griffith • BibleStudyDownloads.org

Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
Ab

ra
ha

m
ic

 C
ov

en
an

t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over His 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with 
saints (Eph. 1:9-
10; Rev. 20:1-6; 

22:5b)

la
nd

se
ed

bl
es

sin
g

G
en

es
is

 1
2:

1-
3

Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.

ISRAEL CHURCH
(National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15)

10th Edition
10 Nov 2020

All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

Law abolished, fulfilled, and 
replaced at the cross (Rom. 7:1-6;

1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

Kingdom & Covenants Timeline 22



The Eschatological Significance of the Sabbath 23
529

Eternity Eternity
Pre-Fall TribulationPre-Mosaic Mosaic Millennial 

KingdomChurch

God’s 
Work

God’s 
Rest

Israel’s 
Sabbath

Israel’s 
National 
History

Christ’s Second 
Coming in 
2 Phases

6 Days
(Work)
Gen 1

Law 
Instituted
Exod 20

Law Abolished
Rom 7:1-6

Gal 3:19, 23-29
1 Cor 9:20

2 Cor 3:6-11

Daniel’s 70th 
Week of 70-

Week Prophecy
Dan 9:27

Some Aspects 
of Law 

Reinstituted
Ezek 40–48

Work of 
Creation

Gen 1

Work of 
Sustaining
John 5:17

Work of 
Recreation
Rev 21–22

Not 
Resting

Rests from 
Creative 
Activity

Gen 2:2-3

Israel Repeatedly Rejected God’s Offer of the Promised Land Rest…
Rest 

Stops 
by Sin

Rest Linked 
to Canaan
Gen 12:1-3;

15:18;
Deut 30:1-10

Rejected in 
Wilderness
Gen 14:23;

Heb 3:9

Rejected 
in David’s 

Time
Ps 95:7b-

11

Rejected in 
Messiah

Matt 23:37-
39

Rejected in 
Peter’s 
Sermon

Acts 3:19-20

Rest Accepted 
& Reinstituted
Heb 3:7–4:11

No 
Sabbath 

for 
Mankind

Israel’s 
Sabbath 

Anticipated
Gen 2:3

Sabbath 
Instituted
Exod 16

Neh 9:13-14

Sabbath 
Abolished
Col 2:16-17
Gal 4:9-10
Rom 14:5
Hos 2:11

Sign of Mosaic 
Covenant

Exod 31:13, 17;
Ezek 20:12, 20

Lord’s Day 
Instituted
Acts 20:7

1 Cor 16:1-2
Rev 1:10

Sabbath 
Reinstituted
Matt 24:20

Sabbath 
Reinstituted

Ezek 46:1
Isa 66:23

Transition Begins Transition Completed

Nation 
Established 
at Mt Sinai

Exod 19

69 Weeks
（483 years）

444 BC-AD 33
Dan 9:25

Nation Repents, 
Believes in Messiah, 

Re-established
Ezek 36–39

Kingdom 
Typology

Kingdom 
Language

Gen 1

Abrahamic & Land 
Covenants

Gen 12:1-3; 15:18
Deut 30:1-10

Sabbath Looks Back 
at Creation & 
Redemption
Exod 20:8-11
Deut 5:12-15

Sabbath 
Typifies in a 
Dual Sense

Sabbath Looks 
Forward & Typifies 

Kingdom
Heb 4:9

Lev 23:1-3

A visual summary of the ThD dissertation by Richard James Griffith, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1990

7th Day
(Rest)

Gen 2:1-3

Creation Fall of Man

Nation Set Aside in
Church Age Gap: 

“Times of the Gentiles” 
Dan 9:26

Luke 21:24

Rapture Revelation Rev 20:1-6

1 Week
(7 Years)

AD ??
Dan 9:27

Mount Sinai Death of Christ



Government in Scripture 24

Type Co-Rule Human Theocracy Anarchy Monarchy Foreign Monarchy Co-Rule

Rulers
God & 

Unfallen 
Man

Man & Satan God Judges
Kings of 
Israel & 
Judah

Pagan 
Kings & 
Heads of 

State

Jesus with 
Believing 
Israel & 
Gentiles

God & 
Redeemed

Ruler 
Names

Lord God
Adam
Eve

Adam
Noah

Abraham

God via 
Moses or 
Joshua

Gideon
Samson
Samuel

Saul
David

Zedekiah

Nebuchad-
nezzar
Cyrus
Herod
Biden!

Christ God

Subjects Animals All men Israel Israel Israel Israel & 
nations

Israel & 
Gentiles Angels?

Authority
Fellowshi

p with 
God

Conscience 
of each 

individual

Mosaic 
Covenant 

(Law)

Each man’s 
opinion

Mosaic 
Covenant 
& King’s 

Law

Gentile 
ruler’s law

New 
Covenant 

under 
Christ

Fellowship 
with God

Sin Absent Degeneration Controlled Increased Mixed Mixed Reduced 
Greatly Absent

Time 4143 BC 4143-1445 BC 1445-1390 
BC

1390-1043 
BC

1043-586 
BC

586-return 
of Christ 1000 years Eternal 

state

Scripture Gen. 1–2 Gen. 3–
Exod. 18

Exod. 19–
Josh. 24

Judg. 1–
1 Sam. 7

1 Sam. 8–
2 Chron. 36

Dan. 9:26;
Luke 21:24

Isa. 11；
Rev. 20:1-6 Rev. 21–22

The Bible has many themes (e.g., redemption, community, promise, covenant, God’s glory). However, the overall theme 
is probably the rule of God or kingdom (see the study on pages 32-33).  This government has taken many forms in the 
past but it will culminate in rule under Messiah in the future, which itself will merge into the eternal state.



The Bible's Story 25

Adapted from Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 14

D
eu

te
ro

no
m

y

N
um

be
rs

Le
vi

tic
us

E
xo

du
s

G
en

es
is

2 
S

am
ue

l

1 
S

am
ue

l

R
ut

h

Ju
dg

es

Jo
sh

ua

E
zr

a

2 
C

hr
on

ic
le

s

1 
C

hr
on

ic
le

s

2 
K

in
gs

1 
K

in
gs

A
ct

s

Jo
hn

Lu
ke

M
ar

k

M
at

th
ew

E
st

he
r

N
eh

em
ia

h

History

Experience

Prophecy

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Lamentations

Ezekiel

Daniel

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Revelation

2 Peter
1 Peter
James

Hebrews
Philemon

Titus
2 Timothy
1 Timothy

2 Thessalonians
1 Thessalonians

Colossians
Philippians
Ephesians
Galatians

2 Corinthians
1 Corinthians

Romans

2 John
1 John

Jude
3 John
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Overview of the OT & NT 26



Modern Middle East Nations 27

Lebanon

Syria

Iraq

Israel
Egypt Kuwait

Cyprus

Jordan
Iran

Saudi 
Arabia

Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 49

Mediterranean 
Sea

Turkey Russia



The Ancient Near East 
28

Egypt
Israel

Iraq



Old Testament Trade Routes & Bodies of Water 28

Euphrates

Tigris

Persian 
Gulf

Mediterranean
Sea

1. Name each of the 9 bodies of water
2. Tell how each got its name

In your small group…

Salt Sea
Jordan River
Sea of Chinnereth

Nile River

Red Sea

8

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

9



Mesopotamia 28

Euphrates

Tigris

Babylon

Nineveh
Mesopotamia

E

T

B

N



The Ancient Near East 27

Euphrates

Tigris

Babylon

Nineveh

Mesopotamia

Alfred Hoerth et. al., Peoples of the 
Old Testament World, 16

PERSIANS

BABYLONIANS

Ur ELAMITES

CHALDEANS

SUMERIANS

Mari

ASSYRIANS
Haran

Arabian
Desert Persian 

Gulf
Fertile Crescent in Green

PH
O

EN
IC

IA
NS

Mediterranean
Sea

CUSHITES

EGYPTIANS

ARABS

MIDIANITES

EDOMITES
MOABITES
AMMONITES

CANAANITES
AMORITES

PHILISTINES

Damascus

Jerusalem

ARAMEANS

HITTITES

Small Group: 
Name the 7 cities

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
GILEADITES



Tribal 
Boundaries 
of Israel

Dan

Judah
Simeon

Reuben

Gad

Manasseh

Ephraim

Manasseh

Na
ph

ta
li

As
he

r

Moab

Ammon

Edom

Zebulun
Issachar

Neighboring nations related by blood

Firstborn double portion & kingly tribe
Seven tribal allotments by lot

Eastern tribes

171

Joshua 13:1–19:48

Benjamin

Dan"AND"

"ZIMM"

"DEB"

"GAMER"



Size of the Mid-East & SE Asia Contrasted 29



Israel's Strategic Location

How has God 
placed you in a 
strategic place for 
His purposes?

"Thus says 
the Lord GOD: 

This is 
Jerusalem; I 
have set her 
in the center 

of the nations, 
with countries 

round about 
her"

Ezekiel 5:5

28



Moab

Edom

Gilead

Ammon

M

E

G

A

Regions of 
Israel (OT)

Judah

Israel

Galilee
Bashan

19
27

171



 

Topography of 
Israel

http://www.studylight.org/se/maps/browse.cgi?st=51&pn=11



Israel Times of Gentiles

Abrahamic 
Covenant

Eden Conscience Human 
Government

Patriarchs Judges Kings Prophets Christ Grace Millennium

The Kingdom of God 34
460

Adapted from J. Dwight Pentecost, Thy Kingdom Come, 323

The Eternal Kingdom

False Kingdom of Satan
Soteriological Line

Theocratic Kingdom on Earth

Covenants

Dispensations (Tests of Obedience)
Inno-
cence

Conscience Human 
Government

Promise Law (Gal. 3:19) Grace Millennium

New Covenant

Davidic Covenant

Land Covenant



Family Tree from Adam to Jesus 44

John R. Cross, The Stranger on the 
Road to Emmaus, 174-75



Longest

Shortest

Chapter Verse

Psalm 119 Esther 8:9

WHAT?

Bible Facts



The longest verse…
• ESV Esther 8:9 "The king's scribes were 

summoned at that time, in the third month, 
which is the month of Sivan, on the 
twenty-third day. And an edict was written, 
according to all that Mordecai commanded 
concerning the Jews, to the satraps and 
the governors and the officials of the 
provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127 
provinces, to each province in its own 
script and to each people in its own 
language, and also to the Jews in their 
script and their language."



Longest

Shortest

Chapter Verse

Psalm 119 Esther 8:9

Psalm 117

WHAT?

Bible Facts



Praise the LORD, all peoples everywhere!
Praise Him, all peoples of the earth!
For He loves us dearly, 
 and His truth endures!
Praise the LORD!

Psalm 117

Shortest Chapter

WHAT?



"Jesus wept'
John 11:35 (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 5:16 (NIV)
"Be joyful always"

English Texts

WHAT?



John 11:35 (N26)

1 Thessalonians 5:16 (N26)

Greek Texts

WHAT?



Longest

Shortest

Chapter Verse

Psalm 119 Esther 8:9

Psalm 117 1 Thess. 5:16

Bible Facts

WHAT?



New 
Testament

Old 
Testament

3 hour 
SBC course

3 hour
SBC course

22.8%
77.2%

HOW MUCH OF THE BIBLE IS 
THE OT?



OT English Arrangement

Genesis - Malachi

Old Testament

• History (17)

• Poetry (5)

• Prophecy (17)    Major  Minor

Christian



Genesis - Nehemiah

Old Testament

• Law (5)

• Prophets (8)   Former  Latter

• Writings (11)

Masoretic

51OT Hebrew Arrangement



Jewish:
• Law
• Prophets
• Writings
(24 books)

Christian:
• Law
• History
• Prophets
(39 books)

The Same Old Testament. . . 
Just a Different Order!



• Narrative
• Editorial

• Legal
• Discourse

• Letter

•Poetry
•Wisdom

•Prophecy
•Parables

•Visions

Literary Forms



Genesis - Malachi

Genesis 1:1

HEBREW

Old Testament
Hebrew



Some 

Some OT writings were originally inscribed on 
stone, such as the Ten Commandments.

Writing 
Materials



Many original autographs were written on 
papyrus and copied from older copies onto 
other papyri.

Papyrus



HOW?

The Essenes



HOW?

"It may be safely said that no 
other work of antiquity has 
been so carefully transmitted"

–William Green, General Introduction to 
the Old Testament (NY: Scribners, 
1899), 181

Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, 56



l The most read
l The most translated
l The most memorized
l The most copied
l The most studied
l The most debated
l The most adored
l The most hated
. . . book in human history!

The Bible is unique as…



Genesis 31:47; Ezra 4:8-6:18; 7:12-26; 
Daniel 2:4-7:28; Jeremiah 10:10-11

&l,M,l'! yDic]K'h' WrB]d'yÒw "

yyIj> @ymil][;l] a;Kl]m' tymir;a{

.aWEj'nÒ a;rv]piW &d;b[] 'l] a;ml]j, rm'a < 
Daniel 2:4

Old TestamentAramaic

ARAMAIC



Matthew - Revelation

KOINE GREEK

New Testament

~H ca,rij tou/ kuri,ou 
VIhsou/ meta. pa,ntwn

Revelation 22:21

Greek



!yhila> ar;B; tyviareB[
     .$r,a;h; taew !yIm'V;h' tae

~H ca,rij tou/ kuri,ou 
VIhsou/ meta. pa,ntwn

God's Chosen Languages
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What's the Theme of the OT?

Write this in 
one sentence
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þ Text-based
þ Covers whole OT
þ Narrow enough to 

be helpful
þ Focuses on God as 

He is the Subject

þ Not from systematics
þ Not piecemeal
þ “Life” is too general a 

theme to help us
þ Man is not the subject 

of the Bible

Criteria to Discern the Key OT Theme
54
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Opinions on the Key OT Theme

A. Redemption of Man

54-57



Redemption means 
“to release from ransom”



• People have an 
inherent sense 
that they need 
redemption

Redemption in 
the Media



The Focus of History 
is the Redemption 
Provided by Christ
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The Centrality of the Cross
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The Centrality of the Cross

(a) It is an external structure imposed on the OT from systematic 
theology.

(b) It focuses too much on man rather than God.
(c) Christ is the central person of the Bible, but the OT focuses on Him 

as King more than as Savior (the OT rarely notes the salvation of 
individuals.)

(d) This view also does not include God's program for angels, those not 
redeemed, and creation as a whole, so it is too restrictive.

(e) The view is not traced in the wisdom books (not supported in 
Eccles., Prov., etc.).

(f) It neglects the physical (land) aspects prominent in the OT.

But redemption as the KEY OT Theme has these problems:
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Opinions on the Key OT Theme

A. Redemption of Man
B. Glory of God

54-57



The “Opened” Bible©2003 TBBMI 7.5.06.

The Glory of God



The “Opened” Bible©2003 TBBMI 7.5.06.
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1600 years
40 authors

ONE THEME:
the glory of God

157.5.06. 2©2003 TBBMI

The Glory of God



The “Opened” Bible©2003 TBBMI 7.5.06.

Glory and the Cross

06-31©2003 TBBMI 7.5.06. 40 1



Opinions on the Key OT Theme

A. Redemption of Man
B. Glory of God
C. Sovereignty of God
D. God
E. Creation Faith
F. Deuteronomistic 

Theology of History

G. Worship 
H. Promise (Covenant)

54-57



Types of Unconditional Covenants

Land Seed Blessing

Physical Political Spiritual

Deut. 30:1-10 2 Sam. 7:12-16 Jer. 31:31-34

43

Abrahamic

Land Davidic New



Opinions on the Key OT Theme

A. Redemption of Man
B. Glory of God
C. Sovereignty of God
D. God
E. Creation Faith
F. Deuteronomistic 

Theology of History

G. Worship 
H. Promise (Covenant)
I. No Overall Theme
J. Rule of God
K. Kingdom & Covenants

54-57



The Lord Reigns 1
The Lord reigns, the Lord reigns,

the Lord reigns let the earth rejoice
let the earth rejoice let the earth rejoice

Let the people be glad;
that our God reigns.

(repeat)



The Lord Reigns 2
The heavens declare His 

righteousness.
The people see His glory

For You, O Lord, are exalted
over all the earth
over all the earth.



The Lord Reigns 3The Lord reigns, the Lord reigns,
the Lord reigns let the earth rejoice

let the earth rejoice let the earth rejoice
Let the people be glad;

that our God reigns,
our God reigns,
our God reigns,
our God reigns.



AnimalsGod's Creation…Day 6

"Then God said, 'Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures after their kind: 
cattle and creeping things and beasts 
of the earth after their kind'; and it was 
so.  God made the beasts of the earth 
after their kind, and the cattle after 
their kind, and everything that creeps 
on the ground after its kind; and God 
saw that it was good" (Gen 1:24-25).



ManGod's Creation…Day 6

"Then God said, 'Let Us 
make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; 
and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all 
the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth'" (Gen 1:26).
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God's Creation…Day 6 Woman

in the image of God he 
created him

"So God created man in 
his own image

male and female he created 
them" (Gen 1:27).



Mandate448

and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth'" (Gen 1:28 NLT).

and over the birds 
of the air

and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea

"And God 
blessed them, 
and God said 

to them, 'Be 
fruitful and 

multiply, and 
fill the earth 

and subdue it; 



An All-Encompassing Theme
Genesis 1:26-28

"Then God said, 'Let us make man 
in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish … birds 
… livestock … all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move 
along the ground…'  God blessed 
them and said to them, 'Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it.  Rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the 
air and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.'" 

Revelation 22:5

"There will be no more night. 
They will not need the light of 
a lamp or the light of the sun, 
for the Lord God will give 
them light. And they will reign 
for ever and ever."

Command Fulfillment
The Bible's Theme: God extends His rule to man

Covenants

33
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Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
Ab

ra
ha

m
ic

 C
ov

en
an

t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over His 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with 
saints (Eph. 1:9-
10; Rev. 20:1-6; 

22:5b)

la
nd

se
ed

bl
es

sin
g

G
en

es
is

 1
2:

1-
3

Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.

ISRAEL CHURCH
(National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15)

11th Edition
29 Jan 2023

All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

Law abolished, fulfilled, and 
replaced at the cross (Rom. 7:1-6;

1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

Kingdom & Covenants Timeline 22



My View of the OT's Theme
The Old Testament narrates 
 God's restoring man to participate in His 

kingdom rule for His own glory
  mandated in Eden but lost in the Fall 
  and accomplished by redeeming man 
   through Israel as a kingdom of priests 
   and ultimately through the Messiah, 
    who will reign as Savior and King 
        to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant
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My View of the NT's Theme
The New Testament narrates 
 God's restoring man to participate in His 

kingdom rule for His own glory
  proclaimed by the Church 

   that salvation is by grace alone 
though faith alone 

   in Christ alone
    who will reign as Saviour and King 
        to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant

to the glory of God alone
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My View of the Bible's Theme
The Bible narrates 
 God's restoring man to participate in His 

kingdom rule for His own glory
  though Israel bringing forth the Messiah
   so that the Church may proclaim

   that salvation is in Christ alone
    who will reign as Saviour and King 
        to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant

to the glory of God alone
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The Bible's Chiasm
Repeated Patterns in Reverse Order

Creation New 
Creation

Man's 
Rule 

Lost at 
Fall

Man's
Rule 

Restored at 
Millennium

Christ's 
Redemption

Christ's 
Rule

446



Salvation in All Ages:

B.C.
Looked 

forward to the
Cross of Christ

A.D.
Look 

back at the
Cross of Christ



Church Age Tribulation
(Zech 14:1-2)

Millennium
(Zech 14:6-21)

Rapture
(1 Thess 4:13-18)

2nd Advent
(Zech 14:3-5)

Gog & Magog 
(Armageddon)

(Ezek 38–39)

Gog and Magog 
Revisited

(Rev 20:7-10)

A Dispensational Timeline

Great White
Throne

(Rev 20:11-14)

OT Survey 
page 437

Day of the LORD
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