Who is our Boss?
Psalm 96 (Cyclical Inductive)

Topic:             The Lord’s Kingship

Subject:          Knowing the Lord as King

Complement: leads us to praise and tell others of His return

Purpose:
         The listeners will recognize the Lord as King and the only one who

                        delivers, and in response, will praise Him and tell others of His return.
Introduction 

1. Interest: Most of us have an experience of Democratic government. Singapore is considered as a rule of “benevolent dictatorship.” We do not understand what it means to live under monarchy. But those from countries like Thailand will understand what it means to be under a king. Back where I came from, each village has a king. Disobedience or disrespect to the king can mean death or severe punishment. You don’t dare to take the king lightly and even speak carelessly about him. There is healthy fear for the king in our land.
However, today we are influenced by principles of democracy and personal rights. We live our lives as if we direct our own destiny and future, empowered by our skills and abilities and discoveries. 

Sometimes, we approach God as if He is our buddy, an advisor, a business consultant who is waiting to submit to our whims and fancies. We forget that the Lord is King and He runs the universe and He tells us what to do. Casual spirituality, influenced by many upcoming murky churches, has caused us to take our Lord lightly.

2. Need: This leads us to the question, “Are we living our life declaring the Lord as King or do we run our own life as a king?” Who is our Boss? We often live our lives as if the Lord is not our King. Just look around in the Churches and in believer’s life. See the growing divorce, racism, hatred, denominationalism, etc. Does this sound like we are under the Lord’s Kingship?
3. Subject: Once we recognize who is our King, then it becomes more meaningful to know “why we should praise the Lord as King?”
4. Background: Our casual attitude to the Lord’s kingship is not new. Israel also took the Lord for granted despite repeated warnings of captivity. Both the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom went into captivity for disobeying God. When the Jews returned from their exile in 539 BC, they included this Davidic Psalm, Psalm 96, a song originally written when the “Ark of God” was brought back to Jerusalem with the Lord’s help (1 Chro.16:1-7).
This Psalm is unique as it is one of those six “Kingship” or “Enthronement” Psalms, though it talks about praise. Other Psalms like 145 to150 talks about praising God too, but they do not touch the theme of Kingship. These Kingship psalms were used in Israel’s worship to praise God’s Sovereignty. More importantly, these psalms are also prophetic in nature and points forward to the time when the Lord will establish His righteous millennial reign on earth. The post-exilic Jews expected the Messiah to return and solve all their problems and restore as Isaiah had spoken. Today, we anticipate the return of Jesus to establish His millennial reign on earth.

5. Preview: Today’s passage will reveal three reasons why we should praise the Lord as King.

       Transition: Let us turn to Psalm 96. Verse 1 to 6 gives us the first reason why we

       should praise the Lord as King and that is because… 
I.
A King deserves praise for rescuing His people (96:1-6).
            A King deserves praise for rescuing His people. Let us then…

A. Remember our deliverances.

Let us read verses 1 to 3. 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth

 Sing to the Lord, praise His name; proclaim His salvation day after day.

 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.”

1.
David exhorts to sing to the Lord, that is, to praise the Lord. The reason for this praise is because of the Lord’s “salvation” and “marvelous deeds.” These 
two talk about the Lord’s great and mighty acts of deliverances in the life of David and also to those post-exilic Jews.

2.
These verses remind us of the Lord’s deliverances that we have experienced. We know that He has delivered us from death and the power of sin through Jesus. However, many Christians seem to take the Lord’s free gift of eternal life easily. Not just this, but most of us, if not all, would testify that the Lord has delivered us from many potential dangers of death, like from sickness. For many of us, we may not have experienced such great problems. But we fail to recognize that it was the Lord who delivers us from even the small problems like headache, financial needs and so on. Good health has been taken for granted by many. We fail to recognize that it was the Lord who delivered us. Let us remember what the Lord has done for us and give Him the praise.

 Our King deserves praise for rescuing His people, so … 

B. Don’t fear any earthly powers.

Let us read verses 4 to 6.

“For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.”

1.
Here, David is talking about the greatness of the Lord. He is basically exhorting Israel not to be afraid of the gods and the nations around them. The simple reason is that this God who created the heavens and the earth is their Lord and He is all-powerful. David is basically saying here that we should not be afraid of any earthly powers, whether it is the Taliban, any government for that matter or any human being. Why? Our Lord is great and He created all and we are now in covenant relationship with Him through our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.
Do you have any fears in your life? Does fear of demons, ancestral spirits, Satanist, or even death for that matter haunt you? Whatever fears we have, remember, the Lord is much more able to deliver us than we have realized. Since the Lord will deliver us and keep us protected, let us praise Him.

In verses 1-6, we have seen that the first reason we should praise the Lord as King is because He is our deliverer. Now verses 7-9 tells us the second reason why we should praise the Lord as King and that is because…

II.
The Lord is worthy of praise (96:7-9).   
 The Lord is worthy of praise so let us…

A. Give the Lord credit for what He has done.   

Let us read verses 7 and 8a.

“Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord glory due his name.”

1.
Here, “ascribe” means “give.” In essence, the text is telling here to give to the Lord what is due to Him. What do you think is due to Him? What do you have that does not belong to Him? All that you have and you own belongs to the Lord. What is then due to Him? Give Him the glory; that is due to the Lord. It means, give Him credit for what He has done in your life.

2.
I remember an incident when I was driving in Delhi, India. As I stopped by a traffic light, a beggar appeared suddenly and waved at me. I looked out and his hands were open. I fumbled for some coins and I just had about two-rupee coin, which is about ten cents. It may not be much here, but over there, he could have bought a cup of tea easily and still have some left over. He looked at me and told me, “What will I do with this amount. It is too less.” Sometimes, we are like this beggar, ungrateful and never satisfied with what the Lord has done for us. We think it is too little. At other times, we may say, “it is because of my ability or strength or skills, I have this or achieved that.” 

3.
Do you give the Lord credit for whatever He has done for you? Let us give the credit that is due to Him and praise Him as King for He is worthy of praise.

The Lord is worthy of praise so let us….

B.  Give the Lord an offering publicly.

Let us read verses 8b and 9.
“Bring an offering and come into his courts. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him all the earth.”

1.
Remember how David praised the Lord in front of everyone when the “Ark of God” was brought back to Jerusalem. The text is exhorting us to come before the Lord with an offering. When we go to Church, do we prepare our hearts to take an offering to the Lord? An offering to praise Him and adore Him? When you come to the school, do you prepare to bring an offering? An offering of submission and an attitude of learning and prayer? Are you ashamed to praise the Lord publicly?

2. Sometimes, we are not ashamed to talk about what great things we have done. We want to trumpet our successes and let the world know what a great and dedicated servant of God we are. These verses reminds us to give the Lord an offering publicly and not to give an offering to ourselves. We can offer Him many things, but the most important one is an offering of praise. We praise the Lord because He is holy.

3. In verses 7-9, we have seen that the second reason the Lord must be praised as King is because He is worthy of praise. The third reason we need to praise the Lord as King is because…

III.
The Lord will judge as King (96:10-13). 
The Lord will judge as King and so we must…

A. Declare Him as the Righteous King.

Let us read verse 10.

“Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.”

1.
The verse tells us to declare something. We are to declare, “The Lord reigns.” But the question is, “How does the Lord reign?” He reigns with “equity” or “in righteousness.” It means we are to declare His righteous reign. Where is He reigning? This text seems to imply the Lord’s Sovereign reign over the whole earth, but which is not yet physical.

2.
We are then to declare the Lord as the righteous King. But how do we declare it? We can declare that basically through our lifestyle that testifies to His Kingship. Many Christians would acknowledge Jesus as King, including us. But, do we live under His Kingship or do we do our own thing and attribute all our ways to His Kingship that brings dishonor to Him? Are we declaring the Lord’s Kingship through our life at SBC, our faithfulness and hard work in studies and assignments, our moral and ethical behaviors and convictions and so on? Do we have options between obedience to God’s word and our preferred ways? Do we live a life contrary to the Lord’s Kingship when no one sees us? Let us declare the Lord as the righteous King by living accordingly.  

The Lord will judge as King, so we must…

B. Tell others that the Lord is coming back.

Let us read the last three verses, verses 11 to 13 that lead us to the core of what this Psalm is all about. 

“Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the tress of the forest will sing for joy; they will sing before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth.”

1.
This verses, in particular, is considered eschatological, that is, it stills awaits fulfillment and is in the near future. The post-exilic Jews hoped for the Messiah to come and solve all their problems by establishing His kingdom. They did not see the coming of the Messiah as twice. We know that the Messiah, Jesus Christ, has come about two thousand years ago. Now, we await the return of Jesus to establish His millennial reign on earth. That is why, we see in these verses, the whole creation rejoicing, because they anticipate the restoration of this earth as Isaiah has prophesied.

2.
This hope of Jesus’ second return gives us great joy and hope. This is why the Great Commission of Matthew 28 was given. Before He returns to rule, we must tell others that Jesus is coming back to judge the world. He is not going to ask us our opinions. He is going to judge as King of kings and Lord of lords. When we tell others of His return and the millennia reign, we are praising the Lord and acknowledging His Kingship.

      

Finally, from verses 10-13, we have seen the third reason we must praise the Lord as King and that is because the Lord will judge as King. So, in conclusion, let me summarize what is this Psalm all about. This whole passage reminds us that… 
1. Knowing the Lord as King leads us to praise (Main Idea).
2. Recognize how much the Lord has done for you and thereby praise the King (Restatement of Main Idea).

3. Remember, we praise the Lord as King because

a. The Lord is our deliverer.

b. The Lord is worthy and holy.

c. The Lord is King.  

4. Application/Exhortation: As we reflect on this passage and the message that we have heard; let us search our hearts how we have treated the Lord in our lives? I believe that looking at this Psalm has given us a better idea of Kingship and how to ensure His Kingship over our lives. Some reflective questions will help us in this. Has our view of the Lord been small, someone who is able but may not be willing to help us when we ask Him? Have we been having a casual, carefree attitude of the Lord considering Him to be our buddy, a rich God who caters to our needs and wants? Have we been running our own life lately, taking credit to ourselves and lives ungrateful life? Have we been our own boss? As we bow our heads, let us repent of such attitudes and sins that the Lord is speaking to each one of us. Let us turn back to Him now and say, “Lord Jesus, you are my Boss from today. I acknowledge you as my King.” Let us pray.

5. Lord, we acknowledge that we have not been living under your Kingship though we confess you as King. We have been inconsistent with what we believe and how we live. We ask your forgiveness for taking you casually in its many ways. We also ask for your forgiveness for not praising you in those ways we have seen. Help us and empower us by your Spirit to live our lives acknowledging your Kingship and praising you and declaring the return of Jesus for the millennial reign. In Jesus name. Amen.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. This Psalm is found in the collection of Psalms categorized in Book IV. It is one of the two Psalms written by David in section IV. This Psalm is a continuation of David’s praise (1 Chr.16:23-33) and so, prior to this passage, comes his other psalms (1 Chr.16:8-22), which is found in Ps.105:1-15, and the last three verses (1 Chr.16:34-36) are found in Ps.106:1, 47-48. Obviously, Psalm 95 comes before this passage in its placement. 

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. This passage is in the Bible to teach us that the Lord is worthy to be praised and worshipped (Ps.96:9) for He is the King who rules and reigns (Ps. 96:10) over all and who will bring true justice among the nations. Therefore, we must declare His glory among the nations (Ps.96:3) and proclaim the good news of His salvation each day (Ps.96:2).

Background: What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The historical context of this Psalm is found in 1 Chro.16:1-7. This Psalm was a psalm of thanksgiving and praise to the Lord when the “ark of God” was brought to Jerusalem from its temporary resting place from the house of Obed-Edom. This Psalm was composed (and probably this is the new song in 96:1a) for this delightful occasion.

The Greek LXX provides the psalm (96) with the heading. “When the house was built after the captivity. A song of David.”

Questions

1. What is this “new song” in 96:1a and what does it mean?

2. Why we should “declare His glory and wonders among the nations” (96:3)?

3. How do we “ascribe to Lord” glory (96:7b, 8a)?

4. What kind of “offerings” should I bring (96:8b)?

5. What does it mean to “worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness” (96:9a)?

6. What does “He come to rule” (v.13) mean and where?

7. What is the background to this Psalm if there is any?

8. Who wrote this Psalm and why?

9. Is there a difference in worship today as compared to the time of the psalmist?

10. What does it mean when the psalmist asks the creation to be glad and sing for joy?

The following table is a comparison study of Psalm 96 with four different versions: New International Version (NIV); New King James Version (NKJV); New American Standard Bible (NASB) and English Standard Version (ESV).

	Psalm 96
	NIV
	NKJV
	NASB
	ESV

	v.2a
	Praise
	Bless
	Bless
	Bless

	v.2b
	Proclaim his salvation
	Proclaim the good news
	Proclaim the good tidings
	Tell of his salvation

	v.3b
	Marvelous deeds
	His wonders
	Wonderful deeds
	Marvelous works

	v.6
	Glory
	Beauty
	Beauty
	Beauty

	v.7
	Ascribe
	Give
	Ascribe
	Ascribe

	v.9a
	Splendor of holiness
	Beauty of holiness
	In holy attire
	Splendor of holiness

	v.13d
	Truth 
	Truth 
	Faithfulness 
	Faithfulness 


Some observations:

1. The name “Lord” appears 11 times in Psalms 96, obviously pointing by “repetition” that The Lord is the main theme or the focus in this chapter.

2. The words “sing,” “praise” or “worship” appears 8 times in this chapter and it’s sense is alluded another 4 times in v.11-12. This also signifies David’s purpose of this Psalm.

3. “Declare,” “proclaim” and “say” is used one time each. These three words have same meaning and this also hints that the Psalmist wants something to be proclaimed.

4. The “new song” is the content of praise and the occasion of the praise is the new act of salvation.

5. This Psalm also identifies that the Lord is King and not the “other gods,” and He is coming to rule the earth in righteousness.

The following table is a detailed verse-by-verse analysis in subject and complement format for Psalm 96.

	
	SUBJECT (Z1 + X)
	COMPLEMENT (Z2 +Y)

	Ps.96
	Z1
	X
	Z2
	Y

	v.1a
	The reason
	David exhorts to praise the Lord
	is because
	He has done some new thing.

	v.1b
	The way
	The Lord must be praised
	is by
	everyone

	v.2a
	The means by which
	David exhorts to praise the Lord
	is by
	singing

	v.2b
	The reason
	the good news is to be proclaimed
	is because
	The Lord has provided salvation

	v.3
	The reason
	David exhorts to declare the Lord’s glory
	is because
	He has done marvelous deeds.

	v.4
	The reason
	The Lord must be praised and feared
	is because
	He is above all other gods.

	v.5a
	The reason
	Other gods should not be worshipped
	is because
	they are powerless.

	v.5b
	The reason
	The Lord must be praised and worshipped 
	is because
	He created the whole world

	v.6
	The reason
	The Lord must be worshipped 
	is because
	He is the reigning King

	v.7
	The reason
	The Lord must be worshipped
	is because
	He is all-powerful

	v.8a
	The reason
	The Lord must be worshipped
	is because
	He is worthy.

	v.8b
	The means by which
	David exhorts us to come before the Lord
	is by
	bringing an offering.

	v.9
	The reason
	The Lord must be worshipped and obeyed 
	is because
	He alone is holy

	v.10a
	The reason
	The Lord’s reign must be declared
	is because
	He has created the earth and is in control

	v.10b
	The reason
	the Lord will judge the people righteously
	is because
	He is the King

	v.11-12
	The reason
	David exhorts all creation to rejoice
	is because
	The King is coming soon

	v.13
	The means by which
	The Lord will rule over the earth as King
	is by
	righteousness, justice and truth.


v.1a:   David exhorts to praise the Lord because He has done some new thing

v.1b:   The Lord must be praised by everyone

v.2a:   David exhorts to praise the Lord by singing

v.2b:   The good news is to be proclaimed because the Lord has provided salvation.

v.3:     David exhorts to declare the Lord’s glory because He has done marvelous

           deeds.

v.4:     The Lord must be praised and feared because He is above all other gods.

v.5a:   Other gods should not be worshipped because they are powerless.

v.5b:   The Lord must be praised and worshipped because He created the whole world.

v.6:     The Lord must be worshipped because He is the reigning King.

v.7:     The Lord must be worshipped because He is all-powerful.

v.8a:   The Lord must be worshipped because He is worthy.

v.8b:   David exhorts us to come before the Lord by bringing an offering.

v.9:     The Lord must be worshipped and obeyed because He alone is holy.

v.10a: The Lord’s reign must be declared because He has created the earth and is in

           control.

v.10b: The Lord will judge the people righteously because He is the King.

11-12: David exhorts all creation to rejoice because The King is coming soon.

v.13:   The Lord will rule over the earth as King in righteousness, justice and truth.     

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Passage: Psalm 96:1-13

Title (ESV): Worship in the splendor of holiness

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The reason the Lord must be praised is because He is the reigning King who delivered Israel from their enemies and is coming to rule the earth righteously.
I.
The reason David exhorts to praise the Lord and proclaim what He has done is because He delivered Israel from their enemies and He is above all other gods  (96:1-6).
A. The reason David exhorts that the Lord must be praised is because He has delivered Israel from their enemies (96:1-3).

B. The reason the Lord must be feared and worshipped is because He is above all other gods (96:4-6).

II.
The reason the Lord must be worshipped is because He is Holy and is worthy    (96:7-9).
A. The reason the Lord must be worshipped is because He is worthy (96:7-8a).

B. The reason the Lord must be given an offering is because He alone is Holy (96:8b-9).

III.
The reason the Lord’s reign as King must be declared is because He is coming soon to reign in righteousness, justice and truth (96:10-13).
A. The reason the Lord’s reign must be declared is because He is the Creator and the righteous King (96:10).

B. The reason David exhorts all creation to rejoice is because the Lord is coming to rule the earth in righteousness, justice and truth (96:11-13).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
a. Submitting the Exegetical Idea (EI) to three developmental questions: The reason the Lord must be praised and worshipped is because He is the reigning King who has delivered Israel from their enemies and is coming to rule the earth righteously.
1) Explain it:  I need to explain how the Lord delivered Israel from their enemies and how the ark of God was brought back to Jerusalem. I also need to explain what it means by “the Lord is coming to rule the earth righteously.” I may also need to explain that it is the Lord alone who delivers and not other gods and the Lord is King. Then, the listeners will understand why they need to praise and worship the Lord and witness for Him.

2) Prove it: The connection between what the Lord has done for Israel and what He has done and will do for us.

3) Apply it: The Lord delivered us from many problems, difficulties, potential death due to sicknesses and accidents, etc., so listeners, on recognizing this, ought to praise and worship the Lord and recognize His Kingship now.

b. The listeners will recognize the Lord as King and the only one who delivers, and in response, will praise Him and tell others of His return.

Who is our Boss?

Psalm 96 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction 

1. Interest: Citizens from Democratic countries in comparison to those that come from Kingdoms illustrates our life not seeing the present Kingship of the Lord and also speak on our casual views of God to illustrate how we see our Lord. 
2. Need: Do we live our life declaring the Lord as King or do we run our own life as a king? Who is our Boss?
3. Subject: Why should we praise the Lord as King?
4. Background: It was a song originally sung by David when the “Ark of God” was brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chro.16:1-7). 
5. Preview: Today’s passage will reveal three reasons we should praise the Lord as King.                                                      
6. Transition: Verse 1-6 gives us the first reason and that is because… 
I.
A King deserves praise for rescuing His people (1-6).
A. Remember our deliverances (1-3; list possible examples of deliverances).   

B. Don’t fear any earthly powers (4-6; fearing men, demons, etc.).  

(In verses 1-6, we have seen that the first reason we should praise the Lord as King is because He is our deliverer. Now verses 7-9 tells us the second reason why we should praise the Lord as King and that is because…)

II.
The Lord is worthy of praise (7-9).   
A. Give the Lord credit for what He has done (7-8a; self-credit, ungrateful).   

B. Give the Lord an offering publicly (8b-9; egs. of wrong public offerings).   

(In verses 7-9, we have seen that the second reason the Lord must be praised as King is because He is worthy and holy. The third reason we need to praise the Lord as King is because…)

III.
The Lord will judge as King (10-13). 
A. Declare Him as the righteous King (10; list lifestyle contrary to Kingship). 
B. Tell others that the Lord is coming back (11-13; Great Commission).   

       (So what is the key point of this Psalm? This whole passage reminds that…) 
Conclusion

1. Knowing the Lord as King leads us to praise (MI).
2. Recognize how much the Lord has done for you and thereby praise the King (Restated MI and repeat MPs).

3. Application/Exhortation: Challenge to reassess and repent of our view of the Lord as too small, our casual views of Him and to acknowledge Him as our Boss, our King.  

4. Prayer
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