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Trusting in Our Shepherd
Psalm 23

Topic:	Faith
Subject:	How can I trust God to guide me?
Complement:	Listen to his voice and then obey
Purpose:	The listeners will listen to his voice and then obey.
Introduction
Interest: We don’t really comprehend what it means for God to be our shepherd.
Need: What if I miss God’s will—either by sinful choices or mistake?
Subject: How can I trust God to guide me? 
Preview: Where are we going in this message…
God’s role
Embracing God’s guidance
What if I mess up?
Text: Psalm 23
I.	God’s role is to shepherd us (1-3).
“Sheep require, more than any other class of livestock, endless attention and meticulous care” (Philip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23).
We never lack when God shepherds us.
Sheep don’t lie down to rest if they feel any discomfort or danger. Even bugs disturb them.
But knowing that the shepherd is there enables them to rest. 
“In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, O LORD, will keep me safe” (Ps 4:8).
“He leads me beside peaceful streams”—sheep will drink from polluted streams if they are thirsty without good water to drink.
He wants to restore our souls:
Psa. 42:5  Why are you cast down, O my soul,
			and why are you in turmoil within me?
	 	Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
			my salvation
The word “cast down” refers to sheep that fall on their back and cannot get up without the shepherd’s help!
Sheep will destroy the same familiar grass and trample their downtrodden paths as they do not like the unfamiliar—just like us. So the (S)hepherd will guide into new paths as the initiator. 

(Yet we must follow…)
II.	Our role is to embrace God’s guidance
Prov. 21:1 “The king’s heart is like a stream of water directed by the LORD; he guides it wherever he pleases.” 
The king has no responsibility here!
This impacts us, but our role is only to embrace how God directs our leaders. 
God guides as we live faithfully and delight in Him in our current situation. 
Psa. 37:3    	Trust in the LORD and do good.
		Then you will live safely in the land and prosper.
4 Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you your heart’s desires.
God’s guidance principles
He guides us in his sovereignty.
He calls us to delight in him. 
He asks us to obey based on what we know.
His solutions are in his time and often require waiting and trusting!
When we’re afraid God won’t meet our needs, we are tempted to provide our own solutions and go to the wrong sources for guidance:

(What happens if I mess up?)
III.	God redeems situations when we mess up.
Jacob deceived his father and brother, forcing him to run for his life. But god used him to establish the 12 tribes of Israel.
David committed adultery and murder, yet Bathsheba gave birth to Solomon, who wrote much of our poetic books. 
These people had to live with the difficult consequences of their choices and situations. 
But, at the same time, God redeemed the situations and used them to accomplish his purposes!
Conclusion
Trust in God as your shepherd (Main Idea).
Every religion gives us rules to follow, but only Christianity provides us with a Shepherd.
Application: How does the Lord become my shepherd?
He must first be my Savior. 
John 10:4 When the shepherd has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, and they know his voice.
