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Sighing on the Dotted Line

Nehemiah 10

Topic:
Commitment
Theme:
To renew our commitment to God, 
Thrust:
leaders must lead and followers must follow.
Purpose:
The listeners will become members at Crossroads.
1. Interest: [We often think commitment doesn’t need to be renewed.]

a) [Commitment needs renewal in marriage.]

(1) A wife once complained to her husband that he never said, “I love you.”  He retorted, “Hey!  I told you 20 years ago that I loved you.  If anything changes I’ll let you know!”

(2) Aww, men!  It goes both ways, though—like in the classic movie, Fiddler on the Roof.  One key part is when the old Jewish man Tevye sings to his wife Goldie, “Do You Love Me?” She doesn’t answer.  

(a) T: Goldie, do you love me? G: Do I what? 
(b) T: Do you love me? 
(c) G: You’re a fool! 
(d) T: I know! But do you love me? 
(e) G: Do I love him? For twenty-five years I’ve cooked for him, cleaned for him, starved with him. Twenty-five years my bed is his. If that’s not love - what is?
(f) She never does say “I love you” even though she implies it.

(3) But it’s nice to verbalize it, too? Isn’t it?  I tell my wife about 20 times a day that I love her, but I know in Eastern marriages it’s different.

(4) Commitment needs renewal in marriage.

b) Commitment needs renewal in other areas of life besides marriage.

(1) In one faculty review at SBC, the key question was, “How long do you expect to teach here at SBC?”  That’s in essence asked me how committed I am to stay on the team.  The CIC pastoral search committee asked me to commit two years.
(2) My mission agency requires me to sign our doctrinal statement each December that says my beliefs remain the same.  

2. Individual Need: We also need to renew our commitment to God too, don’t you think?  When was the last time you recommitted yourself to God?

a) As a new Christian I memorized Romans 12:1, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship” (NAU).

b) Well meaning teachers said that the Greek aorist tense here for “to present” meant a “once for all,” never to be repeated.  I reasoned, “Well, I already did that, so I guess I don’t need to renew that commitment!”

c) But that’s actually not true of this tense.  When you think about it, don’t we need to commit our bodies to God every day?
3. Church Need: But don’t you think as a church we need to renew our commitment to God too?  When was the last time we together recommitted ourselves to God?  But how do we do this?

4. Subject: How should our church renew our commitment to God?
5. Background: Here’s where Neh. 10 can help. Much had occurred up to here.

a) Jerusalem’s temple had already been restored and dedicated, then God used Nehemiah to build the wall around the city.

b) But a nice city wall alone was incomplete.  The people needed to renew their commitment to the Lord, so in chapters 8–9 God used Ezra to lead a revival where they were convicted by listening to God’s Word and responded in confession.

c) But that still wasn’t enough for real community renewal!
6. Text: Nehemiah 10 shows how they fully committed to the Lord.
7. Preview: This chapter gives us two steps to covenant renewal.  
8. Transition: The first step toward renewing covenant to God is…
I.
Leaders must lead in committing to God. 
A. Judah’s leaders committed to God in a public document (9:38–10:27).
1. Israel’s leaders signed a public document of commitment to God (9:38–10:1a).
a) Why put their promise into writing (9:38c)?  Why not just make a verbal agreement? There is something more official and serious about writing down your commitment.

(1) For one, people can look at the promise in years to come whereas spoken words are easily forgotten.

(2) We all like ambiguity when making commitments.  It gives us a way out—but writing it down clears up what we’re actually promising.

b) Did only the leaders sign it or did all the people (1)?  Why not all the people?  I suspect it was only the leaders, for most of the people were probably illiterate and there were tens of thousands of them anyway.

2. The leaders who signed commitment included both the so-called secular and religious men (10:1b-27).

a) The civil governor Nehemiah and also Zedekiah signed it (1b).

b) Priests who offered sacrifices to God signed it (2-8).

c) Levites who assisted priests and taught the people signed it (9-13).

d) Other leaders within the tribes signed it (14-27).

B. Leaders show their commitment to God by committing to those they lead.

1. Here are seven solemn vows I have made in my life:

a) Marry only a Christian (age 16)

b) Remain a virgin until marriage (age 16)

c) Drive the speed limit the rest of my life (age 17)

d) Read the Bible 5 minutes every day of my life (age 19)

e) Never divorce my wife Susan (age 25)

f) Never be sexually unfaithful to Susan (age 25)

g) Never say “no” to any place God leads me (age 25)
2. We expect our Crossroads leaders to set the example by publicly affirming their commitment to God and this church.

a) Prospective elders must attend the church at least six months before being considered.

b) Elders must first serve the body—especially in teaching or preaching.

c) Elders must officially be members.

3. I promise that I will remain committed to this body until the Lord brings a new pastor-teacher.

a) Now I am torn between showing commitment to my family and the church (Susan and I are in the sandwich stage of life between ageing parents & launching sons).

b) Many missionaries at this point in their lives leave the field.  I only know of only three who stayed (Poulsons, Farlows, Creasmans), and one handled this by bringing their aged mother to Singapore.  We are blessed that Susan’s sister cares for their Mom.
c) Paul told Timothy, “But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their own household, have denied the true faith. Such people are worse than unbelievers” (1 Tim. 5:8).

d) In the meantime, I continue to look for other pastor-teachers who can help shepherd this flock.

(What good would it have done for the leaders and Nehemiah to set the tone if the people wouldn’t respond? How should our church renew our commitment to God?  This leads us to our second movement of the text that says that…)

II.
Followers must follow in committing to God.
A. Judah’s people publicly committed themselves to obey the document (28-39).

1. They had already separated from pagans and agreed in general to obey the Lord (28-29).

2. They vowed to prohibit their children to marry pagans (30).

3. They committed to uphold various Sabbath laws (31).

4. They promised to support God’s temple (32-39).

a) They promised to pay the annual temple tax (32-33).

b) They promised to bring wood for the altar (34).

c) They promised to give to God first, whether of harvest, sons, or animals (35-37a).

d) They promised to tithe all income (37b-39).

B. Followers show their commitment to God by committing to those who lead them.

1. This is a timely reminder in light of today being the last day of the fiscal year!

2. It does little good if leaders have no followers today too. An old Native American proverb says, “Let him who thinks he leads turn around to see if anyone is following.”  In other words, what good are leaders without followers?

3. I often boast about you to other Christian leaders how, even though many of you are leaders in missions and the marketplace, you still know how to follow.

4. However, you may have noticed the sermon title for today: “Sighing on the bottom line.”  Did you think it was a typo?  It wasn’t!

a) If anyone knows about the demands of ministry here, I do.  Please remember that CIC is only one of six key ministries that I have:

(1) WorldVenture: I serve as field director here, responsible for bringing in new missionaries and to attend Asia-wide leadership training in Bangkok this week.

(2) SBC: This past semester I have taught 4 courses to 134 students (2013: 2 to 65)
(3) Itinerate Teaching: I continue to teach in 12 other countries—so far only Nepal and Sri Lanka this year—but also have trips to Myanmar in 2014.

(4) CIC: Add to this the pastoral joys of preaching, leading the elder meetings, bringing in new members, planning the preaching schedule for the year, etc.

(5) TBB leadership gets Bible materials into 35 languages.

(6) BSD is the website I update daily.

(7) You wonder how I do it all?  It’s a team effort!

b) How about you?  Are you part of the team?

(1) Membership: I commend those of you who are officially members of Crossroads, but many of you have been part of our fellowship for many months but, for some reason, you are “sighing on the dotted line.”  

(a) Why not join others who are “signing on the dotted line” in terms of our doctrinal statement and commit to be accountable to CIC?

(b) What’s involved?  Basically doing what the Israelites did in making these commitments [read covenant].

(c) What keeps you from being an official part of us?  Keep your membership in your home country but still be a member at CIC!

(d) Maybe you don’t have a form, so let’s pass these out to us all.

(2) Involvement: Of course, signing a membership application isn’t the ultimate goal—it’s to glorify the Lord in our service here—like they did in Nehemiah 3 by each of them building their part of the wall.

(a) I believe we have untapped potential here!

(b) So here are the key present needs:

(i) Treasurer
(ii) Evangelism coordinator

(iii) Missions coordinator, etc.
Conclusion

1. Subject: How should our church renew our commitment to God?
2. To renew our commitment to God, leaders must lead and followers must follow (MI).

3. Exhortation/Application: 

a) Who will become members at Crossroads?

b) Who will fill in needs that we already have, especially as we approach the summer months?

4. In 1776 the USA began with 56 men who signed the “Declaration of Independence.” 

5. Today we need to sign our own “Declaration of Dependence.” 

a) Individually sign it.

b) “Take My Life and Let It Be”

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The reading of the Word of God had brought great conviction on the people for their sins (9:1-4).

2. Then the leaders prayed to acknowledge God’s patience with his stubborn people during the whole history of Israel (9:5-37).
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Now the question arises, “Is prayer of confession enough?  Shouldn’t it be followed by action?  Yes, but what kind of action?”
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Ancient Israel acknowledged public decisions with a “manifesto” to remember commitments made:

a) Miriam taught the people a song after the Exodus so Israel could recall their commitment to follow only the LORD (Exod. 15).

b) At the crossing of the Jordan, each tribe had a representative take a stone from the center of the river as a testimony that they actual did cross that spot (Josh. 4).
Questions

1. “In view of all this” (9:38a, NTL) refers to what?

2. What is a solemn promise (38b)?  What would be examples today?

3. Why put their promise into writing (9:38c)?  Why not just make a verbal agreement? There is something more official and serious about writing down your commitment.

a) For one, people can look at the promise in years to come whereas spoken words are easily forgotten.

b) We all like ambiguity when making commitments.  It gives us a way out—but writing it down clears up what we’re actually promising.

4. Why actually sign their names?

5. What did it mean to “ratify” the document (1a)?

6. What did it mean to “seal” the document (1b)?

7. Did only the leaders sign it or did all the people (1)?  Why not all the people?  I suspect it was only the leaders, for most of the people were probably illiterate and there were tens of thousands of them anyway.

8. What’s the difference between these groups of leaders (1-27)?

9. What actually did the people vow to do and vow not to do (28-39)?

a) They had already separated from pagans and agreed in general to obey the Lord (28-29).

b) They vowed to prohibit their children to marry pagans (30).

c) They committed to uphold various Sabbath laws (31).

d) They promised to support God’s temple (32-39).

(1) They promised to pay the annual temple tax (32-33).

(2) They promised to bring wood for the altar (34).

(3) They promised to give to God first, whether of harvest, sons, or animals (35-37a).

(4) They promised to tithe all income (37b-39).

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. iTunes purchase agreement for free iPhone apps.

2. At Crossroads we require members to sign their names to our church covenant.

3. Have you ever sworn a curse on yourself for not following the Lord (29)?

4. Here are seven solemn vows I have made in my life:

a) Marry only a Christian (age 16)

b) Remain a virgin until marriage (age 16)

c) Drive the speed limit the rest of my life (age 17)

d) Read the Bible 5 minutes every day of my life (age 19)

e) Never divorce my wife Susan (age 25)

f) Never be sexually unfaithful to Susan (age 25)

g) Never say “no” to any place God leads me (age 25)
Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Isn’t it sufficient to make a verbal agreement?  Not in marriage, not in securing agreement for a rental, not in buying a house or car, not even in making a $10 VISA purchase—so how much more should we be willing to sign our names as faithful servants of he God who made us?
Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Sighing on the Dotted Line
Nehemiah 10
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way Judah publicly renewed their commitment to God was by the leaders signing and the people vowing to obey a document with stipulations committing them as a unique people for God.

I.
The way the leaders of Judah publicly renewed their commitment to God was by signing a written commitment (9:38–10:27).
A. Israel’s leaders signed a public document of commitment to God (9:38–10:1a).
B. The leaders who signed commitment included the so-called secular and religious men (10:1b-27).

1. The civil governor Nehemiah and also Zedekiah signed it (1b).

2. Priests who offered sacrifices to God signed it (2-8).

3. Levites who assisted priests and taught the people signed it (9-13).

4. Other leaders within the tribes signed it (14-27).

II. The way the people of Judah publicly renewed their commitment to God was by vowing to obey the document’s stipulations committing them as a unique people for God (28-39).

A. They had already separated from pagans and agreed in general to obey the Lord (28-29).

B. They vowed to prohibit their children to marry pagans (30).

C. They committed to uphold various Sabbath laws (31).

D. They promised to support God’s temple (32-39).

1. They promised to pay the annual temple tax (32-33).

2. They promised to bring wood for the altar (34).

3. They promised to give to God first, whether of harvest, sons, or animals (35-37a).

4. They promised to tithe all income (37b-39).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will become members at Crossroads.
Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Introduction

1. Interest: We often think commitment doesn’t need to be renewed.
2. Need: When was the last time you recommitted yourself to God?
3. Subject: How should our church renew our commitment to God?
4. Background: Postexilic Jews had rebuilt the city but needed to renew their commitment to the Lord.
5. Text: Nehemiah 10
6. Preview: There are two steps to community renewal.
7. Transition: The first step toward renewing commitment to God is…
I.
Leaders must lead in committing to God.
A. Judah’s leaders committed to God in a public document (9:38–10:27).
1. Israel’s leaders signed a public document of commitment to God (9:38–10:1a).
2. The leaders who signed commitment included the so-called secular and religious men (10:1b-27).

a) The civil governor Nehemiah and also Zedekiah signed it (1b).

b) Priests who offered sacrifices to God signed it (2-8).

c) Levites who assisted priests and taught the people signed it (9-13).

d) Other leaders within the tribes signed it (14-27).

B. Leaders show their commitment to God by committing to those they lead.

II.
Followers must follow in committing to God.
A. Judah’s people publicly committed themselves to obey the document (28-39).

1. They had already separated from pagans and agreed in general to obey the Lord (28-29).

2. They vowed to prohibit their children to marry pagans (30).

3. They committed to uphold various Sabbath laws (31).

4. They promised to support God’s temple (32-39).

a) They promised to pay the annual temple tax (32-33).

b) They promised to bring wood for the altar (34).

c) They promised to give to God first, whether of harvest, sons, or animals (35-37a).

d) They promised to tithe all income (37b-39).

B. Followers show their commitment to God by committing to those who lead them.

Conclusion

1. To renew our commitment to God, leaders must lead and followers must follow (Main Idea).

2. Exhortation/Application: 

a) Are you a member at Crossroads?

b) What’s your role here?
Introduction

1. We often think commitment doesn’t need to be renewed.
2. How should our church renew our commitment to God?
I.
Leaders must lead in committing to God.
A. Judah’s leaders committed to God in a public document (9:38–10:27).
B. Leaders show their commitment to God by committing to those they lead.

II.
Followers must follow in committing to God.
A. Judah’s people publicly committed themselves to obey the document (28-39).

B. Followers show their commitment to God by committing to those who lead them.

Conclusion

1. To renew our commitment to God, leaders must lead and followers must follow (Main Idea).

2. What to do? 
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Sighing on the Dotted Line
Nehemiah 10
Introduction

1. We often think commitment doesn’t need to be renewed.

2. How should our church renew our ___________________ to God?

I.
___________________ must ________________ in committing to God.

A. Judah’s leaders committed to God in a public document (9:38–10:27).

B. Leaders show their commitment to God by committing to those they lead.

II.
___________________ must ________________ in committing to God.

A. Judah’s people publicly committed themselves to obey the document (28-39).

B. Followers show their commitment to God by committing to those who lead them.

Conclusion

1. To renew our commitment to God, leaders must lead and followers must follow (Main Idea).

2. What should you do? 

Thought Questions:

3. This time you need not read Nehemiah 10 aloud.  Instead, look for the basic structure of the chapter and write it below in your own words.
4. What vows have you made in your life?  Have you kept them?

5. How can you better show commitment to the CIC family?

Declaration of Dependence

Before God, I commit myself to live according to the above prayer.

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Date:
Lord, we give ourselves to fully follow you, whatever it may mean.  Take every aspect of our lives and use us for your purpose to glorify your name.  
Declaration of Dependence

Before God, e commit ourselves to live according to the above prayer.
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