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Main Idea: 

Remembering God’s Deliverance and Faithfulness
Subject: 

How should the Israelites remember God after they cross over the Jordon river?
Complement: 

The 12 tribes of Israel should gather a stone from the river and build a memorial after 

they cross over as a testimony of God’s deliverance and teach their children whenever they ask about the stones. This will let the people of the earth know God is mighty and His people will fear Him (v.24).

Theological Idea: 
Remembering God’s mighty deeds will testify to the nations that the Lord is great and train generations to fear Him.

Homiletical Idea: 
The Reason for the Stones is So That We Can Remember.
INTRODUCTION
It’s half time. We’ve just cross the halfway mark of 2016. [Elaborate, explain, encourage audience to reflect and remember – to take stock]

Power of stories. Everybody loves a story. Propositions vs Narrative. And God saith vs. Once upon a time… Why? Because stories have the power and potency to persuade, plead, propose and to make permanent impression on our minds and hearts. Stories help us to remember the past, hope for the future and live for the present. Some people live in the past. Some always can’t seem to be patient enough to get over the present. Others wishfully hope for the future. 

TS: Today, we want to take stock and remember all that God has done. To do so, we go back to an old story that many may have forgotten. We want to learn how God helps His people remember Him. Turn with me to Joshua 4. Joshua 4. To help you remember this sermon, I’ve alliterated the outline with “S(s)’ and “Cs”. First we will tell the story, then we will look at the stones, and then move to Israel’s story before looking at His-Story and finally our own stories.
BODY

A. The Story (vv.1-24)

The people of Israel are at the threshold of a new beginning. They have wandered over 40 years in the wilderness and now it’s time to conquer the land flowing with milk and honey, the land promised to their forefathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God commanded the Levites bearing the Ark of the Covenant to lead the people first by stepping into the Jordan River at its peak (3:15-16). The entire nation (v.1) passed over the Jordan.

1.  Nations’ Crossing (v.1 )– All the nation

2. God’s Command (vv.2-3) – 12 men from each tribe, a man. Take 12 stones from the midst of Jordan where the priests stood. Lay them down in place where they will lodge that night which is in Gilgal.

Context: Where? Gilgal – “The reproach is rolled away.” The reproach of their disobedience and lack of faith in God which led their forefathers to wander in the wilderness for 40 years.

3. Joshua’s Command (vv.4-5)  - He appointed the men, each to carry a stone upon his shoulder. 

4.  Joshua’s Personal Consecration (v.9) – Not commanded by God but he did it out of personal reasons.

B. The Stones (vv.4-7)

The selection of the men – one from each tribe (v.4)

The size of the stones – Upon his shoulder – BIG! (v.5)

The sign of the stones – purpose of the whole exercise (v.6)

The story of the stones – God performed a miracle (v.7)

C. Israel’s Story
History of Israel

In Deuteronomy 4:9-10a, Moses warned the Israelites to “give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons. Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb.”

God wanted the Israelites to hear again and again His commandments because He knew that they have the propensity to forget too quickly the miracles He has done for this wandering nation. Not only are they to “give heed” and “keep…diligently” the things they have witnessed and heard, they are to “make them known” to their descendents for generations to come

The prophet Joel reiterates this when he says “Tell your sons about it, and let your sons tell their sons, and their sons the next generation” (Joel 1:3)
The stone monument the 12 tribes of Israel erected was a powerful visual prompter of the unseen God. The nation of Israel had a problem with memory lapses, as the history of this ungrateful nation has demonstrated repeatedly. The rock monument in their midst is a visual prompt. The children of the next generation will ask their fathers, “What do these stones mean to you?” That question demands an answer, and a new generation will understand the power of God’s deliverance through repeating the story. Interestingly, this narrative ends with these words: “…that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, so that you may fear the LORD your God forever” (Josh. 4:24). 

It suggests that Israel’s faithfulness to God is an exercise of intentional remembrance that has a global missional derivative benefit. The peoples of the earth will come to know this God of miracles through Israel’s collective memory of Him. To remember God’s deeds and His commandments is to proclaim and glorify His name to all nations.

Sadly, we know that the people did not fulfill their part of the bargain to remember. The Old Testament is a chronicle of Israel’s repeated failure to hear and heed God’s commandments and statues. 

In Psalm 78:10-11, the psalmist laments that Ephraim (representing Israel as a whole) “did not keep the covenant of God and refused to walk in His law; they forgot His deeds and His miracles that He had shown them.” 

At the end of the Book of Judges, the author could only summarize the moral compass of Israel as “everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Jud. 21:25) 

Israel’s rejection of God is further seen in the prophets whom God has sent to warn Israel. Except for the unwilling prophet Jonah (Jon. 3:5), almost all prophets’ preaching fell on deaf ears. 

Israel’s recalcitrance towards God and His anointed prophets is summarized in 2 Chronicles 36:15-16, “And the LORD, the God of their fathers sent word to them again and again by His messengers… but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets.”

TS: So what can we do? 
D. His Story

1. The story of His birth

2. The story of His miracles

3. The story of the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:17-20)

4. The story of His death and resurrection.

E. CONCLUSION 

1. Our Personal Story

2. CIC’s Story

