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Why You Should Do Crazy Things

Jeremiah 32

Topic:
Faith

Subject:
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!

Complement:
It shows you’re fitting into His plans.

Purpose:
The listeners will obey God’s “unreasonable demand” in their lives by faith.

Closing:
“Ah, Lord God, Nothing is Too Difficult for Thee” (Jer. 32:17)
Meditation:
Jeremiah 29:11
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: Some people are crazy enough to fly and drive the same vehicle (narrate car-plane slides).  Crazy, isn’t it?

2. Hint at Subject: At this church you have learned how to do sensible, smart things.

a) You’ve learned how to minister under God’s authority structures.

b)  You’ve learned how to be good stewards of your money.

c) You’ve learned how to get along with your friends.

3. But today I want to balance this by showing why to do crazy things.  We’ll see…

a) How to get your authorities to fight against you

b) How to waste money

c) How to embarrass yourself in front of your friends

4. No one has spoken on these things for a while, right?  Good!  I don’t like speaking on the same things as others.  Now does God ask us to do some unreasonable things?  It sure seems like He does!

5. Intro to MPI: So what should you do when God asks you to do something “crazy”?

6. Here’s where Jeremiah 32 can help.  What crazy request is made in Jeremiah 32?

I.
[Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless field when God told him to (1-12).]

A. [The story is a year before Jerusalem fell with Zedekiah ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).]

1. Context is key here because, wow, it is the 10th year of Zedekiah!  Say it, “Wow!  The tenth year of Zedekiah!”  That means nothin’ to you, right?  We don’t see time by our political leader’s years—like this is the 6th year of Lee, which is the 1st year of Obama.

2. But Zedekiah ruled only 11 years, and he was the last king of Judah, so dating is key.  It’s 587 BC—the Babylonians have conquered up to Jerusalem and have been outside Jerusalem’s gates for a year now.  They’ll destroy the city in less than a year (586 BC), so we’re half way through the siege (1).  Soon Jews will be deported to Babylon.

3. Verse 2 says clearly that Jerusalem is besieged and Jeremiah imprisoned (2).

(And what profit is there to confine the prophet?  Verses 3-5 note that…)

4. Zedekiah is exasperated at Jeremiah because his prophecies seem unreasonable (3-5)—even though he’s been preaching 38 years!

a) “Don’t preach that Jerusalem will fall!  That’s negative!  Don’t you have a word of encouragement for the people?” (3).  

b) “Don’t say I’ll be a prisoner in Babylon.  That’s ridiculous!” (4-5a).

c) “Quit telling the people not to defend themselves!  That’s cowardice!” (5b).

d) In fact, Jeremiah 24 had compared the Jews to figs—the bad ones would stay in the city but the good ones surrender!

(So what do you do when you are on the king’s bad side?)

B. [Jeremiah showed faith in God by buying a field (6-12).]

1. Jeremiah tells Zedekiah a story how God wanted him to buy a field in faith (6-7).

a) What is the significance of buying a field?

(1) Leviticus 25:25 says that if a person becomes so poor that he has to sell his land, his nearest relative must buy it.

(2) Anathoth was Jeremiah’s hometown four kilometers north of Jerusalem. Since he was the closest relative, God’s will was for him to buy the land.

b) But what’s really significant is he needed to buy the field at this time!  Why?

(1) Anathoth was in Babylonian hands!  Waste money to buy enemy land?!

(2) I bet King Zedekiah was sitting there thinking Jeremiah was a lunatic to even consider this bad debt loss!

2. Sure enough, right after God’s revelation, Jeremiah’s cousin came to the courtyard and requested the redemption (8a).

a) What was Jeremiah to do?  Surely God’s command didn’t refer to land that was virtually worthless, did it?

b) What would you do?  If it was January 1942 and your relative’s land in Japanese-occupied Kranji was for sale, would you go spend your hard-earned money on this property if it was totally unusable and useless?  Crazy!  No way!

3. But Jeremiah obeyed by buying the field (8b-12).

(Now God’s message here for us doesn’t relate to fields.  Is there a general principle?  Yes…)

II.
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it! (Part 1 of Main Idea)

[If you know you are obeying God, obey even if others think you’re an idiot.]
Need some crazy examples?  Perhaps we’re not talking about a field but a building!  How?

A. Years ago at SBC we embarked on an aggressive building project called Project Nehemiah during the huge 1998 economic downturn.  People said, “You’re crazy!  How in the world can you raise the needed S$8.5 million?”

1. We replied, “We’re training 403 students now, but God wants us to train more students and train them better.  We’re confident that to do this we need a new academic block.  Like the biblical Nehemiah, we too must expand.”

2. So even though some said it was a dumb time to build, we built in His name.

B. Learn Spanish in school and then minister to Chinese.

1. I spent five years in school to get fairly fluent in Spanish, thinking that God had called me to South America.  I did this to obey the Lord.

2. Then God called me to Asia? I’ve never met a Spanish-speaking Chinese!  But…

3. “To obey is better than sacrifice”(1 Sam. 15:22), so I went to Asia instead!

C. [Work in a menial job that’s below your abilities.]

1. One of our Sri Lankan students a few years back was James Kanaganayagam.  He married a woman named Shevanthi Senahayaki Kanaganayagam who was a year behind him in school, so he needed to find work for a year until she graduated.

2. The only job available was to duplicate cassettes for a Christian tape ministry.  He was paid pitiful wages, was treated unethically, and had to learn all kinds of things about audio-visual ministry that he didn’t want to learn.  After all, he was trained and qualified to be a pastor, not a cassette duplicator!

3. Though humanly James considered this plan “crazy,” He also knew it was God’s will since he knew God called him to live with his wife (1 Pet. 3:7), so he did it.

D. [Start a primary school when you have never even had a child in primary school.]

1. Like James, you may feel overqualified, but at other times you feel under-qualified!

2. I felt under-qualified when we came to Singapore and our children didn’t function well in the Singapore schools.  

3. Since the American school and the other western schools were too expensive, I was a key member of the initial board of International Community School—a Christian expatriate school here serving the business and missionary community.

4. What was crazy about this was I had never had a child in primary school before!  Here I was, interviewing teachers with no idea what to ask, renting property, etc.

5. Yet I knew “God chooses the weak things of the world” (1 Cor. 1:27)… like me.

(So God sometimes will tell you to do “crazy” things.  But why does He do this?  This is because…)

III. Doing “crazy” things shows you’re fitting into His plans (13-44). (Part 2 of Main Idea)

[God’s will often looks crazy to us, but doing it shows you know who holds your future.] 

A. Jeremiah’s purchase taught that property would be bought again after the exile (13-44).

1. Notice in verses 13-15 how Jeremiah expresses confidence that houses and land would be traded again in Israel after the Babylonian era.

2. Jeremiah’s prayer and prophecy in the rest of the chapter develops this idea of how God would restore the land to Israel.  [Read vv. 17, 25 if time.]

B. You see, God has His reasons for asking us to do the unreasonable.

1. Sometimes we find out these reasons.

a) At SBC, due to the economic slowdown, our new S$8.5 building ended up costing only S$5.8 million!  We saved nearly S$3 million and now have 500 students!

b) What about my learning Spanish?  This helped me learn French, German, Greek, and Hebrew to make it through my seven-year tribulation at Dallas Seminary.

c) And what happened to James Kanaganayagam after returning to Sri Lanka?  There was an opening for director of Back to the Bible Radio Ministry in Colombo.  They were looking for a native Sri Lankan with both biblical training and broad experience in multimedia ministry!  James told me that had he not worked for 3M (Miserable Media Ministry—not the real name!), he would never know how to direct his staff of 36 production engineers, announcers, script writers, and the like.

2. But at times we don’t know why God has us do “crazy” things.  

a) I don’t know why God called me to help start International Community School, but now ICS has almost 400 students and it provided Susan ministry opportunities for years—plus trained our sons.

b) I also believe that our move next week to the YMCA is God’s crazy will.  We’ve been here 3 years and seen God’s hand among us, but the leaders all agree that the timing is right—more central location, more suitable facilities for us, easy to get to (just walk in and turn left!), ability to eat in the room, restaurant attached.

c) This crazy move will better help us achieve our vision to love.

Conclusion

1. So the point of this passage is still clear: When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!  It shows you’re fitting into His plans (Main Idea).  Don’t misunderstand me.  Not every crazy idea is God’s will, but only those in line with His Word.

2. What “field” is God telling you to buy?  What “crazy” demand is He making of you?  Let’s bow together and consider what He’s asking us to do…

a) Trust a crucified man who died for you 2000 years ago?

b) Share the gospel with that person whom you “just know won’t respond”?

c) Learn one language and then witness in another?

d) Start a new ministry—or stay in your ministry—that others may think ludicrous?

e) Spend your money on what others may think stupid?

3. “God, thank you that you actually make no crazy requests of us.  You just ask us to obey by faith.  Help us to follow wholeheartedly.  In the name of Jesus, Amen.”

HA Message/GBC/Cov. Com. Baptist/IBC/Back to the Bible
Dr. Rick Griffith

28 May 1999—January 2000/Feb 00/30 July 2000/23 Oct 05
Single Message
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Why You Should Do Crazy Things

Jeremiah 32

Topic:
Faith

Subject:
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!

Complement:
It shows you’re fitting into His plans.

Purpose:
The listeners will obey God’s “unreasonable demand” in their lives by faith.

Closing:
“Ah. Lord God, Nothing is Too Difficult for Thee” (Jer. 32:17)
Meditation:
Jeremiah 29:11
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: At this church you have learned how to do smart things.

a) You learn how to minister under God’s authority structures.

b) You learn how to be good stewards of your money.

c) You learn how to get along with your friends.

2. But today I want to balance this by showing why to do crazy things.  We’ll see…

a) How to get your authorities to fight against you

b) How to waste money

c) How to embarrass yourself in front of your friends

3. You haven’t had anyone speak on these things for a while, have you?  Good!  I don’t like speaking on the same things as others.  Now does God ask us to do some unreasonable things?  It sure seems like He does!

4. Intro to MPI: So what should you do when God asks you to do something “crazy”?

5. Here’s where Jeremiah 32 can help.  What crazy request is made in Jeremiah 32?

I.
[Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless field when God told him to (1-12).]

A. [The story is a year before Jerusalem fell with Zedekiah ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).]

1. Context is key here because, wow, it is the 10th year of Zedekiah!  Say it with me, “Wow!  The tenth year of Zedekiah!”  That means nothing to you, right?  We don’t see time by our PM’s years.  We don’t say this is the “second year of Lee.”

2. But if you realize Zedekiah ruled only 11 years, and he was the last king of Judah, this becomes very significant.  It’s 587 BC—after the Babylonians have been outside Jerusalem’s gates for a year now—and they will destroy the city in less than a year (586 BC), so we’re half way through the siege (1).

3. Verse 2 says clearly that Jerusalem is besieged and Jeremiah imprisoned (2).

(And what profit is there to confine the prophet?  Verses 3-5 note that…)

4. Zedekiah is exasperated at Jeremiah because his prophecies seem unreasonable (3-5)—even though he’s been preaching 38 years!

a) “Don’t preach that Jerusalem will fall!  That’s negative!  Don’t you have a word of encouragement for the people?” (3).  

b) “Don’t say I’ll be a prisoner in Babylon.  That’s ridiculous!” (4-5a).

c) “Quit telling the people not to defend themselves!  That’s cowardice!” (5b).

(So Jeremiah is definitely on the king’s bad side.  But now things get worse…)

B. [Jeremiah showed faith in God by buying a field (6-12).]

1. Jeremiah tells Zedekiah a story how God wanted him to buy a field in faith (6-7).

a) What is the significance of buying a field?

(1) Leviticus 25:23-25 says that if a person becomes so poor that he has to sell his land, his nearest relative must buy it.

(2) Anathoth was Jeremiah’s hometown four kilometers north of Jerusalem. Since he was the closest relative, God’s will was for him to buy the land.

b) But what’s really significant is he needed to buy the field at this time!  Why?

(1) Anathoth was in Babylonian hands!  Waste money to buy enemy land?

(2) I bet King Zedekiah was sitting there thinking Jeremiah was a lunatic to even consider this bad debt loss!

2. Sure enough, right after God’s revelation, Jeremiah’s cousin came to the courtyard and requested the redemption (8a).

a) What was Jeremiah to do?  Surely God’s command didn’t refer to land that was virtually worthless, did it?

b) What would you do?  If it was January 1942 and your relative’s land in Japanese-occupied Kranji was for sale, would you go spend your hard-earned money on this property if it was totally unusable and useless?  Crazy!  No way!

3. But Jeremiah obeyed by buying the field (8b-12).

(Now God’s message here for us doesn’t relate to fields.  Is there a general principle?  Yes…)

II.
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it! (Part 1 of Main Idea)

     (If you know you are obeying God, obey even if others think you’re an idiot.)

(Some crazy examples?  Perhaps we’re not talking about a field but a building!  How?)

A. Years ago at SBC we embarked on an aggressive building project called Project Nehemiah during the huge 1998 economic downturn.  People said, “You’re crazy!  How in the world can you raise the needed S$8.5 million?”

1. We replied, “We’re training 403 students now, but God wants us to train more students and train them better.  We’re confident that to do this we need a new academic block.  Like the biblical Nehemiah, we too must expand.”

2. So even though some might say it was a dumb time to build, we built in His name.

B. Learn Spanish in school and then minister to Chinese.

1. I spent five years in school to get fairly fluent in Spanish, thinking that God had called me to South America.  I did this to obey the Lord.

2. Then God called me to Asia? I’ve never met a Spanish-speaking Chinese!  But…

3. “To obey is better than sacrifice”(1 Sam. 15:22), so I went to Asia instead!

C. [Work in a menial job that’s below your abilities.]

1. One of our Sri Lankan students a few years back was James Kanaganayagam.  He married a woman named Shevanthi Senahayaki Kanaganayagam who was a year behind him in school, so he needed to find work for a year until she graduated.

2. The only job available was to duplicate cassettes for a Christian tape ministry.  He was paid pitiful wages, was treated unethically, and had to learn all kinds of things about audio-visual ministry that he didn’t want to learn.  After all, he was trained and qualified to be a pastor, not a cassette duplicator!

3. Though humanly James considered this plan “crazy,” He also knew it was God’s will since he knew God called him to live with his wife (1 Pet. 3:7), so he did it.

D. [Start a primary school when you have never even had a child in primary school.]

1. Like James, at times you may feel overqualified for God’s will, but at other times you feel under-qualified!

2. I felt under-qualified when we came to Singapore and our children didn’t function well in the Singapore schools.  

3. Since the American school and the other western schools were too expensive, I was a key member of the initial board of International Community School—a Christian expatriate school there serving the business and missionary community.

4. What was crazy about this was I had never had a child in primary school before!  Here I was, interviewing teachers with no idea what to ask, renting property, etc.

5. Yet I knew “God chooses the weak things of the world” (1 Cor. 1:27)… like me.

III. It shows you’re fitting into His plans (13-44).

     [From our vantage point God’s will often looks crazy, but doing it demonstrates you know who holds your future.] 

A. Jeremiah’s purchase was God’s object lesson that property would be bought after the exile (13-44).

1. Notice in verses 13-15 how Jeremiah expresses confidence that his relatives would someday use this land.

2. Jeremiah’s prayer and prophecy in the rest of the chapter develops this idea of how God would restore the land to Israel.

B. God has His reasons for asking us to do the unreasonable.

1. Sometimes we find out these reasons.

a) At SBC we learned that, due to the economic slowdown, our new S$8.5 building ended up costing only S$5.8 million!  We saved S$3 million!

b) Spanish was helpful to me to learn French, German, Greek, and Hebrew to make it through my seven-year tribulation at Dallas Seminary.

c) Living on financial support has helped me live by faith and get more prayer support than many others who are paid a salary.

d) And what happened to James Kanaganayagam after returning to Sri Lanka?  When he returned to Sri Lanka there was an opening for director of Back to the Bible Radio Ministry in Sri Lanka.  They were looking for a native Sri Lankan with both biblical training and broad experience in multimedia ministry!  James told me that had he not worked for 3M (Miserable Media Ministry), he would have never known how to direct his staff of 36 production engineers, announcers, script writers, and the like!

2. But at times we don’t know why God asked us to do something that seemed crazy.

a) I don’t know why I was called to help start International Community School.

b) Why has God opened doors in Mongolia, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam?  I’m not sure, but maybe to help me teach more practically.

(Yet the point of this passage is still clear…)

Conclusion

1. When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!  It shows you’re fitting into His plans (Main Idea).

2. What “field” is God telling you to buy?  What “crazy” demand is He making of you?

a) Learn one language and then minister in another?

b) Raise support as a missionary?

c) Start a new ministry that others may think ludicrous?

d) Stay in the ministry you have knowing that God has a better plan ahead?

3. It’s interesting that God didn’t tell Jeremiah the reason for buying the field until after he bought it.  When we don’t know what the reason is we really have to trust Him.

4. Actually, God makes no crazy requests of us.  He just asks us to obey by faith.

Introduction

Issue: What should you do when God asks you to do something “crazy”?

I.
Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless field when God told him to (1-12).

II.
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!

III. It shows you’re fitting into His plans (13-44).

Conclusion

When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!  It shows you’re fitting into His plans (Main Idea).

SBC Combined Chapel
Dr. Rick Griffith

28 January 1999
Single Message

NIV
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Fielding God’s Promises

Jeremiah 32

Topic:
Faith

Subject:
When God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it!

Complement:
He has his reasons.

Purpose:
The listeners will obey God’s “unreasonable demand” in their lives by faith.

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: At SBC we have learned how to do smart things.

a) We learn how to study God’s Word.

b) We learn how to get along with each other.

c) We learn how to be faithful servants of Jesus Christ.

2. But today I want to balance this by talking on how to do stupid things.  We will learn…

a) How to get your authorities to fight against you.

b) How to waste money.

c) How to embarrass yourself in front of your friends.

3. Does God ask us to do some dumb things?  It sure seems like He does!

4. Intro to MPI: So what do you do when God asks you to do something “stupid”?

5. Here’s where Jeremiah 32 can help.  What stupid request is made in Jeremiah 32?

I.
[Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless field when God told him to (1-12).]

A. [The story takes place a year before Jerusalem fell with Zedekiah ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).]

1. The year is the tenth year of Zedekiah, the last king of Judah.  That’s 587 BC—after the Babylonians have been outside Jerusalem’s gates for a year now (1).

2. So Jerusalem is besieged and Jeremiah imprisoned (2).

(And why is Jeremiah confined to the palace courtyard?  Verses 3-5 note that…)

3. Zedekiah is exasperated at Jeremiah because his prophecies seem unreasonable (3-5).

a) “Don’t preach that Jerusalem will fall!  That’s negative!  Don’t you have a word of encouragement for the people?” (3).  (Please read along in Chinese…)

b) “Don’t say I’ll be a prisoner in Babylon.  That’s ridiculous!” (4-5a).

c) “Quit telling the people not to defend themselves!  That’s cowardice!” (5b).

(So Jeremiah is definitely on the king’s bad side.  But now things get worse…)

B. [Jeremiah showed faith in God by buying a field (6-12).]

1. Jeremiah tells Zedekiah a story how God wanted him to buy a field in faith (6-7).

a) What is the significance of buying a field?

(1) Leviticus 25:23-25 says that if a person becomes so poor that he has to sell his land, his nearest relative must buy it.

(2) Anathoth was Jeremiah’s hometown a few kilometers north of Jerusalem.  As he was the closest relative, He knew God’s will was for him to buy the land.

b) But what’s really significant is he needed to buy the field at this time!  Why?

(1) Anathoth was in Babylonian hands!  Waste money to buy enemy land?!

(2) I bet King Zedekiah was sitting there thinking Jeremiah was a lunatic to even consider this bad debt loss!

2. Sure enough, right after God’s revelation, Jeremiah’s cousin came to the courtyard and requested the redemption (8a).

a) What was Jeremiah to do?  Surely God’s command didn’t refer to land that was virtually worthless, did it?

b) What would you do?  If you’re a Malaysian from Malacca but a PR in Singapore, and the Japanese are about to cross the causeway, do you go spend your hard-earned money on a relative’s property in enemy territory?  Crazy!  No way!

3. But Jeremiah obeyed by buying the field (8b-12).

(Now God’s message here for us doesn’t relate to fields.  Is there a general principle here?  Yes…)

II.
When God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it! (Part 1 of Main Idea)

     (If you know you are obeying God, obey even if others think you’re an idiot.)

(Some stupid examples?  Perhaps it doesn’t relate to a field but to a building!  For example…)

A. Build Project Nehemiah during a huge economic downturn.

1. God wants us to train more students and train them better.  We’re confident that to do this we need the academic block.  Like the biblical Nehemiah, we too must expand.

2. So even though some might say it’s a dumb time to build, we build in His name.

B. Learn Spanish in school and then minister to Chinese.

1. I spent five years in school to get fairly fluent in Spanish, thinking that God had called me to South America.  I did this to obey the Lord.

2. So how would I respond when God called me to Asia?

3. I saw that “to obey is better than sacrifice”(1 Sam. 15:22), so I came to Asia instead!

C. Choose to raise support instead of earning a regular ministry salary.

1. I have talked to many Bible college grads who believe that God called them to be a missionary—and then realize that they need to “raise their own support” (which is a misnomer as this is God’s responsibility).

2. I’ll never forget my mother’s reaction when she found out I needed to raise my support: “My son, who graduates with honors from business school, has to go beg for money!”

3. This may seem like a stupid method of financing, but God says to obey your leaders (Heb. 13:17), so if this is your organization’s policy, then this is God’s will for you, so trust Him for it!

D. [Work in a menial job after you get your SBC degree.]

1. One of our Sri Lankan students a few years back was named James Kanaganayagam.  He married a woman who was a year behind him in school, so he needed to find work for a year until she graduated.

2. The only thing available was to duplicate cassettes for a Christian tape ministry.  He was paid pitiful wages, was treated unethically, and had to learn all kinds of things about audio-visual ministry which he didn’t want to learn.  After all, he was a B.Th. grad and qualified to be a pastor, not a cassette duplicator!

3. Though humanly James considered this plan “stupid,” He also knew it was God’s will since he knew God called him to live with his wife (1 Pet. 3:7), so he did it.

E. [Start a primary school when you have never even had a child in primary school.]

1. At times we feel overqualified for God’s will, but other times we feel under-qualified!

2. I felt under-qualified when we came to Singapore and our children didn’t function well in the Singapore schools.  

3. Since SAS and the other western schools were too expensive, I was a key member of the initial board of International Community School—a Christian expatriate school here serving the business and missionary community.

4. What was strange about this was I had never had a child in primary school before!  Here I was, interviewing teachers when I had no idea what to ask, designing brochures, renting property, etc.

5. Yet I knew “God chooses the weak things of the world” (1 Cor. 1:27)… like me.

F. [Give thanks for God’s short ministry plan for Manish Jacob.]

1. The email of Manish Jacob’s sudden death this month hit me hard—he was one of the brightest, most talented students I’d ever taught.

2. I wept as I read the message, but 1 Thessalonians 5:18 also rang in my ears: “In everything give thanks…”  I said, “In this, Lord?”  Yes, in this!

(Yes, when God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it!  But why?  Verses 13-44 of Jeremiah 32 tells the reason to obey even seemingly unreasonable commands.  That’s because…)

III. Some actions that seem stupid to us aren’t stupid to God (13-44).

     [From our vantage point God’s will often looks crazy, but He knows how to work it all for good.] 

A. Jeremiah’s purchase was God’s object lesson that property would once again be purchased after the exile (13-44).

1. Notice in verses 13-15 how Jeremiah expresses confidence that his relatives would someday use this land.

2. Jeremiah’s prayer and prophecy in the rest of the chapter develops this idea of how God would restore the land to Israel.

B. God has His reasons for asking us to do the unreasonable.

1. Sometimes we find out these reasons.

a) We recently learned that, due to the economic slowdown, Project Nehemiah will be hundreds of thousands of dollars cheaper!

b) Spanish was helpful to me to learn French, German, Greek, and Hebrew.

c) Living on financial support has helped me live by faith and get more prayer support than many others who are paid a salary.

d) And what happened to James Kanaganayagam after returning to Sri Lanka?  He is now director of Back to the Bible in Sri Lanka.  He told me that had he not worked in this wretched cassette ministry, he would never have the know-how to direct a staff of 54 production engineers, announcers, script writers, and the like!

2. But sometimes we don’t know why God asked us to do something that seemed stupid.

a) I don’t know why I was called to help start ICS.

b) We have yet to find out why God tells us to give thanks for Manish’s death.

(Yet the point of this passage is still clear…)

Conclusion

1. When God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it!  He has his reasons (MI).

2. Obey God’s unreasonable request of you because He has a purpose in it (MI restated).

3. What “field” does God want you to buy?  What “stupid” demand is He making of you?

a) Learn Mandarin and then minister in Indonesia instead of China?

b) Raise support as a missionary?

c) Start a new ministry that others may think ludicrous?

d) Stay in the FE assignment you have knowing that God has a better plan ahead?

e) Give thanks for a difficulty in your life?

4. It’s interesting that God didn’t tell Jeremiah the reason for buying the field until after he bought it.  When we don’t know what the reason is we really have to trust Him.

5. Actually, God makes no stupid requests of us.  He just asks us to obey by faith.

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. In chapter 31 he has just given the beautiful depiction of Israel’s glorious redemption under the new covenant, including the promise that the nation will endure forever.

2. Chapter 32 fits into the section of the book called the Book of Comfort (chaps. 30–33).

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It sets Jeremiah up as an example of how we should obey in faith during difficult times.

2. The way we should respond to God’s unreasonable requests is to obey by faith!

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The Babylonians have already ransacked Jerusalem twice (605 and 597 BC), but the people continued to rebel.  

2. So the Babylonians have now returned a third time—and they’re angry!  So far they have put Jerusalem under siege for a year (588-587 BC)—with one more year to go before the city will be destroyed (586 BC).

Questions

1. What is the tenth year of King Zedekiah?  (587 BC)

2. Why was Jeremiah confined to the palace courtyard?  Verses 3-5 note that Zedekiah was tired of Jeremiah prophesying that Jerusalem would fall and Zedekiah would be disciplined by God, so they may as well give up!  Jeremiah stayed there until Jerusalem fell (38:13).

3. Why does Zedekiah repeat Jeremiah’s prophecy back to him (3-5)?  (Frustration?)

4. Is the rest of the chapter Jeremiah’s response to Zedekiah?  Yes, through a story (6-25) and prophecy (26-44).

5. Why such a long response?  This detail fits well into this section of the book called the Book of Comfort (chaps. 30–33).

6. What is the significance of buying a field (cf. Lev. 25:23-25 redemption background)?  

7. How was buying a field at Anathoth his duty (6)?  Where’s Anathoth?  (North of Jerusalem.)

8. What is the significance of buying a field at this particular time? (Anathoth is in Babylonian hands.)

9. When does God say the restoration of Israel will take place (36-44)?  (See exegetical outline.)

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

The way we should respond to God’s unreasonable requests is to obey by faith!

When God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it!

When God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it!  He has his reasons (the one I used).

Possible Illustrations

These three I didn’t use (not enough time):

A friend in a vibrant ministry in Singapore has been called to move to the Mid-East.

An email story of the man who was impressed by God to give milk to a praying Hispanic family.

Some claim that it is “stupid” to invest in Vietnam.

Fielding God’s Promises

Jeremiah 32

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The reason Jeremiah bought a field in a seemingly stupid move was to act in faith that Israel would be restored despite the Babylonian exile.

I. The setting of the story is when Jerusalem was about to fall and Zedekiah was ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).

A. The time of the field purchase was when Anathoth was already occupied and Jerusalem about to fall (1-2).

1. The time was 587 BC—only one year from the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem (1).

2. Jerusalem was being besieged by the Babylonians and Jeremiah was imprisoned (2).

B. The reason Zedekiah reminded Jeremiah of his prophecy of Jerusalem’s fall was to ridicule him (3-5).

1. Zedekiah asked why Jeremiah was so unreasonable in his prophecies (3a).

2. Zedekiah sought to prove how Jeremiah’s prophecies were unreasonable (3b-5).

a) That Jerusalem would fall was negative (3b).

b) That Zedekiah would actually be captured and appear before Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon seemed ridiculous (4-5a).

c) Jeremiah’s advice for the city not to defend itself was cowardice (5b).

II.
The way Jeremiah showed faith in God was by buying a field (6-12).

A. Jeremiah told Zedekiah a story how God wanted him to act in faith by buying a field (6-7).

B. Jeremiah bought the field as instructed by the Lord (8-12).

1. Just then his cousin came to the courtyard to request the redemption (8a).

2. Jeremiah obeyed by buying the field (8b-12).

III.
The reason God asked Jeremiah to buy a field was to show faith in God’s prophecy that the land would be restored (13-44).

A. Jeremiah gave the significance of his action by announcing God’s promise that property would once again be purchased after the exile (13-15).

B. Jeremiah told how he prayed to acknowledge God’s power amidst His discipline (16-25).

C. Jeremiah gave a prophecy to Zedekiah that God’s discipline would be followed by Judah’s restoration (26-44).

1. God would discipline Jerusalem for its idolatry by Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of the city (26-35).

2. Nevertheless, after God’s full discipline, Israel will be restored in the end times (36-44).

a) Jews will be gathered from everywhere they were dispersed (36-37a).

b) Jews will finally live in safety (37b).

c) The nation will be covenanted again to God without disobedience (38-39).

d) God will respond with initiating the new covenant with them (40-41).

e) The land of Israel will be prosperous that fields will again be purchased throughout Judah (42-44).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive-deductive form)

Introduction

1. At SBC we have learned how to do smart things.

2. But today I want to balance the perspective and talk on how to do stupid things.

3. Does God ask us to do some dumb things?  It sure seems like He does!

4. Intro to MPI: So what should you do when God asks you to do something crazy?

5. Here’s where Jeremiah 32 can help us…

I.
[Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless field when God told him to (1-12).]

A. The time was a year before Jerusalem fell with Zedekiah ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).

B. The way Jeremiah showed faith in God was by buying a field (6-12).

1. Jeremiah told Zedekiah a story how God wanted him to buy a field in faith (6-7).

2. Jeremiah bought the field as instructed by the Lord (8-12).

II.
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it! (Part 1 of Main Idea)

A. Build Project Nehemiah during a huge economic downturn.

B. Learn Spanish in school and then minister to Chinese.

C. Choose to raise support instead of earning a regular ministry salary.

D. Work in a Christian cassette ministry after you get a BTh.

E. Start a primary school when you have never even had a child in primary school.

F. Give thanks for God’s short ministry plan for Manish Jacob (1 Thess. 5:18).

III. Actions that seem stupid to us aren’t stupid to God (13-44).

A. Jeremiah’s purchase was God’s object lesson that property would once again be purchased after the exile (13-44).

B. God has His reasons for asking us to do the unreasonable.

1. Sometimes we find out these reasons.

2. Sometimes we don’t know why God asked us to do something that seemed stupid.

Conclusion

1. When God asks you to do something “stupid,” do it!  He has his reasons (M.I.).

2. What “field” does God want you to buy?  What “stupid” demand is He making of you?

Why You Should Do Crazy Things

Jeremiah 32

Worship Planning Notes with Blanks filled in—see BELOW for bulletin outline 

Introduction

1. Does God ask us to do some dumb things?  

2. What should you do when God asks you to do something crazy?

I.
Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless field when God told him to (1-12).

A. The time was a year before Jerusalem fell with Zedekiah ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).

B. The way Jeremiah showed faith in God was by buying a field (6-12).

II.
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it! 

III. Doing crazy things shows you’re fitting into His plans (13-44).

A. Jeremiah’s purchase was God’s object lesson that property would once again be purchased after the exile (13-44).

B. God has His reasons for asking us to do the unreasonable.

Conclusion

1. When God asks you to do something “crazy,” do it!  It shows you’re fitting into His plans (Main Idea).

2. What “field” does God want you to buy?  What “stupid” demand is He making of you?

Why You Should Do Crazy Things

Jeremiah 32

Bulletin Outline 

Introduction

1. Does God ask us to do some dumb things?  

2. What should you do when God asks you to do something _____________ ?

I.
Jeremiah bought a seemingly useless _____________ when God told him to (1-12).

A. The time was a year before Jerusalem fell with Zedekiah ridiculing Jeremiah (1-5).

B. The way Jeremiah showed faith in God was by buying a field (6-12).

II.
When God asks you to do something “crazy,” ________ it! 

III. Doing crazy things shows you’re fitting into His _____________ (13-44).

A. Jeremiah’s purchase was God’s object lesson that property would once again be purchased after the exile (13-44).

B. God has His reasons for asking us to do the unreasonable.

Conclusion

1. When God asks you to do something “___________,” do it!  It shows you’re fitting into His __________ (Main Idea).

2. What “field” does God want you to buy?  What “stupid” demand is He making of you?
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