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Trusting in God’s Love
Jeremiah 29:11

Topic:	Love
Subject:	How can we reconcile God’s love and our suffering?
Complement:	Know that God has a higher purpose for difficulties due to his love.
Purpose:	The listeners will not doubt God’s love but lean in to God.
Introduction
Interest: Some people have “extra” suffering beyond others.
Jerry Bridges lost his mother at age 7.
He had crossed eyes, giving him monocular vision.
His father remarried a difficult woman.
Then he died when Jerry was 20.
Need: Are you lying to yourself?
“God may love others, but not me.”
“God doesn’t love as well as I do because I would never do that to my loved ones!”
“God must be mad at me.”
Subject: How can we reconcile God’s love and our suffering?
Background: We need to trust in God’s sovereignty (see the 2 Chron 20 sermon PPT on this).
Preview: 
God's love in the story of Jeremiah
Description of God’s love
Applying God’s love
Text: Jeremiah 29:11
I.	God worked for Judah’s good by ridding them of their idols (Jer 29:11).
Jeremiah saw Jerusalem invaded three times: 605, 597, and 586. In the final time, the city and temple were destroyed.
They had to go in exile, which didn’t feel like God’s love.
But the people left their idols in the land of Israel, even after they returned, by living in the most idolatrous nation ever!
II.	God’s love is described extensively in the Bible.
Love is an essential part of God’s nature (Exodus).
God’s love is eternal and unchanging (Ps 145:8-9, 17).

“The faithful love of the LORD never ends!
His mercies never cease” (Lam 3:22).
God’s love causes him to show abundant goodness and care to all of his creation.
The promises about God’s special care and love are available only to his children.
Rom 8:28
Ps 103:10-13
God’s love is most clearly expressed on the cross!
Romans 5:8
1 John 4:9
God’s love for his children causes him to always work for our eternal good (Rom 8:29)!
(But how do we get to the point that we know and experience God’s love?)
III.	Apply God’s love by faith.
Jeremiah wrote Lamentations after the fall of the capital city.
He saw young men and women slaughtered in the streets (Lam 2:21). 
He saw God as a bear or lion waiting to tear him apart (Lam 3:11-12).
His hope was gone (Lam 3:16-18).
He decided to trust in God’s love (Lam 3:21-23).
Conclusion
Know that God has a higher purpose for difficulties due to his love (Main Idea).
Application: How can God’s lover show up in your life?
Decide to see your circumstances through God’s love.
Remember God’s love is for your good.
Recall that, whether we feel it or not, we are still wrapped in God’s loving hands (Rom 8:38-39).
Take confidence that God’s continued love for us is based on Christ’s merit—not ours.
Jerry Bridges died in 2017, having become a well-known author. His works include (besides The Pursuit of Holiness and The Pursuit of Godliness):
Trusting God
God Took Me By the Hand
The Blessing of Humility
Romans 8:28 still applies: “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”
