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Look Up!

Isaiah 40

Topic:
Omnipotence of God

Theme:
He cares and He’s able

Thrust:
so trust Him

Purpose:
The listeners will look up to God’s great power during their time of difficulty economically, relationally, and spiritually.

Meditation:
Isaiah 40:25 “To whom will you compare me? 


Who is my equal?” asks the Holy One.
Reading:
Isaiah 40 is long so it is read in the sermon itself
Songs:
Strength Will Rise (You Are the Everlasting God), How Great Thou Art, He’s Able, 
On Eagles Wings (by Michael Joncas), He Giveth More Strength
Introduction

1. Interest: [We often look down when things don’t go our way.]

a) Susan and I have seen God do some amazing things lately.

(1) We came to SBC in 1991—but our oldest son got married last Friday!  

(2) I’m blessed to still teach at Singapore Bible College and lead the DMin studies.

(3) And Susan still mentors SBC student wives.
b) The great things Susan and I have seen God do in our lives should cause us to look up, but it’s easy to look down with apprehension.

(1) How much longer does the Lord want us to pastor and teach in Singapore?

(2) How will John graduate from university debt free next year?

(3)  Will we ever own a house or have money to retire?

2. Need: Do you look down—or up—when life gets difficult?  What issue do you struggle with right now?

a) Are you—like us—also going through a major life transition—kids coming or going, adjusting to SBC, moving house, etc.?

b) Is your major struggle right now financial?  Times are tough in the present economy.

c) Maybe you struggle with a physical ailment—your “thorn in the flesh” you’ve prayed about for years?

d) Or perhaps your struggle is relational—parents or kids far from God, or a friend or other relative out of sync with you?
3. Subject: Raise your hand if a struggle comes to mind.  Really?  Some of you don’t even have one issue in your life?  How can you look up to the LORD during your struggle? 
4. Background: Judah in Isaiah’s day felt they had plenty to complain about.

a) Isaiah lived at the end of the Divided Kingdom of Israel.

b) The Assyrian army had conquered every nation north of Judah in Isaiah's time. That would be like living to see Malaysia conquered by a foreign power!

c) Worse than that, his own land of Judah would also be conquered and the people sent into exile.
5. Text: Isaiah 40 told them how they could look up.
6. Preview: We’ll see three ways we should look up to God in our tough times.
7. Transition: The first way we can look up to God amidst our difficulty is to…
I.
Know that He cares.
[Realize that God has compassion on you and your situation.]
A. God would tenderly replace His discipline with His glory and Word (1-11).
1. God’s discipline would end after the exile (1-2).

a) “Comfort, comfort” refers to being restored.

b) That would happen because the discipline was complete.

c) This begins the section half of Isaiah’s book, emphasizing God’s salvation.
2. God’s glory would be seen with His Word (3-8).

a) Isaiah’s voice prepared the people to see God’s glory when the Messiah came (3-5).

(1) Who would welcome a dignitary with a rough road?

(2) We say it as “roll out the red carpet” to show respect for our president or Academy Awards nominees.  How much more so we should prepare for God!

b) God’s voice contrasted man’s temporary, changing nature with God’s eternal, unchanging Word (6-8).
3. God cared for Judah tenderly (9-11).
B. Do you feel that God cares for your struggle right now?

1. Even if you believe God is disciplining you like He did to Israel, this itself means He cares for you.  Hebrews 12 says… [read]

2. So think now of the struggle that you identified at the beginning of this message.  

a) Have you been fooled by the enemy into thinking God doesn’t care about you in this?  

b) I hope not!  These first 11 verses say He does care—more than you’ll ever know!

(But let’s not get duped into thinking that He is just not able to help you, which brings us to the second way we can look up to God amidst our difficulty, which is to…)
II.
Know that He’s able.
[Realize that God has no limits in your situation.]
A. God rules the world with all power (12-26).
1. He’s bigger than anything, including the largest items of creation—oceans, outer space, the earth, mountains, and hills (12).

2. He’s wiser than anyone (13-14).

3. He’s incomparable (15-26).

a) The nations, best forests, and earth itself are nothing compared to God (15-17).

b) No one or nothing compares to God (18-26).

(1) Idols don’t compare to him (18-20).

(2) The earth and heavens don’t compare to him (21-22).

(3) Celebrities don’t compare to him (23-24).

(4) Stars don’t compare to him (25-26).

B. Do you believe that God is bigger than what you struggle with right now?

1. What’s the issue that you identified earlier?  How big is it?  That depends on what you compare it to!  When standing below a huge building, you feel very small.  But hop into a jet as I did in Hong Kong last time and looked back.  Even the most humongous buildings are actually quite tiny!
2. The same applies to your struggle and mine.  From our perspective, it may look huge.  But we need to see our issues in light of God’s largeness!


(So to look up during our struggle, we need to realize two things: that God cares and that God is able.  But is that enough?  No, because just knowing these won’t change us.  That’s why the passage closes with the encouragement to…)
III.
Trust in His strength (27-31).
[Rely on the power that God provides in your situation.]
A. Don’t have a “pity party” (27).
B. Since God never grows tired, He can strengthen you (28-31).

1. [Eagles have an amazing quality about them.] (http://www.indianchild.com/eagles_in_a_storm.htm)
a) Did you know an eagle knows when a storm is approaching long before it breaks?

b) The eagle will fly to some high spot and wait for the winds to come. When the storm hits, it sets its wings so that the wind will pick it up and lift it above the storm. While the storm rages below, the eagle is soaring above it.

c) It doesn’t escape the storm. It uses it to lift it higher. It rises on the storm’s winds! 

2. When the storms of life come upon us—and all of us will experience them—we can rise above them by setting our minds and our belief toward God. The storms do not have to overcome us. We can allow God's power to lift us above them.

a) God enables us to ride the winds of the storm that bring sickness, tragedy, failure and disappointment in our lives. We can soar above the storm.

b) Friends, it is not the burdens of life that weigh us down.  It is how we handle them.
Conclusion

1. So what’s the point of Isaiah 40?  Simply, He cares and He’s able, so trust Him (MI).

2. How can you trust God with your struggle right now?

3. Follow the Gaze-Glance Principle.  This is a simple, biblical way of looking up.
a) When a struggle comes into our lives, we normally gaze at this request with occasional, quick glances to God for his help.  We ask him to remove the problem because we are only seeking His hand.  We’re only seeking what He can give us.

b) But Isaiah 40 tells us to shift our focus.  We should gaze at God and only glance at our request.  This is seeking His face instead of seeking His hand.  When and if He removes the problem becomes His business, so we don’t end up resenting Him.

4. Where has your focus been concerning the issue that concerns you?

a) Have you been gazing at God or gazing at your problem?

b) Have you been seeking God’s face or seeking God’s hand?
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Meditation:
Isaiah 40:25 “To whom will you compare me? 


Who is my equal?” asks the Holy One.
Reading:
Isaiah 40 is long so it is read in the sermon itself
Songs:
Strength Will Rise (You Are the Everlasting God), How Great Thou Art, He’s Able, 
On Eagles Wings (by Michael Joncas)
Introduction

1. Interest: [We often look down when things don’t go our way.]
a) Susan and I have seen God do some amazing things lately.

(1) We celebrated 20 years in Singapore last February!  Our boys are now grown!
(2) I remain as NT department coordinator at Singapore Bible College.

(3) But Susan has turned over her mentoring of student wives.
(4) Crossroads International Church in Singapore is now in the hands of qualified leaders after 5 years—the new pastor is 22 years younger than me with energy!
(5) ICS is now behind us after 19 years of ministry—now that John is our third and final son who has graduated.
(6) Our family is doing well.

(7) Kurt directs the IT of a mission organization in Central America.

(8) Stephen has two jobs as a traffic-watch pilot and also fueling planes at Boeing Field and is moving forward in Seattle.
(9) And John is thriving at Biola.

b) The great things Susan and I have seen God do in our lives should cause us to look up, but it’s easy to look down with apprehension.
(1) How much longer does the Lord want us to serve in Singapore?
(2) Where will we go to church in January?

(3) Will John be able to afford Biola all 4 years—and beyond if he still wants to be a professor?

(4) Will Susan adjust to her new roles without kids at home after 25 years?

(5) How will we handle getting on the plane to fly 10,000 miles away this first time without our sons?
2. Need: Do you look down—or up—when life gets difficult?  What issue do you struggle with right now?

a) Are you—like us—also going through a major life transition—kids coming or going, old job lost or new job found, moving house, etc.?

b) Is your major struggle right now financial?  Times are tough in the present economy.

c) Maybe you struggle with a physical ailment—your “thorn in the flesh” you’ve prayed about for years?

d) Or perhaps your struggle is relational—parents or kids far from God, or a friend or other relative out of sync with you?
3. Subject: Raise your hand if a struggle comes to mind.  Really?  Some of you don’t even have one issue in your life?  How can you look up to the LORD during your struggle? 
4. Background: Judah in Isaiah’s day felt they had plenty to complain about.

a) Isaiah lived at the end of the Divided Kingdom of Israel.

b) During his lifetime the mighty Assyrians conquered Israel just north of him.  That would be like living to see northern California conquered by a foreign power!

c) Worse than that, his own land of Judah would also be conquered and the people sent into exile.
5. Text: Isaiah 40 told them how they could look up.
6. Preview: We’ll see three ways we should look up to God in our tough times.
7. Transition: The first way we can look up to God amidst our difficulty is to…
I.
Know that He cares.
[Realize that God has compassion on you and your situation.]
A. God tenderly replaced His discipline with His glory and Word (1-11).
1. God’s discipline would end after the exile (1-2).

a) “Comfort, comfort” refers to being restored.

b) That would happen because the discipline was complete.

c) This begins the section half of Isaiah’s book, emphasizing God’s salvation.
2. God’s glory would be seen with His Word (3-8).

a) Isaiah’s voice prepared the people to see God’s glory when the Messiah came (3-5).

(1) What kind of welcome to a dignitary would it be for him to have to travel on a rough road?

(2) We say it as “roll out the red carpet” to show respect for our president or Academy Awards nominees.  How much more so we should prepare for God!

b) God’s voice contrasted man’s temporary, changing nature with God’s eternal, unchanging Word (6-8).
3. God cared for Judah tenderly (9-11).
B. Do you feel that God cares for your struggle right now?

1. Even if you believe God is disciplining you like He did to Israel, this itself means He cares for you.  Hebrews 12 says… [read]
2. So think now of the struggle that you identified at the beginning of this message.  

a) Have you been fooled by the enemy into thinking God doesn’t care about you in this?  

b) I hope not!  Know from these first 11 verses that He does care—more than you’ll ever know!!

(So let’s not get duped into thinking that He is just not able to help you, which brings us to the second way we can look up to God amidst our difficulty, which is to…)
II.
Know that He’s able.
[Realize that God has no limits in relation to your situation.]
A. God rules the world with all power (12-26).
1. He’s bigger than anything, including the largest items of creation—oceans, outer space, the earth, mountains, and hills (12).

2. He’s wiser than anyone (13-14).

3. He’s incomparable (15-26).

a) The nations, best forests, and earth itself are nothing compared to God (15-17).

b) No one or nothing compares to God (18-26).

(1) Idols don’t compare to him (18-20).

(a) My student Ananda recently had his own experience with idols while hiking up the mountains in Nepal.

(b) He encountered a demon-possessed man named Dil Bahadur.

(c) This involved 15 church members who made the hike with him.

(d) The great victory was to see Dil burn his idols.

(e) Pastor Ananda continues training others to do the same at the River of Life Bible Training Centre.

(f) What a joy to see him teach others what I’ve taught him.

(g) He also serves his people in practical ways.

(h) The result? A 6th batch of Nepalese leaders turned from idols to Christ!

(2) Celebrities don’t compare to him (21-24).

(3) Stars don’t compare to him (25-26).

B. Do you believe that God is bigger than what you struggle with right now?

1. What’s the issue that you identified earlier?  How big is it?  That depends on what you compare it to!  The US has 5 buildings so imposing that they have their own zip code!
2. But hop into a jet as I did in Hong Kong last time and looked back.  Even the most humongous buildings are actually quite tiny!
3. The same applies to your struggle and mine.  From our perspective, it may look huge.  But we need to see our issues in light of God’s largeness!


(So to address our struggle, we need to realize two things: that God cares and that God is able.  But is that enough?  No, because just knowing these won’t change us.  That’s why the passage closes with the encouragement to…)
III.
Trust in His strength.
[Rely on the power that God provides in your situation.]
A. Don’t have a “pity party” (27).
B. Since God never grows tired, He can strengthen you (28-31).

1. Eagles have an amazing quality about them. (http://www.indianchild.com/eagles_in_a_storm.htm)
a) Did you know an eagle knows when a storm is approaching long before it breaks?

b) The eagle will fly to some high spot and wait for the winds to come. When the storm hits, it sets its wings so that the wind will pick it up and lift it above the storm. While the storm rages below, the eagle is soaring above it.

c) The eagle does not escape the storm. It simply uses the storm to lift it higher. It rises on the winds that bring the storm. 

2. When the storms of life come upon us - and all of us will experience them - we can rise above them by setting our minds and our belief toward God. The storms do not have to overcome us. We can allow God's power to lift us above them.

a) God enables us to ride the winds of the storm that bring sickness, tragedy, failure and disappointment in our lives. We can soar above the storm.

b) Friends, it is not the burdens of life that weigh us down.  It is how we handle them.
Conclusion

1. So what’s the point of Isaiah 40?  Simply, He cares and He’s able, so trust Him (MI).

2. How can you trust God with your struggle right now?

3. To do this I want to share with you the Gaze-Glance Principle.  This is a simple, biblical method I was taught years ago that goes like this…
a) When a struggle comes into our lives, we normally gaze at this request with occasional, quick glances to God for his help.  We ask him to remove the problem because we are only seeking His hand.  We’re only seeking what He can give us.
b) But Isaiah 40 tells us to shift our focus.  We should gaze at God and only glance at our request.  This is seeking His face instead of seeking His hand.  When and if He removes the problem becomes His business, so we don’t end up resenting Him.
4. Where has your focus been concerning the issue that concerns you?

a) Have you been gazing at God or gazing at your problem?

b) Have you been seeking God’s face or God’s hand?

5. Prayer
Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The first half of the book of Isaiah has just finished and we are at the first verse of the second half.
2. Isaiah 1–39 focuses mostly, but not exclusively, on God’s judgment of a wayward nation.  Sound familiar?  Aren’t we a nation that has strayed from our godly roots?
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. But how would God help a wayward nation after he has shown the people their sin?
2. Isaiah 40 helps us focus our eyes where they really belong—on God Himself.

3. In other words, the best remedy to get out of your pity party is to look up and see the majesty of the only One who can get you out of your mess anyways!
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. We’re picking up our account about halfway through the divided kingdom in the OT.  That means that the country divided into two, but the north was judged first—about 250 years later.  

2. At that same time God raised up Isaiah to help the people in the south (in Judah) to see that, if they don’t trust the Lord, they will in fact end up with the same discipline.
3. In other words, times were tough.  The economy was in shambles.  Invasions were infiltrating their land.  Hmmm, sounds like reading today’s newspaper, doesn’t it?
Questions

1. Why did God tell Isaiah to comfort his people (1)?  
a) The intensity is in saying “comfort” twice.

b) The answer is in verse 2.
2. How and when were Jerusalem’s sad days ended (2)?  God was looking to the future.

a) It probably looks to the end of the 70-year exile, which interestingly hadn’t even begun yet (BKC).

b) It may also look even further ahead to when Jerusalem will believe in Christ, be forgiven, and no longer have any invading armies.
c) The Hebrew word here () can refer to armies organized for warfare or the hard service of a troubled life (BDB).

3. Does this voice shouting in the desert refer only to John the Baptist (3-4)?

a) After the Exile, God would show up—so they should be prepared for him to come.

b) To prepare them, God would send an announcer in advance—though some see this voice as Isaiah’s (BKC).
c) “Each Gospel writer applied Isaiah 40:3 to John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1-4; Mark 1:1-4; Luke 1:76-78; John 1:23). John was a desert prophet who prepared the way for Jesus Christ, and who in the wilderness made a highway for Him (cf. Matt. 3:3). However, here in Isaiah the entire nation was in a spiritual wilderness, and each Israelite needed to get ready spiritually for the appearing of the Lord.

d) “Raising the valleys and lowering the mountains refer in hyperbole to workmen leveling or smoothing out the roads on which a dignitary would travel when he came to visit an area. Today an equivalent is, ‘roll out the red carpet.’ In Isaiah’s day he was calling Israel to be ‘smoothed out’ so that the Lord could come to the nation and rule. This was emphasized by all the prophets—ethically the nation must be righteous. Eventually the nation will be ‘smoothed out’ spiritually when the glory of the LORD is revealed (Isa. 40:5). Isaiah was thinking of the millennial kingdom when the Lord will be revealed in His glory, that is, when His unique splendor will be evident everywhere” (BKC).

4. If the forerunner was John, then how was God’s glory revealed (5)?

a) The first installment of God’s glory was seen in John the Baptist as the forerunner to Jesus in his first coming.

b) The second installment of God’s glory will be seen in the two witnesses as the forerunners to Jesus in his second coming (cf. Rev. 11).

5. How does the temporal nature of man in contrast to God’s eternal word give comfort (6-8)?

a) We see that grass dies, flowers die, and people die.

b) We gain comfort from knowing that there is a God who is bigger and more eternal than us!

6. Does verse 15 refer to the “whole earth” (NLT) or just the “islands” (NAU)?
a) The Hebrew here (yIa) is a common one in Isaiah, which he uses 17 times.  It is translated in the NAU as “islands” only four times (Isa. 40:15; cf. Isa. 11:11; 42:10; 49:1) but most of the time (13 times) as “coastlands” (Isa. 20:6; 23:2, 6; 24:15; 41:1, 5; 42:4, 12, 15; 51:5; 59:18; 60:9; 66:19).

b) Since the word doesn't refer to the earth as a whole, the NAU is better than the NLT here.
7. Does God sitting above the “circle of the earth” (g…wj) imply that the earth is round (22)?

a) This word is used only 5 times in the OT, all with the idea of “draw round, make circle Qal drawn as circle bound, of horizon-line” (BDB).
b) Isaiah uses this word only one other time, where it refers to the carpenter’s compass (44:13).
c) Job 26:10 uses the word in the same way as Isaiah 40:22–– “He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters at the boundary of light and darkness.”
d) This passage confirms that people could see that the horizon was curved, so this acknowledgement of the curvature of the earth indirectly refers to the earth as being round.
Outlines (Steps 2-5)
The Greatness of God
Isaiah 40
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way Judah could personalize God’s care and power despite the coming discipline in exile was by trusting Him for all the strength they needed.
I.
The way Judah could find comfort even though disciplined in exile was by focusing on God’s care and power (1-26).
A. God comforted Judah that He would replace His discipline with His glory and eternal, unchanging Word (1-11).
1. God comforted Judah that His discipline would end after the exile (1-2).
2. God cared for Judah by promising they would see His glory with His eternal word (3-8).
a) Isaiah’s voice prepared them to see God’s glory when the Messiah appeared (3-5).
b) God’s voice contrasted man’s temporary, changing nature with God’s eternal, unchanging Word (6-8).
3. God cared for Judah tenderly (9-11).
B. God comforted Judah that He rules the world with all power (12-26).
1. He is bigger than the largest items of creation—oceans, outer space, the earth, mountains, and hills (12).
2. He is wiser than anyone (13-14).
3. The nations, best forests, and earth itself are nothing compared to God (15-17).
4. No one or nothing can be compared to God (18-26).

a) Idols don’t compare to him (18-20).

b) Celebrities don’t compare to him (21-24).

c) Stars don’t compare to him (25-26).

II.
The way Judah could personalize God’s care and power was by trusting Him for all the strength they needed (27-31).
A. Judah needed to see that the LORD cared despite all their troubles (27).
B. Judah needed to trust that God never grows tired and gives strength to the weary (28-31).
Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will look up to God in confident trust with their struggles.
Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How can you look up to the LORD during your struggle? 
Introduction

1. Interest: We often look down when things don’t go our way.
2. Need: What issue do you struggle with right now?
3. Subject: How can you look up to the LORD during your struggle? 
4. Background: Judah in Isaiah’s day felt they had plenty to complain about.
5. Text: Isaiah 40 told them how they could look up.
6. Preview: We’ll see three ways we should look up to God in our tough times.
7. Transition: The first way we can look up to God amidst our difficulty is to…
I.
Know that He cares.
A. God tenderly replaced His discipline with His glory and Word (1-11).
B. Do you feel that God cares for your struggle right now?
II.
Know that He’s able.
A. God rules the world with all power (12-26).
B. Do you believe that God is bigger than what you struggle with right now?
III.
Trust His strength.
A. Don’t have a “pity party” (27).
B. Since God never grows tired, He can strengthen you (28-31).
Conclusion

1. He cares and He’s able, so trust Him (MI).

2. How can you trust God with your struggle right now?

3. The Gaze-Glance Principle
Tentative Sermon Titles
The Greatness of God

Look Up!

Gaze and Glance
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

a) Susan and I have seen God do some amazing things lately.

(1) We celebrated 21 years in Singapore last February!  Our boys are now grown!

(2) I remain as NT department coordinator at Singapore Bible College.

(3) And Susan still mentors SBC student wives.
b) The great things Susan and I have seen God do in our lives should cause us to look up, but it’s easy to look down with apprehension.

(1) How much longer does the Lord want us to serve in Singapore?

(2) Will John be able to afford Biola all 4 years?

(3) Will Susan adjust to her new roles without kids at home after 25 years?

c) Some of us have had our share of transitions—this year Miriam has had….

(1) Her best friend left Singapore, her mother pass away, she had efforts to help her Dad adjust, her apartment mates switched, endured church transitions, her teaching job of 10 years ended, plus hospitalization and health problems!

(2) “No worries,” she always says.  She has learned how to trust God.  Besides Susan and me, Miriam is the only one at CIC who was here on the day we started in 2006––so hangin’ in there amidst transition is just par for the course for her.
2. The Gaze-Glance Principle
3. Student reports

a) Mongolians trusting Christ through Budmaa

b) Vietnamese church plants through Le Van Khai

c) One great example of God’s care is my former student No Pum in Myanmar.

(1) No Pum takes poor Buddhist children into his home to show them the love of Christ.

(2) He also teaches pastors how to care for their people…

(3) He even ends his classes with everyone holding hands..

(4) And providing culturally relevant dances for the women…

(5) This trains them to care for others… and why?  No Pum knows God cares for all.

4. Rabbi Kushner was a Jewish rabbi who cared for his congregation.  

a) His people had the same kinds of issues we all face—natural disasters, sickness, divorce, death, problems with children, etc.  In 1981 this led him to write the book When Bad Things Happen to Good People.  

b) Random House says of this book, “When Harold Kushner’s three-year-old son was diagnosed with a degenerative disease and that he would only live until his early teens, he was faced with one of life’s most difficult questions: Why, God? Years later, Rabbi Kushner wrote this straightforward, elegant contemplation of the doubts and fears that arise when tragedy strikes. Kushner shares his wisdom as a rabbi, a parent, a reader, and a human being. Often imitated but never superseded, When Bad Things Happen to Good People is a classic that offers clear thinking and consolation in times of sorrow.  Since its original publication in 1981, When Bad Things Happen to Good People has brought solace and hope to millions of readers and its author has become a nationally known spiritual leader.”

c) So what does it say?  His thesis is that God is doing all He can to help people, but he can only do so much!  Try to understand that God could solve your problem if he was only able to do it.

For the Bulletin (with fill-in blanks)

Message Notes

Look Up!

Isaiah 40

Introduction

1. We often look down when things don’t go our way.
2. What issue do you struggle with right now?
3. How can you _____________ to the LORD during your struggle? 
I.
Know that He _____________.
A. God would tenderly replace His discipline with His glory and Word (1-11).
B. Do you feel that God cares for your struggle right now?
II.
Know that He’s _____________.
A. God rules the world with all power (12-26).
B. Do you believe that God is bigger than what you struggle with right now?
III.
Trust His _____________.
A. Don’t have a “pity party” (27).
B. Since God never grows tired, He can strengthen you (28-31).
Conclusion

1. He _____________ and He’s _____________, so ____________ Him (Main Idea).

2. How can you trust God with your struggle right now?

3. The Gaze-Glance Principle
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at drrickgriffith@gmail.com, 
at 509-833-0161, or via facebook
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Look Up!

Isaiah 40

Introduction

1. We often look down when things don’t go our way.
2. What issue do you struggle with right now?
3. How can you look up to the LORD during your struggle? 
I.
Know that He cares.
A. God tenderly replaced His discipline with His glory and Word (1-11).
B. Do you feel that God cares for your struggle right now?
II.
Know that He’s able.
A. God rules the world with all power (12-26).
B. Do you believe that God is bigger than what you struggle with right now?
III.
Trust His strength.
A. Don’t have a “pity party” (27).
B. Since God never grows tired, He can strengthen you (28-31).
Conclusion

1. He cares and He’s able, so trust Him (Main Idea).

2. How can you trust God with your struggle right now?

3. The Gaze-Glance Principle
Taking It Further

Life-Group Questions: Look Up!
Sunday December 4

Isaiah 40 is perhaps one of the most loved chapters of the Bible.  We trust that answering the following questions will help you understand and apply this powerful passage.

Getting to Know Me

Read Isaiah 40:7-8. A preacher once noted in regard to these verses that only three things will outlast this life: God, God’s Word, and the souls of people.  To what extent have you tried to live in light of these three eternal realities?  How has it changed your priorities?

Into the Bible
Look at Isaiah 40:3-4.  Do you think that this voice shouting in the desert refers only to John the Baptist?  One thing it does mean is that after the Exile, God would show up—so Israel should be prepared for him to come.  To prepare them, God would send an announcer in advance.

“Each Gospel writer applied Isaiah 40:3 to John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1-4; Mark 1:1-4; Luke 1:76-78; John 1:23). John was a desert prophet who prepared the way for Jesus Christ, and who in the wilderness made a highway for Him (cf. Matt. 3:3). However, here in Isaiah the entire nation was in a spiritual wilderness, and each Israelite needed to get ready spiritually for the appearing of the Lord.
“Raising the valleys and lowering the mountains refer in hyperbole to workmen leveling or smoothing out the roads on which a dignitary would travel when he came to visit an area. Today an equivalent is, ‘roll out the red carpet.’ In Isaiah’s day he was calling Israel to be ‘smoothed out’ so that the Lord could come to the nation and rule. This was emphasized by all the prophets—ethically the nation must be righteous. Eventually the nation will be ‘smoothed out’ spiritually when the glory of the LORD is revealed (Isa. 40:5). Isaiah was thinking of the millennial kingdom when the Lord will be revealed in His glory, that is, when His unique splendor will be evident everywhere” (Bible Knowledge Commentary).  
In light this, how can you “roll out the red carpet” for Christ to really meet with you this Christmas season?

Does God sitting above the “circle of the earth” imply that the earth is round (Isa. 40:22)?  This word is used only 5 times in the OT, all with the idea of “draw round, make circle… drawn as circle bound, of horizon-line” (Bauer-Driver-Briggs Hebrew lexicon).  Read where Isaiah uses this word only one other time in 44:13.  What does it refer to there?

In fact, Job 26:10 uses the same word in the same way as Isaiah 40:22–– “He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters at the boundary of light and darkness.”  Do you agree that this passage confirms that since people could see that the horizon was curved, this acknowledgement of the curvature of the earth indirectly refers to the earth being round?  What implications does this have for how the Bible has been ridiculed throughout history?
Putting it into Practice
At end of the sermon, Rick referred to the “Gaze-Glance Principle.”  How would you explain this in your own words?

Rick felt that the main idea of Isaiah 40 is “He cares and He’s able, so trust Him.”  In this regard, did you identify a struggle in your life based on Rick’s message?  What is it?

When you ponder this struggle in your life, do you tend to look down or look up?  Why?  How can you change this?
Introduction

1. We often look down when things don’t go our way.
2. What issue do you struggle with right now?

3. How can you _____________ to the LORD during your struggle? 
I.
Know that He _____________.
A. God would tenderly replace His discipline with His glory and Word (1-11).

B. Do you feel that God cares for your struggle right now?

II.
Know that He’s _____________.
A. God rules the world with all power (12-26).

B. Do you believe that God is bigger than what you struggle with right now?

III.
Trust His _____________.
A. Don’t have a “pity party” (27).
B. Since God never grows tired, He can strengthen you (28-31).

Conclusion

1. He _____________ and He’s _____________, so ____________ Him (Main Idea).

2. How can you trust God with your struggle right now?

3. The Gaze-Glance Principle
Isaiah 40 is perhaps one of the most loved chapters of the Bible.  Answering the following questions will help you understand and apply this powerful passage.

Getting to Know Me

Read Isaiah 40:7-8. A preacher once noted in regard to these verses that only three things will outlast this life: God, God’s Word, and the souls of people.  To what extent have you tried to live in light of these three eternal realities?  How has it changed your priorities?

Into the Bible
Look at Isaiah 40:3-4.  Do you think that this voice shouting in the desert refers only to John the Baptist?  One thing it does mean is that after the Exile, God would show up—so Israel should be prepared for him to come.  To prepare them, God would send an announcer in advance.

“Each Gospel writer applied Isaiah 40:3 to John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1-4; Mark 1:1-4; Luke 1:76-78; John 1:23). John was a desert prophet who prepared the way for Jesus Christ, and who in the wilderness made a highway for Him (cf. Matt. 3:3). However, here in Isaiah the entire nation was in a spiritual wilderness, and each Israelite needed to get ready spiritually for the appearing of the Lord.  Raising the valleys and lowering the mountains refer in hyperbole to workmen leveling or smoothing out the roads on which a dignitary would travel when he came to visit an area. Today an equivalent is, ‘roll out the red carpet.’ …Eventually the nation will be ‘smoothed out’ spiritually when the glory of the LORD is revealed (Isa. 40:5). Isaiah was thinking of the millennial kingdom when the Lord will be revealed in His glory, that is, when His unique splendor will be evident everywhere” (Bible Knowledge Commentary).  

In light this, how can you “roll out the red carpet” for Christ to really meet with you now?

Does God sitting above the “circle of the earth” imply that the earth is round (Isa. 40:22)?  This word is used only 5 times in the OT, all with the idea of “draw round, make circle… drawn as circle bound, of horizon-line” (Bauer-Driver-Briggs Hebrew lexicon).  

In fact, Job 26:10 uses the same word in the same way as Isaiah 40:22–– “He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters at the boundary of light and darkness.”  Do you agree that this passage confirms that since people could see that the horizon was curved, this acknowledgement of the curvature of the earth indirectly refers to the earth being round?  What implications does this have for how the Bible has been ridiculed throughout history?
Putting it into Practice
Rick referred to the “Gaze-Glance Principle.”  How would you explain this in your own words?

Rick felt that the main idea of Isaiah 40 is “He cares and He’s able, so trust Him.”  In this regard, did you identify a struggle in your life based on Rick’s message?  What is it?

When you ponder this struggle in your life, do you tend to look down or look up?  Why?  How can you change this?
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