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Purpose:
The listeners marriages will improve in at least one way to fulfill God’s purposes.

Introduction

1. [Returning to the original Valentine’s Day story can help us see that our first need is to stay close to God!]

a) Third century AD—not an easy time to believe in Christ, for the emperor Claudius killed those who even associated with Christians.

b) But the believing Valentinus did not lessen his commitment to Christ—and soon found himself on death row.

c) Seeing that Valentinus was an educated man, the jailer asked him to teach his daughter Julia who had been blind from birth.  Valentinus agreed, instructing her in Rome’s history, math, nature, and God.  She saw the world through his eyes, trusted in his wisdom, and found comfort in his quiet strength.

d) On the eve of his death, Valentinus wrote Julia one last note, urging her to stay close to God.  He signed it, “From Your Valentine.”  And the next day he was beheaded—February 14, AD 270.

e) Even Muslims acknowledge that Valentine’s Day has Christian roots, so yesterday’s newspaper reported, “Muslims Advised Not to Celebrate Valentine’s Day” [read first two paragraphs].

f) So the Muslims are correct in seeing that the celebration of Valentine’s Day has degenerated from a Christian love among friends to a secular love among couples.  

g) But I trust that this return to the original Valentine’s Day story has reminded us that our first need is to stay close to God!  And why is this so necessary?  Because marriages today are in a sad state—so we need to return to God’s original design.

2. Going back to God’s original design for marriage in Genesis 1 can help us draw closer to God to solve our marriage problems too.

a) The first thing we need to know for a good marriage is that God made the world to show He is boss (1:1-25).

b) In this context of God’s supremacy over Satan and the universe we see Him create marriage—mankind as male and female (1:26).  This brings up the question…

3. Subject: Why did God create marriage in the first place?  Genesis 1–2 shows us some key reasons He gave us the marriage institution.  Notice first in verses 26-27 how…

I. Marriage mirrors God’s image (1:26-27—read verses in Chinese only).

   [It shows God’s attributes to the world.]

A. What does it mean to be made in God’s image?

1. Many answers are given to this, but I think the one most likely is…

2. We are like God in that we have unity in diversity as male and female.

a) That God is more than one Person within a single God is supported by the use of “us” and “our” here.

b) Likewise, God made two different sexes that better reflect his Triune image together.  Here’s a deliberate comparison of a Triune God with a “Biune” man!

(1) Women reflect God’s image more in His compassion, care, and nurture.

(2) Men reflect God’s image more in His leadership, strength, and authority.

(3) While each of us indiviudally are in His image, I think one point here is that a godly marriage better models God in His complete image.

B. But how do you mirror God’s image in practical terms?

1. Reflect sexual distinctions in your marriage.  Men, lead!  Women, nurture!

a) To do this will go directly against society’s blurring of sex roles.  The entrance of women into the marketplace in the past generation has especially confused us regarding our distinctions.

b) But God made us male and female—not just biologically—but in our roles too.

2. Yet still show oneness in your marriage to reflect the unity of the Trinity.

a) Can you imagine the members of the Godhead fighting within themselves?  The Father says, “You, Jesus, should die for man,” but Jesus says, “No, Dad!  That’s the Holy Spirit’s job!” Hardly!

b) Just as God is united, so our marriages must reflect his same kind of unity—since we are made in His image.

(So the first reason God made marriage was to enable us to mirror His image.  A second reason is…)

II. Marriage multiplies a godly heritage (1:28a).

    [It should produce a new generation committed to God’s values.]

A. Interesting that God’s first command to humans was to have babies!  Asians have obeyed this command more than any other!

B. But here we’re not just talking about any babies—God desires godly offspring.  

1. God told Adam and Eve in their sinless state that He wanted more people to fear Him.

2. To achieve this God didn’t endow either men or women with the emotional, spiritual, or physical equipment to raise kids alone.  He blessed “them”—not just “him” or “her”!

a) James Dobson calls single-parenting “the toughest job in the universe.”

b) Part of the reason God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) is because He knows how difficult raising kids alone is.

C. A man’s greatest challenge is not his job, but his home.  That’s why a key requirement for church leadership in 1 Timothy 3:4-5 is to be “one who manages his own household well.”

D. What kind of descendants are you developing?  Are you raising a godly heritage? 

1. Do you require your children to have a quiet time?  We have made this a regular part of even our youngest’s morning discipline since age 5.

2. Do you require your children to ask forgiveness when they sin?  We make our boys not just say “sorry” but “Will you forgive me?”

3. Do you watch influences in their lives?  We have a little sign on our TV, quoting Psalm 101:3—“I will set before my eyes no vile thing” and use it as a gauge for what to watch.  Yesterday after hearing God’s name used in vain and seeing someone go to bed with one who wasn’t his wife, we just had to turn it off.

(So marriage mirrors God’s image and multiplies a godly heritage.  Another purpose for marriage?)

III. Marriage manages God’s creation (1:28b–2:3).

     [A husband-wife relationship is God’s major means to rule the world!]

A. Actually this concept of ruling over creation was in verse 26 too, but here we see it repeated again: “subdue” and “rule.”

B. What does it mean to “rule creation”?

1. It means that, though Satan is called the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), a godly marriage threatens Satan’s power and kingdom.  

2. How’s this?  

a) The family is the most significant institution in the world—for good or for evil.

b) And the foundation of a godly family is a godly marriage, which hurts Satan by showing kids how to have victory over the world—which they pass on to others.

C. How is your marriage doing at managing God’s creation?

1. Does your marriage show you have conquered the world’s influence or rule?

2. Does your marriage do great damage to Satan’s power?

3. The idea here is that God made marriage as the influencer of good in the world—not the institution that is influenced by evil.

(What other purpose for marriage is there besides mirroring, multiplying, and managing?)

IV. Marriage mutually completes each partner (2:4-18).

     [God made marriage to remind us of our need for each other.]

A. The fact that Eve was Adam’s helper says little about Eve—but it says a lot about Adam!

1. The text doesn’t say that Eve needed Adam.  It only notes that Adam needed Eve.

2. Why did Adam need Eve?  

a) To help with the garden?  (No—verse 15 says that was Adam’s job.)  

b) To do the cooking? (No—there’ wasn’t any.)  

c) To clean up after the animals?  And after Adam?  

d) No!  His need was companionship!

(1) Recent studies by the US Academy of Dentistry notes that companionship shown in kissing even helps prevent cavities!  Seriously!

(2) A February 11 Straits Times report says, “Partners can help chase away plaque by kissing as it stimulates saliva which helps reduce the incidence of cavities.”

(3) Even eating chocolate fights cavities: “Chocolate contains tannins, a compound that helps prevent cavity-causing bacteria from sticking to the teeth and gums.” 

3. Husband, do you express affection to your wife—such as in kissing?  Here’s one reason why I haven’t had a cavity since getting married!

4. A more important question is: Do you express words to your wife how you need her?  Not for what she does, but for who she is!  Do you need her for prayer?  I do!  We try to pray each morning right after we wake up—which I find hard to do by myself—but much easier to do with Susan.

B. Wife, according to 1 Corinthians 11:11 you need your husband too!

1. Do you express your need for his leadership?

2. Do you express your need for his protection?

3. Do you express your need for his provision?

Conclusion

1. Why did God establish marriage?  So we can rule creation with Him (MI).  He designed marriage to be His means for us to defeat Satan’s power over the world!

2. Which purpose for marriage noted today is most relevant to you in your own marriage?

a) Marriage mirrors God’s image (1:26-27)—do you need to renew yourself to being God’s chief means to conform your spouse to His image?

b) Marriage multiplies a godly heritage (1:28a)—what must you do to raise more godly children? Require QT?  Require forgiveness?  Limit TV—or friends?

c) Marriage manages God’s creation (1:28b–2:3)—how can you have victory over Satan rather than the other way around?

d) Marriage mutually completes each partner (2:4-18)—have you lately expressed your need for your mate?

3. St. Valentine never married.  But one thing he did know—our first need is to stay close to God.  And this leads to a godly marriage that has victory over the world’s influences.

Back to the Bible Marriage Seminar, Sri Lanka
Dr. Rick Griffith

13 March 1999
Message #1

NIV
60 Minutes

God’s Purposes for Marriage

Genesis 1:26–2:18

Topic:
Marriage 

Subject:
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Purpose:
The listeners marriages will improve in at least one way to fulfill God’s purposes.

Introduction

1. [Returning to the original Valentine’s Day story can help us see that our first need is to stay close to God!]

a) Third century AD—not an easy time to believe in Christ, for the emperor Claudius killed those who even associated with Christians.

b) But the believing Valentinus did not lessen his commitment to Christ—and soon found himself on death row.

c) Seeing that Valentinus was an educated man, the jailer asked him to teach his daughter Julia who had been blind from birth.  Valentinus agreed, instructing her in Rome’s history, math, nature, and God.  She saw the world through his eyes, trusted in his wisdom, and found comfort in his quiet strength.

d) On the eve of his death, Valentinus wrote Julia one last note, urging her to stay close to God.  He signed it, “From Your Valentine.”  And the next day he was beheaded—February 14, AD 270.

e) Even Muslims acknowledge that Valentine’s Day has Christian roots, so yesterday’s newspaper reported, “Muslims Advised Not to Celebrate Valentine’s Day” [read first two paragraphs].

f) So the Muslims are correct in seeing that the celebration of Valentine’s Day has degenerated from a Christian love among friends to a secular love among couples.  

g) But I trust that this return to the original Valentine’s Day story has reminded us that our first need is to stay close to God!  And why is this so necessary?  Because marriages today are in a sad state—so we need to return to God’s original design.

2. Going back to God’s original design for marriage in Genesis 1 can help us draw closer to God to solve our marriage problems too.

a) The first thing we need to know for a good marriage is that God made the world to show He is boss (1:1-25).

(1) What we find from other passages is that Satan tried to be king but fell from his position before these days of creation began (Isa. 14; Ezek. 28).

(2) Yet chapter 1 shows God as the real King in many ways (1:1-25).  The kingly imagery abounds in Genesis 1…

(a) Like an earthly king speaks laws into existence, God speaks the universe into existence!

(b) Like an earthly king delegates his rule, so God does the same with man.

b) In this context of God’s supremacy over Satan and the universe we see Him create marriage—mankind as male and female (1:26).  This brings up the question…

3. Subject: Why did God create marriage in the first place?  Genesis 1–2 shows us some key reasons He gave us the marriage institution.  Notice first in verses 26-27 how…

I. Marriage mirrors God’s image (1:26-27).

   [It shows God’s attributes to the world.]

A. What does it mean to be made in God’s image? (See Wenham, 29-32)

1. Some (like Mormons) say “image” means a physical resemblance to God, but this is not possible since God as no body (Deut. 4:15-16; Luke 24:24).

2. Part of the meaning is probably that we have mental and spiritual capabilities like God.

a) We are higher than the animals in this respect.  

b) That we can reason, communicate, and make moral decisions must be a part of this image of God.

3. Also, man reflects God in his rule over creation. God is Sovereign Ruler of the universe, but He has delegated a small portion of His rule to man.  I’ll address this more later, but I think being in His image especially means…

4. We are like God in that we have unity in diversity as male and female.

a) That God is more than one Person within a single God is supported by the use of “us” and “our” here.

b) Likewise, God made two different sexes which better reflect his Triune image together.  Here’s a deliberate comparison of a Triune God with a “Biune” man!

(1) Women reflect God’s image more in His compassion, care, and nurture.

(2) Men reflect God’s image more in His leadership, strength, and authority.

(3) While each of us indiviudally are in His image, I think one point here is that a godly marriage better models God in His complete image.

B. But how do you mirror God’s image in practical terms?

1. Reflect sexual distinctions in your marriage.  Men, lead!  Women, nurture!

a) To do this will go directly against society’s blurring of sex roles.  The entrance of women into the marketplace in the past generation has especially confused us regarding our distinctions.

b) But God made us male and female—not just biologically—but in our roles too.

2. Yet still show oneness in your marriage to reflect the unity of the Trinity.

a) Can you imagine the members of the Godhead fighting within themselves?  The Father says, “You, Jesus, should die for man,” but Jesus says, “No, Dad!  That’s the Holy Spirit’s job!”  Hardly!

b) Just as God is united, so our marriages must reflect his same kind of unity—since we are made in His image.

3. Have you ever thought about what your highest goal is for your spouse?  What is the ultimate desire you have for him or her?

a) Susan and I got a very rough start in or relationship.  We were on a 2-year assignment as missionaries on the same team.  She felt prisoner to being on that team with me—like she had a 2-year sentence to serve!

b) But I made it my highest goal that she become like Jesus more through knowing me—however long God desired us to be together.  And God, through this, changed her heart.

c) That’s still my goal for her and her for me.

(So the first reason God made marriage was to enable us to mirror His image.  A second reason is…)

II. Marriage multiplies a godly heritage (1:28a).

    [It should produce a new generation committed to God’s values.]

A. Interesting that God’s first command to humans was to have babies!  Asians have obeyed this command more than any other!

B. But here we’re not just talking about any babies—God desires godly offspring.  

1. God told Adam and Eve in their sinless state that He wanted more people to fear Him.

2. To achieve this God didn’t endow either men or women with the emotional, spiritual, or physical equipment to raise kids alone.  He blessed “them”—not just “him” or “her”!

a) James Dobson calls single-parenting “the toughest job in the universe.”

b) Part of the reason God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16) is because He knows how difficult raising kids alone is.

C. A man’s greatest challenge is not his job, but his home.  That’s why a key requirement for church leadership in 1 Timothy 3:4-5 is to be “one who manages his own household well.”

D. What kind of descendants are you developing?  Are you raising a godly heritage? 

1. Do you require your children to have a quiet time?  We have made this a regular part of even our youngest’s morning discipline since age 5.

2. Do you require your children to ask forgiveness when they sin?  We make our boys not just say “sorry” but “Will you forgive me?”

3. Do you watch influences in their lives?  We have a little sign on our TV, quoting Psalm 101:3—“I will set before my eyes no vile thing” and use it as a gauge for what to watch.  Yesterday after hearing God’s name used in vain and seeing someone go to bed with one who wasn’t his wife, we just had to turn it off.

III. Marriage manages God’s creation (1:28b–2:3).

     [A husband-wife relationship is God’s major means to rule the world!]

A. Actually this concept of ruling over creation was in verse 26 too, but here we see it repeated again: “subdue” and “rule.”

B. What does it mean to “rule creation”?

1. It means that we share in God’s authority over plants and animals (both fear us).

a) Rarely do plants eat us—we eat plants!

b) Rarely do animals eat us—we eat animals!

2. This command to rule was given before Satan extended his influence on earth—so it referred then to being co-rulers with God.  But chapter 3 shows how this co-rule was hindered by Satan.

3. So now it means that, though Satan is called the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), a godly marriage threatens Satan’s power and kingdom.  How’s this?  

a) The family is the most significant institution in the world—for good or for evil.

b) And the foundation of a godly family is a godly marriage, which hurts Satan by showing kids how to have victory over the world—which they pass on to others.

C. How is your marriage doing at managing God’s creation?

1. Does your marriage show you have conquered the world’s influence or rule?

2. Does your marriage do great damage to Satan’s power?

3. The idea here is that God made marriage as the influencer of good in the world—not the institution that is influenced by evil.

(What other purpose for marriage is there besides mirroring, multiplying, and managing?)

IV. Marriage mutually completes each partner (2:4-18).

     [God made marriage to remind us of our need for each other.]

A. God created us male and female in a most creative way…

1. He had all the animals march in front of Adam two-by-two, and Adam named them: Mr. & Mrs. Elephant, Mr. & Mrs. Flamingo, Mr. & Mrs. Rhinoceros, Mr. & Mrs. Mouse, Mr. & Mrs. Tyrannosaurus, Mr. & Mrs. Flea…

2. Imagine naming hundreds of animals—all in a day’s work!  Tiring work…

3. But then Adam noticed, “Hey, how come they all come in pairs, but there’s Adam and…no one!  Mr. Adam… but where’s Mrs. Adam?”

4. Then God caused a divine sleep and a divine side-ache, and wha-lah!  Eve!  The first bone marrow transplant!  And Adam said in verse 23 (loose paraphrase), “Now that’s what I call spare rib!”

B. How is this kind of mutual compatibility seen today?

1. That Eve was Adam’s helper says little about Eve—but it says a lot about Adam!

a) The text doesn’t say that Eve needed Adam.  It only notes that Adam needed Eve.

b) What did Adam need Eve for?  

(1) To help with the garden?  (No—verse 15 says that was Adam’s job.)  

(2) To do the cooking? (No—there’ wasn’t any.)  

(3) To clean up after the animals?  And after Adam?  

(4) No!  His need was companionship!

(a) Recent studies by the US Academy of Dentistry notes that companionship shown in kissing even helps prevent cavities!  Seriously!

(b) A February 11 Straits Times report says, “Partners can help chase away plaque by kissing as it stimulates saliva which helps reduce the incidence of cavities.”

(c) Even eating chocolate fights cavities: “Chocolate contains tannins, a compound that helps prevent cavity-causing bacteria from sticking to the teeth and gums.” 

c) Husband, do you express affection to your wife—such as in kissing?  Here’s one reason why I haven’t had a cavity since getting married!

d) A more important question is: Do you express words to your wife how you need her?  Not for what she does, but for who she is!  Do you need her for prayer?  I do!  We try to pray each morning right after we wake up—which I find hard to do by myself—but much easier to do with Susan.

2. Wife, according to 1 Corinthians 11:11 you need your husband too!

a) Do you express your need for his leadership?

b) Do you express your need for his protection?

c) Do you express your need for his provision?

(One last marriage purpose besides mirroring, multiplying, managing, and mutually completing…)

V. Marriage models Christ’s relationship with the church (Eph. 5:31-32).

  [God made marriage to illustrate both how Christ relates to us and how we should relate to Christ.]

A. Husband, your love for your wife models Christ’s love for his bride, the church.

B. Wife, your submission to your husband models the church’s submission to Christ.

Conclusion

1. Why did God establish marriage?  So we can rule creation with Him (MI).  He designed marriage to be His means for us to defeat Satan’s power over the world!

2. Which purpose for marriage noted today is most relevant to you in your own marriage?

a) Marriage mirrors God’s image (1:26-27).

(1) How can you better show God’s unity in diversity through increased unity in your marriage?

(2) Do you need to renew yourself to being God’s chief means to conform your spouse to His image?

b) Marriage multiplies a godly heritage (1:28a)—what must you do to raise more godly children? Require QT?  Require forgiveness?  Limit TV—or friends?

c) Marriage manages God’s creation (1:28b–2:3)—how an you have victory over Satan rather than the other way around?

d) Marriage mutually completes each partner (2:4-18)—have you lately expressed your need for your mate?

e) Marriage models Christ’s relationship with the church (Eph. 5:31-32)—Is loving servant leadership (for men) or submission (for women) a timely reminder?

3. St. Valentine never married.  But one thing he did know—our first need is to stay close to God. And this leads to a godly marriage that has victory over the world’s influences.

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

1. Adam’s headship over Eve is seen in several ways:

a) He was created first (1 Cor. 11:8).

b) God gave the “off-limits” command from certain trees to him.

c) God gave him the job of farming the garden. 

d) He was the source of his wife.

e) His wife was made to be his helper—not vice versa— meaning that he was to lead her (1 Cor. 11:9).

f) He named his wife Eve.

g) God held him responsible for the couple’s sin, even though Eve took the first bite.

2. At Grand Central Station, John Blanchard looked for the woman he had loved but never met… (Max Lucado in “The People with the Roses,” ed. Alice Gray, Stories for the Heart, 121-23).

God’s Purposes for Marriage

Genesis 1:26–2:18

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The reason God created marriage was to share his kingly rule over creation with mankind.

I.
The reason God created the world was to show that He is the sovereign creator of life (1:1-25).

A. God is introduced as uncreated (1:1-2).

B. God prepared the world for man as the crown of His creation (1:3-25).

II.
The reason God created marriage was to share his rule over creation with mankind (1:26–2:18).

A. Marriage mirrors God’s image (1:26-27).

B. Marriage multiplies a godly heritage (1:28a).

C. Marriage manages God’s creation (1:28b–2:3).

D. Marriage mutually completes each partner (2:4-18).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. [Returning to the original Valentine’s Day story can help us see that our first need is to stay close to God!]

2. Going back to God’s original design for marriage can help us draw closer to God to solve our marriage problems too.

3. Subject: Why did God create marriage in the first place?  Today from Genesis 1–2 we will see five reasons He gave us the marriage institution.

I. Marriage mirrors God’s image (1:26-27).

II. Marriage multiplies a godly heritage (1:28a).

III. Marriage manages God’s creation (1:28b–2:3).

IV. Marriage mutually completes each partner (2:4-18).

V. Marriage models Christ’s relationship with the church (Eph. 5:31-32).

Conclusion

1. Why did God establish marriage?  So we can rule creation with Him (MI).

2. Which one of the five purposes is most relevant to you now in your own marriage?

