Connie Tong


The Significance of Insignificance

Esther 6:1-13 (Cyclical Inductive)                                                                                              
Topic: God’s protection
Subject: How does God work through small things in our lives for our benefit?  
Complement: God often protects us through seemingly insignificant events.
Purpose: The audience will know that God works through insignificant events in our lives. 
1. Arouse Interest: [movie ILL: Sliding Door to illustrate things will change drastically because of small things] 

Helen is fired from her job and she runs down to the Underground, (it is MRT in Singapore context) to catch a train home. But as she runs down, we suddenly see her life split off.  Time reverses itself for a few seconds and a second version of Helen is created. In one version, she catches the train and in the second, she misses it. Throughout the rest of the film we see what would have happened in each scenario. Her whole life changes in that split second. When she catches the train, she meets a charming man and gets home to find her boyfriend in bed with another woman. When she misses the train, she ends up with a miserable life.  Helen does not know what would have happened if she could catch the train.

2. Friends, you may say “no big deal” when you miss the train.  You may even say, “I missed the last ferry that I couldn’t come back to Singapore.”   But have you ever thought that how God works through insignificant things in your life for your benefit? (raise need and subject)

3. Background: Haman returned from Queen Esther’s banquet feeling proud and happy.  But when he met Mordecai, he was filled with rage because he refused to bow to him.  So he took the advice of his wife and friends to build a tall gallows to hang Mordecai after he got the permission from the King.  Therefore he went very early in the morning to speak to the King.  

4. Preview: In today’s passage, Esther ch 6:1-13, we will look at two aspects of how God works.  It starts with King Xerxes having a sleepless night.  The night after the first banquet but before the second one.   
(The King of Persia could not sleep that night.  It was a little thing, you may say.  But let us see how God is going to do with this little thing….Let me read vv 1-3 for you…..we see)
I. God intervenes in our lives through insignificant things and delays (1 - 3)

A. A sleepless night of King Xerxes in God’s hand turned the situation around (1).  

1. The King just happened to have a sleepless night.

2. He could have chosen many other things to do, but he just happened to have the history book read to him.  …oooops, did I say “just happened”?  Maybe from the viewpoint of the King, but we can see God’s hand is working.  The King stayed awake because God had something to tell him.

3. The sleepless night started a chain of reactions that changed the history of the Jews.

4. Very often, God has worked in our own lives through events that are insignificant.

5. ILL. – my conversion story.  One of my A Level teachers invited me to an evangelistic meeting.  I was quite surprised when he came to my class-room during the break and asked me to come to their meeting.  I accepted it because he sounded very sincere.  After the gospel meeting I was invited to attend their Bible Studies and I accepted Christ afterwards.  Through these insignificant events, I was saved.

(The attendants read the account of Mordecai to the King, the King found out that Mordecai was not rewarded.  We see from vv 2-3 that …)

B. A delay in rewarding Mordecai was God’s way to save the Jews from execution (2-3)

1. It was important that the Persian kings publicly reward their Benefactors.   

2. The attendants just happened to choose the account of Mordecai.  On the very night when Mordecai was in great danger.

3. Let’s stop here and ask: What if the King slept through the night?  Or what if he asked his musicians to play instead of having someone to read to him?  Or his attendants had read him other things instead of the account of Mordecai?  Or if the King had already rewarded Mordecai right after he reported the plot?

4. The destiny of Mordecai and the Jews all tied in these insignificant things.  Whether it was a sleepless night or a delayed reward.

5. [ILL.] (1) Joseph had to wait for two more years in prison until the time God had chosen for him to meet Pharaoh and later he became second ruler in Egypt.  Without the delay, many people would have died in the famine.  

(2) We see another delay in the story of Lazarus.  Jesus delayed to go to see Lazarus when he was seriously sick.  Without the delay, they would not have seen the resurrection power of Jesus.

6. Without the delay in rewarding Mordecai, he and the Jews would not have known how God would do for them.

7. [APP.] If we are honest to ourselves, we will admit that delays are sometimes a problem to our faith. It may seem that God is not listening to our prayers.  Whether we are praying for our future direction or our life partner, we need to have faith that God designs the time and the delay is for the greater glory God has prepared for us. 

8. Friends, “God’s delays are not God’s denials.” He is working.
(We have seen that God intervenes in our lives through insignificant things and delays.  In v1, we see that the King couldn’t sleep.  There was another man waiting eagerly in the morning in the king’s court ready to prompt his request.  Now let’s take a look at what will happen when God intervenes.  We see from vv 4-13 that when God intervenes… )
II. God will deliver us from the hands of our enemy (4-13)  

(from vv 4-9, we can see that …) 
A. Haman tried to eliminate the Jews, but God reversed the situation unexpectedly in the turn of event (4-9).  

1. When Haman came in, he prepared to ask for the life of Mordecai while the King prepared to reward Mordecai.  

2. Let’s see what would happen with these two different agendas.  

3. When the King needed advice, verse 4 says that Haman just happened to have entered the outer court.  What if Haman arrived at his usual time?  Someone might have advised the King already.  

4. In verse 5, Haman went from outer court to inner court, the King’s private chamber.  He was privileged.  His pride must have hit the ceiling.  The King asked him for advice must have sounded like music in his ears when the King says, “What should be done for the man the King delights to honor?  

5. (6b) In his pride, Haman concluded that the King was speaking about him when the King wanted to honor someone.  Who else in the kingdom deserved the King’s honor other than him?

6. (7-9) Haman asked for a royal robe to put on, a royal horse to ride on and noble princes to lead and proclaim honor to him.  

7. According to later Greek historian, the Persian royal robe was thought to possess magical power, in some way conferring royalty on those who wore it.

8. This is the highest honor Haman had asked from the King for himself.  Little did he know what would happen next.  

(let’s continue the story, let me read vv 10-11, …. we see ….)

B. Haman was humiliated by his own wicked plan to be honored by the King (10-11)

1. (10)  When the King instructed him without delay to do all the things he had suggested to … Mordecai, it must have come as a blow to him.  

2. He must be shocked when he found out the person he wanted to hang was the person the King wanted to honor. All the splendid glory that conjured up in his mind now goes to his enemy, Mordecai.  

3. As for Mordecai, the rewards given to him were far beyond anything he could have imagined.  We see a reversal is taking place here.  

4. Let’s imagine the feeling Haman had as he robed Mordecai and led the horse through the streets with Mordecai sitting on it, proclaiming, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor.”
5. Before this day, he demanded Mordecai to bow to him, but today he had to ask people to bow to Mordecai.  The humiliation of him was absolutely unspeakable.  We see another reversal here.

6. [ILL.] A young seminary graduate was excited about preaching his first sermon in his home church. After three years in seminary, he felt adequately prepared, and when he was introduced to the congregation, he walked boldly to the pulpit, his head high with self-confidence. 

But he stumbled reading the Scriptures and then lost his train of thought halfway through the message. He began to panic, so he did the safest thing: He quickly ended the message, prayed, and walked dejectedly from the pulpit, his head down, his self-assurance gone.
Later, one of the godly elders whispered to the embarrassed young man, “If you had gone up to the pulpit the way you came down, you might have come down the way you went up.” 
7. If Haman had overheard what this elder had said to the young man, we don’t know whether he would reconsider to hang Mordecai or not.

(in vv 12-13 for you, …. we see …)

C. Haman could not stand against the Jews when God was with His people (12-13) 

1. (12)  Mordecai returned to his normal place at the King’s gate as if nothing had happened.  The honors had no particular effect on him.  

2. But Haman rushed home with his head covered.  Covering the head was a sign of mourning.  He was totally defeated and humiliated. 

3. Mordecai was elevated on the royal horse rather than executed on the gallows.  Haman was humiliated rather than honored.  We see another reversal here. 

4. (13)  Instead of giving him comfort, Haman’s wife and friends assured his downfall.  Mordecai should have fallen before Haman has not fallen but is raised in honor instead, and now it will be Haman who is going to fall. 

5. [ILL.] Prov 21:30 says, “There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD”
Conclusion

1. Today, through the story of Mordecai, we have seen how God reversed the situation through supposedly insignificant events in order to deliver the whole nation from execution. (MPs) 
2. In the same manner, God often protects us through seemingly insignificant events. (MI)   Many of the insignificant events in our lives proved to be God’s way to rescue us from danger.  (MI restated)

3. The most significant work of God in our lives came about through a chain of events, each of which probably seemed insignificant at the time.
4. [ILL] My father was the only one in his family who went to Hong Kong when he was young.  And soon after he arrived, the door was closed.  People were not allowed to go in and out of China as freely as before.  I was born in Hong Kong and received my education there.  For a couple of times, I wondered what if the door was not closed and my father decided to go back.  What would my life be in China? 

5. [APP.] Friends, let’s pause for a moment to reflect on our lives and look at those seemingly insignificant things that had happened.  In fact they contributed a lot to who we are today.  The insignificant things may be changing to another school; accepting an invitation to a party, etc.  It will be good if we can pause and think regularly.  This exercise will train us to be more sensitive to God’s work in our lives.  

6. Prayer : Father, we praise You for Your sovereignty over both the big events and the insignificant events of our lives.  With You nothing is accidental and no experience is wasted.  You hold in Your hand our breath of life and all our destiny.  For in You, oh Lord, we live and move and have our being.  Lord, help us to remember that You are the one who can make something beautiful out of even the worst situations.  Lord, we love You and give You thanks.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!
The Significance of Insignificance
Homiletical Outline (revised)

Esther 6:1-13 (Cyclical Inductive)

1. Arouse Interest: [movie ILL: Sliding Door to illustrate things will change drastically because of small things] 

2. Need: The insignificant things in life may come from God to work for our own good

3. Subject: How does God work through small things in our lives for our benefit?  
4. Background: Haman returned from Queen Esther’s banquet feeling proud and happy.  But he was filled with rage against Mordecai when Mordecai refused to bow to him.  So he took the advice of his wife and friends to build a tall gallows to hang Mordecai after he got the permission from the king.  Therefore he went very early in the morning to speak to the King.  
5. Preview: In today’s passage, Esther ch 6:1-13, it starts with King Xerxes having a sleepless night.  The night after the first banquet but before the second one.   The King of Persia could not sleep that night.  It was a little thing, you may say.  But let us see how God is going to do with this little thing….Let me read vv 1-3 for you…..we see )  
III. God intervenes in our lives through insignificant things and delays (1 - 3)

A. A sleepless night of King Xerxes in God’s hand turned the situation around (1).  

[ILL: My conversion story]

B. A delay in rewarding Mordecai was God’s way to save the Jews from execution (2-3) 

[ILL: (1) Joseph waited in prison; 

          (2) delay of Jesus in going to see Lazarus]

C. [APP.: “God’s delays are not God’s denials.” - We need to have faith that God designs the time and the delay is for the greater glory God has prepared for us.]

(We have seen that God intervenes in our lives through insignificant things and delays.  Now let’s take a look at what will happen when God intervenes…we see from vv 4-13 that when God intervenes… )
IV. God will deliver us from the hands of our enemy (4-13)  

A. Haman sought to eliminate the Jews, but God reversed the situation unexpectedly in the turn of events (4-9)
B. Haman was humiliated by his own wicked plan to be honored by the King (10-11)

[ILL: story of a young seminary graduate]

C. Haman could not stand against the Jews when God was with His people (12-13) 

Conclusion

1. Today, through the story of Mordecai, we have seen how God reversed the situation through supposedly insignificant events in order to deliver the whole nation from execution.  
2. In the same manner, God often protects us through seemingly insignificant events. (MI)   Many of the insignificant events in our lives proved to be God’s way to rescue us from danger.  (MI restated)

3. The most significant work of God in our lives came about through a chain of events, each of which probably seemed insignificant at the time.
4. [ILL: my father’s story]

5. [APP:]  Let us reflect on how God has shaped us in our lives using seemingly insignificant things.

6. Pray
Exegetical Outline

Esther 6:1-13

Prologue :  The Book of Esther took place in the reign of a Persian King, King Xerxes.  The events of the book would be between the completion of the temple construction under Zerubbabel (516 BC) and the arrival of more returnees to Jerusalem under Ezra in 458BC.  However, many continued to live in Babylon.  The empire reached its peak under King Xerxes’ father, Darius I.  However, King Xerxes could still boast his vast wealth, splendid and glory.  

Haman, King Xerxes’ second-hand man, issued a decree to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews because Mordecai, a Jew, didn’t bow down to him.  Out of love for her people, Queen Esther risked her life by going to King Xerxes uninvited to invite the King and Haman to the banquet she had prepared (ch 5).  We can see how tactfully Esther handled her request and petition to King Xerxes by delaying to the second banquet hoping to reverse the destiny of her people.  
Chapter six took place in between the two banquets.  With the divine intervention, the table was turned so that the destiny of both Haman and Mordecai was reversed.
EI: The result of God’s intervention of causing King Xerxes a sleepless night was that the destiny of Mordecai was reversed to honor and Haman’s to humiliation.
V. The way God intervened to protect the Jews was through King Xerxes’ sleepless night, which led to the discovery of Mordecai’s unrewarded protection of Xerxes’ life (1 - 3)

VI. The result of God’s divine intervention was the reversal of Mordecai’s destiny from execution to honor and Haman’s from honor to humiliation (4 - 13)

D. Haman’s seeking of the king’s approval to kill Mordecai turned out to be an honor for Mordecai instead of hanging him (4-9)

E. Under the king’s order Haman was publicly humiliated by leading Mordecai on horseback through the city streets (10-11)

F. Haman’s wife and advisors affirmed his downfall when he stood against Mordecai, a Jew (12-13) 
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