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Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:14
Humble-Hearted Sanity

Topic:			Perspective

Question: 		How can we live with "humble-hearted sanity" and genuine joy in a world that is fleeting, unpredictable, and ultimately passing away?
Answer:		We must shift from a narrow, "under the sun" perspective to an eternal one—choosing to rejoice in God's current gifts, remember our Creator before the shadows fall, and anchor our identity in the "bottom line" of fearing and obeying Him.

Purpose:		We will stop "chasing the wind" of worldly security and instead pivot toward a life of Faithful Fruitfulness, prioritizing our relationship with God over the temporary vapor of earthly success.

Context:		After 12 grueling chapters, the author finally reaches the end of Solomon’s teachings and adds the additional commentary (although already there) to highlight Solomon’s message

CPT:			In a world God has made good, yet shadowed by dark days and passing years, we are called to a humble-hearted sanity that joyfully receives His gifts, refuses the soul-wearying pursuit of endless striving, remembers our Creator before strength fades, and lives in reverent fear and faithful obedience to God’s revealed truth before His certain judgment.(Central Proposition of the Text)


Big Idea:		Humble Hearted Sanity is Found in Fearing God, not Following the World 

I.	Rejoice and Remember  (Solomon’s summary/epilogue)		(11:7-12:7)

A.	Life Is Sweet	 														(11:7-8a,9a)
		From the beginning, God called life good
B.	Dark Days Are Certain												(11:8b)
		Life is good, but not forever.  Many days will be dark.
C.	Joy has Boundaries													(11:9b-10)
		Rejoice freely, but remember you will answer to God
D.	Remember Before It’s Gone 										(12:1-7)
		Remember God now, before youth fades and the light goes out.
	
II.	The Bottom Line  (Author’s summary / epilogue)					(12:8-14)

A.	Nothing New — Still Vapor											(8)
The Teacher’s last line repeats the first:
Everything is fleeting and fragile.
B.	A Trusted Voice			 											(9-10)
These words come from a careful, wise teacher
 who searched hard to speak truth plainly.
C.	Words That Wound and Wake										(11)
Wisdom isn’t always comfortable.
It prods, pierces, and keeps us moving in the right direction.
D.	Limits to Learning													(12)
Endless study can exhaust the soul.
Knowledge alone cannot solve life.
E.	The Whole Duty / Wise conclusion									(13-14)
Fear God, obey Him, and remember
that every life will face His judgment.

