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Loving the Lord

Deuteronomy 30:11-20

Topic:
Love (for God)

Subject:
How can we maintain a loving relationship with God in the midst of a busy schedule?

Complement:
Remember God’s adequacy, God’s benefits, and God Himself

Purpose:
The students will increase rather than decrease their love for God during their studies.

Introduction

1. Interest: [In seminary I struggled with keeping my relationship with God fresh.]

a) During my first month of theological studies a wise and senior African student asked me, “Do you know how to tell the difference between a first year and a fourth year student?”  

(1) I was eager to know the answer since I had already met a lot of men and women who had come to seminary as a second career and were older but still first year students.  “Tell me,” I replied.  

(2) He said, “The first year students are all zeal and no knowledge—but the fourth year students are all knowledge and no zeal.”

(3) I decided then and there not to let my studies ruin my relationship with God!

b) A year later there was a slide show during an SMF chapel.  

(1) At one point they showed a picture of a student reading by the campus fountain.  A senior student said under his breath, “Wow, look at that!  A seminary student reading his Bible!  Must be a first year student!”  

(2) Everyone in chapel laughed—but I cried inside.  I was a second-year student then, and I thought, “Wow, that hits close to home.  Come to think of it, whatever happened to those precious times with the Lord that I had last year?  Now it seem that my Greek cards go with me wherever I go and the Bible is opened only for assignments.”

2. Need: Can you relate?  How are you doing in your relationship with the Lord right now?

a) Did you meet with Him this morning?  Was it refreshing or rote?

b) Do you still have that zeal to talk about Him to others—especially the unsaved?

c) There’s hardly any need for me to belabor how busy we all are—we all know that.  In seminary I had three jobs while a full-time doctoral student, so I know where you’re coming from… but…

3. Subject: How can we maintain a loving relationship with God in the midst of a busy schedule?

4. Background: To answer that question tonight we’re going to go back to ancient Israel.

a) Israel was about to embark on a very busy time.  The people stood on the east bank of the Jordan looking west toward an unconquered land promised to them by God.

b) While it was rich and plentiful, they sure had a busy schedule ahead of them!  In fact, they were right at the beginning of a seven-year tribulation to subdue the land.  (At least at SBC your busy schedule won’t last that long!)

c) Before getting down to business Moses spent a long time addressing the people to make sure their priorities were right—especially with God—so he gave them some great advice just before he died.

5. Transition: I’ll summarize Moses’ words in three tips on keeping your walk with God fresh.  Here’s the first…

I.
You always have what you need to do God’s will.

[The Lord gives us everything we need to do what He wants us to do.]

A. God enabled Israel to obey the 613 commands of the law (Text: Deuteronomy 31:11-14).

1. God gave every Israelite the ability to obey (11).

a) Could Israel really obey all the commands in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy?  Yes!

b) Did they really have time to go to the temple to offer a sacrifice for every sin?  Yes!

2. God’s Word wasn’t too lofty to understand and obey (12).

3. God’s Word wasn’t too extensive to understand and obey (13).

4. But what does it mean, “the word is very near you” and “the word is… in your mouth and in your heart” (14)?

a) It seems that while they did not have the indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit, God still placed His word in their conscience.

b) There are many things that we know we should do or not do without God having to explicitly tell us about them.

B. Just like Israel, God also gives us everything we need to love and obey Him.

1. SBC students can say it’s impossible to obey all the rules—when to get up, when to turn off the lights, and what to do in between.  Life is so busy!

2. So what did I do to keep my relationship with God fresh while in the busyness of theological study?  I recognized the good gifts I had from God during my studies.

a) As a general rule, I studied all afternoon until dinner and tried to set it aside in the evening to spend time with my wife after she had come home from work.

b) I never studied on Sundays—at least initially.

c) We got ourselves involved in the lives of people.

(1) I started a men’s Bible study group.

(2) We sang in many music groups and Susan directed our church hand bell choir.

(3) We had international students over to our home.

(4) At one point we were involved in 14 ministries where we had a commitment at least weekly.

d) But three years later our first child came along and life got tougher.  Susan quit work to stay home with our baby Kurt and I took on a pastorate to help pay the bills and continue ministering to people.

3. Say with me, “I have all the time I need to do all of God’s will” (repeat).  Do you believe it?

a) God would be unfair to you to expect from you more than you are able.

b) God promises never to give us more than we can bear (1 Cor. 10:13).

(So this first tip on keeping your walk with God fresh in your busy schedule is one of hope and God’s adequacy—it’s possible! You always have what you need to do God’s will.  The next section gives a second pointer to maintain this loving relationship and that’s to…)

II.
Dwell on the benefits of loving God.

[Think about the rewards of obeying Him!]

A. Israel’s love for God had its advantages—and disobeying earned God’s discipline (15-20a).

1. Two destinies were possible for Israel—blessing or discipline (15).

2. Obedience would bring blessing (16).

a) What does it mean to “love the LORD your God” (6,16, 20)?  Notice that it is closely associated with obedience in the following phrases—not feelings!

b) God’s love is not primarily a feeling for us so ours for Him is not predominately feeling-oriented.  Instead, it has more the idea of choice.  God chose us as an expression of his love—so, likewise, we choose Him in response!

c) And God’s further response was to grant them a long life, multiplied kids, and all kinds of blessings—like food, peace, etc. that are further elaborated in chapter 28.

3. But disobedience would bring discipline (17-18).

4. The people should choose blessing over discipline because this would result in love for God (19-20a).

a) What is the significance of calling heaven and earth as witnesses (19)?  Ancient treaties often called on the gods as witnesses to promises made by the ruling king.  But since there really are no such gods, Moses says, in effect, “Let all creation act as witness to what God will do for you when you obey.”

b) Notice what the reward for obedience is in verses 19-20!  It’s a greater capacity to love God, listen to His voice, and hold fast to him!

c) In other words, love for God shown in obedience results in greater love for God.

B. We experience similar benefits of love for God.

1. Are we also blessed “in the land” just as Israel was (16)?  No, we don’t see Christian blessings tied to the land of Israel.  

2. But when we obey God we get blessed in other ways.

a) We experience joy when we love God.

b) We have his peace and the other fruits of the Spirit too.

3. Now is it wrong to dwell on the benefits of loving God?  

a) If it was, then why would God go to such great lengths to explain the benefits here and in the NT?

b) God wants to reward our obedience—so don’t feel guilty about it!

(So to keep your walk with God fresh in your busy schedule, we have seen first that you always have what you need to do God’s will, and second, to dwell on the benefits of loving God.  The last verse gives our final pointer to maintain this loving relationship and that’s to…)

III.
Remember that the LORD is your life!

[The ability to breathe comes from God—so let’s love Him in response!)

A. Everything we have now comes from God—including life itself (20b).

B. Everything we will have in the future will come from God (20c).

C. So how can we not love Him?

Conclusion

1. Love for God comes from remembering God’s adequacy, God’s benefits, and God Himself (MI).

2. Let’s get real practical, though.

a) Here are seven tips on keeping your walk with God fresh.

(1) Remember that love for God is an action more than a feeling (1 Cor. 13:4-7).

(2) Before starting any assignment, ask God to use it to draw you closer to Him.

(3) Don’t tell your grades to anyone besides your spouse.

(4) Tell the Lord that you love Him every day.

(5) Take half-day or full day prayer retreats with a friend.

(6) Use bus time for prayer and Bible reading.

(7) Put people over paper (Jonah challenge).

b) Which one of these will you commit to the Lord now?

3. Prayer

Tips to Keep your Walk with God Fresh

1.
Remember that love for God is an action—not a feeling

2.
Ask God to use every assignment to draw you closer to Him

3.
Don’t tell your grades to anyone except your spouse

4.
Tell the Lord that you love Him every day

5.
Take half-day or full day prayer retreats with a friend

6.
Use bus time for prayer and Bible reading

7.
Put people over paper

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. What is the “what I am commanding you” (11)?  The Mosaic law?  Or the book of Deuteronomy?

2. Does Moses talk about difficulty in obeying or difficulty in understanding (11)?

3. What does it mean, “the word is very near you” (14)?

4. What does it mean, “the word is… in your mouth and in your heart” (14)?

5. Are the choices as clear today between “life and prosperity” versus “death and destruction” (15)?

6. What does it mean to “love the LORD your God” (6,16, 20)?  Notice that it is closely associated with obedience in the following phrases—not feelings!

7. Are we also blessed “in the land” just as Israel was (16)? Where is this supported in the NT?

8. Do the cursings apply to us also (17-18)?  Where is this supported in the NT?

9. What is the significance of calling heaven and earth as witnesses (19)?

10. How do we love God, listen to His voice, and hold fast to him (20)?

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

11. During my first month of theological studies a wise and senior African student asked me, “Do you know how to tell the difference between a first year and a fourth year student?”  

a) I was eager to know the answer since I had already met several men and women who had come to seminary as a second career and were older but only first year students.  

b) “Tell me,” I replied.  

c) He said, “The first year students are all zeal and no knowledge—but the fourth year students are all knowledge and no zeal.”

d) I determined then and there not to let my studies ruin my relationship with God!

12. Later there was a slide show during an SMF chapel.  

a) At one point a slide came up of a student sitting by the campus fountain.  A senior student said under his breath, “Wow, look at that!  A seminary student reading his Bible!  Must be a first year student!”  

b) Everyone in chapel laughed—but I cried inside.  I was a second-year student then, and I thought, “Wow, that hits close to home.  Come to think of it, what ever did happen to those precious times with the Lord that I had last year?  Now it seem that my Greek cards go with me wherever I go and the Bible is opened only for assignments.”

13. What did I do to keep my relationship with God fresh while in the busyness of theological study?

a) As a general rule, I studied all afternoon until dinner and tried to set it aside in the evening to spend time with my wife after she had come home from work.

b) I never studied on Sundays—at least initially.

c) We got ourselves involved in the lives of people.

(1) I started a men’s Bible study group.

(2) We sang in various music groups and Susan directed the church hand bell choir.

(3) We had international students over to our home.

(4) At one point we were involved in 14 ministries where we had a commitment at least weekly.

d) But three years later our first child came along and life got tougher.  Susan quit work to stay home with our baby Kurt and I took on a pastorate to help pay the bills and continue ministering to people.

14. SBC students can say it’s impossible to obey all the rules (vv. 11-14)

15. Did Israelites really have the time to go to the temple to offer a sacrifice for every sin?  Yes!

Possible Applications

16. Remember that love for God is an action more than a feeling (1 Cor. 13:4-7).

17. Before beginning any assignment, pray that God will use it to draw you closer to Him.

18. Don’t tell your grades to anyone except your spouse.

19. Tell the Lord that you love Him every day.

20. Take half-day or full day prayer retreats with a friend.

21. Use bus time for prayer and Bible reading.

22. Put people over paper (Jonah challenge).

Loving the Lord

Deuteronomy 30:11-20

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The way Israel could love the LORD was through remembering the benefits obedience brings and through remembering the LORD as their life.

I.
(11-14) The way Israel could obey the Mosaic Law was through God placing it in their conscience.

A. God gave every Israelite the ability to obey (11).

B. God’s Word wasn’t too lofty to understand and obey (12).

C. God’s Word wasn’t too extensive to understand and obey (13).

D. Rather God gave placed His word in their conscience (14). 

II.
(15-20a) The way Israel could love the LORD was through living in light of the benefits of love and obedience and the judgments of disobedience.

A. Two destinies were possible for Israel—blessing or discipline (15).

B. Obedience would bring blessing (16).

C. Disobedience would bring discipline (17-18).

D. The people should choose blessing over discipline because this will result in love for God (19-20a).

III.
(20b-c) The way Israel could love the LORD was through remembering Him as their life.

A. The reason Israel should love the Lord was because He gave them life itself (20b). 

B. The reason Israel should love the Lord was because He would fulfill His promise to their forefathers to provide land for them (20c).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: During seminary I struggled with keeping my relationship with God fresh.

2. Need: How are you doing in your relationship with the Lord right now?

3. Subject: How can we maintain a loving relationship with God in the midst of a busy schedule?

4. Background: Israel was about to embark on a very busy time of their career.

5. Text and Transition: Three tips on keeping your walk with God fresh can be found in Deuteronomy 31:11-20.

I.
You always have what you need to do God’s will. 

A. God enabled Israel to obey the 613 commands of the law (11-14).

B. God also gives us everything we need to love and obey Him.

II.
Dwell on the benefits of loving God.

A. Israel’s love for God had its advantages—and disobeying earned God’s discipline (15-20a).

B. We experience similar benefits of love for God.

III.
Remember that the LORD is your life!

A. Everything we have now comes from God—including life itself (20b).

B. Everything we will have in the future will come from God (20c).

C. So how can we not love Him?

Conclusion

1. Love for God comes from remembering God’s adequacy, God’s benefits, and God Himself (MI).

2. Here’s seven tips on keeping your walk with God fresh.

Discussion Questions:

