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What's the Theme of the OT?

Write this In
one sentence




YES

v Text-based
v Covers whole OT

v Narrow enough to
be helpful

v Focuses on God as
He is the Subject
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Criteria to Discern the Key OT Theme

NO

v Not from systematics
v Not piecemeal

« “Life” is too general a
theme to help us

v Man is not the subject
of the Bible
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Opinions on the Key OT Theme

A. Redemption of Man




Redemption means
“to release from ransom’




Redemption in
the Media

* People have an
Iinherent sense
that they need

redemption




The Focus of History

Is the Redemption
Provided by Christ




WHAT?
The Centrality of the Cross
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The Centrality of the Cross

(TR

But redemption as the KEY OT Theme has these problems:

(a) It is an external structure imposed on the OT from systematic
theology.

(b) It focuses too much on man rather than God.

(c) Christ is the central person of the Bible, but the OT focuses on Him
as King more than as Savior (the OT rarely notes the salvation of
individuals.)

(d) This view also does not include God's program for angels, those not
redeemed, and creation as a whole, so it is too restrictive.

(e) The view is not traced in the wisdom books (not supported in
Eccles., Prov,, etc.).

(f) It neglects the physical (land) aspects prominent in the OT.
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Opinions on the Key OT Theme

A. Redemption of Man
B. Glory of God




The Glory of God
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The Glory of God

ONE THEME:

the glory of God/
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Opinions on the Key OT Theme

Redemption of Man c. Worship

Glory of God

. Sovereignty of God
. God
Creation Faith

Deuteronomistic
Theology of History

H. Promise (Covenant)
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Types of Unconditional Covenants

Abrahamic

g AR
___Land _Jl Davidic Jll  New

Land Seed Blessing
Physical Political Spiritual

Deut. 30:1-10 2 Sam. 7:12-16 Jer. 31:31-34
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Opinions on the Key OT Theme

Redemption of Man c. Worship
Glory of God . Promise (Covenant)
No Overall Theme

. H

. Sovereignty of God 1.

. God J. Rule of God
< K

Creation Faith

Deuteronomistic
Theology of History

Kingdom & Covenant




The Lord Reigns 1

The Lord reigns, the Lord reigns,
the Lord reigns let the earth rejoice
let the earth rejoice let the earth rejoice

Let the people be glad,

that our God reigns.
(repeat)




The heavens declare His
ThedhteduReégas 2
The people see His glory
For You, O Lord, are exalted
over all the earth

over all the earth.




The LdrA9dighs, MRIEBRIFeigns,

the Lord reigns let the earth rejoice
let the earth rejoice let the earth rejoice
Let the people be glad,

that our God reigns,
our God reigns,
our God reigns,
our God reigns.




God's Creation...Day 6 Animals

"Then God said, 'Let the earth bring
forth living creatures after their kind:
cattle and creeping things and beasts
of the earth after their kind'; and it was
so. God made the beasts of the earth
after their kind, and the cattle after
their kind, and everything that creeps
on the ground after its kind; and God
saw that it was good"” (Gen 1:24-25).




God's Creation...Day 6 M 5s

"Then God said, ‘Let Us
make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness;
and let them rule over the
fish of the sea and over
the birds of the sky and
over the cattle and over all
the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps
on the earth™ (Gen 1:26).




God's Creation...Day 6

"So God created man in
his own image

in the image of God he

created him

male and female he created
them" (Gen 1:27).




and over the birds "And God
of the air blessed them,
and God said

to them, 'Be

fruitful and

and have dominion over multiply, and
the fish of the sea fill the earth
and subdue Iit;

and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth™ (Gen 1:28 NLT).




An All-Encompassing Theme

Genesis 1:26-28 Revelation 22:5

"Then God said, 'Let us make man "There will be no more night.
in our image, in our likeness, and They will not need the light of
let them rule over the fish ... birds a lamp or the light of the sun,
... livestock ... all the earth, and for the Lord God will give
over all the creatures that move them light. And they will reign
along the ground..." God blessed for ever and ever."

them and said to them, 'Be fruitful

and increase in number; fill the

earth and subdue it. Rule over the

fish of the sea and the birds of the

air and over every living creature

that moves on the ground.™

The Bible's Theme: God extends His rule to man
o nucuel | | Covenants It




Kingdom & Covenants Timeline 22

i . Dr. Rick Griffith « BibleStudyDownloads.org
Kingdom Teaching...
Adam rules Satan begins God covenants with Abraham to Israel's failure to Israel rejects Jesus extends Christ subdues Christ rules over
with God rule as god of reestablish man's rule via Israel witness to nations as a Messiah's offer of His kingdom in Israel's enemies everything with
(Gen. 1:26, this world as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. kingdom of priests is kingdom (Matt. mystery form to and nation saints (Eph. 1:9-

28; 2:19) (Gen. 3:15; 12:1-3; Exod. 19:6) judged via exile under 12:41-42; 23:37- the Church believes (Rom. 10; Rev. 20:1-6;
2 Cor. 4:4) foreign rule 39) (Matt. 13) 11:26-27) 22:5b)

Fall of Man

(Gen. 3) Noahic Covenant Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

‘ ISRAEL CHURCH MESSIANIC KINGDOM
Land covena nt (National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15) Millennial Eternal
Full New

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises: Israel judged for rejecting restoration Jerusalem
*Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12) Messiah by dispersion away (Ezek. 37:8-28) (Rev. 21—
*Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration from land for 19 centuries o 22)
*Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2) (ADp 70—-AD 1948) but now world capital

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7) (Isa. 2:1-5)
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DaVidiC Covena nt Christ is Head over His Christ Christ

Church, which is a reigns over : hands
2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises: spiritual temple (Eph. the world kingdom
Sons ("house" never wiped out) 2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16) (Isa.11)  overto
*Kingdom (political dynasty) with saints Father (1
*Throne (right to rule by descendants) (Rev. 5:10; : Cor. 15:24)
*Temple (son to build it) 20:4-6)

New Covenant All'5

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises: aic Law replaced elements
*Forgiveness ] st three elements fulfilled in

sIndwelling Spirit New Covenant national
*New heart, nature, mind 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6) restoration :
Reunification of Israel and Judah (Zech. 8)
*No need for evangelism :I D
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11th Edition

Mosa |C Cove na nt Law abolished, fulfilled, and 20 Jan 2023

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) replaced at t.he o (Ror.n. 7:1-6;
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25) 1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme. Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never
replaces the nation as the "new Israel” (discontinuity). Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.




My View of the OT's Theme

The Old Testament narrates

God's restoring man to participate in His
kingdom rule for His own glory

mandated in Eden but lost in the Fall

and accomplished by redeeming man
through Israel as a kingdom of priests
and ultimately through the Messiah,
who will reign as Savior and King
to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant




My View of the NT's Theme

The New Testament narrates

God's restoring man to participate in His
kingdom rule for His own glory

proclaimed by the Church

that salvation is by grace alone
though faith alone

in Christ alone

who will reign as Saviour and King
to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant
to the glory of God alone




My View of the Bible's Theme *°

The Bible narrates

God's restoring man to participate in His
kingdom rule for His own glory

though Israel bringing forth the Messiah

so that the Church may proclaim
that salvation is in Christ alone
who will reign as Saviour and King
to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant
to the glory of God alone
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