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HEBREWS

Author: We don’t know—possibly Paul, Apollos, or Barnabas.

Themes: Christ is all we need to be reconciled with God. All other meth-
ods for being reconciled with God—including the priests and sacrifices of

the Jewish faith—are obsolete, now that Christ has come.
Key Passages: Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:15, 16; 12:1-3

JAMES

Author: James, brother of Jesus and leader of the early church

Themes: Faith in tough times, the importance of good deeds (especially to
the poor)

Key Passages: James 1:17, 22; 4:7

I PETER
Author: Peter, disciple of Jesus and leader of the early church
Themes: Holiness, submission to authorities, enduring persecution

Key Passages: I Peter 1:15, 16; 2:9; 3:15, 16; 5:7

II PETER

Author: Peter, disciple of Jesus and leader of the early church

Themes: Christian growth, the need to oppose false teachers, the Lord’s
return

Key Passages: 11 Peter 1:20, 21; 3:8, 9

I JOHN
Author: John, disciple of Jesus and leader of the early church

Themes: Exposing false teachers, assurance of salvation
Key Passages: I John 1:5-9; 3:16, 17; 4:10, 19

Il & IIT JOHN

Author: John, disciple of Jesus and leader of the early church

Themes: Exposing false teachers, imitating what is good rather than what
is evil

Key Passages: 11 John 6; III John 11

JUDE

Author: Jude, probably another brother of Jesus
Theme: Perseverance against false teachers

Key Passages: Jude 20, 21, 24, 25
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Readers: The people of the church at Philippi. Philippi was a Roman colony, and
most of its church members were Gentiles.

Situation: Paul was imprisoned, and the Philippians had sent him a gift. Paul writes ;
back to thank and reassure them.

Key Passages: Philippians 1:6; 2:5-11; 4:6, 7

COLOSSIANS

Readers: The people of the church at Colosse. Colosse was a town in what is now
Turkey. Epaphras, an associate of Paul, had started the church there.

Situation: There was a sort of “New Age movement” in the area. Teachers were
promising the fullness of God through praying to angels and following strict rituals.
Paul had to defuse this explosive teaching.

Key Passages: Colossians 1:18-20; 2:8; 3:1, 17

I & II THESSALONIANS

Readers: The people of the church at Thessalonica. Thessalonica was a major city in
northern Greece. Paul had visited there on his second journey (Acts 17:1-9).
Situation: The Thessalonians had a question about believers who died: What happens
to them? In the first letter, Paul tells them of Christ’s return. But they apparently mis-
understood—quitting their jobs and sitting on rooftops, etc.—so Paul urges patience
in the second letter.

Key Passages: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; 5:16-18; II Thessalonians 3:10

I & II TIMOTHY

Reader: Timothy, who had traveled as a missionary with Paul. At the time of these
letters, Timothy was a young pastor in Ephesus.

Situation: Paul was concerned about the doctrine of the church, the behavior of
Christians, and the development of strong church leaders. He also missed having
Timothy around.

Key Passages: 1 Timothy 1:15; 4:12; II Timothy 2:15; 3: 14-17

TITUS

Reader: Titus, who was a Gentile converted through Paul’s ministry. Paul developed
him as a church leader, and installed him as a pastor in Crete.

Situation: Pastoring the church in Crete was a tough assignment for Titus. Paul writes
to encourage and instruct him.

Key Passages: Titus 2:11-14; 3:3-8

PHILEMON

Reader: Philemon, who was a member of the church at Colosse.

Situation: Philemon’s slave, Onesimus, escaped and ran off to Rome, where Paul led
him to Christ. Paul sends Onesimus back with this letter, asking Philemon to forgive
him fully.

Key Passages: Philemon 10-16
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ROMANS
Readers: The people of the church at Rome. Rome was the capital of the Roman
\ Empire. Paul had never been there, but knew many Christians who had moved there.

Situation: The church was made up of both Jews and Gentiles. There were probably
some questions about how Christianity should interact with Jewish traditions.
J Key Passages: Romans 1:16; 3:23, 24; 12:1
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I CORINTHIANS
Readers: The people of the church at Corinth. Corinth was a business center of the

)\ /“\ Roman Empire, and was known for its loose morals and idol worship. Paul had
\ Nk helped to start the church there and stayed for a year and a half (Acts 18:1-11).
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e Situation: The church was facing the problem of divison among its members. The
/ )\“/’_ church members were also being tempted by the immorality of the city around them.
Key Passages: 1 Corinthians 1:31; 6:19, 20; 13:1-3

II CORINTHIANS
Readers: Same as I Corinthians.
e Situation: False teachers had infiltrated the church and were questioning Paul’s

e integrity and authority. Paul wanted to comfort the Corinthians and reassure them
that he was honorable and that his message of life-changing salvation was true.
) Key Passages: 11 Corinthians 1:3, 4; 4:1-7; 12:9
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GALATIANS

Readers: The people of the churches throughout the region of Galatia. We’re not
;\ entirely sure where this was, though it may have been the area Paul visited on his

first missionary journey (Acts 13-14). In any case, these were inland villages, not
major cities on the coast.
Situation: Paul had taught a simple gospel of salvation by faith alone. But other
teachers came after him, claiming that Gentiles had to become Jews in order to be
acceptable.
Key Passages: Galatians 2:20; 3:1-3, 28; 5:22, 23

EPHESIANS

Readers: The people of the church at Ephesus. Ephesus was a major city on the
Aegean coast. It was a center for worship of the pagan goddess Artemis (Diana).
Paul had made it a second home in his travels, staying there three years.
Situation: The church was in pretty good shape, needing only a “brush up” on the
basics of Christian faith and life.

Key Passages: Ephesians 2:8, 9; 3:20, 21; 5:19, 20




