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Syllabus

I. Course Description

A survey of the message of each of the 27 New Testament books, their relationships to each other,
introductory issues (author, date, occasion, uniqueness, etc.), and factors in the first century (e.g.,
chronology and history) that influenced the life and ministry of the early church as well as affect the
mission of the church today.

This course will follow a blended learning approach. This means that we will survey the NT by two
simultaneous means of instruction: (1) face-to-face classroom learning via the instructor supplemented
by outside reading, as well as (2) web-based individual learning via three websites:
() All course PowerPoint and notes can be downloaded at http://www biblestudydownloads.com.
This site also has the entire PPT in Chinese and Bahasa Indonesia with portions in other languages.
(b) The web-based version of the entire course is at Internet Biblical Seminary under “Advanced
Studies in the NT” at www internetseminary.org. Students can pay about US$20 via credit card for
this option instead of paying S$55.30 at the SBC Book Centre for the course text.
(c) Online quizzes and the final exam are at https://www sbe.edu.sg/moodle/login/index.php. If this
SBC moodle site says cookies are not enabled, then enable your cookies under “Options.” If it still
does not work, try https:/www .sbc.edu.sg/moodle. Online discussions are optional.

To get to the SBC website, log on with your normal SBC username and password (or the password sent
to you by SBC IT), and then click on the NT Survey course. Read announcements that I have posted,
and then take your quiz for that week. For tech issues (e.g., getting online), contact Joshua Tew in the
IT department at joshua@sbc.edu.sg (ext. 1509 or HP 91376504). He notes, “Based on recent
experience, turning off Norton anti-virus is not effective. Somehow Norton still has some residual
effect after it has been turned off. You will need to turn off ‘automatic start up of Norton Antivirus
during System Startup’ through the Norton Antivirus Options window. After doing that, restart your
computer and you should be able to access the Quiz after that. You may want to consider Avast
antivirus which is free for home use and we have had much better experience with it than Norton.”

II. Course Objectives
By the end of this part of the course the student will be able to...

A. State the author, date, origin, recipients, occasion, characteristics, argument, and relevance of each
NT book.

B. Place the NT books in chronological order in conjunction with the Book of Acts, Roman history,
and Jewish history.

C. Teach the basic content of the course in English and/or prepare for this in one’s native language.
D. Know from experience the value of Internet learning so you will know how to learn via the net.

III. Course Requirements

A. Readings (25%): Please stay up on your readings. On each online quiz, you will report if you did
your reading since the last quiz. This includes the reading for the day of the quiz. Your reading
assignment depends on whether you take the course for certificate (CCTE) or degree credit:

1. CCTE: Evening certificate students read the course notes before each session and then take a
different online quiz from degree students (denoted by letter, not number).

2. Degree (BCM, MA, MDiv, GDCS): Degree students must choose one of two options:

2. IBS Course: This course at Internet Biblical Seminary (www internetseminary.org) is
called “Advanced Studies in the NT” (NT-302). Sign up under the SBC group. The
content is the same as our class, but the IBS course has more detail, interactive questions,
and self-check questions. Complete all 16 lessons, including the reading, interactive
questions, Life Notebook, and Self Checks (closed book, Bible, & notes but grades not
counted). This IBS content covers about half of my 894 pages of class notes, but we can
cover only about 25% of the notes in class, so this option can help you go deeper into
each book. Grades for the four online Unit Exams do not count for your course grade,
but you may take these unit exams to practice for your Moodle quizzes andlor final exam.
Those taking the IBS option automatically have their Life Notebook as their project.
Your project grade is based on your Life Notebook but report your reading progress on
each SBC Moodle site quiz (see below). To enroll at internetseminary.org, signupasa
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user under SBC, then go to Students > Shop > Course Catalog and select “Advanced
Studies in the NT” (NT-302). Skip the pdf version and the online facilitated version, and
in the “Class ID 302” option click on “add to cart” then “continue to checkout.” Once it
shows your transaction status as “SUCCESS,” you are enrolled. Assure that your
browser allows popup windows allowed, then go to Learn > Enter My Classes. Click on
the Enter Classroom icon in the right ACTION column. Finally, download the NTS IBS
Life Notebook Questions.doc from my website NT Survey link at the top of the page at
http://biblestudydownloads.com/NT Survey/NT Survey.html. Paste this into your
online Life Notebook so you need not type in all the questions.

b. Textbook: Elwell and Yarbrough’s Encountering the New Testament (B aker, 1998, 2005,
2013). If you choose this option, you will read the entire book, so please buy your own
copy. Advantages of this option are the ability to read without needing Internet access, as
well as getting a different opinion than that taught in class. However, the textbook does
not offer an interactive approach with practice study questions to prepare for the graded
quizzes and final exam. It also covers the same content with less depth than the IBS site.
Students reading the text also must complete a more difficult course project (see below).

IBS ADVANTAGES:

 Consistency with Class: Since the IBS author and course professor are the same (=me),

, they don't contradict each other ’

» More comprehensive: Greater depth into each NT book as it covers about 500 pages of
our 1000 pages of NT course notes

s Supports Views: I support a perspective on controversial matters instead of just listing
views like ENT on many subjects :

o Interactive: IBS includes online self-check quizzes, flash player clips, audio, etc.

o Variety: You probably only read books and articles in other courses, so this can be a
different and refreshing change

« Cheaper: Free now instead of the normal S$38 while ENT costs about S$40-50

s No Course Project: The Life Notebook applies the courses as your project

ENT ADVANTAGES:

« Other viewpoints: The authors give different outlines and emphases than the class/IBS

o Convenience: No wireless access is needed as the textbook can be read anywhere

« Readability: IBS doesn't support iPad very well yet (I don't think!)

« More NT backgrounds: ENT chapter 2 on history, sects, etc. will be distributed to ALL
students later, as it is on the final exam

o Shorter: Less reading than IBS (except on Acts) to give time for the project (so less
pages to review for quizzes)

» Project: This is required for those who want to do translation, teaching, or writing

B. Quizzes (25%) for degree students are the same whether you do the IBS course or read the
Encountering the NT textbook (but CCTE students have different quizzes). Quizzes must be taken
before the class period for which they are assigned. Half of the quiz grade will ask if you
completed the readings since the last quiz (50 points per quiz) and half will generally comprise five
questions (10 points each or 50 points total). There are no makeup quizzes. I will put the quizzes
on the Moodle site (see page 1) one week before they are due—NOT on the IBS site (do NOT take
the IBS exams instead of taking the Moodle quizzes!). No quiz will be allowed after the respective
class period begins as the website will lock out further access to this quiz. You should take this
quiz by yourself (closed book, closed Bible, closed notes, opened mind). Also, do not wait until
just before the quiz closes, as the server cannot handle everyone taking it at the same time.

Further, when taking the quizzes or the final exam, do not let the timer go all the way down to
zero. This will delete all of your answers! Instead, click the “submit my answers” button before
the time limit so that your answers will be recorded on the database. Finally, do not discuss
quizzes with other students as they may not have taken them yet. For IBS students, their Self-
Checks will serve as a form of review and self-assessment, so make take them as closed book,
closed "notes." This means you shouldn't be peeking at the other parts of the online lesson as you
can do on the normal lesson study questions while you read the interactive lesson. However, these
grades will not be recorded and will not count as part of your Life Notebook project grade. Grades
are based on the following percentages: 0-59 (F), 60-69 (D), 70-79 (C), 80-89 (B), and 90-100 (A).

C. Project (25%) requirements apply only for degree students. Choose one of five options:

1. Translate NTS PPT into your native tongue in 50-70 NT slides (BCM) or 70-100 NT
slides for grad students (MDiv/IMABS/MACE/MAIS/MAC/ GDIS/GDCS) of the course
PPT (OT allowed too). At http:/biblestudydownloads.com/NT Survey/NT_Survey.html
you can download the files in English (50-70 slides for BCM or 70-100 slides for grad
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students). After the course I will upload the newly translated presentations for all to use.
For more instructions, please download and read the TBB_Translation_Instructions.doc
file at the TBB link below. Your grade sheet is on page 9a.

Translate TBB for 1 (BCM) or 2 (MDiv/IMABS/MACE/MAIS/MAC/GDIS/GDCS) “The
Bible...Basically” PPT presentations or Word scripts. We need help in Ao, Bisaya,
Burmese, Dutch, French, Hindi, Japanese, Khmer, Kiswahili, Lotha, Malayalam, Mao,
Mizo, Nepali, Sinhala, Sumi, Tagalog, Tamil, Tangkhul, Tenyidie, Thai, Vaiphei, and
Vietnamese. These should total 50-70 slides (BCM) or 70-100 slides for graduate students.
At http://biblestudydownloads.com/The Bible.. Basically/The Bible...Basically.html will
find the English TBB materials. Please download the TBB_Translation_Instructions.doc
file at this link and read it. Other languages can be downloaded at this site too. As in the
project above, I will grade you based on page 9a and then upload the newly translated
presentations for all to use.

Teach at least 4 NT books in at least 4 sessions (BCM) or at least 6 NT books in at least 6
sessions (SOC/MDiv/MABS/MACE/GDCS) to a group of 5+ people (preferably to the
same adults, teens or children, though the kids should be taught the primary 3 version of
the course on the NTS website link). Sessions should be about an hour and can be
combined into three 2-hour segments, a day seminar, etc. You may use or edit the PPT
already designed for this course, or you may make your own. You are not required to
develop more materials, but obviously those who work hard in this area tend to get better
grades on the assignment and I would love to have what you may develop to upload for
others to use in the future. Teaching can be via the pulpit, home Bible study, cell group,
Sunday school class, etc. Alternatively, grad students may teach TBB sessions 1
(Overview), 2 (Map), 3E (Silence), 3F (Jesus), 6 (Open Bible), and 8 (NT) in “The
Bible...Basically” seminar (see #2 above). BCM students may omit sessions 2 (Map) and
3E (Silence). Have your students fill in the page 9.1 (not 9.2!) evaluation on the last class
session, but you should also submit to me with these a 2-page report that explains what you
did, what you learned, who you taught, etc. You may teach in another language but please
translate all student evaluation forms for me before submitting them. I will then grade you
with the Teacher Report Grade Sheet (p. 9.2), so make sure you fulfill its requirements.
Completing teaching by the due date may be difficult to fit into an existing small group
calendar, so there is flexibility here as long as you finish teaching by finals week.

The Life Notebook is the project for students completing the IBS course (see the page 9b
grade sheet). It is an online journal that answers thoughtful, application-oriented questions
as opposed to content-based questions that are covered in the interactive IBS format. In
total, the student will write over 20 pages. You may want to download and use the NTS
IBS Life Notebook Questions.docx file at the top of the NTS link under “Class Notes.”

A Research Paper on the student’s chosen NT theme (but approved by the professor) must
be 6-8 double-spaced pages and written according to Turabian and SBC Writing Standards.
Use footnoting, not endnotes. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and your own written work

. from previous papers should be cited as such. The page count does not include a title page,
table of contents, and bibliography of 6-8 sources. It will be graded based on page 9d and
should follow the guidelines of pages 9e-f. The topic must be broad enough to encompass
at least eight NT books, such as the glory of God, redemption, the new covenant,
salutations in Paul’s epistles, prayer, worship, geography, some aspect of NT backgrounds
that helps us understand Scripture, etc. Pick a theme in the first two weeks of the course
and write on it in such as way that will show your understanding of the broad scope of NT
theology and NT books.

D. Online Final Exam (25%) covers only the course notes. It has multiple choice, matching, and
ordering questions. This is a timed online Moodle exam with up to two hours to complete. It must
be finished before midnight on the last night of the Final Exam period, so you must start it before 9
PM as the exam ends after 11 PM. Once you start the exam, you cannot view another page on the
‘website or leave the exam or else you will not be able to re-access the exam. You may NOT refer
to your Bible or other resources during this exam. Study for it with the study sheets (pp. 382-83).

Course Grading Percentages for Each Level

smamse s e 0 Degiee.
Reading NTS Class Notes (CCTE only) - 50% -
Reading ENT or Online 1BS Course 25% - -
Project (translation/teaching/IBS Life Notebook/paper) 25% - -
Online Moodle Quizzes 25% 50% -
Online Moodle Final Exam 25% - -
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1V. Course Bibliography

* Books with an asterisk are on reserve in the library.
+ Books with a cross as well indicate required readings.

" Achtemeier, Paul J., with Joel B. Green and Marianne Meye Thompson. Introducing the New
Testament: Its Literature and Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. 544 pp. hb. US$22.50
CBD.

Emphasizes the literary features of the NT in an easy yet thorough manner.

“AD.” 12-hour film produced by Vincenzo LaBella. Edited to 6 hours by Gospel Films, Inc. (PO Box
455; Muskegon, Michigan 49443-0455) available from Visionvideo.com and Christian Book
Distributors (www .christianbook.com) for US$20 (9-hour version for US $70).

Religious life was complex when Paul wrote his epistles. Probably the most extreme differences
were between Roman religion and Judaism (and those Jews who had embraced Christ as
Messiah). The conflicts are well portrayed in this production that cost US$30 million to film on
location in Tunisia, Pompeii, Herculeneum, and Rome. It was televised in the USA in 1984-85.
We normally see the last hour when we study 1 Timothy & 1 Peter.

Bailey, Mark, and Constable, Tom. Nelson's New Testament Survey: Discovering the Essence,
Background & Meaning About Every New Testament Book. Eds. Charles R. Swindoll and Roy B.
Zuck. Nashville: Nelson, 2003. 704 pp. hb. US$37.80 .

A readable yet scholarly treatment that exposits every passage in the NT. Sidebars and inserts
offer other valuable reference material such as lists of the parables of Jesus, the miracles of Jesus,
and key theological principles. Constable is Chairmen of the Bible Department and Bailey the
President of Dallas Seminary.

BAGD: Bauer, Walter. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Literature. Sthed., 1957. Translated by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich. Revised
and augmented by F. Wilbur Gingrich and Frederick W. Danker, 2d ed. Chicago: Univ. of
Chicago, 1979.

The standard Greek lexicon, also known as “BADG” in the more recent editions; includes the
most up-to-date archaeological findings to determine the meanings of Greek words.

*Beitzel, Barry J. The New Moody Atlas of Bible Lands. 2™ ed. Chicago: Moody, 2009. xii+304 pp.
SBC Book Centre for S$71.65 (with student discount).

This major revision of The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands (1986) retains the strengths of being
evangelical, excellent in both physical geography and historical geography with maps superior to
The NIV Atlas below, and maps nicely tied in with the text. It also improves on it with many
color photographs, 23 new maps, 48 pages of added commentary, plus Scripture and General
Indexes. These maps appear in the NLT, ESV, and NIV Study Bibles. However, the revised
edition still retains two weaknesses of the first edition: no regional maps and few Scripture
references on the maps (though cited in supporting material). Beitzel teaches OT at Trinity
International Univ. (TEDS) in Deerfield, IL. )

*Benware, Paul N. Survey of the New Testament. 2" ed. Everyman’s Bible Commentary. Chicago:
Moody, 2001. 352 pp.
A popular, concise, clear, conservative work by a professor of Bible and theology at Moody Bible
Institute; helpful historical and religious background to the NT (23 pp .) and brief presentations of
NT books around the New Covenant theme. Contains many helpful charts and maps. This book
is recommended over the others below, as it is inexpensive and brief, yet accurate and relevant.

Berding, Kenneth, and Williams, Matt, eds. What the New Testament Authors Really Cared About.
Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2008. 240 pp. US$20.00 pb.

This short compilation by fifteen evangelical authors organizes the NT by biblical author and
reviews each NT book. It has many color pictures and a helpful “Key Words for Review” section
concluding every NT book. Each chapter begins with a helpful summary page of the “Who?
Why? When? And Where?” of that book, and also explains its theology; however, it has no book
charts, few outlines or the argument for any of the books, and only two maps. The editors teach
NT at Biola University in La Mirada, CA.

*Carson, D. A.; Moo, Douglas J.; and Morris, Leon. An Introduction to the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: Apollos (Zondervan), 1992. 537 pp. SBC Call #225.6 CAR
Much deeper than Benware or Wilkinson and Boa. Investigates each NT book’s authorship, date,
sources, purposes, destination, etc.; avoids excessive details about literary forms, rhetorical
criticism, and historical parallels; includes chapters on the synoptic problem, the man and letters
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of Paul, and NT canon; helpful and extensive name, subject, and Scripture indexes; full
bibliography for each biblical book.

Cheney, Johnston M. The Life of Christ in Stereo: The Four Gospels Combined as One. Edited by
Stanley A. Ellisen. 2d ed. Portland: Western Baptist Seminary, 1971. 275 pp. pb.
A harmony of the gospels (the four accounts in one continuous chronological narrative).
Advocates a 4.5 year ministry for Christ and six denials for Peter.

+*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W. Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and
Theological Survey. 3d ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998, 2005,2013. 430 pp. S$50.30 hb.
with CD at the SBC Book Centre (includes student discount).
The nicest layout of NT surveys in its color and CD with more pictures, quizzes, etc. However, it
tries to do too much by covering background and survey in a single volume with neither treated in
enough detail, though it is good at a popular level. However, one can still use the companion
volume, Readings from the First-Century World (see below). The second edition adds more
footnotes and a subject index but is mostly the same, and the third edition eliminates 16 pages
though it chops half of chapter 1, expands other sections, and deletes still others. The goal is to
be broadly evangelical. This book is also translated into Chinese, Spanish, Dutch and German.

* ., eds. Readings from the First-Century World: Primary Sources for New Testament
Study. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998. 223 pp. US$20.00 pb. '
The companion to Encountering the New Testament. Ancient writings from AD 30-600
illuminate the NT and are arranged in canonical order. Includes Scripture, subject, and readings
indices. This is a required text for my World of the NT course.

*Fee, Gordon D., and Stuart, Douglas. How fo Read the Bible for All Its Worth. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1982; London: Scripture Union, 1983.
Excellent insights on the types of scriptural literature. Not a detailed work on each book.

Geisler, Norman L. A Popular Survey of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007. 352 pp. bb.
US$13 CBD.

Includes many color photos, charts, and maps in discussing each NT book and the NT context
such as authorship and audience, Gnosticism, slavery, and historical reliability. Geisler has
authored, edited, or co-authored more than sixty books and is an evangelical apologist. In 2009,
Geisler co-founded Veritas Evangelical Seminary in Murrieta, California. He now serves as
Chancellor, distinguished Professor of Apologetics and Theology and occupant of the Norman L.
Geisler Chair of Christian Apologetics. :

*Gospel Light Pub. Reproducible Maps, Charts, Timelines & Illustrations. Originally The Bible
Visual Resource Book: For Do-It-Yourself Scholars. Ventura, CA: Gospel Light, 1989. 287
pp- pb.

Great line drawings for classroom use. Written by Keith Kaynor (?—his name is not mentioned).

_ Griffith, Rick. Reference Books and Commentaries You Should Buy. 31d ed. Singapore: by the author,
2000. 68 pp. $$5.00 in the SBC Book Centre (what a bargain!).
‘What I think are the best 5-12 commentaries on each book of the Bible and the best reference
books to buy (500+ books surveyed). Helps sift through many study aids to save you money.

Gundry, Robert H. A Survey of the New Testament. 4% Edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 542
pp. bb. US$31 CBD.

Chapters begin with list, of study goals and end with summary, overview and of people, places,
terms to remember, and review questions; illustrative quotes from ancient, nonbiblical literature;
this fourth edition has four-color format with more photos and improved maps; Gundry (PhD,
Manchester) is a scholar-in-residence and professor emeritus of New Testament and Greek at
Westmont College in Santa Barbara, California. His commentary on Matthew caused quite a stir
by claiming that Jesus taught much from Jewish Midrash literature.

*Guthrie, Donald. New Testament Introduction. 4th ed. Downers Grove: IVP, 1961, 1964, 1970, 1990.

1161 pp. ,
A British conservative’s rebuttal to liberal arguments against inerrancy, NT authorship, etc. Not
light reading and a bibliography of over 100 pages!

*Hall, Terry. Bible Panorama. Wheaton: SP Pub., Victor, 1983 (unfortunately out of print).
Many excellent diagrams, charts, maps, etc. for the whole Bible; used in these notes.

Harrison, Everett F. A Short Life of Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968. 288 pp.
A brief, conservative commentary on Christ’s life.
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. Introduction to the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964.
A detailed exposition of each NT book and its background.

*Hiebert, D. Edmond. An Introduction to the New Testament. 3 vols. Rev. ed. Chicago: Moody, vol. 1:
1975 (298 pp.), vol. 2: 1954, 1977 (381 pp.), and vol. 3: 1962, 1977 (294 pp.).
Conservative, technical work answering liberal arguments aimed at NT books, but more readable
than Guthrie. Hiebert lectures at the Fresno Pacific Biblical Seminary in Fresno, CA.

Hoehner, Harold W. “A Chronological Table of the Apostolic Age.” Th.D. Dissertation, Dallas
Theological Seminary, 1964, rev. 1972.
Provides very exact dates for NT events backed by scholarly research. His chronology is
followed in this course with minor variations. See pages 39-41 in these notes.

. Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ. Grand Rapids: ‘Zondervan, 1977.
Dates Christ’s birth (4 BC), ministry (AD 29-33), and crucifixion (AD 33). His conclusions are
summarized in these notes on the handout “Chronology of the Life of Christ” on page 56.

*House, H. Wayne. Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1984.
Provides 19 NT studies overhead transparencies. Many are used in this course.

*Huddleston, Barry. The Acrostic Summarized Bible. Atlanta: Walk Thru The Bible Press, and
Nashville: Nelson, 1978; reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. $5 in the SBC Book Centre.
Creative cartoons used in this course and acrostic memory aids for each book of the Bible.

*Jensen, Irving L. Jensen’s Survey of the New Testament. Chicago: Moody, 1981. 535 pp.
A beginner’s guide in how to study the NT books. Contains many helpful charts.

*Niswonger, Richard L. New Testament History. Grand Rapids: Academie, Zondervan, 1988. 332

PP.
A history of Israel from the Greek era (332 BC) to the end of the first century. Chronologically
addresses Roman, Jewish, and pagan issues and their influence upon Jesus and the early church.

Pentecost, J. Dwight. A Harmony of the Words and Works of Jesus Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1981. 183 pp. pb.
A companion work to the book below placing the gospel accounts in parallel columns.

. The Words and Works of Jesus Christ: A Study of the Life of Christ. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1981. 629 pp. hb.
A commentary on the gospel accounts from a dispensational perspective.

Philips, John. Exploring the New Testament Book by Book: An Expository Survey. Grand Rapids:
Kregel Academic & Professional, 2009. 336 pp. hb. US$17 CBD.
Emphasizes the big picture of the NT in its message and meaning by a respected Bible teacher.
Phillips served at Moody Bible Institute for many years and is now retired. .

*Tenney, Merrill C. New Testament Survey. 3* ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985. 473 pp.
US$22.50 CBD.
An easy to read, popular summary of NT history and the writing of the NT books. His social,
political, economic, and religious background to the NT is quite valuable.

Vanhoozer, Kevin J. Theological Interpretation of the New Testament: A Book-by-Book Survey.
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. 256 pp. hb. US$20 (CBD US$14)
Includes a history of interpretation and major theological ideas for each NT book with articles by
respected NT scholars. Vanhoozer specializes in NT interpretation.

Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., eds. The Bible Knowledge Commentary. Vol.2: New
Testament Edition. Wheaton: SP Pub., Victor, 1983. Abbreviated “BKC.” 991 pp. hb.

The best single volume commentary on the NT (my opinion). Volume 1 is an excellent OT
commentary. Authored by present or former faculty at Dallas Theological Seminary. Provides
the most help on difficult passages (in contrast to many other commentaries which avoid
controversial texts). Is theologically consistent (dispensational) throughout. This 2-volume set is
also available in Chinese, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Korean, Russian, and Spanish with
portions in Hindi, Thai, and Sinhalese.

*Wilkinson, Bruce, and Boa, Kenneth. Talk Thru the Bible. Nashville: Nelson, 1983. 522 pp.
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Very helpful charts and maps. A very practical guide to the whole Bible by book and from a
dispensational perspective. Highly recommended! Note: Although photocopied Walk Thru
materials used in this course may say “do not reproduce,” approval to duplicate them has been
granted as they are not for profit and clearly identified as Walk Thru materials.

Zuck, Roy B.; and Bock, Darrell L., eds. A Biblical Theology of the New Testament. Chicago: Moody,
1994. 487 pp. US$25.00 hb.
An easy-to-read, synthesis of the theology of each NT writer from an evangelical, premillennial
perspective. Contributors are all faculty members of Dallas Theological Seminary but interact
with many past and present perspectives other than their own.

Y. Other Matters

A. Contacting Me: You can contact me at SBC by box L19 or by phone (6559-1513). Also, my
home is at 2-302 on the SBC campus, mobile is 9113-7090, and email griffith@sbc.edu.sg. My
office hours when I can talk are from 11:00-1:00 on Tuesday and Friday and afternoons on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Let’s have lunch too!

B. Copying Class Notes: Allowed when you give credit where credit is due (unless it makes you
rich). You may also copy all course PPT and translate them into other languages.

C. Course Design: A survey of the New Testament can be studied at least four different ways:

1. Sequence (Scriptural or Canonical) is used by Jensen, Guthrie, Wilkinson & Boa. This way
studies the books in the order they appear in the New Testament. Page 21 illustrates this.

2. Author (Biographical) is used by Hiebert (vols. 1, 3) and Berding/Williams. This method
addresses all writings by Paul together, then by Luke, by John, by Peter, and by others with
only one book (Matthew, Mark, James, Jude, Hebrews). Page 13 provides this methodology.

3. Content (Theological) is used by Hiebert (vol. 2). Page 23 illustrates how this is done.

4. Time (Chronological) is used by Tenney. We will follow this method after studying the
gospels and Acts to see the books in their historical context. Page 38 is our outline for this
course.

VI. Course Load
A. The expected study time for this course is 2 hours for each of 28 sessions = 56 hours
B. Encountering the NT = 300 pages

C. The study breakdown for the class for graduate students should be approximately:
s Readings (300 pp. x 3 min./pp. = 15 hours) or IBS course study (15 hours)
¢  Quiz study & actual quiz time (5 quizzes x 1 hr/each =5 hrs.) ‘
»  Project: Translation or teaching (15 hours) or IBS course study (15 hours)

*  Final Exam study (5 hours)

VIIL. Internet Advantages: Why will we all take online tests—and some of us take the IBS course? -

A. Interest: My prayer is that you will have more fun learning through the website than from a
book-alone approach.

B. Better Learning: Interactive website learning should help you retain the information more than
simply reading a textbook. .

C. Bquipping Others: I'm convinced that most learning will be via the net within 10-20 years, so
being early adopters can help us better train others with this medium in the near future. We must
not fear this tool that can so greatly enhance our ministries.

D. Saves Time: Taking our quizzes and exams online will save us class time that otherwise would
be devoted to taking, grading, and collecting paper. You also will have immediate feedback to
your quiz and then can discuss questions in class.
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VIII. Course Schedule for degree students in BCM, MA, GDCS, MDiv & SOC

Note that all readings are due before class and that quizzes cover material for the day of class up to the previous quiz.

4 eb MDiv or

Acts (covered 23 Jan for GDCS)

Chinese New. Year Break (GDCS

ession” 7 Date (T/Th). 7 Class Content . Assignments o ,
1 7Jan MDiv or | UnitI: The Klngdom Is Introduced Read this syllabus and the onhne
9 Jan GDCS ‘Syllabus, NT Overview, introduction to the course
Synoptic Gospels
2 14 Jan MDiv or | Matthew, Luke Encountering NT, Chapters 4 & 6 or
16 Jan GDCS Online Lessons 1 & 3
Sign up in class on options & project
3 21 Jan MDiv or | Mark, John Encountering NT, Chapters 5 & 7 or
23 Jan GDCS | Acts (GDCS only as 30 Jan is CNY) Online Lessons 2 & 4 _
Online Quiz 1 by midnight before class
4 28 Jan MDiv Unit 2: The Kingdom Is Expanded Encountering NT, Chapters 14-16 or

Online Lesson 5

o'class’but do session 4 assignm

13 Mar GDCS

1 & 2 Peter

U nit 4: The ingdom Is Victorious

5 James, Galatians Encountering NT, 19-35, 353-358
6 Feb GDCS 1 & 2 Thessalonians Encountering NT, 253- 271 327-334 or
Online Lessons 6-7
~ Bring $20 for volume 2 notes
6 11 Feb MDiv or| 1 & 2 Corinthians Encountering NT, Chapter 19 or
13 Feb GDCS Online Lesson 8
Online Quiz 2 by midnight before class
7 18-Feb MDiv or| Unit 3: The Kingdom Is Tested Encountering NT, Chapter 18 or
20 Feb GDCS | Romans Online Lesson 9
8 25 Feb MDiv or| Ephesians, Colossians Encountering NT, Chapter 20 or
27 Feb GDCS Online Lesson 10
9 4 Mar MDiv or | Philemon, Philippians Encountering NT, Chapter 2 or
6 Mar GDCS Online Lesson 11
Online Quiz 3 by midnight before class
10 11 Mar MDiv or{ “AD” video on setting of AD 60s Translation, Teaching & Research Paper

Projects Due
Encountering NT, 361-366 or
Online Lesson 12 :

EncountermNT 334-344 or

" No class

28-30 Apr

Take t e Final Exam onhne between N
Monday 28 Aprto Wed 30 Apr (10 PM)

11 MDiv or

27 Mar GDCS | 1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy Online Lesson 14

Online Quiz 4 by midnight before class

12 1 Apr MDiv or | Hebrews, Jude Encountering NT, 347-353, 370-374 or

3 Apr GDCS Online Lesson 13
13 8 Apr MDiv or | 1-3 John Encountering NT, 366-370 or

10 Apr GDCS Online Lesson 15
14 15 Apr MDiv or| Revelation IBS Life Notebooks Due

17 Apr GDCS | Encountering NT, 375-385 or

Online Lesson 16
Online Quiz 5 by midnight before class

No class or assignments

eview the Study Tips for the Online Final
Exam (notes, 508-9)
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CCTE Course Schedule

12 sessions taught for credit in evening school studies

Please use your SBC username and password to take your online quiz before midnight each Wednesday at

https://www .sbc.edu.sg/mo
questions cover only the un
25 are optional, but please fill in the
these quizzes are closed book, close

Session Date (Th) Topic
1 17 July Syllabus, Overview
2 24 July Matthew
Luke
3 31 July Mark
John
4 7 Aug Acts
5 14 Aug James
Galatians
6 21 Aug 1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians
1 Corinthians

odle/login/index.php. While you should read more than you are quizzed on, quiz

derlined pages of the notes on one NT book read for that night (10 questions). Pages 22-
se charts to review for the quizzes. Note that there are no G & J quizzes. Finally,
d Bible on the honour system administered by the Holy Spirit. Be honest!

Class Notes to Read  Book for Quiz
4-10, 38,49, 52 No quiz

67-81 total pp. tonight: Matthew (QUiZ A)
93-106

82-89f Mark (Quiz B)
107-116 22

120-131 Acts (Quiz C)

134-134c, 137-142 22

267-273,273p-274b
38,167-174 23

139,203-210b
211-216
156-158, skim 159-159z 20

Galatians (Quiz D)
1 Thess. (Quiz E)

7 18 Sep
8 25 Sep
9 2 Oct
10 9 Oct
11 16 Oct
12 23 Oct

2 Corinthians
Romans

Ephesians
Colossians
Philemon
Philippians

1 Peter
2 Peter

1 Timothy
Titus
2 Timothy

Hebrews
Jude

1 John
2 John
3 John
Revelation

140, 162-166¢
145-154,155¢c-155d 36

175-180
187-193,201-2
245-253

181-186a 34

275-280a
284-289 23

217-222,222a-i
241-244h
237-240 31

254-266d
310-317b 31

290-296

297-301

305-309

318-26,337
340-48.371-73 39

No quiz

Ephesians (Quiz F)
(Skip Quiz G)

1 Peter (Quiz H)

1 Timothy (Quiz I)
(Skip Quiz J)

Hebrews (Quiz K)

Revelation (Quiz L)

Optional: 397-400,
421-24, 439, 442-45
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SINGAPORE BIBLE COLLEGE

“NT SURVEY” OR “THE BIBLE...BASICALLY”
COURSE EVALUATION

(for SBC students to have their students complete on the last day of class)

YOUR NAME (OPTIONAL): . ..oiviviiiiiiieneeee e CLASS SIZE: .........

KEY: SD = Strongly Disagree; D = Disagree; U = Uncertain; A = Agree; SA — Strongly Agree.

SOD|{ D | U | A |SA

The course objectives were clearly explained.

The course objectives were achieved.

The teacher was well prepared for each class.

The course material was effectively presented.

The teacher gave me some resources for further learning.

The teacher responded well to students’ questions.

The teacher encouraged students to think for themselves and to express
their ideas.

The teacher was accessible to students outside classes.

TOTAL

COMMENTS:

1. In what ways did you find this course helpful for your personal spiritual growth?

2. In what ways did this course help you better serve Christ?

3. How can this course be improved for future students?

4. Further comments:
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Teaching Report Grade Sheet

Student | Mailbox Date
Presentation Taught Language

For students teaching either the NT Survey or “The Bible...Basically” seminar, this page assesses mostly the
content of your report (70% of the grade). The Format grade (the other 30%) addresses English grammar,
clarity of writing and presentation, etc.

1 2 - 3 4 5
Poor Minimal Average Good Excellent

Introduction
Class (whom did you teach and in what language?) O O O O O
Scope (what did you teach in each session?) a a a a a
Procedure (how did you conduct the sessions?) 0 ] O O O
Body
Specifics given rather than general observations 0 a a a a
Challenges faced in teaching addressed adequately O a a a a
Improvements suggested in content O O O O O
Application
Action Points given to improve next time teaching O a a a O
Personal and transparent (self critical is good) O O O O O
Conclusion _
Main points or lessons reviewed and/or restated O O O O O
Length (2-4 single-spaced pp., w/o unnecessary info.) O O O O O
Miscellaneous
Handouts (student’s own material included) O O O O O
Creativity (pictures of class, video clips, quizzes) a a a a O
Course Evaluations included & responses totaled a a a a a
Form .
Format (typed, title page, length, pages numbered) O O O O O
Submitted in printed form (not emailed to professor) O a a a O
Spelling and typos fixed, punctuation good, 12 pt. font O a a a a
Grammar (agreement of subject/verb and tenses) o - O O O O
Footnotes (not endnotes, if used; biblio. of resources) O O O O O
Arranged logically (not a collection of thoughts) O O O O O
Summary
Number of ticks per column
Multiplied by point values of the column x1 x2 x3 x4 x5
Equals the total point value for each column
Net points minus 3 points per day late ( points) for Teaching Report grade: %

Comments: Revised 3 July 2012
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PowerPoint Translation Grade Sheet

Student ‘ Mailbox
Bible Book or Presentation Translateg

1

2

Language

3

4

5

Poor Minimal Average Good Excellent

Translation
Overall content translated accurately O
No English on any slide (design new memory aids) 0

--For example, replace “A Judge Must Judge” or “ARC” with a mnemonic in your language

Fonts
Notes page # in Arial bold 24 point upper right screen
Generic fonts or popular language fonts (e.g, unicode)

Sans-serif fonts used that lack “feet” (e.g., Arial)

Text

Text does not overlap other text, image, or page edge O

Text shadow not seen prior to animation appears O

Text did not need to be enlarged (should fill the slide) O

Text has good contrast with background O
O
O

Ooono

Text fits text boxes correctly with extra space on sides
Text box colors match surroundings w/o perimeter lines

Images

Images do not overlap text or edge of page
Embedded text in English covered with translation

Miscellaneous

Format of fonts & background colors same as English O
Animations don’t need correction; in PPT, not Keynote O
Slide order remains the same as the English version O
Done right the first time (no email trail with me!) O
File name translated with dash & number of slides at end O
Easy transfer by CD or Memory Key or Email O
Sent as one PowerPoint file (not separate ones or a pdf) O

Summary

Number of ticks per column

O
O

OoOooOo

goooono .

oo

oooooOoa

O
O

Ood

ooooOono

ood

OoOoOoO/od

O
O

OoonO

OooooOoOod

oo

oooooono

O
O

Oono oooooOoo OooOonO

oooooog

Multiplied by point values of the column x1

x2

x3

x4

x5

Equals the total point value for each column

Net points minus 3 points per day late ( points) equals % grade of v/

Comments:

Revised S May 2014
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“The Bible...Basically” Script Translation Grade Sheet

Student : Mailbox Date
Presentation Translated Language

1 2 3 4 5

Poor Minimal Average Good Excellent

Translation .
Overall content translated accurately g g O O O
No English on any slide (design new memory aids) a O O O O
--For example, replace “A Judge Must Judge™ or “ARC” with a mnemonic in your language
Fonts & Formatting
Slide Advance Hashes retained a a O O O
Consistent Fonts (e.g., Unicode or generic/popular) O O O O O
Format of headings and margins same as English O g O O O
Widow headings avoided ‘ O O O O O
Misc
Done right the first time (no email trail with me!) O ] O O O
File name translated with dash & number of slides at end O O O O O
Easy transfer by CD or Memory Key or Email O a O O a
Sent as one Word file (not separate ones or a pdf) O O O O a
Summary
Number of ticks per column
Multiplied by point values of the column X2 x4 x6 x 8 x 10

Equals the total point value for each column

Net points minus 3 points per day late (_ points) equals % grade of %

Comments: Revised 5 May 2014
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IBS Life Notebook Grade Sheet

Student Mailbox Project Grade

For students taking the online Internet Biblical Seminary Course, the first four sections below cover the Life
Notebook content (70% of the grade). The Format grade (the other 30%) addresses English grammar, clarity of
writing and presentation, etc. In general, students need to write at least 10 pages for a B and 20 pages foran A
grade. Students must answer all 66 questions in the Life Notebook.

1 2 3 4 5
Poor Minimal Average Good Excellent
Clarity
Direct (each answer addresses the proper question)
Specifics given rather than general answers
Color of questions is in red and answers in black

Quality

Wide research (interacts with other views & sources) O
Individual work (no more than 10% quotations) O
Development (proves points, not just lists verses) O
Interpretation of passages accurate (exegesis) a

Application

Action Points apply the content to the student’s life
Follow up from previous action points highlighted
Personal and transparent answers (self critical 1s good)

oono
ooad
ooo
ooad
ooad

oOooo
oOooao
oOooo
oooo

ooo
ooo
Oooo
ooo
ooo

Miscellaneous

Critical Thinking (shows how/why student disagrees)
Depth (answers all 66 questions with sufficient depth)
Length (5-10 lines/question, 20+ single-spaced pages)
Overall content (substance rather than filling space)

oooo
oooo
oooa
oOoono
oooaQ

Format

Submitted via email in Word & pages numbered
Flow and readability of content

Spelling and typos fixed, punctuation good, 12 pt. font
Grammar shows agreement of subject/verb & tenses
Citations given in footnotes instead of endnotes
Sections clearly stated without orphan headings

Summary
Number of ticks per column

oooooa
Ooooooo
OoOoooono
Oooooono
Oooooono

Multiplied by point values of the column x1 x2 x3 x4 x5

Equals the total point value for each column

Net points minus 3 points per day late ( points) for Life Notebook grade: %

Comments:
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Research Paper Grade Sheet

Student Topic

Box

9d

The first four sections below cover the paper’s confent (70%~lof the grade). The Form grade (the other 30%) is
based on Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 8™ ed. (Chicago:
Univ. of Chicago Press, 2013). Follow also the SBC Writing Standards 2014-ed. 12 and the checklist on the next

two pages.

Introduction

Purpose (the paper addresses what issue?)
Scope of the issue defined/narrowed down
Procedure for addressing the issue introduced

Body

Wide research (other views, good sources)
Individual work (no more than 20% quotations)
Key passages addressed adequately
Development (proves points, not just lists verses)
Interpretation of passages accurate (exegesis)

Conclusion

Solution given to issue raised in introduction
Main points reviewed and/or restated
Length (1/2 to 1 page, w/o unnecessary info.)

Miscellaneous

(These can be addressed anywhere in the paper)
Application (shows why the topic is important)
Depth (leaves any questions unanswered?)
Internet not used for more than 20% of sources

Form

Format (typed, title page, length, pages numbered)

Spelling and typographical errors, punctuation
Grammar (agreement of subject/verb and tenses)
Footnoting (better than endnoting; biblio. incl.)
Arranged logically (not a collection of thoughts)
Sections clearly stated without orphan headings

Summary
Number of ticks per column
Multiplied by point values of the column

Equals the total point value for each column

1

Poor

ooo ooo oooog

ooooono

2

ogoo ooad ooooad oono

oooogoo

3

ooad ooao ooooo oono

ooooono

4

ooad oog OoOoooo oo

ooooono

ooooood

5

Minimal Average Good Excellent

oono oooono ooao

oono

x1

X2

x3

x4

x5

Net points minus 3 points per day late ( points) equals % grade of %

Comiments:

14" edition (10 July 2014)
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Research Paper Checklist

* Asterisks show the most common mistakes SBC students make on research papers. Give special attention to these areas!
13th edition (8 July 2014) -

. General Format

1.1  The most complete and widely used format guide is Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers,
Theses, and Dissertations, 8th ed. rev. by John Grossman and Alice Bennett (Chicago & London: Univ. of
Chicago Press, 1937, 1955, 1967, 1973, 1987, 1996, 2007,2013). 466 pp.

1.2 Areas not answered by Turabian are addressed in the SBC Writing Standards (2014 edition).

1.3 Other issues are found in The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Chicago: Editorial Benei Noaj, 2010) and The
SBL Handbook of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies, ed. Patrick H.
Alexander et al. (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999).

2. Preliminaries
2.1  The title page should follow the typical format in Turabian.
2.1.1  Only the title and the author should be in bold with the rest in regular text. Do not have all CAPS.
2.12  Please include your mail box number after your name.
2.1.3  The same size 12-point Times New Roman font should be used throughout thé paper.
22  The margins should not change (e.g., should not be in outline form) but should be 2.5 cm on all sides.
2.3*% Include a Table of Contents.
23.1  The Contents page should include only the first page number of each section.
232  Subtitles within the Contents page should be indented.
233  Note this is called a “Table of Contents” and not a “Table of Content.”
234  “Table of Contents” should not be an entry on the Table of Contents.
24  Page numbers should be at the top right in the preliminaries (except no number on Title Page and Table of
Contents) and at the bottom centre from the first page to the end.

. Body & Style

3.1* Provide an introduction that summarizes the problem(s) your paper aims to answer.

32% Check your grammar for confusion of tense, plural, verb/noun, etc. (cf. section 9)

33  Use a spell checker if you have one on your computer to avoid careless spelling mistakes.

34  Double-space the paper throughout in prose form (not outline form).

3.5% Write in the third person rather than the first person (“This author...” and not “I” or “we” or “us”).
3.6  Follow these guidelines for headings within the text:

36.1 Headings should match your Contents page. None of your levels should appear in all capitals.

362 Headings should not have periods (full stops or colons) after them.

3.63*% Headings should not be in outline form (no “I,” “II,” “A,” “1,” “a,” *-” etc.).

3.64  Avoid widow headings (at the bottom of a page without the first sentence of a paragraph).

365 Don’t repeat a heading on the next page even if it covers the same section of the paper.

36.6 Each research paper should have at least 2-3 headings or divisions.

367 In short papers (6-8 pages) without chapters, make (1) main headings bold centred, (2) subheadings
regular text centred, (3) bold italicised left column, (4) regular text left column, and (5) bold text that
begins an indented paragraph. If only two levels are needed then (2) above may be skipped.

3.7% Do not clutter your paper with unnecessary details that do not contribute to your purpose.
3.8%* Make every statement a full senternice within the text (the exception is headings).

39  Critically evaluate your sources; do not believe a heresy just because it’s in print!

3.10 Make sure your reasoning is solid and logical. ,
3.11%* Provide a conclusion which solves/summarizes the problem addressed in the introduction

4. Abbreviations

4.1* Do not use abbreviations or contractions in the text or footnotes (except inside parentheses).

42  Cite from 1-3 verses inside parentheses in the text but 4 or more verses in the footnotes.

43*% Use proper biblical book abbreviations with a colon between chapter and verse.

44 Do not start sentences with an Arabic number. Write “First Kings 3:16...” (not “1 Kings 3:16...7).

45  Write out pumbers under ten in the text (e.g., “three”); abbreviate those over ten (e.g., “45”).

46  “For example” (e.g.) and “that is to say” (i.e.) are abbreviated only within parentheses and each has two periods.

5. Quotations

5.1* When quoting word-for-word, use quotation marks and footnote the source. Do not plagiarize!

52  Use proper quotation formats with single quotation marks within double ones.

5.3  Indent block quotes (no quote marks) with 10-point, single-space text of five or more lines (cf. Turabian, 349).

54* Avoid citing long texts of Scriptures or other sources so the paper mostly reflects your own thinking.

5.5  Provide biblical support for your position rather than simply citing your opinion.

56 If your source quotes a more original source, then quote the original in this manner: R. N. Soulen, Handbook, 18
(cited by Rick Griffith, New Testament Backgrounds, 7th ed. [SBC, 1999], 165).
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Research Paper Checklist (2 of 2)

. Punctuation

6.1
6.2

6.3

64
6.7

7.1%

72*

73

74

7.5%

7.6
7.7
7.8
79
7.10

7.11

Periods & commas go before quote marks and footnote numbers (e.g., “Marriage,” not “Marriage™.,)

Periods & commas go outside parentheses (unless a complete sentence is within the parentheses). For example:
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35). but never “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) »

A space should not precede a period, comma, final parenthesis, semicolon, apostrophe, or colon.

A space should not follow a beginning parenthesis or beginning quotation mark.

A space should always follow a comma and 1-2 spaces always follow a period.

Footnotes

The first reference to a book includes (in this order) the author's given name first then family name, title (in
italics but not in quotes), publication data in parentheses (place, colon, publisher, comma, then year), volume (if
more than one), and page number (no “p.” or “pp.”). For example: Ralph Gower, The New Manners and
Customs of Bible Times (Chicago: Moody, 1987),233. In footnotes, use a period only once at the end of the
citation. Indent the first line of each footnote entry.

Cite later references to the same book but a different page number with only the author's family name (not given
name) and new page number. For example: Gower, 166.

If the next citation has the same book and same page number, then type “Ibid.” (This is the Latin abbreviation for
“in the same place.”) However, if a different page number is referred to, then “Ibid.” should be followed by a
period and comma. For example: Ibid., 64.

If the next citation is by the same author but a different work, type “Jdem” (Latin abbreviation for “by the same
author”) and a comma before the new book. For example: Idem, Marriage and Family, 221.

Encyclopedia, Bible dictionary, or other book entries with multiple authors under an editor should first cite the
article’s author, then article title within quotes, book, editor, publication data in parentheses, volume, and page.
For example: P. Trutza, “Marriage,” The Zondervan Fictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 5 vols., ed. Merrill C.
Tenney (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975, 1976), 4:92-102. (If needed, look up the author’s name after the
Contents page by tracing the initials at the end of the article.)

Footnote numbers are raised with no parentheses and go after a quotation’s punctuation (e.g., period).

Always cite your footnote numbers in sequence rather than using a former number again.

Use only numbers as footnote references (don’t use letters or *#@"%, etc.). -

Cite translations in parentheses within the text rather than the footnotes—for example, “trust” (NIV).

Cite book, chapter, and paragraphs of primary (ancient) sources with Arabic numerals and full stops (e.g.,
“Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 18.1.3,” not “Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, Book XVIII, Chapter 1, Section 37).
Page numbers may be added to primary sources in parentheses. For example: War 2.1 (Whiston, 44).

Bibliography

8.1
82
83
8.4

8.5%

8.6
8.7
8.8*
89

8.10

Alphabetize all sources by family name without numbering the sources.

Make entries single-spaced with the second line indented and with a double space between entries.

Do not cite an author’s title in a footnote or the bibliography (no “Dr.,” “Rev.” etc.).

Cite book references differently than in the footnotes by including the author's family name first (not given
name), title (in italics but not in quotes), publication data without parentheses (place, colon, publisher, comma,
then year), and volume (if more than one). For example: Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible
Times. Chicago: Moody, 1987. Use full stops (not commas) after each given name, title, and date; don’t use
parentheses (but do use them in footnotes). Indent each line after the first line in an entry.

Encyclopedia, Bible dictionary, or other book entries with multiple authors under an editor should first cite the
article’s author, then article title within quotes, book, editor, publication data, volume, and page. For example:
Trutza, P., “Marriage,” The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible. Ed. Merrill C. Tenney. 5 vols.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975, 1976. 4:92-102. (You may need to find the author’s name after the Contents
page by tracing the initials at the end of the article.)

Put the bibliography on a separate page rather than tagging it on the conclusion.

Consult as many sources as you have pages in your paper (e.g., 8 sources for an 8-page paper).

Include the bibliography even if the professor has assigned the sources.

Primary sources should be listed under the ancient author’s name, followed by the translator’s name. For
example: Josephus. The Works of Josephus. Translated by William Whiston...

Primary sources with several or unknown authors should be listed by editor and/or translator’s name. For
example: Danby, Herbert, trans. The Mishnah. Oxford: University, 1933.

Common Grammatical and Spelling Mistakes

9.1
9.2%
93
94
95
96

“Respond” (verb) is used for “response” (noun). “The respond” should be “The response.”

Events in biblical times should be noted in the past tense; keep your tense consistent in the same paragraph.
Write “BC” dates before “BC” but “AD” dates after “AD” (“AD 70” and “70 BC” but never “70 AD” or “BC 707).
Always capitalize the words “Christian,” “Bible,” “Christ,” “Word of God,” and “Scripture(s).”

The current trend is to avoid capitalization, especially in the adjectives “biblical,” “scriptural,” etc.

Avoid words in all CAPITALS in the text (except acronyms) and avoid all CAPS in titles. 13th edition (8 July 2014)
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My Biographical Sketch

i L iﬂlgml- .

Rick & Susan Griffith
Stephen (24), Kurt (27) & John (21)
Background

“Never say ‘never.”” Rick and Susan Griffith both learned this age-old tip the hard way.

Rick recalls sitting in his elementary school classes thinking, “If there’s one thing I’ll never become it’s a
teacher. Imagine saying the same stuff over and over, year after year!”

Yet after trusting Christ in junior high and acquiring a taste for teaching the Word of God, Rick’s attitude
began to change. After his business degree at California State University, Hayward, and Master of Theology
degree (Pastoral Ministries) and the Doctor of Philosophy degree (Bible Exposition) from Dallas Theological
Seminary in Texas, Dr. Griffith soon found himself on the other end of the classroom—and loving it!

Susan, from Yucaipa, California, also learned not to say “never.” As she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree
in piano at Biola University, several friends married and worked to put their husbands through three more
years of seminary training. “I'll never do that!” she exclaimed. Soon afterwards she invested three years
(1981-1983) singing together with her future husband in the Crossroads, Campus Crusade's traveling music
team in Asia. This nine member Philippines-based group shared Christ in the Philippines, China, Hong
Kong, Korea, Japan, Macau, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.

In December 1983 Susan’s “never” became a reality. She and Rick were married and like Jacob and Rachel
of old, Susan also worked for her mate. During these seven seminary years Rick served as a pastor,
corporate chaplain, and International Students church consultant. Susan taught women's Bible studies and
often ministered by singing. Their primary church in Texas is Christ Chapel Bible Church in Fort Worth.

The Griffith family now includes three sons: Kurt (27 yrs.), Stephen (24 y1s.), and John (21 yrs.). During
home assignment they minister mainly from the First Baptist Church of Yucaipa, California.

Ministry
However, since 1991 the Griffiths’ home has been Singapore where Rick serves as Doctor of Ministry
Director with 30 other full-time faculty at Singapore Bible College. SBC has about 500 full-time students
from 23 countries and 25 denominations, as well as many professionals in the certificate-level Centre for
Continuing Theological Education (CCTE). During his first term he taught a variety of courses: Old
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Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, New Testament Backgrounds, Eschatology (the study of future
things), Evangelism, Pastoral Epistles, Psalms, Homiletics (preaching), Hebrew Exegesis, and four Old
Testament exposition courses. For many years he also taught Pentateuch, Gospels, Eschatology (theology of
the future), Ecclesiology (theology of the church), and Pneumatology (theology of the Holy Spirit). Now he
teaches mostly Bible Exposition classes, including Homiletics, World of the OT & NT, and OT & NT
Survey. He has also written three Advanced Studies in the Old and New Testament courses at the Internet
Biblical Seminary (www.internetseminary.org).

Dr. Griffith loves the variety and strategic nature of his teaching. He invests his life into Anglicans from Sri
Lanka, Lutherans from Singapore, Presbyterians from Korea, Conservative Baptists from the Philippines,
and missionaries from Campus Crusade, OMF, and Operation Mobilisation—sometimes all in one class!
One class had 17 of the 20 students training for ministry outside of Singapore. Nearly all SBC graduates
enter pastoral or missionary ministries due to Asia’s shortage of trained leaders.

Ministry opportunities abound. Rick and Susan have conducted premarital counseling for students and their
home has an open door to students and guests traveling through Singapore. They have sung in evangelistic
thrusts and in 1992 also participated in founding International Community School, an expatriate Christian
primary and secondary school in Singapore now with 430 students. The Griffiths are missionaries with
WorldVenture and Rick serves as the Singapore field leader.

Dr Griffith also enjoys several other partnerships. He also serves as Asia Translation Coordinator for "The
Bible... Basically International" seminars; web author & editor, Internet Biblical Seminary; and itinerate
professor for 52 trips throughout Asia in places such as Lanka Bible College (Sri Lanka), Myanmar
Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, Union Bible Training Center (Mongolia), Jordan Evangelical
Theological Seminary, and Biblical Education by Extension training in three restricted access countries.

In 2006 the Griffiths also helped begin Crossroads International Church, Singapore. Here “Dr. Rick” is
“Pastor Rick” in his role as pastor-teacher and elder. The church meets at 4 PM on Sundays at the Upper
Room of the Metropolitan YMCA at 60 Stevens Road. See cicfamily.com for details.

In 2009 Dr. Griffith began the biblestudydownloads.com website that offers his courses for free download.
This includes 5000 pages of course notes in Word and pdf formats, about 400 PowerPoint presentations in
English, and hundreds of translations of these by his students into 37 languages. Current languages include
Ao, Arabic, Bangla, Bisaya, Burmese, Chin, Chinese, Dutch, English, French, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese,
Kachin, Khmer, Kiswahili, Korean, Lotha, Malay, Malayalam, Mao, Mizo, Mongolian, Nepali, Nias, Paite,
Russian, Sinhala, Spanish, Sumi, Tagalog, Tamil, Tangkhul, Tenyidie, Thai, Vaiphei, and Vietnamese.

Field

Singapore Bible College is strategically located at the “ministry hub” of Southeast Asia, the Republic of
Singapore. A small island of only 14 by 26 miles, Singapore is a city-nation located on the tip of the
Malayan Peninsula in Southeast Asia. The population of this multi-cultural society is 75 percent Chinese, 15
percent Malay and 8 percent Indian. Other groups include Filipinos, Thais, Japanese, Americans, and
Europeans. This beautiful island nation, with dynamic growth in churches and missionary force, has been
called the “Antioch of Asia.” The Singaporean cross-cultural missionary force is increasingly contributing
to God’s work in overseas ministries.

Passion

Rick’s passion is for God’s leaders to preach and live the Word of God. The servant of God’s role is clearly
given in the following verses:

e Teaching obedience to Christ’s téaching is key to our commission to make disciples (Matt. 28:20)

e The priority of the apostles was teaching and prayer (Acts 6:1-16)

e Paul’s legacy to Timothy focused on exposition: “Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2-3)

However, recent trends include the following:

«  Church people are biblically illiterate—Amos Jamented that his day of prosperity had a “famine for
hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11) :

e Pastors are doing too many things so they have too little time to feed the flock

e Preachers give empty and simplistic sermons

e Attempting to be “relevant,” pastors preach what people want to hear—not what they need
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et 2

Matthew

- Classification: .

Ecclesiology

New Testament Survey: NT Overview

New Testament Books Classified Doctrinally

Messiah with kingdom authority over the Church

Mark Eschatology Deity who models suffering as Servant

Luke Missiology Universal Savior ministers in sdverei gn kingdom progress
John Soteriology Deity made man for eternal life

Acts Missiology Universal Savior proclaimed in sovereign kingdom progress
Romans Soteriology God's righteousness/justification by faith in Christ-not the Law
1 Corinthians Ecclesiology Proper functioning of the church

2 Corinthians Ecclesiology Defense of apostolic authority

Galatians Soteriology Justification by faith

Ephesians Christology Jew-Gentile unity shown in love

Philippians Christology Results of imitating Christ’s attitude

Colossians Christology Supremacy/deity of Christ vs. syncretis‘tic heresy

1 Thessalonians | Eschatology Preparation for the Rapture

2 Thessalonians | Eschatology Day of the Lord corrections

1 Timothy' Ecclesiology Church order priorities The

2 Timothy Ecclesiology Sound doctrine against opposition Pastoral
Titus Ecclesiology Sound conduct against opposition Epistles
Philemon Christology Forgive others and seek forgiveness

Hebrews Christology Christ's superiority over Judaism as high priest

James Soteriology Faith revealed through works

1 Peter Eschatology Endurance in suffering by God’s grace

2 Peter Eschatology Knowledge to combat false teaching

1 John Soteriology Obedience in love combats incipient Gnosticism

2 John Missiology 'Limits to love A

3 John Missiology Supporting missionaries

Jude Eéchatology Contending against pretenders

Revelation Eschatology Sovereignty of Christ in future victory

7-Aug-14
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NT Book Key Words

Below are the NT books with their data in chronological order (following Hoehner’s chronology). The next
to last column has several blanks since most NT letters were not written during Paul’s missionary journeys
and prison time. Dates and chronological order are only best guesses and should not be seen as Gospel truth.

Date '.BOOk .

aul’s Journeys

mprisonments

1 40s Matthew Kingdom Ecclesiology

2 44-47 | James Works Soteriology

3 49 Galatians Justification 1st journey Soteriology

4 51 1 Thessalonians Rapture 2nd journey Eschatology

5 51 2 Thessalonians Tribulation 2nd journey Eschatology

6 56 1 Corinthians Sanctification 3rd journey Ecclesiology

7 56 2 Corinthians Apostleship 3rd journey Ecclesiology

8 56-57 | Romans Righteousness 3rd journey Soteriology

9 57-59 |Luke Sovereignty I Missiology

10 |60 Ephesians Unity 1st imprisonment Christology (Head)
11 |61 Colossians Deity 1st imprisonment Christology (God)
12 |61 Philemon Forgiveness 1st imprisonment Christology (Reconciler)
13 |62 Philippians Attitude 1st imprisonment Christology (Example)
14 162 Acts Sovereignty 11 Missiology

15 |62 1 Timothy Order 4th journey Ecclesiology

16 164 1 Peter Suffering Eschatology

17 |64 2 Peter Knowledge Eschatology

18 |64-68 |Mark Discipleship Eschatology

19 |66 Titus Conduct 4th journey Ecclesiology

20 |67 2 Timothy Doctrine 2nd imprisonment Ecclesiology

21 |67-68 | Hebrews Superiority Christology

22 |c.69 |John Belief Soteriology

23 |75 Jude Pretenders Eschatology

24 |85-95 |1John Love Soteriology

25 {85-95 |2John Limits Missiology

26 {85-95 |3John Missionaries Mfssiology

27 |95-96 |Revelation Triumph Eschatology
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New Testament Survey: Galatians

Galatians

167

Judaizer Attack #1
“Paul teaches this doctrine by
his own authority!”

Judaizer Attack #2
“This is a new teaching
contrary to the OT!”

Judaizer Attack #3
“Teaching faith alone will
encourage a sinful lifestyle!”

Paul’s Defense:
“God called me and the 12
apostles affirmed this”

Paul’s Defense:
‘“Salvation has always been by
faith—even in the OT”

“No, justification by faith naturally

Paul’s Defense:

leads to godly living”

Biographical

Theological

Practical

Chapters 1-2

Chapters 3—4

Chapters 5-6

Upholds Upholds Upholds
Apostleship Justification by Faith Responsibilities
Rebuke Relationships Affirmed Iustrated Balance | Service | Warnings
1:1-9 1:10-2:21 3 4 5 6:1-10 6:11-18

Antioch of Syria

Fall AD 49 (after first missionary journey)

Key Word: Justification

Kev Verse:

“[We Jews] know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus

Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be
justified” (Galatians 2:16).

Summary: Paul defends his apostleship and justification by fuith so that the Galatians would not seek
salvation through adherence to the law.

Application:

Do you add any other requirements for salvation except faith in Christ-baptism, tongues, good works

or any other good deed?

The logical result of justification by faith is godliness.

7-Jan-08
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Galatians

Introduction

Title The Greek title for the letter (IIpdc TwAdtog To the Galatians) follows the standard form of
naming Paul's writings after their recipients.

Authorship

A. External Evidence: The traditional view is that the Apostle Paul wrote Galatians.

1.

!\J

This finds early support by Polycarp (3:3; 5:1; cf. Kiimmel, 198). Marcion also placed the
epistle at the top of his list of genuine Pauline epistles (Harrison, 255).

Paul’s writing of Galatians has largely gone uncontested even among the 19th century German
critics of the Tiibingen school. The few that do oppose Pauline authorship include Bauer, R.
Streck (the Swiss scholar), and the nineteenth century radical Dutch critics (Kiimmel, 198).

B. Internal Evidence: The Book of Galatians explicitly mentions Paul as its author (1:1; 5:2). In fact,
Paul probably departed from his usual practice of dictating his letters to a secretary by actually
penning the epistle himself (6:11; cf. “Characteristics” section below). Most of chapters 1 and 2 are
autobiographical (e.g., 1:11f.) and several Pauline themes are evident (e.g., grace, law).

C. Conclusion: Both external and internal evidence point to Paul's authorship (Harrison, 255; Guthrie,
468; Kiimmel, 198). Galatians has always been the least challenged of Paul's epistles (Guthrie, 468).
There exists not even scant evidence to disprove the genuineness of the Epistle. The Epistle to the
Galatians is generally the standard by which other Pauline writings are tested (Bruce, 2).

Circumstances

A. Date: The issue of date is closely associated with the destination of the letter (Bruce, 43-56). Two
theories of destination prevail: the North Galatian Theory (adopting the later date) and the South
Galatian Theory (generally suggesting an earlier date):

1.

External evidence from Marcion suggests that Paul wrote from Ephesus shortly before writing 1
Corinthians (approx. AD 55), thus supporting the later date. However, Marcion's reliability and
sources are questionable (Kiimmel, 197).

Internal evidence infers that the Galatians deserted Paul's teaching just after his first visit (1:61.),
lending more credence to the South Galatian Theory. If the second visit of 4:13 is the one in
Acts 16:6, then the epistle is post-Jerusalem Council (AD 53-56; Harrison, 260; Kiimmel, 197-
198; Betz, 9-12). However, with this later date one would think that Paul would have mentioned
the decree of the Jerusalem Council in the letter since both the Council and the epistle address
the same theme (requirements of the law for Gentile believers). On the other hand, if the second
visit (4:13) was the revisiting of the churches of Acts 14:21 then the letter could be pre-
Jerusalem Council (AD 48-49), though it would not need to demand the early date (Guthrie, 458).

Conclusion: Arguments for both dates are inconclusive, although the best evidence supports the
South Galatian Theory (see below) and the earlier date of about fall AD 49,

B. Origin: The origin of the book of Galatians is not specifically stated and depends upon the identity of
the recipients as to whether they lived in North or South Galatia:

1.

The Northern Theory says Paul wrote to North Galatia from Ephesus, Corinth, Macedonia, or
Rome (Betz, 12).
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2. The Southern Theory says that Paul wrote to South Galatia from Antioch or somewhere en route
from Antioch to Jerusalem for the Jerusalem Council (Harrison, 260).

C. Recipients: The epistle specifies its destination as “to the churches of Galatia” (1:2). This makes it
the only Pauline letter addressed to a group of churches. Evidently Paul did not have enough time to
write each church individually, so a circular letter was sent (Hiebert, 2:71). The greatly debated
question is, “Where were these churches?” The two theories of destination hinge largely upon the
interpretations of two verses in Acts (16:6; 18:23) that refer to this Galatian region (Bruce, 3-18;
Guthrie, 450-457; Harrison, 257-259; Kiimmel, 191-193). Both theories agree that the recipients
were Gentiles (4:8; 5:2f.; 6:12f.), but the question is, “Which Gentiles?” See notes, 174a (chart) and
138-40, 280a (maps).

I.

The Traditional View (North Galatian Theory): Galatians was written to Gallic believers in the

territory of Galatia (ethnic Galatia, including the cities of Ancyra, Pessinus, and Tavium) of
whom Paul had won to Christ on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:6; p. 139). Advocates
include Lightfoot, Betz, Kiimmel, and Harrison.

a. External evidence (from Acts and history):

1)

2)

3)

4)

The Gauls overtook North Galatia from the Phrygians in the 3rd century BC then named
the region after themselves (Bruce, 3-8; Guthrie, 450; Kiimmel, 191).

The characteristics of fickleness, strife, anger, and impulsiveness that Paul denounced in
his readers closely parallel Gallic lifestyles (Bruce, 4).

Luke describes the South Galatian towns in the province of Galatia in geographical, not
provincial terms (Betz, 11).

The northern view was the unanimous view of the church fathers (Hiebert, 2:77).

b. Internal evidence:

1)

2)

Interpreting the visit of Galatians 2:1-10 as the Jerusalem Council visit allows for only
the northern view (explained in the Characteristics section).

The chronology of Paul's life in the southern view places his conversion at AD 23-30
(Harrison, 262; Hiebert, 2:84), which is too early.

Alternative to the Traditional View (South Galatian Theory): Paul wrote to the Greek believers

in the Roman province of Galatia (political Galatia, including the cities of Pisidian Antioch,
Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe), whom Paul had won to Christ on his first missionary journey (Acts
13-14; p. 138). Advocates include Ramsay, Bruce, Hiebert, and Guthrie (Griffith too).

1y

2)

3)

4)

a. External evidence (from Acts; Guthrie, 452-57):

Phrygia and Galatia in Acts 16:6; 18:23 are designated a “region” (singular), not
“regions” (plural), so this region can refer to both the districts in the province of Asia
(southern part) and the part of Phrygia in the adjoining province of Asia.

Assuming the Northern Theory, it would be strange for Luke to say so little about this
area in which such a major controversy arose.

Paul generally referred to groups of churches by their Roman province (e.g., Macedonia,
Achaia, Asia, and Judea). Luke’s usage of the term should not be imposed upon Paul.

“Galatia” was the best term to describe the various ethnic groups in the south.
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b. Internal evidence:

1) Since Paul visited the Galatian churches during his recovery from a bodily illness (4:13)
it is unlikely that he traversed the difficult journey off the road to the central plateau on
which Northern Galatia was located.

2) The mention of Barnabas (2:1, 9, 13) is more natural if the readers knew him. Barnabas
accompanied Paul only in South Galatia.

3) No mention is made to the verdict of the Jerusalem Council (cf. Acts 15) which would
have already occurred, assuming the Northern Theory.

4) The letter was written in Greek, a language understood by only the northern people of
Ancyra and Pessinus at best (Bruce, 9).

5) Peter hardly would have acted as he did (2:11f.) right after the Jerusalem Council.

Conclusion: External evidence is divided. The Northern Theory was virtually unchallenged until the
last two centuries, but the evidence from Acts seems to best support the Southern Theory. The
Patristic bias for the Northern Theory may be explained by second century evidence that the term
“Galatia” had ceased to be used in reference to the southern area; therefore, the Fathers interpreted
the term in light of their own day (Hiebert, 2:77).

However, the internal evidence favors the southern view. While the southern view has chronological
difficulties, the northern view has the problem of attributing the “again” of Galatians 2:1 to a third
(not second) visit. Therefore, the weight of the evidence supports the Southern Galatian Theory.

D. Occasion: The Galatians had an enthusiastic beginning in the gospel (3:1-5; 4:13-14) which ended
(4:15) due to opposition from Jewish false teachers (Judaizers) who had spread their teaching in the
churches after Paul established them (1:7b; 4:13-14; 5:7). They proclaimed “another gospel” (1:6-9)
associated with the Jewish Torah and circumcision (2:15-21; 3:2-5; 4:21; 5:2-12; 6:12-17). Paul had
confronted these Judaizers already in Jerusalem (2:4-5) but this letter was written before the
Jerusalem leaders officially disapproved of them at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:19-21,24). Since
no official word had yet come from Jerusalem, Paul wrote the churches immediately to combat this
false teaching with a defense of his apostleship (chs. 1-2) and the true gospel of justification by faith
alone (chs. 3—4), which produces a unique lifestyle based upon freedom in Christ (chs. 5-6).

IV. Characteristics
A. Literary Characteristics:
1. Structure: Its threefold structure is explained in the occasion section above. This is different

from a twofold structure characteristic of other Pauline writings: Romans (1-11, 12-16),
Ephesians (1-3, 4-6), Colossians (1-2, 3-4), etc.

(W]

Mood: A tone of severity appears even in the first verse (which lacks the customary salutation).
The letter lacks any words of thanksgiving for or praise of the readers (e.g., they are never
referred to as “saints”). However, some touch of affection does appear (4:12-15, 19-20).

3. Unity: Paul vindicates his authority repeatedly (1:1, 11-16; 6:11-16) and defends justification by
faith (1:6-10; 2:4, 14; 3:1=5:12), so the unity of the letter has gone virtually unchallenged. It is
the most accepted epistle of Pauline authorship.

B. The Jerusalem visit (2:1-10) has been seen as either Paul's famine visit to aid the depressed church
(cf. Acts 11:27-30) or Paul's attendance at the Jerusalem Council (cf. Acts 15:1-29).
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Advocates of the Jerusalem Council view (Lightfoot, Hendriksen, Hiebert) argue:

The apostles (2:9) and Titus (2:1-3) are not mentioned in the famine visit.

Although the apostles acknowledged Paul and Barnabas' Gentile ministry, this is unlikely
before their first missionary journey (i.e., before Acts 13).

It is difficult to see why the Jerusalem Council would need to be called (Acts 15) if the issue
of Gentile salvation had already been settled (Acts 11).

Perhaps the best Council view evidence is the problematic chronology of the southern view
that places Paul's conversion between AD 23-30 (1:18; 2:1; Harrison, 262; Hiebert, 2:84).

Advocates of the Famine view (Bruce, Tenney, Duncan) affirm this evidence:

The visit to Jerusalem “again” (2:1), taken in its most natural sense, refers to Paul's actual
second visit following his conversion (Acts 11).

Galatians 2:1-10 is a private discussion, not the Jerusalem Council assembly of Acts 15.
The decrees of the Council are totally missing in Galatians 2.

Peter and Paul's dispute over eating with Gentiles (2:11-21) makes better sense pre-
Jerusalem Council.

Conclusion: The southern view has chronological difficulties and the northern view forces the
second visit to Jerusalem (“again” in 2:1) to mean a third visit. Both views have problems, but
better evidence for the Southern Galatian Theory favors the famine view.

C. Paul declares at the end of the epistle, “See with what large letters [ am writing (€ypolio, aorist) to
you with my own hand” (6:11). Two views of the aorist prevail:

1.

The traditional view sees Paul using an epistolary aorist (“I am writing”) where he signs after his
normal custom of dictating the bulk of his letter to a scribe (cf. Rom. 16:22; 1 Cor. 16:21).

However, Paul never uses the aorist when writing only a few concluding words, so it seems more
logical that he uses the normal use of the aorist (“I wrote”). This means Paul painstakingly wrote
the entire letter himself, possibly with large letters due to an eye malady (4:25; Hiebert, 2:89-90).

D. Galatians is the only Pauline letter written to a group of churches.

E. This is the first letter of Paul that has been included in the New Testament.

Argument

Galatians is often called “the Magna Carta of Christian Liberty” since it emphasizes the believer's
freedom in Christ. However, it is evident that Paul's purpose was threefold: to defend his apostleship against
the Judaizers (chs. 1-2), to defend the essence of the gospel based in justification by faith alone (chs. 3—4),
and to give practical exhortations in light of the believer's freedom in Christ (chs. 5-6).

Therefore, Paul's purpose in writing is to convince the Galatians that since they were saved by grace they
are free from the Law. As a result, Judaizers who sought to impose upon them a legalistic system based upon
the Law should not lead them away from their moorings in Christ.
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Synthesis
Justification by faith
1-2 Biographical: Defends apostleship
1:1-9 Rebuke
1:10-2:21 Relationship to other apostles
1:10-24 Independence
2:1-10 Interdependence
2:11-21 Indictment
34 Theological: Defends justification by faith
3 Affirmed
3:1-5 Galatian's experience
3:6-14 Abraham's experience
3:15-29 Law/Promise vs. faith
4 ustrated
4:1-11 Domestic: son vs. servant
4:12-20 Historical: personal plea
4:21-31 Biblical: Isaac (Abrahamic) vs. Ishmael (Mosaic)
5-6 Practical: Defends responsibilities
5 Balance
5:1-15 No to legalism/license
5:16-26 Yes to Spirit
6:1-10 Service
6:11-18 Warnings
6:11-13 Against legalists
6:14-17 Against despising him
6:18 Benediction
Outline

Summary Statement for the Book
Paul defends his apostleship and justification by faith so that the Galatians would not seek

salvation through adherence to the law.

I. (Chs. 1-2) Biographical: Paul defends his apostolic authority to counter the allegations of
Judaizers who had infiltrated the Galatian churches with their false teaching that he invented
justification by faith by his own authority.

A. (1:1-9) Paul greets the Galatian churches without offering thanksgiving for them then immediately
denunciates them for abandoning the true gospel for the legalistic false teaching of the Judaizers to
communicate how strongly he feels about their departure.

B. (1:10-2:21) Paul defends his apostleship against the false claims of the Judaizers in his independence
of and interdependence with the other apostles shown by correcting Peter to affirm that he did not
make up justification by faith by his own authority.

1. (1:10-24) He verifies his independence of the other apostles since he received the gospel of grace
by revelation directly from Christ and he did not even meet any apostles until three years later.

2. (2:1-10) He affirms his interdependence with other apostles since the famine visit when apostles
at Jerusalem approved him even though they taught justification by faith to Jews.

3. (2:11-21) He indicted the chief apostle who contradicted justification by faith when he publicly
rebuked Peter for seeking the approval of Jews by withdrawing from eating with Gentiles.
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II. (Chs. 3-4) Theological: Paul affirms and illustrates salvation by faith and not by the Law to
counter the Judaizer accusation that justification by faith was a new teaching by showing the
Galatians that since they are saved by faith they are free from the Law.

A. (Ch. 3) Paul affirms the doctrine of justification by faith by comparing the inferior Law with the
superior Holy Spirit and Promise to convince the Galatians that justification is by faith.

1.

(3]

(3:1-5) Since the Galatians received the Holy Spirit by faith, not the Law, their sanctification
must be by the same means, revealing that thier own experience affirms salvation by faith.

(3:6-14) Abraham was justified by faith, not the Law, since the Law can save no one, so this
doctrine has solid scriptural foundation and therefore is not a new teaching.

(3:15-29) Since salvation was by faith for the 430 years between the final reiteration of the
Promise to Jacob and the Law, the coming of the Law did not change this principle but rather led
man to faith by revealing sin to lead to Christ.

B. (Ch. 4) Paul illustrates justification by faith with domestic, historical, and biblical illustrations to
convince the Galatians to abandon legalism.

1.

(4:1-11) The privileges a son has over a slave pictures the believer's blessing of spiritual religion
over the Law as a motivation for the Galatians to abandon legalism.

(4:12-20) Paul reminds the churches of their former commitment to him when he was with them
to encourage them to show the same zeal for the truth now.

(4:21-31) Paul interprets figuratively God's blessing on Isaac (Abrahamic Covenant) rather than
Ishmael (Mosaic Covenant) to reveal that his readers were operating under the wrong descendant
of Abraham by following the Law (cf. p. 174a).

IIL.(Chs. 5-6) Practical: Paul applies salvation by faith to Christian living by exhorting a balanced
perspective and responsibilities towards others to urge the application of his teaching under the
Holy Spirit's direction.

A. (Ch. 5) Paul exhorts balance in Christian living between legalism and license to instruct how to live
by the Holy Spirit's direction rather than by the sinful nature.

1.

2.

(5:1-15) Believers should not live in the extremes of legalism and license in light of their
freedom from the Law.

a. (5:1-12) Since the Christian is free from the law he should never again be entrapped into a
legalistic system.

b. (5:13-15) Although believers are free from the Law, they should not use this freedom for
selfish pursuits but rather for loving one another.

(5:16-26) Believers should live under direction from the Spirit rather than from the sinful nature.

B. (6:1-10) Paul exhorts service towards sinning Christians, burdened believers, teachers, and all men so
the Galatians would see that freedom from the law does not mean freedom from caring for others.

C. (6:11-18) Paul closes with a final warning by contrasting the impure motives of the false teachers
among the Galatians with his own pure motives to convince them to apply what he has written.
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Contrasting Galatians and Romans

Both Galatians and Romans are known for their common major emphases such as
justification by faith (Gal. 2:16; 3:14; Rom. 1:17; 3:21-22), freedom from the Law (Gal.
3:10-13, 23-25; 5:1; Rom. 7:1, 6; 8:2-4), and how the Law reveals sin (Gal. 3:22; Rom.
3:20; 5:20; 7:7). Yet these books remain unique in several ways:

 Galatians  Romans
Minor Major
Several Cities Single City
(Lystra, Derbe, etc.) (Rome)
AD 48-49 AD 33-56

| (on first missionary journey) (no one knows exactly when)

Paul Pentecost converts? or
Paul’s disciples?

AD49 AD 56-57
from Antioch from Corinth
Doubted Credible
(but most knew him!) (but most didn’t know him!)
Judaizers None
Serious rift Mild criticism of each other
Mostly Gentiles Jew-Gentile mix
Serious: Salvation Minor: Christian liberty
Justification Righteousness (1:17)
Simple yet Severe Technical and Structured
Modified Defense Traditional Presentation
(e.g., no thanksgiving) (e.g., names, greetings...)
Few Nearly as many as the rest of
(only 12, or 2 per chapter) Paul’s epistles (63 total!)
Narrow: Justification Broad: Many topics*

* Natural revelation (1:19-20), universality of sin (3:9-20), justification (3:21-24), propitiation (3:25), faith
(4:1-25), Israel (chaps. 9-11), gifts (12:3-8), government (13:1-7), Christian liberty (14:1-15:13)
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Who Are Today’s Judaizers?

Scholars generally agree that the teachers who came to Galatia after Paul left taught that faith alone
does not save. These teachers insisted on a “faith plus works” formula by adding works of the law
as a requisite for genuine conversion—especially the rite of circumcision (5:6). Paul actually never
gives them a name. However, since these teachers sought to get the believers to return to the
Jewish law, the term “Judaizers” has been coined to describe them.

But were these Judaizers at Galatia Jewish Christians or false believers? The consensus among
commentators is that they were genuine believers who were simply confused in this area of doctrine
(cf. Ronald Y. K. Fung, The Epistle to the Galatians, NICNT, 7-9; Kiimmel, 298-301; Lightfoot,
27, 52-53; Ridderbos, 15-16). Some factors may support them being believers:

1. The apostles and elders allowed representation of the “circumcision party” at the Jerusalem
Council (Acts 15:1, 24). This may argue that these teachers are the same as the Judaizers since
they also argued that Gentiles should be required to keep the Law (Gal. 2:12). If so, then the
mother church considered them to be Christians and we should probably do the same.

2. These Jewish teachers had no doubt about Jesus being the Messiah, in contrast to the majority
of Jews who would not accept Christ as Israel’s king.

However, some factors may indicate that the Judaizers were indeed unsaved:

1. Paul says that the Judaizer’s was “a different gospel” (NIV) which was really not the gospel at
all (1:6-7). Since there is only one true gospel, the Judaizer “gospel” would then be a false
teaching that was not Christian after all.

2. Paul described these men in the strongest words possible, pronouncing upon them eternal
condemnation (1:8-9). Ascribing hellfire to anyone but unbelievers would seem inappropriate.

3. Paul also refers to them as “false brothers” (2:4).

4. The Jerusalem Council occurred shortly after Paul’s letter to the Galatians and it verified Paul’s
teaching on faith alone (as opposed to the Judaizer view being considered another “evangelical
option” or gray area). While Judaizers (i.e., the “circumcision party”) were allowed to attend
the meeting, they were soundly defeated.

5. Although the Judaizers did not reject Christ outright as Messiah as did their Jewish brethren, by
adding other requisites to salvation they taught a second type of heresy that undermined the
nature of the true gospel.

Given the above reasons, this study takes the view that the Judaizers were not actually Christians.
Any group that adds to the simple gospel of justification by faith alone cannot be deemed
“Christian.” This includes the Catholic Church (which adds works), Church of Christ (which adds
baptism), and the True Jesus Church (which adds works, baptism, tongues, footwashing, etc.). This
diagram depicts how Judaizers were Jews on the fringes of the church but still outside the body:

All Humanity

(the entire large rectangle)

Jews Gentiles
(this square with (this square with
unbelievers unbelievers
outside the outside the
circle) circle)

Church
(Jews &
Gentiles in
the circle)

Judaizers
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Ceremonial vs. True Religion

One basic difference between Paul’s gospel and the religion of the Judaizers is that Paul taught faith
by experience whereas his opponents taught that man is made right by ceremonial religion. These
are contrasted in Galatians 4 with the infant-grown son contrast. Note the distinctions between
these modes of living in these diagrams from Paul A. Pomerville, Galatians and Romans (Brussels,
Belgium: International Correspondence Institute, 1976), 95, 96, 98.

{utan "~ Grown Son
i
Under guardid'n‘ (Laws| Enjovs son-with-father
relationship (redeemed)
Status: like a slave: Status: son and heir:
rights of sonship not full rights given
realized
Under bondage: Free:
external authority internal authority
of the Law of the Spirit of God
Immature: Mature:
in elementary school in secondary school
of the Law "~ | of the Spirit
with external 1 with internal Persona\
motivation . motivation ’
knowledge

of God

Symbolic
Objects

God’s
revelation
and
waork

Wdrship
In the
Spirit

Man's
Efforts

" Religion of
Spiritual Experience

Ceremonial Religion

The Gentile Christians in Galatia were in this
kind of religion before their conversion. Their
worship was a constant effort to please the gods
in order to receive their protection or to escape
theicr punishment. They worshiped tangible
objects — idols. They had many sacred rites and
-forms.to be observed. They trusted in horoscopes
and other signs to guide them. They had their
sacred days and seasons and places.
—

Remember  that  ceremonial  religion  gives
emphasis to physical things in worship while the
vospel emphasizes worship in the Spirit. You can
see the conflict between these two types of religion
1 Jusus” conversation with the Samaritan woman
at Jacob's well.
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Faith & Works in the Bible

HERE’S AN ISSUE FOR YOUR SMALL GROUP...

Salvation by...

OT Works Faith + Faith Faith+ -
‘Works Alone Works
NT Faith Faith - Faith Faith +
' Alone Alone Works

Which verses in the Bible support your answer?

DISTINGUISHING SALVATION AND SANCTIFICATION
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Salvation in the Old Testament

How were people saved during Old Testament times? Were only Jews saved? How? Was it through the
tabernacle and temple sacrifices? Did killing these animals actually forgive sin? These questions will
naturally arise in a thinking person’s mind when encountering the OT.

First, salvation has always been by faith and not by works of the Law. This is Paul’s key point in Galatians
and Romans and it applies to all times. Paul gives Genesis 15:6 as support: “Abraham believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3; cf. vv. 11, 16-24; Heb. 11). Salvation in all ages is based
in God’s grace, not our works (Eph. 2:8-9). The ways He has shown His grace has changed over the ages,
but His method of salvation by grace through faith is constant.

OT believers expressed their faith in many ways: worshipping God, offering sacrifices, or doing good
deeds, but it was their faith that saved—not their sacrifices or worship or deeds. Their faith was placed in
God’s provision of a coming Saviour (1 Pet. 1:10-12), though they did not realise that this Redeemer
specifically was Jesus Christ. Further, there is no hint that their salvation could be lost.

One may ask, “But doesn’t the OT say sacrifices forgave people?” Leviticus promises Israelites that they
“will be forgiven” by sin offerings and guilt offerings (4:20,26,31, 35:5:10, 13, 16, 18; 6:7; 19:22; cf.
Heb. 9:13). However, these refer to any specific sin rather than forgiveness from all sin for salvation; also,
ritual without repentant faith was useless (Ps. 40:6-8; Isa. 1:11-20; Jer. 7:21-26).

This parallels our experience some. We are saved from the penalty of sin by faith, just like Jews (and
Gentiles identifying with Israel) in the OT-but we show faith by trusting Christ as our past sacrifice rather
look forward to a future sacrifice. We still sin, but 1 John 1:9 promises, “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” We have positional
forgiveness for all sins (past, present, and future) and a secure relationship with God. However, confession
helps us experience practical forgiveness and restoration of our fellowship with Him. In like manner, Job
sacrificed for cleansing and restored fellowship while saved (Job 42:7-9).

But why can’t the “blood of bulls and goats...take away sins” (Heb. 10:4)? Sacrifices forgave and cleansed
only from external ceremonial impurity (Heb. 9:13), but Christ removed all sin and cleansed internally. A
clear treatment of OT sacrifices is John S. Feinberg, “Salvation in the Old Testament,” Tradition and
Testament, eds. John S. and Paul D. Feinberg (Chicago: Moody, 1981), 39-77 (adapted below into chart
form). Issues 1-3 are the same for OT and NT but 4-5 are different:

VIOS! y-Ghrists:beatn o (Gnrists ik 2100

Basis God’s gracious provision of the death of God’s gracious provision of the death of

of Salvation Christ since “it is the blood that makes ~ Christ (“without the shedding of blood
atonement for one’s life” (Lev. 17:11b)  there is no forgiveness” Heb. 9:22)

Requirement Faith in the provision that God has Faith in the provision that God has

of Salvation revealed—as a gift (Ps.51:16-17) revealed—as a gift (Gal. 2:16)

Ultimate Content  Object of faith is God Himself-prophets Object of faith is God Himself-heroes of

of Salvation exhorted repentance, not sacrifices (Jer. faith are cited to exhort faith in God
3:12; Joel 2:12) (Heb. 11)

Specific Cumulative content of faith involved New content of faith is the shed blood of

Revealed Content  sacrifices & promises: animals (Gen. Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-21) which

of Salvation 3:21); Abel’s sacrifice (Gen. 4:4); removes sin removes sin while OT
Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 15), etc. sacrifices merely covered sin

‘Believer’s Obey moral law, offer animal sacrifices, Obey mofal law, observe Lord’s Supper

Expression obey Mosaic law (civil and ceremonial  and baptism, etc. through the Spirit’s

of Salvation aspects) enabling (Rom. 8:9)
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Age
Location
Nature
Describes

Cities
Established

Barnabas
Gal 2 Ref.
Date |
Writing
Origin

Support

Problems
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The Readers of Galatians

Summary Concerning the " ocation of “Galatia”

Ligntfoot, Betz, Kiimmel, Harrison,
John A.T. Robinson

Traditional View

North Galatia

Territory

Ethnic Galatia

Ancyra, Pessinus, Tavium
Second Missionary Journey
(Acts 16:6-8; AD 51-52)

Absent (with John Mark)
Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)

AD 53-57

Paul’s third NT letter

Ephesus, Corinth, Macedonia
Luke Used Geographical Names

Gallic Lifestyles
Unanimous Patristic Support

Second Visit (2:1)
No Support Paul ever Visited North
No Mention of Jerusalem Council

(Acts 15)

_ Southern Theory

Ramsey, Bruce, Hiebert,
Guthrie, Grassmick, Hoehner,
Tenney, Benware, Griffith
Newer View (1800s)

South Galatia

Roman Province

Political Galatia

Pisidian Antioch, Iconium,
Lystra, Derbe

First Missionary Journey
(Acts 13-14; AD 49)

Present

Famine Visit (Acts 11:27-30)
AD 48-49

Paul’s first NT letter

Antioch, en route to Jerusalem
Paul Used Roman Names
Paul did Plant Churches Here
Mention of Barnabas

Paul's Sickness

Absence of Jerusalem

Council Decree

Paul's Dates (1:18; 2:1)

Why does it make any difference whether the book was written to the north or south? If it was to the south, this makes

the readers the same people as in Acts 13— 14 so that we have the scriptural background for the letter.
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Covenant Contrasts in Galatians 4:21-31

In the Book of Galatians Paul is arguing for justification by faith against Judaizers who followed up
his ministry in these churches with a heretical doctrine of justification by the law (specifically
circumcision). In chapter 3 he argues that believers are spiritual sons of Abraham because they,
like him, trust God by faith (3:1-15). Also, since the Abrahamic promise preceded the law by 430
years, salvation cannot be in the law —otherwise Abraham couldn’t have been saved hundreds of
years earlier (3:15-29).

In the next chapter Paul continues his argument for salvation by faith contrasting the Sinai covenant
(law) with the covenant of Abraham within which Christians participate. Paul contrasts these
diametrically opposing ways of salvation by contrasting Sarah and Hagar through using a figurative
teaching technique (v. 24, Gr. dAAnyopodpeva, from which we get our word “allegory”). This
Sarah-Hagar passage is not a true allegory in that true allegories do not point back to historical
persons, places, and events. For this reason the NIV translates the word as “figuratively.”

This account does not teach that physical descendants of Ishmael (Arabs) are lost while physical
descendants of Isaac (Jews) are saved! Why not? Paul specifically says that his is a spiritualized
interpretation of two covenants (v. 24) rather than people. On the other hand, in the same verse he
says that those who follow the law are indeed lost and slaves while those who place their faith in
Christ are saved and free (cf. v. 31).
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Justification is a permanent verdict by God that declares a sinner
righteous because of his faith in Christ. It enables God to continue
to see the sinner as if he were righteous even if he continues to sin.
The ground of justification is the righteousness of Christ and
therefore sin or good works has no effect on it. A person either has
the righteousness of God and is destined for heaven, or he is
condemned and is destined to hell. The righteousness of God is
given as a gift to those who trust in God’s one and only provision
for their sin: that Jesus paid the full and complete punishment by
dying in their place. See Romans 3:21-26, 4:2-9 and Ephesians
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Evangelicals and Catholics Together

lof2

THE BEREANs—:CALL

-

The Gospel
That Saves

Dave Hunt

To gain wider acceptance of the original
ECT (“Evangelicals and Catholics
Together: The Christian Mission in the Third
Millennium,” March 29, 1994), nineteen
evangelicals (Bill Bright, Charles Colson,
Richard Land, Max Lucado, Os Guinness,
J.I. Packer, et al.) and fifteen Catholics
(Jesuit Avery Dulles, Peter Kreeft, Ralph
Martin, Richard John Neuhaus, et al.) have
now signed ECT2. It would have us believe
that evangelicals and Catholics agree on the
gospel.

Onthe one hand, the document is without
significance, First of all, the fifteen Catholic
signers represent neither their Church nor
its 1 billion members. There is awide range
of belief. Many Catholic prlests and nung
and jeading ‘heoiogldns are into every

assisted by works]; purgatory [in addition
to Christ’s suffering on the cross, one must
personally suffer for sin in order to be
purified for heaven), and indulgences [one
can suffer for others, and the wearing of a
medal or scapular or saying Hail Marys or
a Mass said in honor of the dead can reduce
purgatorial suffering]; Marian devotion
and the assistance of the saints in the life
of salvation....” Every one of these points
denies the very unity which is professed
by ECT2!

n_the other hand, the document is a
valuable aid to Satan in his preparation of
the world and a false church for Antichrist.
It gives the appearance of agreement when
there is none. ECT2 creates compromise by
pretending that the issues separatmg
evangelicals and Catholics are not serious,
when actually they mark the divide between
heaven and hell. Typical of the contradic-
tions inherent in the document is the

the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth” (Rom 1:16). He also
called it “the gospel...by which also ye are
saved’ (1 Cor 15:1-2); and “‘the gospel of
your salvation” (Eph 1:13). Clearly, from
these and other verses, salvation comes
only through believing the gospel. Christ
told His disciples to go into “all the world,
and preach the gospel” (Mk 16:15), a gospel
which the Bible precisely defines.
Salvation has nothing to do with a
church, whether evangelical or Catholic.
It comes by the unchangeable, “everlast-
ing” (Rv 14:6) “gospel of God” (Rom 1:1;
15:16; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Thes 2:2,8,9; 1 Tm 1:11;
1 Pt4:17). Salvation comes on God’s terms
and by His grace and we negotiate the
gospel neither with God nor with one
another. “The Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world” (1 Jn4:14). Sal-
vation is a work of God and His Son.
We either believe itorreject it )Ne don’t
“”‘1"‘0;:1.\.” about it.

New Age heresy from mind science to
Hinduism and Buddhism.

" Secondly, the official teaching of the
Church of Rome (which claims to be
infallible and therefore cannot repent
of its errors), and the daily practice of

Catholics (who look to their Church for

It is also called the “gospel of
Christ,” (Mk 1:1; Rom 1:16; 15:19; 1 Cor 9:12,
18; 2 Cor 4:4; 9:13; 10:14; Gal 1:7; Phil 1:27;
1 Thes 3:2; 2 Thes 1:8). He is the Savior,
and salvation is His work, not ours, as
the angels said: “For unto you is born

this day in the city of David a Saviour,

salvation, however it defines and offers
it) are untouched by ECT2 and remain as
far from the biblical gospel as ever.
Thirdly, the document itself admits that
many “interrelated questions that require
further and urgent exploration” remain.
They include among others “the meaning
of baptismal regeneration [a Catholic is
omn again” in infant baptism and there is
no salvation without baptism]; the Eucharist
[Christ is being perpetually immolated on
Catholic altars as an ongoing sacrifice for
sin in denial of the full efficacy of His
once-for-all sacrifice on the cross], and
sacramental grace [“the merits and graces”
Christ won on the cross are “conferred
gradually and continually” through the
sacraments, i.e., salvation is an ongoing
process rather than an accomplished fact];
the historic uses of the language of justi-
fication as it relates to imputed and
transformative righteousness [the Catholic
must acquire enough rightousness to merit
heaven and is always in danger of losing
it, thus rejecting the truth that God “justi-
fieth the ungodly” on the merits of Christ
(Rom 4:5)]; diverse understandings of merit,
reward [for the Catholic salvation is

statement, “we commit ourselves to evan-
gelizing everyone....Evangelicals must
speak the gospel to Catholics and Catholics
to Evangelicals...‘working hard to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’
.. If evangelicals and Catholics are both
saved and united in the Spirit, then what
does “evangelizing” mean?

The Judaizers of Galatians could have
signed a similar document. In fact, theirs
would have had a much shorter list of
issues that “require further and urgent
exploration”: the relationship of the Law
to salvation. The Judaizers affirmed that
Christ died for our sins, but they added
that to be saved one must also “be circum-
cised, and keep the law” (Acts 15:1, 5, 24).
Instead of signing an agreement with the
Judaizers as though their heresy were
merely something for “further...explor-
ation,” Paul cursed them for preaching
another gospel (Gal 1:6-8). But ECT2 makes
it seem that the things upon which we
differ are inconsequential. ECT2 is an
even more deceptive document than its
predecessor!

Paul said that “the gospel of Christ...is

which is Christ the Lord” (Lk2:11). Paul
specifies the gospel that saves: “that Christ
died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures; and that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the
scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4). “I am the door,”
said Christ: “by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved” (Jn 10:9).

The gospel contains nothing about bap-
tism, good works, church membership or
attendance, tithing, sacraments or rituals,
diet or clothing. If we add anything to the
gospel, we have perverted it and thus come
under Paul’s anathema in Galatians 1:8,9!

The gospel is all about what Christ has
done. It says nothing about what Christ
must yet do, because the work of our
redemption is finished. “Christ died for our
sins.” He isn’t still dying, as Catholicism
maintains. Christ triumphantly declared,
“It is finished” (Jn 19:30)! Nor does it say
anything about what we must do, because
we can do nothing. “Not by works of right-
eousness which we have done, but accord-
ing to his mercy he saved us” (Ti 3:5); “for
by grace are ye saved, through faith...the
gift of God [is] not of works, lest any man
should boast...” (Eph 2:8-9).
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Instead of works, the gospel requires
faith. It is the power of God unto salvation
to those who believe. “Now to him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness” (Rom 4:5)...“that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16).

We could hardly make the Catholic posi-
tion clearer than by quoting New York’s
Cardinal O'Connor: “Church teaching is
that I don’t know, at any given moment,
what my eternal future will be. I can hope,
pray, do my very best—but I still don’t
know. Pope John Paul II doesn’t know
absolutely that he will go to heaven, nor does
Mother Teresa of Calcutta...” (The New York
Times, Feb. 1, 1990, B4). Nor does the average
Catholic know, because his Church has
taught him that he can’t know he is saved.
Official Catholic dogma could not be
changed no matter how many ECTs were
signed—even by the Pope himself.

Christ says, “I give unto them [My
sheep] eternal life; and they shall! never
perish” (In 10:28). Catholicism rejects that
offer and instead offers continual install-
ments of grace toward eternal life through
the priesthood and sacraments of the

New Testament Survey: Galatians

the justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus” (Rom'3:26).

Christ pleaded in the Garden, “if it be
possible {i.e., if there is any other way
mankind can be saved], let this cup pass
from me” (Mt 26:39). We know that there is
no other way or God would not have
required His beloved Son to bear the full
brunt of His wrath against sin. That men
nailed Christ to the cross would only
condemn us. But on the cross, when man
was doing his worst to his Creator, Christ
paid.the penalty for our sins in full.

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so
great salvation” (Heb 2:3)? There is no
escape because there is no other way of
salvation! Only if we accept that payment
on our behalf can we be saved. “[T]here
is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12); “what must I do to be saved?...
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:30-31)..

To “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ”
includes who He is and what He has done.
Jesus said, “...Ye are from beneath; 1 am
from above.. 1f ye believe not that 1 AM {this
is God’s name, Jahweh], ye shall die in your

174e

Evangelicals and Catholics Together (2 of 2)

many heresies, we have tried to confine
ourselves to those which impact the gospel
and the salvation of souls. It is because
the apostles in Jerusalem “walked not
uprightly according to the truth of the
gospel” that Paul rebuked them (Gal 2:14).
Tragically, the gospel is now being chal-

lenged and compromised by leading

evangelicals! Yes, evangelical leaders who
preach the gospel also compromise it. On
January 21, 1997 Larry King interviewed
Billy Graham on his program:

KING: What do you think of the other
[churches]...like Mormonism? Cath-
olicism? Other falths within the Christian
concept? ;

GRAHAM: Oh, I thmk I have a won-
derful fellowship with all of them. For
example....

KING: You re comfortable with Salt
Lake City. You’re comfortable with the
Vatican?

GRAHAM: | am very comfortable with
the Vatican. I have been to see the Pope
several times. In fact, the night — the
day that he was inaugurated, made Pope,
1 was preaching in his cathedral in
Krakow. | was his guest...[and] when he
was over here...in Columbia, South

Church, through wearing scapulars, -
earning indulgences, saying Hail Marys
and praying to the saints. Such a path-
way to heaven makes Christ a liar.

The gospel is a two-edged sword. It
declares, “He that believeth on the Son

hath everlasting life.” The same verse

Carolina...he invited me on the platform
to speak with him. I would give one talk,
and he would give the other...but I was
two-thirds of the way to China....
KING: You like this Pope?
GRAHAM: I like him very much.... He
and | agree on almost everything.
KING: Are you...are you comfortable

also says, “and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him™ (Jn 3:36). Right here we
come to the most difficult part of the
gospel to accept: that those who do not
believe it are”éternally lost—no matter
what good works they do.

The reasons for that fact are grounded
in both God’s love and His justice. God
loves us enough to correct us and to$tand

firm on what He says. Tragically, many

parents mistake sentimentality for love
and do not mean what they say, and

thereby train their children in disobedi- -

ence. “If you do thiat once'more, I'll spank
you [or some other threat],” says Mommy.
The child does it again and nothing hap-
pens. What Mommy says means nothing.
But God says what He means and means
what He says.

God’s justice requires that the infinite
penalty for sin must be paid. In payment
. we would be separated from God forever,
so He became a man through the virgin
birth to pay the penalty for us. No one can
complain against God. He has proved His
love by doing all He could for our sal-
vation. He has Himself paid the penalty
and on that basis can be both “just, and

sins” (In 8:23-24). Jesus himself says we must
believe that He is God, for He is; and no
one less than God could save us. We must
believe that the sinless One “died for our
sins,” and was buried; and that He rose
bodily from the grave. Only by believing
this gospel are we saved. So says God’s
Word.

Why couldn’t even a Mother Teresa get
to heaven by good works? Because we are
all sinners; and because once we have
broken one of God’s commandments we
“{are] guilty of all” (Jas 2:10); and “by the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight” (Rom 3:20). Keeping
the law perfectly from now on could never
make up for having already broken it.

For God to grant salvation by any other
means than faith in Christ alone would be
an insult to the One whom the Father
insisted had to endure His wrath as the
sacrifice for sin. Furthermore, God would
be breaking His own code of justice and
going back on His Word. No, even God
himself could not save earth’s most
notable “saint.” Christ’s blood avails only
for repentant sinners.

In expressing concern in these pages for

with Judaism? .

GRAHAM: Very comfortable....In New
York, they have had me to the Rabbinicat
Council to...talk with them and Rabbi
Tannenbaum, who was a great friend...he
gave me more advice and more counsel,
and | depended on him constantly,
theologically and spiritually and in every
way....

KING: Mr. Graham, if you had 30
seconds during the halftime at the
Super Bowl, what would you tell the
-audience?”

GRAHAM: [ would tell them to...think
about another game...the game of life,
and to be sure they’re on God’s side, that
God loves them and God is interested in
them, and they can pray to God, and
He'll answer their prayers.”

Billy Graham has preached the gospel,
souls have been saved, but on this occasion
he offered a false gospel without Christ or
the Cross—as he did when interviewed by
Robert Schuller on “The Hour of Power”
some months later. Paul said he had been
“put in trust with the gospel” (I Thes 2:4).
So have each of us. Let us be certain that
we keep that trust for the sake of the lost
and in honor of our Lord who paid the full
price for man’s redemption! TBC
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Fruit of the Spirit Defined

Most of us cannot fecognize what kind a tree we are looking at by seeing only its leaves
and branches. But when we see fruft on it, identifying it is simple.

The same is true of Christians. The unmistakable fiuit of God'’s Spirit in our lives is
powerful evidence that one has truly trusted Christ. Galatians 5:22-23 notes that this
fruft (singular) is love, but love includes the other eight traits as weil...

Unconditional and unselfish commitment
to others: active service 1o them

Deep happiness stemming from a
personal relationship with God, including
a sense of fulfilling His will

Wholeness, tranquility of mind, sense of
well-being, based on forgiveness

Longsuffering, steadfastness,
forbearance, willingness to wait for
others like 6od waits for us

Excellence of character towards those
of fragile nature in personality and need

Sense of ideal character, rightecusness
softened by love

Faithfulness Fidelity towards others, reliable since
God is reliable towards us

Gentleness Meekness, tamed and trained,
submissive to God's will and considerate
to others

Self-Control Self -mastery, priority of others’
concerns over selfish desires

24-Mar-00
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Fruit of the Spirit Compared

"The bt of the Sprut ¢85 love. . .7

JOY in love's strength

in love's secunity

PATIENCE in tove's endurance
KINDONESS in {ove’s conduct
COODNESS in tove’s characten
BATTHIFULNESS s {ove's condddence
CENTLENESS s tove's humility
SELF-CONTROL s {ove's victory

JOY - LOVE EXALTED
PEACE - LOVE IN REPOSE
LONGSUFFERING - LOVE ENDURING
GENTLENESS - LOVE BEING TENDER
GOODNESS - LOVE SHOWING KINDNESS
FAITHFULNESS - LOVE OVERCOMING
MEEKNESS - LOVE IN SUBMISSION
SELF-CONTROL - LOVE UNDER DISCIPLINE

L OV E
FEELINGS ATTITUDES CHARACTER BEHAVIOR
Joy Patience. Goodness Gentleness
Peace Kindness Faithfulness Self-

control

24-Mar-00



Does the Law of Moses Apply to Me?

Summarizing the Five Main Views on the Law and the Christian*

Should you as a Christian tithe? work on Saturday? charge interest to Jews? eat meat and drink milk in the same meal? The Pentateuch
addresses these, but believers today debate whether the law applies to believers today. This chart summarizes five views on this crucial issue.

' Theonomic Reformed
s Greg:Bahnsen - Willem VanGemeren

What is the Law? ) The whole Mosaic law given in the Pentateuch (enesis to Deuteronomy) but also

Same definition as the God's oral or written

views 3-5 instructions since creation amplified in the rest of the Old Testament
Who is the Law for? | The Elect All mankind Believers Believers Israel only

(Israel = Church) (Israel = Church) (Israel and Church) (Israel and Church) (Israel # Church)
Which parts of the All moral laws apply to All moral laws apply to All moral laws that stem | As with dispensationalists, God's "nioral law" before
Law apply today? people of God only in believers and unbelievers | from God's character: the Mosaic law is abolished | Moses is now called the

¢ 10 Commandments
o Leviticus 18-19 (sex)

in its entirety; however, its
moral content provides good

"law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2)
and governs believers

of every age (e.g., all
persons—including

every age; therefore, all

o "Moral law"? elect persons since

(i.e., Decalogue or
10 Commandments)

creation should observe
either the Jewish Sabbath
(Saturday, before Christ)
or "Christian Sabbath,"
(Sunday, after Christ)

unbelieving Gentiles since
creation—should observe
the Sabbath or "Christian
Sabbath," being Sunday)

(i.e., Sabbath is required
since Israel's nationhood
and prohibited sexual
practices still apply)

guidelines for Christian
living, though Christ holds
the final say through the
ministry of the Holy Spirit
in believers today; Sabbath

obedience is not consistently

applied (7)

through the Spirit's new
covenant indwelling; The
Law does not easily divide
into "parts” and is done
away with in its entirety
(Rom. 7:1-6; 1 Cor. 9:19-
21; Heb. 8:13), including
the Sabbath (Col. 2:16-17)

s Civil laws?
(i.e., judicial law)

All apply
(e.g., laws today should
require death for adultery)

Some apply
(e.g., still tithe and don't
charge believers interest)

Judicial principles (not
laws)apply since moral
laws underlie all judicial
and ceremonial laws

Only principles apply now

as the Mosaic law was given

only to Israel

None apply as these
regulated Israel alone (but
principles such as love and
compassion still apply)

e Ceremonial laws?

All five views agree that ceremonial aspects such as the sacrificial system and Jewish priesthood are now fulfilled in

Jesus Christ

What is the Both are God's "covenant | MC was added to the AC; | MC was given Like dispensationalists, MC | MC regulated Israel's life so

relationship of the of grace." They consist of | both still apply though specifically to Israel but | was conditional but AC was | she could experience the

Abrahamic Covenant | the same substance of they are similar in its moral principles are not; MC as a temporary blessings of the AC, but

to Mosaic Covenant? | God's saving relationship | substance but differentin | still relevant to all framework prescribed terms | MC is no longer operative
which makes the MC still | form and purpose believers under the AC of obedience for Israel in as it is fulfilled in Christ
apply today Law period

* This chart summarizes Stanley N. Gundry, ed. Five Views on Law and Gospel (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), where each author presents his view and responds to the other four views.

Generally speaking, views 1
In my opinion, the dispensational view has the most to commend it as law in the NT is never broken i

-2 are similar as both are Reformed (stressing continuity between the NT and OT) and these stand against views 3-5 which are alike in stressing discontinuity.
nto component parts and this view clearly distinguishes Israel from the church.

Further, it is inconsistent to change the Sabbath (Saturday) to Sunday but not apply the OT penalties for Sabbath-breaking today (i.e., death by stoning; cf. Exod. 31:14-15; 35:2).

16-Nov-01
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.Gres Bahnsen
Continuity between the
OT and NT upheld

» Desires ethics to relate
to all of life

* Sees positive aspects of
the law

Does the Law of Moses Apply to Me? (2 of 2)
Evaluating the Five Main Views on the Law and the Christian

Willem VanGemere
* Continuity between the
OT and NT upheld

= Notes Mosaic law's
foreshadowing of Christ

» Sees a convicting role
of the law today for
unbelievers

< Biblical support for
some law aspects (i.e.,
moral) being weightier
than others (Matt. 23:23)

e Holiness Code of
Leviticus 18-19 stem
from nature of God

‘Douglas J. Moo |
Accounts for new covenant
emphases under the Law of
Christ (Gal. 6:2)

Biblical in that Mosaic law
began at Sinai and ended
with Christ's death as a
temporary custodian or tutor
» Says OT Jaws repeated in (Gal. 3:19, 24-25)
the NT are applicable
* Clearly distinguishes
» Applies law principles between Israel and church
today
« Advocates continued

guidance in law of Christ

Weaknesses

+ Dividing law as moral,
civil & ceremonial not
biblically supported

* Misguided to apply
godly commands to
unregenerate man

o All "law" need not be
Mosaic (natural law and
law of Christ also exist)

e Dividing law as moral,
civil & ceremonial not
biblically supported

* Use of "law" in
differing ways
inconsistent & confusing

* Requiring Sabbath for
today contradicts NT
(Col. 2:16-17)

¢ Dividing law as moral,
civil & ceremonial not
biblically supported

e Arbitrary to pick and
choose which parts of the
law are required

» Choice of Decalogue
and Lev. 18-19 too
narrow for moral law

« Seeks to teach the
indivisibility of the law while
upholding its moral content

e Distinguishing law's
revelatory aspects (eternal,
revealing God's nature) from
regulatory (temporary, ruled
Israel) makes distinctions
within an inseparable
code—if the OT law is
essentially a unity, then why
divide it into two parts?

« Too extreme to claim that
the law has absolutely no
purpose today

« Fails to see the gospel in
the OT by demarcating Law

and Gospel into distinct, o The law is not nullified but

discontinuous eras actually upheld by faith

» The NT never applies e Unclear if moral law (Rom. 3:31)

the OT to civil matters became law of Christ

» Law condemned man . * Merges Israel and

(2 Cor. 3:9) church

Spectrum on Degree of Applicability* .
) Weightier Modified Di -

Law as fully Theonomic Reformed Issues Lutheran ispensational , Fully
applicable in abolished in
every sense every sense

* Adapted from Lee Hwee Chin, "The Applicability of the Law Today," unpublished research paper for the course "Old Testament Survey," Singapore: Singapore Bible College, 2001), 1.
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Contrasting Galatians and James

174

The letters of Galatians and James are the first two epistles in our NT, chronologically speaking.
This means that they help set the foundation of doctrinal truth for the rest of the correspondence of
Paul and the apostles. Both letters were written in the AD 40s when the church was still young in
its second decade after Christ’s ascension. Both were strong exhortations written to a more general
readership than to a single assembly. However, they differ in some notable ways:

Issues

Probable Date
Length

Faith for...
Written by...

Written to...

Audience in a...
Problem...

False...

Subject

Form

Outline

Major concern
Justification is a...
Justification before...
Justification direction

Key word

Readers’ view of Author...

 Galatians

AD 48

6 chapters

Salvation

Paul

Gentiles

Doubted his authority
Province

Heresy

Teaching

We can’t see faith
Organized, sequential
Easy to discern
Theological
Technical term

God

Vertical

Justification

 James -

AD 44

5 chapters
Demonstration
James

Jews (1:1)
Accepted his authority
Diaspora
Persecution

Living

We can see works
Repetitive, circular
Difficult to discern
Practical
Non-technical term
Man

Horizontal

Works

What other contrasts can you add to these above? Write them on the chart.

The church needs both of these books as together they provide both the theological and practical

balance we each need as believers. May you become an expert in both books and subjects!

6-Feb-07
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Ephesians

 Jen-Gentle UnityShowninLove

Unity as Equals Love as Testimony
Chapters 1-3 Chapters 4-6

Doctrine Application

Position Practice
Belief Behaviour

Privileges Responsibilities

Salutation Position | Reconciliation | Uniqueness Unity Holiness Submission | Reliance Love
1:1-2 1:3-23 2 3 4:1-16 4:17-5:20 5:21-6:9 6:10-20 6:21-24
Rome
Fall AD 60 (first Roman imprisonment)

Key Word: Unity

Key Verses: “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the callin you have
Key Verses g
received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (4:1-3).

Summary Statement: Paul explains God's mystery—the unity of Jews and Gentiles in the Church who
are equal positionally—to exhort these two groups at Ephesus to live worthy of this calling through a
unified love for one another as a testimony to the world.

Application:

Do you really believe you are equal with other members of the body of Christ?
* Filipino maids?

* Former Muslims (Malays)?

* Believers at Changi Prison?

e Poor churches of India, Myanmar, Bangladesh, etc.?

How do you express your unity with believers who are different from you?

20-Dec-06
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Ephesians

Introduction

I. Title The title (Ipo¢’ Edeciove To the Ephesians) is found on all Greek manuscripts (cf. Metzger, The
Text of the New Testament, 37), including the oldest extant manuscript, p* (ca. AD 200). However,
Marcion (AD 140) entitled the letter To the Laodiceans which has led some scholars to believe the letter
was intended to be a circular epistle to various churches of which Ephesus was chief (Metzger, A Textual
Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 601).

II. Authorship

A. External Evidence: The unanimous position of the early church supported Pauline authorship but has

B.

been contradicted with nearly the opposite response among modern scholarship.

1. Ephesians had wide circulation early in the second century as it appeared in the heretic Marcion's
canon (ca. AD 140), which only considered Paul's writings authoritative. It also was included
among the Pauline writings in the Muratonian canon (ca. AD 180) and the Latin and Syriac
versions of the fourth century (Guthrie, 480).

2. Despite the overwhelming patristic evidence, Ephesians has been perhaps the most disputed
Pauline epistle, beginning with Erasmus (16th century) and especially the 19th century radical
German schools (Guthrie, 482f.; Kiimmel, 357f.; Hiebert, 2:257f.).

Internal Evidence: The epistle itself strongly supports Pauline authorship, as it makes this direct
claim (1:1; 3:1), has affinities to Colossians in content and vocabulary (Guthrie, 481, 491-92), is
consistent with Pauline doctrine, and has Paul's normal structure of greeting, thanksgiving, doctrinal
portion, ethical exhortations, closing greeting, and benediction.

Despite the internal evidence for Pauline authorship, many scholars see Ephesians as pseudonymous
for several reasons: linguistic and stylistic differences compared to other Pauline writings, the belief
that pseudepigraphy was an accepted practice, the impersonal form (e.g., no forms of endearment,
lack of greetings to specific individuals) which does not address any concrete situation, the allusions
to the author not knowing the recipients (1:15; 3:2; 4:21), the lack of the words “in Ephesus” (1:1) in
the oldest manuscripts, the first-person references which “appear forced,” and supposed theological
differences with Pauline doctrine (Guthrie, 482f.; M. Barth, 38, 41-44; Kiimmel, 358f.). However, a
closer look at each of these arguments renders them often speculative and certainly inadequate to
overthrow the unanimous external evidence and weighty internal factors.

II1. Circumstances

A. Date: Acceptance of Pauline authorship and close affinities to Colossians and Philippians suggest

that he wrote Ephesians during the same house arrest from AD 60-62 (cf. Acts 28:30-31). Hoehner
dates it in the fall AD 60. Since Philemon was also written during the same confinement, these four
letters (Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon) are known as the “prison epistles.” The
liberal dating (AD 80-100) assumes non-Pauline authorship for the reasons mentioned above.

Origin/Recipients: Paul wrote to the Ephesian church while in bondage in Rome, seen in two direct
references (3:1; 4:1) and mention of his chains (6:20). Church tradition as well as the text (1:1) and
the early title support an Ephesian destination. A textual problem in which some manuscripts (eg.,
pi6 8* B* 424¢ 1739) lack the phrase “in Ephesus” (1:1) is not problematic since all manuscripts
contain the title and several good manuscripts do contain the phrase (A X¢ B3 D F G Byz Latin Syriac
Coptic). However, it may be that this letter was written as a circular letter for all of Asia originally
sent to Ephesus as the capital city, which could explain the lack of greetings to specific individuals.

21-Dec-06
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C. QOccasion: Paul had invested over two years teaching at Ephesus on his third missionary
Journey (September 53-early spring 56; Acts 19). Within four years from leaving he was
imprisoned in Rome. While there he wrote his epistle to the Colossian church which
Tychicus probably carried with the letter to Philemon since Onesimus accompanied him
(Col. 4:7-9). It makes sense that since Tychicus would pass through Ephesus en route to
Colosse that he could also deliver a letter to the Ephesians (Eph. 6:21-22) unless the
Ephesian letter was written one year earlier as proposed by Hoehner. As to why Paul felt
the need to address the Ephesian church, this has been variously explained (below).

IV. Characteristics
A. The purpose of the epistle has been explained in many ways:

1. “Ephesians is a manifesto of the love and mission of God to the world of which God's
people are to be exponents” (Markus Barth, 1:56).

2. Other less acceptable purposes which assume non-Pauline authorship are summarized by
Markus Barth (1:57f.). It has been interpreted as a cover letter for the rest of the Pauline
epistles (E. Goodspeed), a letter countering the competition in Asia Minor by John’s and
Peter’s writings (K. H. von Weizsicker), a discourse on baptism for new converts (N. A.
Dahl), a defense against second century Gnosticism (F. C. Baur), etc.

3. Believers living in a spiritually beggarly existence must appropriate their wealth in
Christ (TTTB, 399). Paul's purpose is “to make Christians more aware of their position
in Christ and to motivate them to draw upon their spiritual source in daily living: 'walk
worthy of the calling with which you were called' (4:1; see 2:10)” (TTTB, 402).

4. His aim is to encourage Jews and Gentiles to demonstrate their love for one another
since they are one in Christ (Hoehner, BKC, 2:614). This is supported by the eventual
loss of their first love for Christ (Rev. 2:4) and the 19 occurrences of the noun or verb
for “love” (dyamdw, dydnm) out of only 107 in all of Paul's writings.

B. Ephesians contains the most complete description of demonology (2:2; 6:11-16) in all of
Paul's writings. Equally important is his emphasis on the person and work of the Holy
Spirit (1:13-14; 2:17-21; 3:5, 16-19; 4:3-4, 30; 5:15-21; 6: 17-18).

C. This letter contains more doctrinal and exhortative material in the form of prayers than any
other New Testament writing (M. Barth, 1:58-59).

D. Ephesians has the longest sentences of any NT writing with eight lengthy sentences (1:3-14,
15-23; 2:1-7; 3:1-13, 14-19; 4:1-7, 11-16; 6:14-20), the first of which scholars have thought
to be the most cumbersome sentence in the Greek language (Hoehner, BKC, 2:616)!

E. Ephesians gives the fullest explanation of the unity between Jews and Gentiles of any NT
writing. This joint-body in Christ is the “mystery” hidden since OT times (3:1-13).

Argument

A key to the argument of Paul's letter to the Ephesians can be found in the distinction between
the many references to two groups designated as “we” (1:11) and “you” (1:13; 2:1). Since the
“you” clearly refers to Gentiles (2:11; 3:1) who were far away from God (2:13), by “we” Paul has
in mind Jews like himself who are part of the people of Israel and possess the covenants of promise.

This Jew-Gentile distinction is especially important since the original readers of the letter were
for the most part Ephesian Gentiles, as they are the only group addressed (1:13; 3:1). Paul, in
effect, wrote this epistle to encourage these Gentile believers of their new standing in Christ as
equal heirs with Jewish Christians. His passion was that both groups would work together for the
Lord as a testimony to the world. The manner in which this purpose is accomplished is to first lay
the doctrinal foundation of the Jew-Gentile unity (chs. 1—3), then the practical tmplications for this
new entity of both Jews and Gentiles called the Church (chs. 4—6).

2-Jan-01
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Synthesis

Jew-Gentile unity shown in love (;g%[% rgvgt N eb! . KM?
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1:15-23 Prayer for understanding " %Lf\
2 Reconciliation ‘
2:1-10 Individually Y
2:11-21 Corporately N
3 Uniqueness R .
3:1-13 Mystery , .
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4—6 Love as testimony . o]
4:1-16 Unity ﬂ o~ qn ///
4:17—5:20 Holiness T | !
5:21—6:9 Submission/headship in... |~ i .
5:21 All of life e box'Vpgrne " S
5:22—6:4 Home
5:22-24 Wives
5:25-33 Husbands
6:1-3 Children
6:4 Fathers
6:5-9 Workplace
6:5-8 Subordinates
6:9 Bosses
6:10-20 Reliance upon God
6:21-24 Love
Outline

Summary Statement for the Book

Paul explains God's mystery—the unity of Jews and Gentiles in the Church who are equal
positionally—to exhort these two groups at Ephesus to live worthy of this calling through a
unified love for one another as a testimony to the world.

I. (Chs. 1—3) Paul affirms God's calling of Gentiles into the church as equals to Jewish
believers positionally and prays for this union experientially so that God might be given

glory.

A. (1:1-2) Paul identifies himself as an apostle called by Christ and greets the Ephesian church
with a blessing in order to affirm the divine authority of the letter.

B. (1:3-23) The present position of the Gentile believers as equal to predestined Jews causes
Paul to praise God and pray that the Gentiles might fully comprehend this so as to
encourage them to want to get to know Him better.

1. (1:3-14) Paul praises God that both Jewish and Gentile believers have experienced every
spiritual blessing in Christ in order to encourage his Gentile readers that the benefits of
their redemption equal those of the predestined Jews.

2. (1:15-23) Paul prays that the Gentile Ephesian believers would have wisdom and
revelation to comprehend their exalted position in Christ as an encouragement for them
to get to know God better (cf. v. 17b).
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C. (Ch. 2) The past position of Gentile believers in their depraved state and separation from
Israel has been eradicated because of God's love, resulting in the reconciliation of Jews and
Gentiles in one body, the Church.

1. (2:1-10) God's work of grace for depraved individuals has brought about a new position
which makes them responsive to God by His love, mercy, and grace.

2. (2:11-21) Jews and Gentiles are now reconciled together in one body despite their
former separation since all are saved by grace.

D. (Ch. 3) Paul describes the unique nature of the Jew-Gentile union and prays for strengthened
love among them so that this union might result in unity to the glory of God. -

1. (3:1-13) Paul parenthetically describes the mystery never revealed until his ministry that
the Church was to be composed of a Jew-Gentile union in order to give his readers an
appreciation of the unique privilege they now have due to God's grace.- -

2. (3:14-21) Paul prays that his readers would have strengthened power and a deep
realization of the tremendous scope of God's love to strengthen the love between his
Gentile and Jewish readers in an experiential unity to the glory of God.

IL. (Chs. 4—6) Paul provides practical instruction on Christian living so that his readers
would demonstrate their Jew-Gentile unity through love in their daily experience as a
testimony to the world.

A. (4:1-16) Paul exhorts the church to practice the Jew-Gentile unity it has positionally by
ministering to one another under gifted people whom God provides so that the church might
reach its full potential in Christlikeness.

B. (4:17—5:20) Paul exhorts the believers to holiness shown through exchanging their old
lifestyles with a righteous walk in the power of the Holy Spirit so that they might be shining
testimonies to a depraved world.

C. (5:21—6:9) Paul exhorts the believers to submission and headship responsibilities in all of
life, including the church, home, and work place to show that every relationship must be
transformed by their new life in Christ.

D. (6:10-20) Paul exhorts the believers to rely upon God and His defensive and offensive
provisions to successfully defeat Satan to instruct them in their inadequacy to proclaim the
message of Christ in their own power. '

E. (6:21-24) Paul's closing remarks encourage the church to request further information from
Tychicus and to love one another.

“It’s come to my attention that there’s been a minor split in the church.”
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splendid cities was one of the jewels
on a belt of Roman lands encircling
the Mediterranean.

Located on the most direct sea and

land route to the eastern provinces of

the empire, Ephesus was an emporium
that had few equals anywhere in the
world. Certainly no city in Asia was

more famous or more populous. it

ranked with Rome, Corinth, Antioch

and Alexandria among the foremost urban
centers of the empire.

Situated on an inland harbor (now silted up), the city was
connected by a narrow channel via the Cayster River with
the Aegean Sea some three miles away. Ephesus boasted
impressive civic monuments, including, most prominently,
the temple of Artemis (Diana), one of the seven wonders of
the ancient world. Coins of the city proudly displayed the
slogan Neokoros, *'temple-warden."’

Here in Ephesus Paul preached to large crowds of people.
The silversmiths complained that he had influenced large
numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the
whole province of Asia (Ac 19:26). In one of the most
dramatic events recorded in the NT, the apostle escaped a
huge mob in the theater. This structure, located on the slope
of Mt. Pion at the end of the Arcadian Way, could seat

Magnesian
Gate

25,000 people! . Side streets (dotted lines)
Other places doubtless familiar to the apostle were the for illustration only-—
Commerical Agora, the Magnesian Gate, the Town Hall or Miles O 1 artist’s concept

**Council House,” and the Strest of the Curetes. 8 N A

The location of the lecturé hall of Tyrannus, - ¥ Assumed wall
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Ephesian Theatre

12.22*

The theatre at Ephesus could seat
more than 25,000 people. At the
time of the riot described in Acts.
a great crowd of Ephesians seized
Paul's two companions and
dragged them to the theatre,
where the city clerk eventually
succeeded in quieting the rabbie.
The Arcadian Way, on the right of
this picture, led from the theatre
towards the sea, although by
Paul's day the harhour was
already silting up.
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The Fortication Walls of the
Church of St. John

While on the cross, Jesus
placed his mother Mary into
John’s care (John 19:26-27).
Church tradition records that
John fulfilled this request by
bringing her to Ephesus
where he ministered until his
death, except for some time
on Patmos where John
receive the Revelation.

Huseyin Cimrin, Lphesus: The Metropolis of The atique age. Guney Books: ()

New Testament Survey: Ephesians

John at Ephesus
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The Temple of Artemis

180¢

_._7-

ARTEMISION
(THE TEMPLE
OF ARTEMIS)

The Temple of Artemis which was
considered as one of the Seven
Wonders of the World by the
writers of the antique world was
built in the southwest of the hill
called Ayasuluk. Today, only a few
pieces of marble and a
singlecolumn are seen there.

The source of the Artemis cult goes
back to Cybele, the mother goddess
of Anatolia. The Artemis of
Ephesus bears many features of
this very old and, at the same time,
extremely interesting Anatolian
mother goddess. During the
cxcavations, four building phases
going back to the 8. th century B.
C. other than the present one were
identified. The temple of Artemis

The Temple of Artemis (Reconstruction)

was built according to the plans of
architect Chersiphron from Crete
and his son Metagenes during the
first half of the 6 th century B. C.
on older temples. On the western
side of this temple with the
dimensions of 55 m. x 110 m. there
are columns with their drums
decorated with reliefs given as gift
by the Lydian King Croesus.

About two hundred years later after
the building of this temple it was
burned by a lunatic called
Herostratos, who wanted to be
mentioned in history, on the night
when Alexander the Great was
born (356 B. C.). The Ephesians
decided to built a larger and more
magnificient temple in place of the
burned one. The new temple was
started to be built on a platform of
3 meters high by the architect
Cheirocrates.

Alexander the Great wanted to give
40

financial aid to the temple which
was not completed in 334 B. C.
because it was burned on the night
he was born. But the proud
Ephesians refused this offer with
great dignity by saying, “How can
a god help to antoher god?”
Although the Temple of Artemis of
Ephesus was rebuilt after it was
looted and destructed with the
invasion of the Goths in 263 A. D.,
the temple lost its importance as a
result of the spread of Christianity
and its remains were used as
building material for many
buildings for centuries.

During the cxcavations made
between the years of 1869-1874 by
the English engineer J. T. Wood
and the excavations made by

D. G. Hogarth for the British
Museum between the years of
1904-1905 many pieces were sent
to England and a few to the
[stanbul Archaeological Museum.

Huseyin Cimrin, Ephesus: The Metropolis of The dntique age, Guney Books: (?)
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Ephesian Artifacts

TREASURY ROOM :
Ephesus coins, precious ring stones, and golden omaments are exhibit-
ed in this room.

BYZANTIAN
ARTIFACTS
SECTION

Ivory Frieze:

On this frieze encircling a
round object there are fig-
ures” of Roman warri-
ors.humans and horses,and
a battle is illustrated. The
fricze dated to the 2nd cen-
wry A.C. is darkened in
places because of a fire.

Garden:

In here various stone artifacts of
various periods are exhibit-
ed,but necropolis (cemetery)
finds take the upper hand.
Capitals,inscriptions, ~ funeral
stelle and sarcophagus are ex-
hibited.

TOMB FINDS ROOM

Mycenaean Vase:

The vases in the glass cabinet carry an importance as regards the history
of Ephesus. They are vases of the Mycenaean Period, dated to 1400 -
130&B.C. The vase with two handles and an octopus figure has been
urrwéan?cgnin the excevations in front of the citadel gate of the Basilica
of St John.

Reliefs with Kybele: . o

The Mother Goddess of Anatolia, Kybele,is exhibited in a corner
of the Tomb Room. Kybele is always shown with her lions, and
comprises the source of the Artemis I(E;phesia. Offerings,reliefs
and statuettes of Kybele, the Mother Goddess, are dated to the
Sth century B.C.

ARTEMIS ROOM

Colossal Artemis Ephesia Statue:

This statue, as graceful and as magnificent as a column, is dat-
ed to the Ist century A.D. The animal figures on the statue
symbolize the power of the goddess on wild animals, in addi-
tion to which motifs of bees, the symbol of Ephesus, have been
used. The egg-shaped breasts represent Artemis, the source of
fertility and life, in the most beautiful manner.

Artemis Ephesia :
This artifact unearthed
inthe excavations at the
Efes City Hall in the
year 1956 is the most
beautiful and valuable
Artemisia Ephesus, and
is dated to 124 - 175
A.D. The only differ-
ence between this and
the other Artemis is the
necklace on her breast
adomed with zodiac
(star and constellation)
symbols. It seems to
have been gilded from
the waist down in its
own period. With the
illustration of two deers
on the side, it is a copy
of the wooden statute in
the Artemision, consid-
7 ered to be one of the
\  seven wonders of the
=~ . world.

SENE A = —

EMPEROR CULTS
AND '
PORTRAITS ROOM

Frieze of the Temple of Hadrian:

The frieze is made up of four blocks and has been taken from another

construction to be put here. The friezes on the blocks relate Androcles
and the legend of the founding of Ephesus. The frieze is dated to 3rd -
4th centunes A.D.

Oican Moy, Eplens (Tufey: Guney Buss)
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Our Position in Christ

The current rage in psychological circles focuses on individual self-e
1 gic ; -esteem—how good a person feels
about himself or herself. This is not a scriptural emphasis at all. Rather than encouragingp us to exalt

self, the Bible tells us to deny self (Matt. 16:24), not think too highly of :
heart is desperately wicked (Jer. 17:9)! ighly of self (Rom. 12:3), and that the

We have no reason for good self-esteem. However, we have eve - i
: g > teem. , ry reason to walk in confid
to what God thinks of us. While this is taught in many NT books, the book of Ephesians i)rz%c;%glue

emphasizes our ppsition in Christ better than any NT book. Notice how several of the texts below
come from Ephesians. '

“Understanding your identity in Christ is

absolutely essential to your success at living the My Idcntity
victorious Christian lifel”
Satan's Lie God’s Truth
Whoam I ® You are a sinner You-are a saint {one
because you declared righteous by
I am accepted'" sometimes sin. God) who sometimes sins.

John 1:12 1am God's child.
John 15:15 {am Christ’s [riend.

S1ne You get your You get your
Rom. 5:1 1 have been justified. ) 2
1 Cor. 6:17 1 am united with the Lord, and am one spirit with Him. l(izn:glzrg;;vha( gjg trllty f;om u;hat
1Cor. 6:19:20 | have been bought with a price | belong to God. ¥ : as done for you.
1227 Christ" A
EI:C:_rl-ll 2 : :rmn : g[rlaner of Christ's body. You get your You get your
E;l;h. l;5 I have been adopted as God's child. identity from what identity from what
Eph 218 { have direet access to God through the Holy Spirit people say about you.  God says about you.
g‘;‘i lz:?) :ﬁr;b:lmkg:gﬂ::d forgiven ofall my sins. Your behavior tells Your beliel about
P you what to believe yoursel[ determines
I am secure about yoursell. your behavior.
Rom. 8:1-2 }am [ree forever from condemnation.
Rom. 8:28 Jam ar_:urcrd t;];t all things work together for good. {Adapted [rom “Resolving Spiritual Conflicts and

Rom. 83134 1am free from any condemning agalnstme Cross-Cultural Ministry” by Dr. Timothy Wamner)

Rom.8:35-39  {cannot be separated [rom the love of God.
2Cor. 1:21:22 1 have been established, anointed, and sealed by God

Col 33 1am hidden with Christ in God.
Phil 1:6 1 am confident that the good work God has begun

in me will be perfected.
Phil 3:20 {am a citizen of heaven.
2Tim. 1:7 1 have not been given a spirit of fear. but of power,

love. and 2 sound mind.
Heb. 4:16 1 can find grace and mercy in time of need.
1John5:18  §am bom of God, and the evil one cannot touch me.

I am significant... —_

MatL 5:13-14  am the saltand light of the earth.

John15:15  1am abranch of the true vine, a channel of His life.
John15:16  1have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit
Acts 1:8 Iam a personal witness of Christ’s.

1Cor. 3:16 Tam God's temple.

2Cor.5:17-21  1am a minister of reconciliation for God.

2Cor. 6:1 {am God's co-worker {1 Cor. 39).

Eph 26 1 am seated with Churist in the heavenly realm.
Eph 2:10 1am God's workmanship.
Eph 3:12 1 may approach God with freedom and confidence.
Phil 4:13 1 can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
{From “Living Free in Christ™ by Dr. Neil Anderson} Freedom in Ch""st
“The more you reaffirm who you are in Christ, the more 491 E. Lambert Road
your behavior will begin to reflect your true identity!” {From La Habra. California 90631

“Victory Over the Darkness” by Dr. Neil Anderson) Phone (562) 691-9128 Fax (562) 691-4035
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Dispensations in Ephesians

Has God required the same stipulations of all people throughout history? Certainly not! His command not to
eat from certain trees in Eden was given only to our original parents, circumcision does not apply today, the
sacrificial system is abolished, and believers worship corporately on Sunday rather than the Sabbath. While
salvation has always been by faith (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4), man has shown this faith in different ways in various
ages. There have been multiple economies or administrations under which man has lived.

Since Paul’s letter to the Ephesians emphasizes the nature of the Church, these economies are spoken of
several times in this epistle. A brief look at these verses can help us understand the uniqueness of our own
administration (dispensation) in contrast to those preceding it. :

Ephesians 3:2-6 is the clearest text that teaches the church age as a dispenéation (oikovopia):

Surely you have heard about the administration (olkovopie) of God’s grace that was given to me for you, *that
is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. “In reading this, then, you ‘
will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, Swhich was not made known to men in other
generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. ®This mystery is that
through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers
together in the promise in Christ Jesus (NIV).

The word used here, oikonomia, is a compound word from oikos (“house™) and nomos (“law”). The basic
idea of a dispensation is that of managing “house laws” as a steward. God has ultimate authority but he
delegates duties to man as his steward to fulfill specific responsibilities. When man faithfully carries out
these duties he is rewarded. But failure to discharge his responsibilities brings punishment—even a change of
dispensation. This word, oikonomia (3:2 “stewardship” NASB; “administration” NIV; “dispensation” KJV), is

also used repeatedly in the NT in this sense (Luke 16:1-4; 1 Cor. 9:17; Eph. 1:10; 3:2, 9; Col. 1:25; 1 Tim.
1:4; Paul Benware, Understanding End Times Prophecy, 87).

Note above that the Church was not even foreseen in the OT (Eph. 3:5). While Gentiles could be saved in
the OT times, to do so they needed to become Jews. The idea that they could be God’s people without
conversion to Judaism was difficult to understand even for the Jerusalem church in the book of Acts. But
Paul and other NT apostles and prophets were given revelation of this “mystery” unknown except by divine
revelation. .

The word for “administration” (NIV for oikonomia) is also used in Ephesians 3:9 where Paul notes that God
had graciously enabled him “to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages
past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.” This clearly refers to the church administration.

Ephesians 1:9-10 also notes another dispensation:

He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him
10ith a view to an administration (oikovoule) snitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of
all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth...” (NAU).

Here is yet another administration when Christ will be the ruler of both heaven and earth in a yet future age
(dispensation). Revelation 20:1-6 provides the length of this age as 1000 years, so scholars have called this
the millennial rule of Christ. The NIV translation “to be put into effect” literally is “an administration
(oikonomia, KJV “dispensation”) suitable to the fullness of the times” (NAU).

Although not specifically referred to as a dispensation, Ephesians 2:15 notes that a key ministry of Christ was
“abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.” Thus the law economy was done

away with at the death of Christ (cf. Rom. 7:7).

Therefore, Ephesians teaches at least three dispensations: law (2:15), grace (3:2,9), and the future rule of
Christ (1:9-10).

5-Mar-13
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Eternal Security in Ephesians

Can a Christian lose his salvation? Paul answers this question in his letter to the Ephesians where
he speaks of the sealing with the Holy Spirit:

1. Sphere: “The Holy Spirit is the seal. The believer is sealed with or in the Spirit. In
Ephesians 1:13 there is no preposition expressed” (Charles C. Ryrie, The Holy Spirit, 80).
In other words, technically we are not sealed “by” the Spirit but “with” the Spirit.

2. Extent: All believers are sealed. In facf; the believer’s sealing is the basis for the
exhortation not to grieve the Spirit (Eph. 4:30; cf. 2 Cor. 1:22).

3. Intent: There exist two purposes of the sealing of Christians:
a. Security: God has given us His Spirit, so He will also give us our entire inheritance in

heaven (Eph. 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22b), including redemption of our bodies (Eph. 1:13-14).
b. Ownership: It shows that God owns us (2 Cor. 1:22b, “seal of ownership™)

25-Jan-01
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What Do You Think of Prayer?

Ephesians speaks of prayer more than any of Paul’s epistles. To explore your own ideas on this
vital subject, please mark as A, U, or D to show whether you Agree, are Unsure, or Disagree with
each of the follow statements on prayer.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

God does nothing except in response to prayer

Prayer is the most important activity for the Christian

The only prayer of an unbeliever that God answers is a prayer of repentance
The more people praying for you, the better

Prayer walks (praying on site) are more effective than praying from far away
Christians should try to pray with believers living in sin

Prayerlessness is a symptom of self-sufficiency

My attitude is a barometer of my prayer life

Satan knows the inaudible prayers of our heart (i.e., he can read our minds)
Satan counterfeits answers to prayer

We should confront principalities and powers in prayer

We should pray against demons who control certain geographical areas

The type of prayer Satan hates most is praise

4-Feb-03
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The Christian’s Armor
Peter Lord, The 29-39 Plan: A Guide to Communion with God, 3" ed, (Agape Ministries, 1982), 35

THE WEAPONS
OF OUR WARFARE

PUT ON THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD

then you will be able

Stand firm, | say: o to stand your ground
' Wiy against

the schemes
of the devil.

Take salvation
for helmet.

For coat of mail,
put on
righteousness.

Buckle on the
belt of Truth.

SRR R N

For sword, take that
which the Spirit
gives you - the
words that come
from God.

~

L
I E3nsni i

Take
up
the
great
shield of faith,

with which

you

will be able to quench
all the flaming arrows

of the evil one.
Ephesians 6:11-18 NEB

Let the shoes on your
feet be the gospel of
peace, to give you firm
footing.

35

4-Feb-03
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The Weapons of Our Warfare

Ephesians 6:10-20 is a key NT passage that shows the
nature of our battle with Satan. The first part (6:10-13)
notes our dependence upon God for victory which is
underscored with the necessity of prayer in the final verses
(6:18-20). The central portion of this text (6:14-17) lists
six weapons each believer must use against our enemy.

Small Group Directions: Study those weapons assigned to
your group by filling in the chart below on these weapons.

Be sure you discuss the last column by giving some

practical ways that we can help one another deploy this
weapon with success!

Sword
{God's
Word)

{Preparation of
Gospel of Peace)

180 j

Belt (14a) Held up flowing | Integrity
robe and sword

Hypocrisy

Breastplate (14b) | Protected vital Imputed

Never being able to

against attack

organs righteousness conquer sin
Shoes (15) Gave mobility to | Availability in Uselessness in
fight anywhere evangelism sharing the gospel
Shield (16) Extinguished Faith in God Inability to fight
arrows temptations
Helmet (17a) Protected from Security of Doubt of salvation
head injury salvation
Sword (17b) Attacked the foe | God’s Word, Inadequacy of
or defended the Bible God’s Word (lies

about us or God)

Thought Questions

A.  What are the practical ways of “putting on” each item (write in last column above)?

B. Which item of spiritual armor is the strongest for you personally?

C. Which is the weakest for you?

D. What commitment to accountability are you making today to help your weakest area?
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Paul’s Prayers for NT Churches
Source Unknown (1 of 2)

Study the following prayers of Paul for churches under his. care, marking this sheet with lines to
common themes, circling similar words or concepts, showing contrasts, etc. Look for how he
prayed for others as well as what he prayed for. How does this differ from your own prayers for

people you know?

IThs. 3:12-13 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and
for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your
hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God
and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

1Ths. 5:23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2Cor. 13:7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that

people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is
right even though we may seem to have failed.

2Cor. 13:9 We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is
for your perfection.

Rom. 10;1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that
they may be saved.
2Ths. 1:11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count

you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every
good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.

Col. 1:9-12 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his
will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this
in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him
In every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and
Joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.

Col. 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends
greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand
firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.

Eph. 1:16-19 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so
that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is
like the working of his mighty strength,

19-Jan-06
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Paul’s Prayers for NT Churches
Source Unknown (2 of 2)

How do we often pray for people? We are often too shallow. Perhaps Paul’s prayer ip
Ephesians 1:16-19 can become a good checklist for godly, Word-led prayer for the saints...

* That the eyes of their hearts would be enlightened in order that they would know the
hope to which He has called them.

* That they would know the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints.

* That they would know His incomparably great power for those who believe.

*  That out of His glorious riches He would strengthen them with power through His
Spirit in their inner being.

*  That Christ would dwell in their hearts through faith.

* That they, being rooted and established in love, would have power, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.

*  That they would have power to know this love that surpasses knowledge --that you
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

*  That their love would abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so
that they would be able to discern what is best and would be pure and blameless until
the day of Christ.

* That they would be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ --to the glory and praise of God.

* That they would be active in sharing theirr faith, so that they would have a full
understanding of every good thing they had in Christ.

19-Jan-06
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Philippians

Results of Imitating Christ’s Attitude

Joy Humility Protection Peace
Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 Chapter 4
Joy (5x) Joy (7x) Joy (1x) Joy (4x)
Attitude (1x) Attitude (7x) Attitude (8x) Attitude (4x)
Suffering Submission Salvation Sanctification
Salutation | Thanks & | In Prison | Exhorted | Exemplified From From With With Always
1:1-2 Prayer Ministry 2:1-4 2:5-30 Legalism Indulgence People God 4:10-20
1:3-11 1:12-30 3:1-16 3:17-21 4:1-3 4:4-9 -
Greetings
4:21-23
Rome
Early Spring AD 62 (first Roman imprisonment)

Key Word: Attitude

Key Verse: “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 2:5).

Summary Statement: Paul exhorts the Philippian believers to imitate Christ’s attitude that they may
experience joy, humility, and peace to be protected from false teachers and disunity in the church.

Application: How do you need to show a more Christlike attitude during difficulty?

Note: Words for “joy™ total 17 times in the letter but words for “attitude™ total 20 times.

19-Dec-06
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Philippians

Introduction

I. Title The Greek for Philippians (IIpdg ®uArmnotovg To the Philippians) follows the standard practice
of naming the Pauline Epistles after their recipients.

1I. Authorship

A.

External Evidence: Scholars of nearly all persuasions believe Paul wrote Philippians. The only
exception is perhaps F. Baur of the radical 19th century German critics.

Internal Evidence: Philippians claims to be written by Paul (1:1). This is confirmed in the references
to his companion Timothy (1:1; cf. Acts 16) and the description the author gives of himself (3:4-6).

II1. Circumstances

A.

Date: Paul mentions his imprisonment (1:14) in Rome (palace guard 1:13), which places the epistle
during his first Roman imprisonment (AD 60-62). It is evident that Philippians is the last of the four
prison epistles since Ephesians lacks mention of any expected release, and Colossians and Philemon
were written at about the same time as Ephesians or shortly afterwards (AD 60-61). Therefore, the
best date for Philippians is early spring AD 62. This was just before Paul's release, accomplished in
answer to the church's prayers (1:19).

Origin/Recipients: Mention of the palace guard (1:13) and Caesar's household (4:22) indicate that
Paul wrote during his Roman imprisonment (not his captivity in Ephesus or Caesarea). Therefore,
the letter was written in Rome and sent to the colony of Philippi (1:1b) by Epaphroditus (2:25-30).

QOccasion: Paul’s “Macedonian Call” on his second missionary journey led to his planting the church
at Philippi (Aug.-Oct. AD 50). Lydia, others, and the Philippian jailer responded to the gospel, but
then government officials asked Paul and Silas to leave (Acts 16). Paul returned to the city six years
later, though probably for just a few days (between June-Nov. AD 56; Acts 20:1, 6). He wrote this
epistle to the church six years after this (AD 62), after the church had sent Epaphroditus with a gift
(4:18). Epaphroditus almost died of an illness, but when he recovered Paul sent him back to the
Philippians with the letter (2:25-30). The immediate reason for writing was to express his affection
and thanks for the church's generosity (other purposes are listed in the “Argument” section below).
Yet another key purpose was to encourage perseverance (1:27-28; 2:12; 3:13-15; 4:1) against
Judaizers who sought to require obedience to the Mosaic law (1:27-28; 3:2-4, 17-19; cf. Acts 15:1-6;
Gal. 1:6-9; 2:1-16; 3:1-5; 5:7-10; 6:12-13).

IV. Characteristics

A.

Philippians is not a systematic treatise of formal doctrine, but it contains the most significant
christological passage in the Pauline epistles (2:5-11), cited as an example of humility. This passage
is often called the kenosis passage since it refers to Christ's emptying (Gr. kevdw, “to empty”) His
rights (not deity) as God. These seven verses provide profound insights into His preexistence,
incarnation, humiliation, and exaltation (7T7B, 408).

Although authorship has rarely been debated in regard to Philippians, the unity has been strongly
challenged. Some suggest several interpolations written by Paul at a different time. Particularly at
issue are: (1) a sudden change in tone from affection to warning and from the posture of fellow
worker to an assertion of authority (3:1a verses 3:1b) and (2) the so-called poetic hymn in the midst
of prose (2:6-11). The first issue is not significant when one allows Paul a change of disposition as
he writes and secondly, the insertion of a well-known or even Pauline “hymn” does not affect the
inspiration of the letter.

21-Dec-06
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C. Central Theme: Philippians is one of the most studied biblical books, resulting in differing

ideas on the theme. Here are some examples of the central idea (from least to most likely):

1. Living the Christian life (Robert P. Lightner, “Philippians,” BKC, 2:647) is offered as a
theme but this is too general as it could be said that all NT books exhort Christian living.

2. Pastoral: Paul's warmth here is unmatched by any other epistle. “He pours out his heart
[to these] whom he prizes highly and loves profoundly” (Hendriksen, NTC, 39: cf.
Lightfoot, 66; Martin, NCBC, vii). After all, this was the first church ever in Europe.
But this theme does not account for the exhortations and doctrinal content.

3. Joy: The most popular theme for Philippians is that believers can rejoice despite their
circumstances due to Christ (Benware, 222; Wiersbe, Be Joyful; Briscoe, Bound for Joy;
William D. Lawrence, "Overcoming Under the Circumstances," DTS Video Series,
1984, 4). Joy amidst trials is an empbhasis since the words “joy” or “rejoice” or “glad”
appear 17 times in this four-chapter book (1:4, 18 [2x], 25, 26; 2:2, 17 [2x], 18 [2x], 28,
29; 3:1; 4:1, 4a, 4b, 10). Yet this theme downplays its doctrinal elements too much.

4. The Person of Christ (Alec Motyer, The Message of Philippians, BST, 22-23) is
definitely prominent as His name is noted 70 times or more. The following lists every
occurrence of “Christ,” “Jesus,” “Lord,” or pronouns referring to Him in the book:

Ch aracteristics Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter3  Chapter4
Deity (God) 2:6

Pre-eminent (Lord) 1:2,20 2:9-11 3:20-21

Returning in Power 1:6, 10 2:10, 16 3:20-21 45
Sacrificial (Cross) 1:2 2:8 3:18

Savior 3:20

Glorified Body (Resurrected) 3:10, 21
Incarnation (man) 2:6-8

Humble 2:6-8

Obedient 2:8

Selfless Interests (Servant) 2:6,21

Has a Ministry Plan 2:21,30

Provider of Needs : 4:19
Helper via the Spirit 1:19

Answers Prayer 1:19

Gives Faith to Believe 1:29

Gives Privilege of Service 1:1, 14-18, 22

Gives Ability to Glorify Him 3:3

Gives Affection for Others 1:8 2:29

Gives Righteousness (Saints) 1:1,10-11 3:9 4:21
Gives Encouragement 2:19

Gives Knowledge of Himself 3:8, 10

Gives Glory to God 1:11

Gives Grace 1:2 4:23
Gives Comfort to Us 2:1

Gives Comfort for Others 2:1

Gives Purpose for Ministry 2:16

Gives Life 1:21

Gives Ability to Do Everything 4:13
Gives Joy (Contentment) 1:18, 26 2:29 3:1 4:4,10-13
Gives Confidence (Ability to Stand) 1:13-14 2:19, 24 4:1,19
Gives Peace 1:2 4:2,7
Gives Suffering 1:13, 29 3:10

Gives Rewards 1:21, 23 3:7-8, 14

Gives Humility 2:5

Gives Unity 1:15-17 2:1-2 4:21-22

Gives New Bodies (Resurrection) 3:11
Gives Christlikeness (Exalts Himself in Us) 1:20, 27 2:5 3:10-14
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5. Multipurpose (T77B, 408): Paul had many purposes in composing this epistle to the
Philippians: he expresses affection for them (1:7), thanks them for their gift (1:5, 7;
4:10-19), updates them on his missionary work in prison (1:12f.), encourages them in
their growth (1:27f.), corrects a problem of disunity in the church (2:1-4, 14; 4:2),
encourages them of Epaphroditus’ recovery (2:25f.), warns of false teaching (1:28)—
especially legalism (3:24) and libertinism/antinomianism (3:17-19), and exhorts them
to express joy in their trials as he had in his own sufferings (3:1; 4:4).

6. Imitating the Attitude of Christ: While Philippians does emphasize the person of Christ,
the application of this truth is the focus of the book. Having Christ’s attitude (or mind)
appears to be the most all-encompassing purpose, with 2:5-11 forming the heart of the
book (Moisés Silva, WEC, 19-20; cf. see “Argument” below). This theme goes deeper
than joy (or any other positive characteristic in the book) since it explains how one can
experience these qualities during difficulty (cf. p. 186k).

Argument

As good as the above purposes are, none sums up the book as a whole except the last one—the
exhortation to have the mind or attitude of Christ. Clearly Christ is the main subject as His name
appears 70 times, but some key verbs which convey the idea of i 1m1tat1ng His thinking, attitude, or
mind appear twenty or more times (ppovéw “think, form opinion, set one's mind on, be minded, or
disposed” [BAGD] 1:7; 2:2a, 2b, 5; 3:15a, 15b, 16 [Byz.], 19; 4.2, 10a, 10b; T]YEO]JGI “think,
consider, regard, lead, ou1de” [BAGD] 2:3, 6, 25; 3:7, 8a, 8b; oxoméw “notice, consider” 2:4: 3:17;
AoytCopa reckon consider” 3: 13; 4:8). This is supported with many “knowledge terms (esp.
1: 9 11; 3:8-10) “which include, but are not restricted to, purely intellectual concerns” (Silva, 20).

Therefore, the concept of imitating Christ's attitude in difficulty appears more times (over 20)
than the theme of rejoicing and should be given at least as much weight (3:10). Each chapter bears
out this emphasis since having Christ's attitude produces: joy in adver51ty (ch. 1), humility leading
to unity (ch. 2), protection from legalistic or libertine teaching (ch. 3), and peace with God and man
in all circumstances (ch. 4). Paul wrote the Philippians to let them know that "as a man thinks, so is
he" (Prov. 23:7) and the best thinkers do so with Christ's attitude. Paul states the key verse in this
respect in Philippians 2:5, "Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus" (NIV), which
begins the heart of the book (2:5-11). A related concept is that of mimicking Paul (3:17; 4:9).

Synthesis
Results of imitating Christ’s attitude
1 Joy
1:1-2 Salutation
1:3-11 Thanksgiving/prayer
1:12-30 Joy in prison ministry
2 Humility
2:14 Exhorted
2:5-30 Exemplified in...
2:5-11 Christ
2:12-18 Paul
2:19-24 Timothy
2:25-30 Epaphroditus
3 Protection
3:1-16 From Legalists
3:1-3 Warning against legalists
3:4-6 Paul's former confidence in the flesh
3:7-16 Paul's present pursuit of Christlikeness
3:17-21 From Libertines
3:17-19 Warning against libertines
3:20-21 Christ's power

1-Mar-99
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4

Peace
4:1-3 Peace between two women
4:49 Peace with God
4:10-20 Peace in all circumstances
4:21-23 Affectionate greetings

QOutline

Summary Statement for the Book

Paul exhorts the Philippian believers to imitate Christ’s attitude that they may
experience joy, humility, and peace to be protected from false teachers and
disunity in the church.

I. (Ch. 1) Paul thanks and prays for the Philippians and rejoices over how his
imprisonment advanced the gospel to encourage them to see how contending
against their persecutors with Christ's attitude will give them joy as well.

A. (1:1-2) The reason Paul's introduces himself and Timothy as God's servants and greets the
Philippian church with a blessing of God's grace and peace is to serve as a foretaste of the
warmth and affection in the rest of the letter.

1.

3.

(1:1a) Authors: Paul identifies himself and his co-author Timothy as servants to set a
tone of affection (he does not refer to his authority as apostle; cf. Gal. 1:1).

(1:1b) Recipients: The Philippian church (both congregation and leaders) is addressed as
having received its holiness in Christ.

(1:2) Salutation: The Father and Son are identified as the Source of favor and harmony.

| B. (1:3-11) The reason Paul thanks the believers for their gifts and prays that their love would
multiply is so that Christ's attitude would produce greater righteousness within them.

1.

(1:3-8) Paul’s thanksgiving for the church’s partnership through their giving is done
affectionately and with the promise of God’s blessing on it.

2. (1:9-11) Paul’s prayer is that the church’s love would grow in both knowledge and

righteousness until the rapture.

C. (1:12-30) The purpose Paul rejoices over how his imprisonment advanced the gospel is to
exhort the church to rejoice with the same joyful attitude in their own trials (see p. 186c¢).

1.

(1:12-18a) Paul rejoices that the gospel has reached the Roman guard and others even
through those preaching from impure motives to help the church to also rejoice in its
own persecutors (cf. p. 186c¢). :

a. (1:12-14) The Philippians thought Paul was hindered in proclaiming the gospel
while in prison, but rather than it being hindered, it was advanced even farther.

b. (1:15-18a) Paul was so selfless that he even rejoiced that some preached the
gospel from selfish motives.

(1:18b-26) Paul rejoices that whether he is executed or released from prison doesn’t
matter since both have their advantages!

Persecutors Paul
“Aha! You like to share about Jesus? “Good! This will give me more time
I’ll imprison you!” to pray, write letters to the churches,

and share Christ with soldiers
guarding me.”
1-Mar-99
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"

“Well, then, I'll torture you! “Thank you, for in this way I can

participate in the sufferings of my
Master, Jesus.”

“Oh yeah? Then I'll kill you!” “This is the best option yet, for then
you will usher me into his presence!”

3. (1:27-30) Paul exhorts the church to faithfully contend against their own persecutors by
living worthy of Christ in unity and rejoicing (assumed).

II.(Ch. 2) Paul presents the humility of four individuals (Christ, himself,
Timothy, and Epaphroditus) as models of Christ's attitude to exhort the
church to unity through the humility of each individual member.

A. (2:1-4) Paul exhorts each member of the church to unity through a humble concern for one
another to prevent divisions in the church (see p. 186d).

B. (2:5-30) Paul illustrates how the humility of four individuals contributes to the unity of the -
body in order that the church might imitate these specific examples of selfless concern.

1. (2:5-11) Paul exhorts each member of the church to imitate the humility of Christ who
relinquished His equal rights with the Father as the ultimate example of humility to
alleviate any problems of unity within the congregation.

Philippians 2:6-11
Christ
Glory —always existed in the form of God
—decided to relinquish hold on divine rights Glony
—emptied Himself of these equal rights
—took the form of a servant by becoming man
—obeyed to the point of death

—died by crucifixion 29-11

-?- Exalterion

Lordship will be
Acknowledged

2:6-8
Humiliation

B.C./ by Johnny Hart

IT SEEMS TO ME . — WITHOUT EVEN THAT MAN HAs ‘I BELIEVING THAT
THAT SINCE THE "FALL" THINKING IT oDP— HAD NO TROUBLE. AT AL L HE cAN BE GOD.

THO HE CERTAINLY — AND YET, HE CANNOT

HOW HE WouLD Do THIS THIES THAT HE CAN BRING HIMSELF TO BELIEYE | THAT GOD

I CANNOT CONCEWVE,
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2.

(2:12-18) Paul exhorts the church to follow his own example of humility in selfless
service for them as a model of Christ's attitude to motivate them to put away divisive
complaining even in his absence (see pp. 186e-f).

(2:19-24) Paul commends Timothy as an example of Christ's selfless attitude which he
just described and indicates his intention to send him to the church to provide for them a
living model of Christ's humble attitude so they could learn unity from a godly man.

(2:25-30) Paul commends and sends Epaphroditus as a model of Christ's attitude of
humility shown in his concern that the church was distressed over his illness in order to
encourage the Philippians to demonstrate Christ's humble attitude also.

HL(Ch. 3) Paul exhorts the church to mimic his pursuit of Christlikeness rather than trust in
self-righteousness so that they will be protected from legalistic or libertine teachers by
striking a balance between law and liberty.

A. (3:1-16) Paul exhorts the Philippians towards Christlikeness by deploring his own former
self-righteousness to protect them from legalists (Judaizers denying their flesh) who place
confidence in their own righteousness (see p. 186g). :

1.
2.

(3:1-3) Paul warns the church against legalists.

(3:4-6) Paul used to be like the Judaizers when he placed confidence in his own
seemingly righteous.deeds and pedigree (cf. p. 186h). :

(3:7-16) Paul renounces his self-righteousness by setting himself up as a model of one
who seeks Christlikeness above all else.

a. (3:7-11) All his advantages are garbage compared to knowing Christ (see p. 186h).
b. (3:12-16) The church should seek Christlikeness like Paul.

*Have you renounced personal accomplishments to pursue Christlikeness (see p. 186i)?

(3:17-21) Paul exhorts the church towards Christlikeness by reminding them that Christ will
give them new bodies to protect them from libertines (antinomians indulging their flesh).

1.

2.

(3:17-19) Libertines live for today by indulging their flesh and thus should be avoided
(see p. 186)).

(3:20-21) Believers live for tomorrow by anticipating their glorified bodies.

IV.(Ch. 4) Paul notes that having Christ's attitade produces peace with God and man in all
circumstances so the church would rely upon Christ's strength as empowerment for unity
- and contentment in the church.

A.

B.

(4:1-3) Paul pleads for peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing
firm so that unity could prevail in the assembly.

(4:4-9) Paul promises peace with God by following some simple principles.

1. Rejoice (4:4).
2. Be gentle with others (4:5).
3. Pray in all circumstances (4:6-7).

4. Think about praiseworthy things (4:8-9).

(4:10-20) Paul rejoices with peace in all circumstances to let the believers know that, while
he appreciates their gift, his strength and contentment lie in Christ, who is their Source of
empowerment as well.

(4:21-23) Paul closes his letter with affectionate greetings to show his deep care for them.

18-Oct-01
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Philippi
in the Time of Paul

The Roman colony of Philippi (Colonia Augusta Julia
Philippensis) was an important city in Macedonia, )
located on the main highway leading from the eastern
provinces to Rome. This road, the Via Egnatia,

bisected the city’s forum and was the chief cause of its
prosperity and political importance. Ten miles distant

on the coast was Neapolis, the place where Paul

landed after sailing from Troas, in response to the
Macedonian vision.

As a prominent city of the gold-producing region of
Macedonia, Philippi had a proud history. Named
originally after Philip Il, the father of Alexander the

Great, the city was later honored with the name of

Julius Caesar and Augustus. Many Italian settlers

from the legions swelled the ranks of citizens

and made Philippi vigorous and polyglot. It grew from a
small settlement to a city of dignity and privilege.

Among its highest honors was the ius /talicum, by which

it enjoyed rights legally equivalent to those of Italian cities.

Ruins of the theater, the acropolis, the forum, the

baths, and the western commemorative arch

mentioned as the ‘‘gate’’ of the city in Ac 16:13 have

been found. A little farther beyond the arch at the Gangites
River is the place where Paul addressed some God-fearing
women and where Lydia was converted.

® 1989 by Gospe! Light Publications. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this Sheet for class purposes only.
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HW Verses ng

Happiness

External

Dependent on
circumstances

Emotional
response

Having what
you want

Euphoria
Effect
Res'ult |
Inconsistent

Temporary |

Joy
Internal

Independent of
circumstances

Act of the will
Wanting what
you have
Contentment
Cause
Foundation
Consistent

Eternal
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Two Ways to Relate to Others

Philippians 2:1-4

Produces grumbling
(2:14)

[Leads to division
(4:2)

Proud
(2:3a)

Considers self better
than others (2:3a)

Looks out for self
(2:4a)

Imitates Satan

S

Produces joy

(2:2a)

Leads to unity
(2:26)

Humble
(2:36)

Considers others better
than self (2:3b6)

Looks out for others
(2:46)

I'mitates Christ (2:5)
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Results of a Bad Afttitude

Philippians 2:14-16
If we complain
and argue

We won’t be
blameless and
innocent

We won’t stand
out with a
positive impact

Those who

invested in us will
wish they had
invested in others
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Results of a Good Attitude
Philippians 2:14-16

Those who invested
in us will rejoice that
their efforts had been
worth it

We will shine
like stars in the
universe

We will be blameless and
innocent, children of God
above reproach

If we do everything
without complaining
and arguing
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Balarce in the GChristian Life

¥

t

LEGALISM A Godly Balance Libertinism

Phil. 3:1-3
Legal = Law Only

Excessive Rules

Actions are Everything Actions are Something

Highly Structured
Pharisee-like
*‘god” is their Traditions
Starves the Flesh
Claim of Perfectionism
Think they’ve Arrived

Confidence
in Flesh (3:3)

Righteousness
from the Law (3:9a)

No Movies
No TV
No Music
No Wine for Merit
Unclean Foods
“Christian Sabbath”
Celibacy Required

~_Salvation can be Lost

Phil. 3:4-16
‘Standards and Liberty

Only Biblical Rules

- Some Structure
Christlike
God is Christ
Controls the Flesh
In Process (3:12-13)
Know they Haven’t

- Confidence
in Christ (3:7)

Righteousness
by Faith (3:9b)

Wholesome Movies
Wholesome TV

Wholesome Music
. No Wine/Moderation
' Moderation

Rest

- Celibacy for Ministry
. Eternal Security

b

Phil. 3:17-20
Liberty = No Law
License for Everything
Actions are Unimportant
No Structure
Glutton-like
“god” is their Stomach
Indulges the Flesh
Practice of Fatalism
Don’t Care if they Do

Confidence
in Shame (3:19¢)

Righteousness
Not Pursued (3:19d)

All Movies
ATV

All Music

Drunkenness
Gluttony
Frivolity
Sexual Immorality
Salvation can’t be Gained
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_____Paul’s Pedigree (Phil. 3:4-6)

Circumcised the eighth day This sign of participation in the Abrahamic
Covenant separated Paul from pagans and
was performed on him the exact day the OT
prescribed (Gen. 17:11-12)

Of the people of Israel Paul was a pure-blooded member of this race
chosen by God himself (not even a proselyte,
who was often viewed as “second class”)

Of the tribe of Benjamin This tribe was one of the smallest, yet it
boasted Israel’s first king (Saul)-so Paul was
not from a disreputable tribe like Dan,
Reuben, etc.

A Hebrew of Hebrews Paul did not adopt Greek ways even though
he grew up in a Greek city (Tarsus)

In regard to the law, a This sect adhered more strictly to the Mosaic
Pharisee law than any sect in mainstream society

As for zeal, persecuting the Even most Pharisees did not actively seek to
church do away with Messianic believers

As for legalistic Paul followed all 613 Pharisaical laws without
righteousness, faultless exception

14-May-08
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s@lefient for Christ

Phil. 3:7-8

1861

Paul considered his Ife's best accouplishuents vere %wﬂ8”<K7V>
colpared Tolvxmeg Christ. Which cf'ThQ-ﬂﬁouﬂmgrfgus are

potentia seurces of pride in uour cun life?

Personal

Occupational position/title
Income level

Power

Education/Degree(s)

Other

i

h
@
L
B

Social position
Friends
Spouse

House

Car
Neighborhood
Country club
Golf/sports
Children

Other

T

(7]

itual

Church position/title

Tithes, offerings, gifts

Church membership

Ministry experience or giftedness
Bible knowledge

Humility

Other

piF

T

Physical

Personal Appearance
Strength

Health

Abilities

Other

11

Is your attitude toward these things like Paul’s? Are they “rubbish” to you?

1-Mar-99
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Philippians 3:18-19

e e e

Interpretation

e i Ut R e S Pkt LS T T T e .

Mormons

ISEC

——_——

Holy Laughter

R Lo e

L Live as

. enemies of
L the cross
L of Christ

They oppose
salvation by
faith

Salvation by
works

Do not preach

the cross

t Their
' destiny is
destruction

9

They are
unsaved

Claim that
all are saved
but are not
even saved

~themselves

Claim to be

Christians but
if so, why
don’t  they

' Their god
| is  their
| stomach

Their real goal

~is pleasure

Goal is to be
a god to
have sex
with as
many
celestial
wives as
possible

- Goal

is to feel
good

Their glory
L is in their
i shame

- They’re proud

about things
that they
should be

‘ashamed of

Temple
polygamy is
the highest
goal

The spiritual

uncontrollably
‘and_cluck like

heights is to
laugh

a chicken

-preach - Christ ?

¢ Their mind
L js on
earthly
things

They have
“here-and-
now”
priorities

“Become a
god for ego

and sex”

“Don’t use
your mind and
you will feel

- great!”

o s T TG b D o i
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Imitating Christ

Mimicking Christ is one of the most practical suggestions of how to live the Christian life. If
each of us could simply ask, “What would Jesus do?” in a given situation, our behaviour would
radically change for the better.

This challenge is presented in Charles M. Sheldon’s book, In His Steps, written in 1896—over
100 years ago but still in print (Copyright: Chosen Books, 1984; Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1989;
Grand Rapids: Spire [Baker], 1994. 251 pp.). Due to a copyright error, sixteen publishers
began publishing it in the US alone and soon it was printed in 45 countries so that a
conservative estimate is 22 million copies in circulation—the world’s record next to the
Scriptures! This fiction depicts what happens when a small group of Christians commit
themselves to live as Jesus would for an entire year.

Imitating Jesus is not only the theme of the book of Philippians (2:5). Throuorhout the New
Testament we are exhorted to imitate Christ..

is Character

“For those God- foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son”
(Rom. 8:29)

u eri
“You became imitators of us and the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the
message with the joy of the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess. 1:6)

In His Maturity
“until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the stature of Christ” (Eph. 4:13)

In His Patience
“But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus

might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe and receive
eternal life” (1 Tim. 1:16)

In His Perfection

“We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone perfect in Christ” (Col. 1:28; Matt. 6:33)

In His Submission to Unjust Suffering

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leavmg you an example, that you
should follow in His steps” (1 Pet. 2:21)

ve ,
“He must become greater, I must become less important” (John 3:30) -

“...I'am in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19)

“Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did” (1 John 2:6)

30-Mar-02
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Colossians

Deity of Christ vs. Syncretistic Heresy

Supremacy/Deity Practical Instruction
Chapters 1-2 Chapters 3—4
Heretical Living Holy Living
Belief Behaviour
Greeting & Supremacy & Syncretistic Position: Practice: Conclusion
Prayer Deity Heresy Union with Holiness in 4:7-18
1:1-14 1:15-2:3 2:4-23 Christ Relationships
3:1-4 3:5-4:6
Rome
Autumn AD 61 (first Roman imprisonment)

Key Word: Deity
Key Verse: “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9).
Summary Statement: Paul instructs the Colossian church in the supremacy and deity of Christ and

exhorts practical outworking of this doctrine in order to fight a syncrefistic heresy threatening the life
and ministry of the church.

Application:

Know the New Age movement well so as to teach your church members of its heresies.

19-Dec-06
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Colossians

Introduction

L. Title: The Greek title (IIpoc Koiooooeic To the Colossians) follows the normal practice of naming
Paul’s epistles after their recipients, even though the letter was to be read in nearby Laodicea too (4:16).

II. Authorship

A.

External Evidence: Early Christian writers attributed the authorship to Paul, whereas modern radical
critics assume a second century author using Paul's name.

1. Early support for Pauline authorship comes from Justin (Dialogue 85.2; 138.2), Marcion
(Dialogue 84, 85), Irenaeus (Against Heresies 3.14.1; ca. AD 185), Tertullian (DePreascr. Haer.
7), and Clement of Alexandria (Strom. 1.1).

2. Pauline authorship was unquestioned until the 19th century German scholars denied it based
upon internal factors. Mayerhoff argued for dependency upon Ephesians and Baur with his
Tiibingen School considered the heresy combated in the letter as second century Gnosticism.

Internal Evidence: Pauline authorship is supported by several factors:
1. The letter claims to have been written by Paul (1:1, 23; 4:18).

2. The similarity of Colossians to Ephesians argues for Pauline authorship in that they were written
at about the same time (see comparison in “Characteristics” section).

3. Colossians also has many affinities especially with Paul's letter to Philemon, of which the
authenticity is impeccable (Geisler, BKC, 2:667). Both books include Timothy's name in the
salutation (1:1; Philem. 1); mention Aristarchus, Mark, Epaphras, Luke, and Demas (4:10-14;
Philem. 23-24); refer to Archippus' ministry (4:17; Philem. 2); and confirm the sending of the
slave Onesimus back to Colosse (4:9; Philem. 10).

II1. Circumstances

A.

Date: Colossians was written during Paul's first imprisonment in Rome (Feb. 60-March 62; cf. Acts
28:30; dates in this introduction are from Hoehner, 381-84). The best evidence suggests a specific
date of autumn 61.

Origin/Recipients: As mentioned above, the epistle mentions Paul's many associates (4:7-17),
especially Tychicus (4:7), who carried the Colossian and Ephesian letters (Eph. 6:21) accompanied
by Onesimus (4:9) with the letter to Philemon (Philem. 10, 12, 17). This provides evidence that the
Ephesian, Colossian, and Philemon letters all had the same origin. The other two books mention
Paul's imprisonment (Eph. 3:1; 4:1; Philem. I, 9) that was in Rome (see Ephesians notes). Therefore,
Colossians must have been written in Rome to be sent to Colosse (1:2).

Occasion: Paul had never visited Colosse when he wrote this letter. However, during his nearly
three-year ministry in nearby Ephesus (Sept 53-May 56; cf. Acts 19) he probably met (and may have
converted) Epaphras, who returned to Colosse and founded the church (1:7). Five years later, when
Epaphras heard of Paul's imprisonment, he visited the apostle and brought news of their love (1:8).

Epaphras evidently also brought news of a serious heresy plaguing the church. This prompted Paul
to pen the epistle to the Colossians for Tychicus to deliver since he was returning to Colosse with

Onesimus anyway. The nature of the heresy has been much debated, but the internal evidence

19-Dec-06
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suggests that it was the seedbed for what later developed into Gnosticism in the second century. Its
characteristics can be determined from the counterattack levied by Paul in the epistle:

L.

5.

Its Jewish nature is evident in its legalistic emphasis on following certain Old Testament laws
and ceremonies (2:16-17).

It had Greek philosophical roots in a so-called “deeper knowledge” (gnosis; 2:2b-4, 8-10) which
was revealed only to a special “elite.”

The system taught the worship of angels as mediators between man and God (2:18).

The heresy denied the deity of Christ (1:15; 2:9), and thus His supremacy (1:15b, 17a) and
ability to create (1:16) and sustain the world (1:17).

Its ascetic nature had a low view of the body (2:20-23).

It is difficult to peg the Colossian heresy with certainty since Paul nowhere gives a formal expression
of its elements, nor does he give it a name. However, the above evidence shows that it was a
syncretistic Jewish-Greek-Ascetic-Pagan cult. Nevertheless, Paul's method of combating the heresy
is to emphasize the deity and supremacy of Christ-his clear emphasis in the book.

IV. Characteristics

A. Colossians uses a number of terms found nowhere else in the New Testament.

L.

The 35 unique words include “visible” (1:16), “supremacy” (1:18), “fill up” (1:24), “philosophy”
(2:8), and “deity” (2:9; Kubo, A Reader's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, 193-97).

Paul redefines terms used by the heretical movement with an orthodox meaning (e.g., pleroma,
“fullness,” 2:9; and gnosis, “knowledge” 2:3; cf. TTTB, 413).

While many scholars interpret the use of so many unique words as evidence for non-Pauline
authorship, the unique Colossian situation calls for special vocabulary that Paul did not need to
use in his other writings (Guthrie, 553).

B. Paul uses no Old Testament references in his epistle to the Colossians.

C. Colossians gives the fullest explanation of Christ’s deity of any NT writing. Especially worth noting
are (1) “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn [‘preeminent one’] over all creation. For
by Him all things were made...” (1:15), (2) "For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in
him" (1:19), and (3) “For in Christ all the fulness of Deity lives in bodily form” (2:9).

D. The twin epistles of Ephesians and Colossians can be compared and contrasted in several ways
(adapted and expanded from 77TB, 413):

Ephesians Colossians
Similarities:
Written in prison, carried by Tychicus Written in prison, carried by Tychicus
Stresses wisdom, knowledge, fullness, Stresses wisdom, knowledge, fullness,
and mystery and mystery
First half—position First half—position
Second half-practice Second half-practice

13-Nov-06
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Ephesians
Similar passages:

“In Him we have redemption through His

1)

blood, the forgiveness of sins...” (1:7)

“to be put into effect when the times will
have reached their fulfillment—to bring
all things in heaven and on earth together
under one head, even Christ” (1:10)

1:15-17

1:18

1:19-20

1:21-23

5:22-24 (wives)
5:25-33 (husbands)
6:1-3 (children)
6:4 (fathers)

6:5-8 (slaves)

6:9 (masters)

Differences:

Emphasizes the Church
as the body of Christ

General, universal
Irenic, calm

Reflective, quiet

Colossians
Similar passages:

“in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins” (1:14)

“and through Him to reconcile to Himself
all things, whether things on earth or things
in heaven, by making peace through His
blood, shed on the cross” (1:20)

1:3-4

1:27

2:12

1:16-19

3:18 (wives)
3:19 (husbands)
3:20 (children)
3:21 (fathers)
3:22-25 (slaves)
4:1 (masters)

Emphasizes Christ
as the Head of the body

Specific, local
Polemic, concern

Spiritual conflict

Argument

Paul writes the Colossian epistle to deliver the church from a serious heresy threatening its very life since
it is attacking the deity of Christ. His response to this cult takes a two-pronged approach. He first establishes
the supremacy of Christ as God in order to deal with the theological basis of the false teaching (chs. 1-2). He
then provides practical instruction in light of the deity of Christ which, when followed, will put the enemies
of Christ to shame as they see holy living in the church (chs. 3-4). Thus the Pauline formula to successfully
fight this cult is a holy lifestyle founded in a solid christological foundation. This alone could successfully
fight a heresy which is both legalistic/ascetic (not free) and philosophical/ knowledge-oriented (not lifestyle-

oriented).

Synthesis

Supremacy/deity of Christ vs. syncretistic heresy

1-2 Supremacy/deity

1:1-14 Greeting/prayer

1:15-2:3 Supremacy/deity

2:4-23 Syncretistic opposing heresy
2:4-10 “Gnostic”
2:11-17 Legalistic
2:18-19 Mystic
2:20-23 Ascetic

190
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34 Practical instruction
3:1-4 Position: union with Christ
3:5-4:6 Practice: holiness in relationships
3:5-17 Holy living
3:5-9 Put off
3:10-17 Put on
3:18—4:6 Relationships
3:18-21 Family life
3:22-4:1 Work life
4:2-6 Public life
4:7-18 Conclusion
4:7-15 Commends fellow-workers fighting heresy
4:16-18 Distribute the letter to fight heresy

Outline

Summary Statement for the Book
Paul instructs the Colossian church in the supremacy and deity of Christ and exhorts practical

outworking of this doctrine in order to fight a syncretistic heresy threatening the life and ministry of
the church.

I. (Chs. 1-2) Paul establishes the supremacy of Christ over all things as God in order to combat the
heretical teachers who had infiltrated the Colossian church with false precepts and practices.

A. (1:1-14) Paul's greeting and prayer for the believers serves as a positive introduction to the church
which needs to know of his authority and their enabling to fight heresy.

1. (1:1-2) Paul greets the Colossian church with his title of apostle in order to establish his spiritual
authority before members of the church who would question his teaching within the letter.

2. (1:3-14) Paul offers a prayer of thanksgiving for the fruitfulness of the Colossians’ faith and
petition that they would realize their high standing in Christ in order to let them know of God's

adequacy in them to fight the false teaching in their midst.

B. (1:15-2:3) Paul establishes the supremacy of Christ over all things in His Person as God and in His
work as Redeemer so that the believers might realize that his labors on their behalf have not been in
vain.

C. (2:4-23) Paul explains that he is emphasizing the deity of Christ to show that higher life is in Christ
in contrast to the deceptive precepts and practices attacking the church.

1. (2:4-10) “Gnosticism” is wrong since deity is in Christ.

2. (2:11-17) Legalism is wrong since reality is in Christ.

3. (2:18-19) Mysticism is wrong since headship is in Christ.
4. (2:20-23) Asceticism is wrong since immunity is in Christ.

II. (Chs.3-4) Paul provides practical instruction in light of the deity of Christ to shame the enemies of
Christ as they see holy living in the church.

A. (3:1-4) Paul affirms the believer's position in union with Christ to provide the basis for a holy
(heavenly) living rather than the sinful (earthly) living which characterizes the false teachers.

8-Jan-08
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B. (3:5-4:6) Paul instructs that the believer's practice affects every area of life and results from union
with Christ to exhort the church how to shame its enemies through holy living.

1. (3:5-17) The proper method of holy living is to replace the sins of the old life with virtues of the
new life.

(3:5-9) The first step in holy living is to put off the sins of the old life: sins of the body,
materialism, and improper speech.

(3:10-17) The next step in holy living is to put on the virtues of the new life: proper
relationships, forgiveness, love, peace, thankfulness, Scripture meditation, singing, and doing
everything for God's glory.

2. (3:18-4:6) A believer's union with Christ brings about holy living that improves relationships in
every area of life.

(3:18-21) Families improve when wives, husbands, children and fathers obey commands
concerning their roles.

(3:22-4:1) Work is harmonious when slaves work for Christ and masters treat their slaves
with fairness.

(4:2-6) Unbelievers receive a positive witness when believers pray, speak and act with
wisdom.

C. (4:7-18) Paul commends and sends greetings from his fellow-workers who have been faithful in the
face of error to affirm that the Colossians do not stand alone in their fight, then he commands
distribution of his letter to combat false teaching elsewhere.

Salvation

Worship

Sanctification

Hope
Deity
Theism

Basis

Christ + Other Ways Many Ways Through Jesus Christ
alone

God + Angels Via Spirit Guides Through the Holy
Spirit

Via Rituals and Via Enlightenment Through Holy Living -

Ceremonies in the Spirit’s power

Uncertain Reincarnation Resurrection

Christ is not God We are God Christ is God

Synecretistic Many Gods Trinity

Human Effort + Secret Human Effort Christ’s Work on the

Knowledge Cross

Adapted from the 1997 Colossians Class Presentation

8-Jan-08
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Colossians Crossword Puzzle
Adapted from a SBC Class Presentation

Let's see how much you remember. Read the questions and fill up the puzzle.
—~ .
c, ,

What type of false teaching filtering into the Colossian church emphasized knowledge?
Where was Paul when he wrote the letter?

What is the key word for the book of Colossians?

Colosse was located in what modern day country?

Who probably founded the church at Colosse?

What was the chief problem plaguing the church?

R o

Who formed the majority of the Colossian church membership?

19-Jan-02
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The Sabbath in Colosse

An Excerpt from Richard J, Griffith, “The Eschatological Significance of he Sabbath,” ThD diss., Dallas Seminary, 1990, pp. 164-171

"Of all of the statements in the New Testament, these verses most strongly refute the
Sabbatarian claim for observance of the Jewish Sabbath."' Colossians 2:16 expressly forbids
observance of the Sabbath day which served as a mere shadow of what was to come, that reality
being in Christ (v. 17). Chafer summarized Paul's argument thus, "Having the Substance, the
believer is warned against turning to the mere shadow."> Throughout Paul's ministry he fought the
continued encroachments from Judaizers who sought to place believers under the yoke of the law.
Such was the situation with the church at Colosse, which was confronted with infiltrators whose
teachings were destroying the believers' freedom under the gospel message and thus threatening a
relapse back into Judaism.

Some argue that Colossians 2:16 points not to the regular weekly Sabbath, but yearly and
monthly Sabbaths (i.e., "ceremonial" sabbaths). This is the official Seventh-day Adventist position
affirmed in the Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia:

SDA's . . . have usually held that since the context deals with ritual matters, the sabbaths here referred to are the
ceremonial sabbaths of the Jewish annual festivals "which are a shadow," or type, of which the fulfillments were
to come in Christ; that although the sequence of terms might appear to class the Sabbath with the ceremonial
holy days, the rhetorical form cannot outweigh the facts established elsewhere in the Bible, that the types and

symbols extending only to Christ do not include the Sabbath of the Decalogue.3

The eminent Seventh-day Adventist scholar Nichol also claims that Colossians 2:16
refers to the ceremonial or annual, not weekly, sabbaths.* Nearly all Adventists® and even several
non-Adventist® scholars follow this reasoning. The underlying assumption of this argument is a
distinction between the so-called "moral" and "ceremonial" aspects of the Law’ and the belief that

the designation of a weekly oafBatwy as a "shadow" (0kLe; v. 17) is inappropriate:

'M. Martin, 162.
*Chafer, Systematic Theology, 4:108.
3S'DAE, s.v. "Sabbath," by Neufeld, ed., CRS, 10:1110-1111.

“'If Paul here was referring to the weekly Sabbath of the Decalogue, then the only conclusion to reach would
be that in the Christian Era there is no weekly holy day of rest. And does Christendom, in general, believe that? No.
The sternly enforced Sunday laws of the different Christian lands . . . provide . . . proof . . . that a weekly holy day is
proper, right, and Scriptural” (Francis D. Nichol, Answers to Objections, 165; cf. 49, 166-70, 190). Unfortunately,
rather than dealing with the textual evidence, Nichol appeals to a recent practice arising from the time of the Puritans
which considers Sunday the "Christian Sabbath." This imposing of tradition upon exegesis is unacceptable.

5Others include Kenneth H. Wood, "The 'Sabbath Days' of Colossians 2:16, 17," in The Sabbath in Scripture
and History, 338-42; Paul Giem, "Sabbaton in Col. 2:16," AUSS 19 (Autumn 1981): 195-210; Donald F. Neufeld,
"Sabbath Day or Sabbath Days," Review and Herald 148 (April 15, 1971): 13; and especially the official statements of
the Adventist movement in Questions on Doctrine, 131, and the SDABC, Nichol et al., eds., 7:205-6.

®Adam Clarke, Clarke's Commentary, 6:294; A. R. Fausset, "Colossians," JFB, 6:448; Albert Barnes, Barnes'
Notes on the New Testament, 1070; John Davenant, An Exposition of the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians, 1:477-88;
Glenn N. Davies, "The Christian Sabbath," RTR 42 (May-August 1983): 39; de Lacey, "The Sabbath/Sunday Question
and the Law in the Pauline Corpus," 182-83.

"Wood, "The 'Sabbath Days' of Colossians 2:16, 17," 338. The lack of biblical support for such a distinction
has already been addressed earlier in this chapter.
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Paul can hardly be referring to the seventh-day Sabbath of the Decalogue, for the Sabbath is not a shadow of
anything, it is the reality. Further, although to some extent the Sabbath points forward to the promised rest in
Christ (see Hebrews 4), it does not obtain its primary significance from "things to come" but from an event in the

past—the creation of the world in six days (Gen. 2:2, 3; Ex. 20:8-1 1).8

Therefore, most Adventists believe that ceremonial sabbaths must be in view since the
weekly Sabbath looks back to creation whereas the ceremonial sabbaths look forward to their
fulfillment in Christ.

A second line of reasoning is also used to take away the force of Colossians 2:16. Even
if Paul is referring to the weekly Sabbath, some Adventists claim that his concern is with a
ritualistic observance of the day "as part and parcel of the works-righteousness concept of
rabbinical Judaism," not a prohibition of Sabbath observance itself. Likewise, Wood claims that
the verse indicates that "sabbaths have no value for salvation."'® A modification of this ritualistic
observance view sees not the Jewish Sabbath in view, but rather pagan "sacred days" based upon
astrological movements."! O'Brien believes that the Sabbath is in view but that Paul prohibits
observing it with the wrong (astrological) motive.'

A third argument aimed against the meaning of weekly Sabbath here is the use of the
plural form "sabbaths." Some believe that this form indicates ceremonial sabbaths.”” Bacchiocchi
acknowledges that the plural form (cePppetwy) is used for the entire week (LXX Ps. 23:1; 47:1;
93:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; Acts 20:7), so he suggests that it more properly refers to week-days
rather than to the Sabbath.'

Can these interpretations be sustained? Is Paul really speaking here of ceremonial
sabbaths, ritualistic observance of the Sabbath, pagan sabbaths, or even week-days? The best
evidence, as most scholars recognize, is that Colossians 2:16 condemns all forms of Sabbath-
keeping, including observance of the weekly Sabbath."”

8Wood, "The 'Sabbath Days' of Colossians 2:16, 17," 33; SDABC, Nichol et al., eds., 7:205-6.
9SDAE, s.v. "Sabbath,” by Neufeld, ed., 10:1110.
IOWood, "The 'Sabbath Days' of Colossians 2:16, 17," 339.

"Eduard Lohse, Colossians and Philemon, Herm, 115-16. Samuele Bacchiocchi, "Appendix: Paul and the
Sabbath," in From Sabbath to Sunday, 339-69, seems to indicate this view as well as the ceremonial view.

peter T. O'Brien, Colossians, Philemon, Word BC, 139.
BClarke, 6:294; Barnes, 1070.
“Bacchiocchi, From Sabbath to Sunday, 360; id., The Sabbath in the New Testament, 116-17.

'>T. K. Abbott, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles to the Ephesians and the Colossians,
ICC, 264; Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, 3:224-25; F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and
to the Ephesians, 113-15; Canright, Seventh-day Adventism Renounced, 282-97; H. M. Carson, Colossians and
Philemon, TNTC, 72 ("weekly festivals"); John Eadie, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul to the Colossians, 176-77,
Charles J. Ellicott, St. Paul's Epistles to the Philippians, the Colossians, and Philemon, 168 ("weekly festival");
William Hendriksen, Exposition of Colossians and Philemon, NTC, 123-24; Henry Allen Ironside, Lectures on
Colossians, 91; R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul's Epistles to the Colossians, to the Thessalonians, to
Timothy, to Titus and to Philemon, 127-28; J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and Philemon, 260;
Martin, 162-66; Curtis Vaughan, "Colossians," EBC, 11:204; Kenneth Wuest, Ephesians and Colossians in the Greek
New Testament, in Word Studies in the Greek New Testament, 1:210; Rordorf, 135; Congdon, 344-47. William Barclay
claims that the verse prohibits Gnostic and Jewish weekly sabbaths (The Letters to the Philippians, Colossians, and

Thessalonians, DBS, 145).
14-Nov-06
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Ritualistic observance is excluded in that all of the practices mentioned are deemed types.
Surely Paul would not refer to empty, ritualistic Sabbath worship as a (divinely ordained) type.
Pagan sabbaths also must be excluded for the same reason. The apostle would not say that a
heretical, astrological observance was now to be abolished because of the appearance of its
antitype. Paul warns the church not to allow others to convince them of the necessity of observing
Jewish holy days, irrespective of motivation.

The annual ("ceremonial") sabbaths also cannot be in view. All non-weekly Sabbaths are
already mentioned in the verse as they are included under "religious festivals" (€0pTfc), so another
designation for yearly and monthly Sabbaths in the same phrase would be redundant.’® This same
list of holy days in descending order of time is repeatedly used in the Old Testament, and in each
case the Sabbaths refer to the weekly day of rest and worship. The law for daily, weekly, monthly,
and yearly offerings is explained in Numbers 28-29"7 then listed in this same order many times
elsewhere in the Old Testament.”® These are the same celebrations mentioned in Colossians 2:16,
which argue convincingly against the Adventist claim that they are peculiar celebrations associated
with the Colossian heresy. The contention that ceremonial sabbaths must be in view because the
weekly Sabbath looks back at creation (not forward to something) is unwarranted. There is no
reason the day cannot have both a retrospective and prospective viewpoint. Indeed, the present
tense of TGOV eAAbvTwy ("which are to come") in Colossians 2:17 indicates that the festivals of
verse 16 are typological of things szill forthcoming."

Further evidence that the weekly Sabbath is in view stems from the New Testament
usage of the word oaPBotwy. This word is used sixty times in the New Testament in both the
singular and plural, always referring to the seventh-day Sabbath.? While Adventists themselves
admit that fifty-nine times it refers to the weekly Sabbath, they still insist based upon "context" that
Colossians 2:16 remains the only use of the word for ceremonial sabbaths.’ Such alleged
contextual evidence is lacking. It appears that the normal meaning for oofBdtwy has been
abandoned to maintain a moral/ceremonial dichotomy within the Law. Bruce adds, "When the
sabbath is mentioned in the OT or the NT with no contextual qualification, the weekly sabbath in
intended."?

Finally, the use of the plural also does not argue for the ceremonial Sabbaths in that it is
simply a Hebraism.” As such the plural is commonly used in Scripture with a singular sense in

See Congdon, 344-47; Ironside, Lectures on Colossians, 91.

YNumbers 28:3-4 (daily), 9 (Sabbath), 11 (new moon), 16, 26; 29:1, 7, 12 (five annual feasts).

18] Chron. 23:31; 2 Chron. 2:4; 8:13; 31:3; Neh. 10:33; cf. opposite order (parallel to Col. 2:16) in Ezek.
45:17; Hos. 2:11. The new moon and Sabbath are adjacent in several texts (Amos 8:5; Isa. 1:13; 2 Kings 4:23; Ezek.
46:3), which provides additional weight for the Sabbath referring to the weekly day.

This eschatological meaning is further explored in the final chapter.

20Canright, Seventh-day Adventism Renounced, 285.

*'Wood, "The 'Sabbath Days' of Colossians 2:16, 17," 339-40.

22Bruce, Colossians, 115, n. 105.

ZBoth the singular and plural forms indicate the weekly Sabbath in the New Testament: the singular

oofPatov and plural oapPatwy both stem from the Hebrew nnaY whereas the plural ooPBote stems from the

Aramaic (Xnay; cf. Acts 17:2; A. T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical
14-Nov-06
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reference to the weekly Sabbath.** The translators of the Septuagint also felt free to employ the
exact plural form (ooffBetwv) in their translation of the singular NAWT in the Decalogue itself
(Exod. 20:8; Deut. 5:12), as well as in many other passages where the singular weekly Sabbath is in
view.” Also, assuming Bacchiocchi's "week-day" view, one must wonder how Paul would be
condemning the church for an improper use of weekdays, especially in light of the Jewish emphasis
in the book. Further, how "week-days" serve as a type is never explained by Bacchiocchi.

Since the weekly Sabbath must be in view here, it remains to ask what Paul says about it.
His main purpose is to warn the Colossians not to let anyone Jjudge them regarding the observance
of the day. In other words, Paul cautions the church members against anyone convincing them of
the necessity of Sabbath observance.”® He does not declare Sabbath observance wrong per se, since
Paul's attitude about Sabbath-keeping "is that it, like many other things, does neither harm nor
good."” However, he does forbid required observance of the day. This is because the Sabbath
served as a mere shadow, whereas Christ is the substance (v. 17).

Research, 95, 105; cf. James Hope Moulton, Wilbert Francis Howard, and Nigel Turner, A Grammar of New Testament
Greek, 4 vols., 2:128, 153; George Benedict Winer, A Grammar of the Idiom of the New Testament, 177); "ooPBdra,
though plural, means 'a Sabbath day,' being, in fact, a Greek transliteration of the Aramaic, and from its form mistaken
for a plural" (Abbott, 264; cf. Lightfoot, 260).

Exod. 31:13; Lev. 19:3; Isa. 56:4; Ezek. 20:12; Matt. 12:5, 10; 28:1; Luke 4:16; Acts 13:14. The misleading
translation "sabbath days" (KJV) in Colossians 2:16 does not reflect this usage. Adventists themselves admit that the
plural often refers to a succession of weekly Sabbaths (Francis D. Nichol, ("D. F. N." in article] "Sabbath Day or
Sabbath Days?" RH, 15 April 1971, 13; SDABC, Nichol et al., eds., 7:205); nevertheless, for the most part most of
them believe follow the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary teaching that the reference refers to the ceremonial
sabbaths (cf. SDABC, Nichol et al., eds., 7:205-6).

BFor example, T Tuépo TV ooPBatwy in Exod. 35:3; Num. 15:32; 28:9 and simply TGV ooPfatwy in
Isa. 58:13 (cf. Alfred Ralfs, Septuaginta, 2 vols.).

e 1L Scofield, ed., New Scofield Reference Bible, 1194. See also the many sources at footnote 80.

“De Lacey, "The Sabbath/Sunday Question and the Law in the Pauline Corpus,"182-83.
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Introduction

“Many people think that the Trinity is impossible to understand, that it is a logical and conceptual
impossibility. The cults vehemently deny the Trinity asserting that it is a doctrine of Satan. The
non-Christian religions make sport of the doctrine saying that Christians believe in three gods.

“But it is possible to understand the Trinity. We may not have exhaustive knowledge of the
doctrine. But we can know it enough to state it clearly and understand it deeply. This provides

believers with the intellectual base to defend the faith and worship our Triune God.” !

How to Prove the Trinity

1. Begin the investigation into Scripture by starting from scratch, assuming nothing.

2. Demonstrate that the Bible teaches that there is only one God (Isa. 44:6; 1 Tim. 2:52).

3. Correctly define the Trinity: “Within the nature of the one, true God exists three Person(age)s:
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, who share the same attributes, are the same substance
(nature, essence or reality) and are in effect the one, true God.”

4. Decide who Jesus is: a lunatic (one who made false claims unknowingly), a liar (one who

made false claims knowingly) or who he said he was (one who spoke the truth).3 Assuming
Christ spoke only the truth we must believe what he says. This is recorded in the Bible, so
may we use only the Bible as our only authoritative source concerning this doctrine?

5. Show the person the reasonableness of this proposition: If three biblical Persons are all called

6. The Bible conclusively proves the above proposition in the following passages which identify
the same attributes/titles with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
Attribute/Title Father Son Holy Spirit
Called “God” (deity) 2 Pet. 1:174 Heb. 1:6-85 Acts 5:3-46
Worshipped as God Matt. 4:107 John 20:288 9
Indwells believers 1Cor.3:16a10 Col. 1:2711 1 Cor. 3:16b12
[s the truth John 3:3313 John 14:614 1 John 5:615
Raised Christ Acts 3:2616 John 10:1717 Rom. 8:1118
Omniscient (all knowing)  Ps. 139:1-519 John 16:320 1 Cor. 2:10-1121
Omnipotent (all powerful) Matt. 19:2622 Phil. 4:1323 Zech. 4:624
Omnipresent (everywhere) Jer. 23:2425 Matt. 18:2026  Ps. 139:7-1227
Has personhood John 3:1628 John 1:9-182%  John 14:1730
Helper ( Paraclete) 2 Cor. 1:3-6 1 John 2:1 John 14:2631
Forgives sin Isa. 45:2532 1 John 2:1233
Forgets sin Jer.31:3434 Heb. 8:12 Heb. 10:1735
Immutable (changeless) Mal. 3:636 Heb. 13:837
Eternal Exod. 15:1838  John 1:1-239
“IAm” Exod. 3:14 John 8:58 40
“Alpha and Omega” Rev. 1:8 Rev.22:13. 16
“First and the Last” Isa. 44:6 Rev. 1:17
Holy Isa. 6:341 Mark 1:2442 Luke 11:13

God and share the same attributes of God, but there exists o
one, true God. (If this can be demonstrated then the Trinity

Note: Underlined verses are translated correctly in the Jehovah Witness New World Translation.

nly one God, they are in effect the
is true.)
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7. Additional evidence from both the Old and New Testament reaffirms the verses on the
preceding chart to support the doctrine of the Trinity:

a. Old Testament Evidence:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The title elohim ("God") always appears in the plural (2570 times!), thus supporting the
teaching of Scripture elsewhere that God is more than one Personage (Gen. 1:1ff.).

Plural personal pronouns ("Us" rather than "Me") are used of God (Gen. 1:26; 3:22;
11:7; Isa. 6:8).

The three Persons of the Trinity appear together in the same passage as distinct from
one another (Isa. 48:16; 59:20-21; 63:7-10).

Distinctions within the nature of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit are evident in:

a) Immanuel (Messiah) as being "God with us" (Isa. 7:14).

b) The Son called "the mighty God" (Isa. 9:6).

c) The Father delegating sovereign authority to the Son (Ps. 2:7).

d) The Father sending the Holy Spirit (Ps. 104:30).

e) One LORD as distinguished from the LORD (Gen. 19:24; Hos. 1:7).

f) The Spirit of the Lord (Holy Spirit) distinct from the Father and Son (Isa. 48:16).

g) The Redeemer (who must be divine) as distinguished from the LLORD (Isa. 59:20).

h) The Father sending the Angel of Jehovah, or preincarnate Christ, who is called God
yet distinguished from Him (Gen. 16:7-13; 18:1-21; 19:1-28; 32:30; Mal. 3:1).

b) New Testament Evidence:

1Y)

2)

3)

4)

Jesus Christ is called the God incarnate (John 1:14) and the Son of Geod (Matt. 16:16)
but He was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:18, 20); however, He is never called
"the Son of the Holy Spirit." Therefore, the Spirit must be God since God conceived
Mary to produce the Son of God!

The three Persons of the Trinity are distinguished at the baptism of Christ where the
Father spoke from heaven and the Holy Spirit descended as a dove (Matt. 3:16-17).

The Father and the Comforter (Holy Spirit) are distinguished from Christ Himself
(John 14:16-17).

The Great Commission command to baptize "in the name (singular) of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit" breaks the rules of grammar by using a singular noun
("name") with three (i.e., a plural number of) genitives (Matt. 28:19). Again, in this
trinitarian prescription for baptism the three Persons are distinguished.

Many other passages distinguish between the Persons in the Godhead by listing all
three in the same passage (John 3:21-24; 4:2-31; 15:26; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:3-6; 2 Cor.
1:21; 13:14; Eph. 1:17; 2:13-22; 3:14-19; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; Jude 20-21; Rev. 1:4-5).

Misunderstandings of the Trinity

1.

2
3.
4

Tritheism: three persons who are three gods

. Modalism: one person who manifests himself in three different ways

Unitarianism: one person who is the only God

. Nonsense: one person who is at the same time three persons



Dr. Rick Griffith New Testament Survey: Colossians 196

__Denials of the Doctrine

The doctrine of the Trinity is clearly taught in the ,s;::riptures and it was emphatically affirmed in church
history from the earliest period to present. Yet the major cults of America deny the truth of the trinity.

Search Miistes, Dafics, Txas

I. The Mormons reject the Trinity.

A. Their view of the Father: God the Father is the ‘resurrected-Adam. He:.was once a man but he became a

finite god who is now populating the earth with his many celestial wives.

B. Their view of the Son: Christ is an ordinary man who became a god. He was not produced by a direct act

of the Holy Spirit but by actual sexual relations between God the Father: (Adam-géd) and Mary.

C. Their world view: Poly‘thelst:.c. They believe that many gods inhabit the universe and that man may become
a god. .

II. The Jehovah's Witnesses reject the Trinity.

most
A. Their view of the Father: Jehovah is the h:l.gh god.

B. Their view of _t_h_e Son: Jesus is "god-like" bu't not Jehovah, Prior ‘to his’ eart.hly life he was Michael the

Archange]. At his incarnation he became a man. At the resurrection Jésius.went back to his former
state as an invisible spirit bod)r.

C. Their view of the Spirit: "So the holy spirit is the invisible active force of Almighty God which
moves his servants to do his will' (Let God be True, pg. 108)., Thus, the deity and the personality of
the Holy Spirit are both denied.

D. Their view of the Trinity: "The trinity doctrine was not conceived by Jesus or the early Christians
(ibid. 1952, pg.93). "The plain truth is that this is another of “atan's attempts to keep the God-
fearing person from learning the truth of Jehovah and His Son Christ Jesus' "(ibig@ 93).

E. Their world view: Jehovah's Witnesses are monotheistic: There is one God who is st:':‘ictly one person.

IIL The Unity School of Christianity rejects the Trinity.

A. Their view of the Father: God is an impersonal force or a principle. ‘God exerc:.ses none of his attri-

butes except through the inner consciousnesses of the universe and man" (Jesus Christ Heals, Unity Sch.
of Christianity, 1944, pp  31-32). e

B. Their v:Lew of the Scn Jesus of Nazareth was a man. The Christ principle is god or the :mee.r:sonal force

totally control him that he was elevated to Jesus Christ.

C. Their view of the trinity: "The Father is a principle, the Son is that Principle revealed in creative
plan, the Holy Spirit is the executive power of both the Father and the Son carrying out that plan"
(Metaphysical Bible Dict., pg. 629).

D. Their world view: Pantheistic. God is an impersonal force. Everything that exists is God and God is all
that exists. S .

IV. The Christian Scientists reject the Trinity.

depicts him as "the divine whole, an all pervading intelligence and 1ove, a divine infinite prin cxgle
(Misc. Writings, p 16). He is not an infinite personal God. He is a divine p;mc:.ple.

B. Their view of the Son: Christ is a Qivine idea, or principle. Jesus is the human man who lived in

hlqtory Jesus the man more than any other man manifested the Christ principle and’ thus became Jesus
Christ.

C. Their world view: Christian Science is pantheistic. God is the world and the world is God

In conversations with members of Cults the Trinity is the place to begin. Probe with two kinds of questions.
Who was Jesus Christ? And ‘what is Christ's relationship’ to the Father and the §pirt? Initially answers from
cultists will sound orthodox. But as you ask questions and define terms you will quickly find a radical differ-
ence in their Christ and the person who is revealed in the Gospels.




Monarchianism
(Mono = One Arche = Ruler)
One Person One God

A second- and third-century heresy that denies the doctrine of the
Trinity maintaining that the only true God has always existed as one
Person not three Persons. The teaching exists today in two forms:

Modalistic

This view holds that God exists
as one Person Who is revealed in
history in different modes using
different names. The Father Son
and Holy Spirit are different

Dynamic
This heresy teaches that Jesus
is not God but a special man who
became (or was adopted as) the
Son of God (usually thought to
have occurred at His Baptism).

names for the same Person. \bit TWL
Therefore, the Father was born at 3
Bethlehem and crucified at - .:z“h; ‘_'.;"5
Calvary, but at the time He was ‘.ﬂi\..éé-ﬁ’ﬁ
called Jesus. Currently
. Taught by
The Watchtower

Currently Taught
by The United
Pentecostal
- Church

True Tesus Chareh dso

Trinitarianism
" (Trinus = triple)
Three Persons One God

The Biblical view of God. The Father Son and Holy Spirit are threc
separate Persons who have always existed as ONE TRUE GOD. The
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not three Gods nor are they three
names for the same Person.

Although the word Trinity is not found in the Bible, the idea
or teaching is found throughout scripture.

Currently Taught by
The Bible and Christians

Diflferent Viewls Of God‘

Tritheism
(Iri = Three,
Theos = God)

Three Persons
Three Gods

The belief that the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are three separate
Gods. This is actually a form of
Polytheism (the belief in more
that one true God.)

Currently Taught

by Mormonism
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Illustrations of the Trinity
No illustration of the Trinity can be adequate, but the following depict some of its aspects:

1. The triple point of waterr Water in a vacuum tube at zero degrees centigrade will contain
liquid, ice and vapor yet each part will still be H»O, the same substance.

2. An Egg: An egg is composed of three parts: the white, yolk and shell. However, it is one
egg.
Problem: Hlustrates "parts" of God which is unscriptural.

3. The Sun: The Sun is unapproachable (the Father) but is the source of beneficial light (the
Son) which in turn gives power to make plants grow (the Spirit).
" Problem: Impersonal illustration whereas God is a personal being.

4. A Man: A man can simultaneously be a father, son and husband although he is but one man.
Problem: Approaches modalism since it indicates three different functions for one man.

5. A Diagram: The following diagram is the best illustration of the Trinity which I have seen:

SPIRIT

Chatles Ryrie, Basic Thaokay, 55

Conclusion

“A popular statement about the Trinity goes like this, ‘Try to understand the Trinity and you will
lose your mind, but fail to understand the Trinity and you will lose your soul.” This betrays a
misunderstanding of the doctrine. The Trinity is not a logical contradiction. For God to be three
persons yet one essence is logically possible. We do know the what of the Trinity: God is three
persons but one essence. But the how of the Trinity—the exhaustive knowledge of how the
persons of the Trinity relate to one another—that is a mystery. It is what we can know coupled

with what we cannot know that compels us to worship such a great God.”43
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Trinity Study Endnotes

Note: Underlined verses are translated correctly in the Jehovah Witness New World Translation. Those with double
underline are particularly clear even in this distorted version of the Bible.

1
2

w

"The Trinity." An unpublished study outline by Search Ministries, Dallas, TX.

Deut. 4:39b; Isa. 43:10; 44:8; 45:22; Mark 12:29; Gal. 3:20; Eph. 4:5-6; Jas. 2:19; 1 Cor. 8:4-6.

For a full explanation of the "Liar, Lunatic, Lord" apologetic see Josh McDowell's Evidence that
Demands a Verdict (San Bernardino, CA: Here's Life Publishers, 1979), 103-107.

1 Cor. 1:3; Eph. 6:23; Phil. 1:12; 2:10; Col. 3:17.

Matt. 1:23; 4:6-7; Mark 2:1-12; John 1:1, 14; 5:18; 10:30; 12:44-45; 14:9-11; 15:23; 17:11, 21; 20:28;
Rom. 9:5; Phil. 2:8-11; Col. 1:15-19; 2:9; Tit 2:13; Heb. 1:1-4; 2 Pet. 1:1; 1 John 5:20; Rev. 1:8 with
1:17-18.

Matt. 1:18 with 16:16; 2 Cor. 3:17.

Exod. 20:3-5.

Matt. 2:2, 8, 11; 28:17; Heb. 1:6.

No explicit NT text (that I know of) encourages us to worship the Spirit or pray to Him.

2 Cor. 6:16.

Rom. 8:10.

John 14:17; 1 Cor. 6:19.

John 7:28; 8:26.

John 1:14; 8:32 with 8:36.

John 15:26; 16:13.

1 Thess. 1:10; Col. 2:12.

John 2:19-21.

Acts 17:31.

Matt. 10:29-30.

Col. 2:3; Heb. 4:13; Rev. 2:23.

Isa. 11:2.

Gen. 18:14; Job 42:4; Jer. 32:17; Zech. 8:6; Mark 10:27; Lk 1:37; 18:27.

Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3.

Perhaps also 1 Cor. 12:13.

> Job 22:12-14; Eph. 4:6.

Matt. 28:20; Col. 1:27.

John 14:17. '

Matt. 6:9-13.

Phil. 2:6-8.

The Holy Spirit is not a "vapor" or a "divine influence.” Only a person is referred to by the personal
pronoun "He" (John 16:8) and only a person can be quoted (Acts 13:2).

Mark 2:7; Ps. 103:3a, 12; Isa. 1:18; 44:22; 53:5; Jer. 31:34.

Mark 2:1-11; Acts 10:43; 13:38.

John 15:26.

Isa. 43:25.

The Father’s words (Jer. 31:34) are attributed to the Son (Heb. 8:12) and Spirit (Heb. 10:17). The author
could not exercise this freedom unless all three are one.

James 1:17.

Heb. 1:12.

Ps. 41:13; Rev. 1:8.

Col. 1:15; Rev. 22:13.

The seven "I am" statements in John are: 6:35; 8:12; 8:58; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1.

1 Pet. 1:15-16; Rev. 4:8; 15:4

Parallel in Luke 4:34; cf. Luke 1:35; John 6:65; Acts 2:27; 13:35; Rev. 3:7.

"The Trinity." An unpublished study outline by Search Ministries, Dallas, TX.
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Reincarnation
Responding to an Age-Old Belief

I. Some Terms

A. Reincarnation believes that after death people return to earth again in another human body
(cf. Latin carne, “flesh”). Transmigration is similar, saying one could become an animal
(bird, cow, flea, cockroach) or inanimate object (rock, piece of chalk, etc.) in the next life.
Reincarnationists say people may go through hundreds or even millions of reincarnations.

B. Karma (good and bad thoughts, words, and deeds in this life) decides the status of the new
body —economically, intellectually, physically, etc. If one earns more good karma, he or
she has a higher form in the next life, but bad karma results in lower forms of existence.

C. Pantheism (Greek pan, "all" + theism, "God") is the worldview of reincarnation in which
God is an impersonal force; the universe is God and God is the universe. Therefore every
human and all created beings are an extension of or an emanation from God. Similar to
this is panentheism that teaches that God is nat all things but God is in all things.

D. Buddhists and Hindus have long believed in reincarnation, but a recent Gallup Poll noted
that one in four Americans also believe in it. One current author, Gary Zukav, has
popularized reincarnation in his book The Seat of the Soul (Fireside, 1990; 256 pp.) and
through regular appearances on the Oprah Winfrey show. The adherents are growing.

II. Five Arguments of Reincarnation Critiqued'

A. Hypnotic regression is when someone vividly and accurately describes people, places, and
events he or she could not have previously known. But must these be from a former life?
Many “hypnotized” people have outright lied or simply not remembered the real details.
“Although hypnosis increases recall, it also increases errors... During hypnosis, you are

creating memories.”” Patients under hypnosis are also mostly children or are easily
influenced by leading questions, which is why law courts do not accept testimony under
hypnosis. Also, why is “past life recall” mostly prevalent in south and western Asia where
“stories from a former life” are viewed with admiration? If reincarnation is really true, one
should observe “past life recall” in all cultures, not just where it is believed.

B. Déja vu is a feeling that one has done a present action before (e.g., been at a certain place).
Reincarnation advocates say this place or event occurred in a previous life, but researchers
say the brain is simply fusing a similar past experience in this life with the current one.

C. Xenoglossy is a sudden ability to speak a language one has never learned. Reincarnation
attributes this to one’s previous language in a former life, but cryptoamnesia is more likely
(when one recalls previously forgotten data such as languages heard as a child).

D. Birthmarks also supposedly support reincarnation since some are similar to those on
deceased individuals. Perhaps if these were identical then the reincarnationists might have
a case, but similarity certainly does not prove that the same soul inhabited both bodies.

I This section and the following biblical section mostly summarizes Patrick Zuckerman, “The Mystery of
Reincarnation,” Richardson, TX: Probe Ministries, n.d. (htlp://www.probe.org/docs/reincarn.html or email him at
pzukeran@probe.org). He is a research associate with Probe, former pastor, and ThM graduate of Dallas Seminary.

2 Elizabeth Stark, "Hypnosis on Trial," Psychology Today (February 1984), 35.
16-Apr-02
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E. The Bible is also used to support reincarnation. While Christians agree with reincarnation
in that the immaterial part of man (soul, spirit) never dies, the Bible does not allow for
reincarnation (see below).

I11. Responses to Reincarnation
A. A Biblical Response®

1. Where explanations above fail, Scripture notes the possibility of demonic possession.
The NT has several examples of persons whose bodies and minds were controlled by
demons. These demons, while not all-knowing, have observed humans for thousands
of years and can interject knowledge into the minds of those possessed. Edgar Cayce
(father of the New Age movement) and others espousing reincarnation confess that
the “emptying” of their minds allowed demons to control them.’

2. The Bible teaches clearly that we live once. die once. and then enter our eternal state.
Hebrews 9:26b-27 states, "But now [Christ] has appeared once for all at the end of the
ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as man is destined to die
once and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once..." Jesus and all
people die but once, thus excluding reincarnation teaching within the Bible.

3. Reincarnation advocates often appeal to John 9:1-3. Here the disciples questioned
Christ whether a man was born blind due to his own sin or sin of his parents. Yet
Jewish belief at that time saw birth defects as attributed to sin by the baby in the
womb (cf. Jacob and Esau in Gen. 25:22) or to parental sin (cf. Exod. 20:5). Even
still, Jesus refuted the idea of the man’s blindness due to previous sins, S0 Christ
certainly did not believe in karma.

4. The Bible even gives examples of people after their death who did not go through the
evolutionary process taught by reincarnation. For example, Samuel was brought back
from the dead (1 Sam. 28). This would not have been possible had he already
returned to earth in another body. Also, Lazarus and especially the evil and rich man
(Luke 16) did not return to earth in further incarnations.

5. The Bible teaches resurrection into one body —not reincarnation into many bodies.
As the crops harvested first were called “firstfruits” (Exod. 23:16), so Christ’s own
resurrection is deemed the “firstfruits” of believers who have died (1 Cor. 15:20, 23).
After his resurrection, Jesus received an eternal body that resembled his mortal one.
In like manner, Christians will also be raised into new, glorious bodies—not return to
earth in different mortal bodies. Similarly, after judgment unbelievers will rise to
inhabit indestructible bodies, yet for punishment (Rev. 20:14-15; cf. Luke 16:19-31).

3 For biblical critiques of reincarnation see Mark Albrecht, Reincarnation: A Christian Critique of a New Age
Doctrine (Chicago: IVP, 1982, 1987), 35-50, 105-26; Norman L. Geisler and J. Yutaka Amano, The Reincarnation
Sensation (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1986), 105-7, 113-54; Walter Martin, The Riddle of Reincarnation (Santa Ana, CA:
Vision House, 1977); Craig S. Hawkins, Witchcraft: Exploring the World of Wicca (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996), 121-
27; and Craig S. Hawkins, Goddess Worship, Witchcraft and Neo-Paganism (Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 1998), 65-68;
cited by Hawkins, n. I at hltp://www.apologeticsinfo.org/papers/critiquereincarnation‘htm}. See also Robert M.
Bowman, "Reincarnation— Did the Church Suppress 1t?" in the Christian Research Journal, Vol. 10, no. 1 (Summer
1987): 8-12; Paul Edwards, "The Case Against Reincarnation: Part 1," Free Inquiry 6 (Fall 1986): 24-34; "The Case
Against Reincarnation: Part 2," Free Inquiry 7 (Winter 1986/87): 38-43.

“Thomas Sugue, The Story of Edgar Cayce: There is a River (Virginia Beach: Association for Research and

Enlightenment, 1973), 219, as cited by Geisler and Amano in The Reincarnation Sensation, 79.
16-Apr-02
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B. A Philosophical Response (for those who do not hold the Bible as authoritative)’

1. Reincarnation encourages murder. In the Bhagavad-Gita ("the song of God" in
Sanskrit, which is Hinduism’s most popular sacred book), the god Krishna counsels
the warrior Arjuna not to worry or mourn over killing anyone in battle. Why not?
Murder is not sin but is virtuous since it helps the murdered deal with their karma.
Krishna says that Arjuna can’t really kill anyway since, “Death is certain for the born.
Rebirth is certain for the dead. You should not grieve for what is unavoidable.... Die,
and you win heaven. Conquer, and you enjoy the earth. Stand up now, Son of Kunti,
and resolve to fight. Realize that pleasure and pain, gain and loss, victory and defeat,
are all one and the same: then go into battle. Do this and you cannot commit any sin.”®
Many reincarnation proponents agree with this concept of murder not being a sin.”

2. Reincarnation claims that everything that happens is due to choice. This choice in
one’s previous or present life may be conscious or unconscious, but each individual
still chooses it. Shirley MacLaine expressed this pitiful view after her daughter’s
acting teacher burned to death beyond recognition. MacLaine asked, “Why did she
choose to die that way?”® One occult leader claims, “Many other deaths do not seem
to be choices: accidents, illnesses, murder, the deaths of young people... But in the
occult view these deaths were not arbitrary nor beyond the control of the people
involved. The death-choices were subconscious choices, but choices just the same for
any of a myriad of reasons.” > But do even reincarnationists choose their own deaths?

3. Reincarnationists need to have every (or close to it) type of experience possible. This
may be to pay off negative karma, actualize their potential, or learn from different
experiences in their “evolution as a deity.” The witch Raymond Buckland states,
“Why should one be born crippled, another fit and strong?... because we must all
eventually experience all things."'® Sadly, life as a murderer, prostitute, rapist, and
terrorist is thus necessary in their system. Also, undergoing everything is impossible
since time marches on and no one can experience all there is in a given age.

4. Reincarnation is fatalistic, saying that whatever happens in life is the best or morally
correct course of events. No matter what happens to one, it ought to occur because, as
one witch says, it “was the best possible thing that could happen to him.”"

5 This philosophical section summarizes Craig S. Hawkins, “A Philosophical Critique of Reincarnation and
Related Worldview Correlatives,” Santa Ana, CA: Apologetics Information Ministry, 1999; rev. 7/26/00
(http://www.apologeticsinfo.org/papers/critiquereincarnation.html).

¢ Bhagavad-Gita: The Song of God, translated by Prabhavananda and Christopher Isherwood, with an
introduction by Aldous Huxley (New York: Mentor Books, 1944, 1951), 38-39.

7 Rajneesh clarifies the Bhagavad-Gita (including the section cited above): "Even if you kill someone
consciously, while fully conscious it is meditative. That is what Krishna was saying to Arjuna...Kill, murder, fully
conscious, knowing fully that no one is murdered and no one is killed....Just become the instrument of Divine hands
and know well that no one is killed, no one can be killed" (Rajneesh, The Book of the Secrets: Discourses on Vigyana
Bhairava Tantra [New York: Harper Colophon, 1977], 1:399; as quoted in John Ankerberg and John Weldon, Cult
Watch, 290). The founder of Transcendental Meditation wrote in his commentary on the Bhagavad-Gita that Arjuna
should attain "a state of consciousness which will justify any action of his and will allow him even to kill in love in
support of the purpose of evolution" (Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, On the Bhagavad Gita: A New Translation and
Commentary [Baltimore, MD: Penguin, 1974], 76; as quoted in Ankerberg and Weldon, Cult Watch, 290-91).

§ Shirley MacLaine, It's All in the Playing (New York: Bantam Books, 1987), cited by Ron Rhodes, New Age
Movement (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 17.

9 Marion Weinstein, Positive Magic: Occult Self-Help, rev. ed. (Custer, WA: Phoenix Pub., 1981), 98.

10 Raymond Buckland, Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcrajt (St. Paul: Llewellyn Pub., 1988), 17.

1 Sybil Leek, Reincarnation: The Second Chance (New York: Bantam Books, 1975), 50.
16-Apr-02



Rick Griffith, PhD New Testament Survey: Colossians 199d

5. Reincarnation leads one never to care for others. “If a women gets raped (or any other
tragedy occurs to someone) in this life, does that means she raped someone ina
previous (or will in a future) life, or committed (or will commit) some other equally
despicable act to bring about her own rape? Therefore, she is only getting what she
has sown (deserves?), thus, reaping her own karma? Hence, why should we feel sorry
for her or attempt to intervene? (Furthermore, how can we punish the rapist if he is
only fulfilling the law of karma, and actually helping the women?) These are
detestable views... if these ideas were true, one could rightly ask if anything is unjust,
wrong, or evil. But, this flies in the face of our intuition, our innate sense of
sympathy, right and wrong, good and evil, and fairness.”"*

6. Reincarnationists cannot, or at least do not. live consistent to their views. If devout
reincarnationists could live consistently by their philosophy, then the following
scenario could genuinely happen: “Imagine that Shirley MacLaine's house is broken
into and that many of her valuable possessions are destroyed or stolen, and she and
her household are badly beaten-up and abused. Suppose further that just after her
assailants are done and getting ready to leave, Shirley MacLaine musters what little
strength she has and says, ‘Thank you, thank you so much. really mean it. Oh, and
don't worry about me calling the police and trying to see you punished, you have done
me a great favor. Now, actually, ] owe you a great favor; you have helped me work-
off a great [amount] of negative karma, and of course, after all I did choose to have
this happen, and besides, I needed to experience this, sooner or later, so thank you.
Have a nice day!” [...Why won’t she respond like this? We all know that this crime]
is wrong, and the perpetrators ought to be held responsible for their actions!” "

7. Reincarnation makes us unable to morally distinguish between good and evil. If all is
the way it ought to be, morality is unnecessary and irrelevant. If things that look
“had” or “evil” are actually good, how can one know whether one is accruing negative
or positive karma by “helping” others or oneself? To make such a judgment would be
arbitrary without objective standards of right and wrong. Ironically, Satan himself
promised us ability to tell right from wrong (Gen. 3:5b). What a lie.

8. Reincarnation teaches that the divinity is responsible for all the pain, suffering. and
evil that has. does, or ever will exist. This is the ultimate conclusion to the pantheistic
belief of reincarnation that “all is God.” If all is God, then both good and evil are
aspects of this One who ultimately becomes responsible for evil. Reincarnation in
witcheraft thus sustains Satan’s first lie—that sin makes us “be like God” (Gen. 3:5a).

9. Reincarnation believes that evil is eternal. In fact, “we can have no assurance that the
deity(ies) or divinity can or wants to defeat evil. Nor can we be sure that this is even
an appropriate question, since in the [pantheistic or panentheistic] worlds evil is
always part of the deity's or One's very nature.”

IV. Conclusion

Reincarnation provides no real hope for conquering evil in ourselves or our world. Reincarnation is
also a philosophy that even reincarnationists do not believe. They intuitively know that right and
wrong exist, so they do not live consistent with the teaching that everything is legitimate. Instead
of helping defeat the world’s evil, reincarnation provides justification for more of it.

12 Hawkins, “A Philosophical Critique of Reincarnation and Related Worldview Correlatives,” after note 32.

13 Ibid., after note 35.

" Ibid., after note 39.
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Colossian Heresy in the True Jesus Church

1. Founder and History

Apparently this group began this century in Taiwan, but I’'m not too sure about this
since none of the sixteen pamphlets of True Jesus Church literature which I obtained
provides any historical background to the group! To me this appears to be a
conscious omission, since they believe that they alone have salvation. The logical
result of such a belief is that no one else since the New Testament church has been
saved until they came along as the “True Jesus Church, established by Jesus through
the Holy Spirit during the end-time” as “the restored true church of the apostolic
times.” However, they do correctly state, “Our church IS NOT another
denomination” (Words of Life pamphlet 16:4).

2. Teachings

a. Anti-Trinitarian: The above may sound as if the TJC believes in the Trinity, but this

is not so. Another pamphlet clears this up by declaring that “Jesus is the Heavenly
Father...Jesus is ‘Johovol’ [sic] God in the Old Testament, and so is He [sic] the
Heavenly Father, the Father of the spirits. He said, ‘I and the Father are one’ (Jn.
10:30)” (Words of Life pamphlets 12:22; 14:16). Therefore they believe in the
ancient heresy known as Modalistic Monarchianism—that there exists only one God
and one person who assumes different modes using different names.

b. Salvation: There exists an elaborate and complicated formula of several things one

must do in order to be saved. In fact, they seem to have covered all of the
“additions” taught by other groups but missed the most important—faith in Christ!

Identification with the True Jesus Church
) _
Water Baptism in the TJC with Head Bowed

+

Footwashing by a Minister of the TJC
+

Holy Communion (Transubstantiation)
+

Reception of the Holy Spirit
+
Speaking in Tongues (as the Sign of Receiving the Spirit)

Salvation!

We should praise God that becoming a Christian is not really as complicated as the True Jesus
Church has made it. They do so because they have no concept of the grace of God, shown in the
atoning death of Christ. This foundation finds little or no mention in their literature.

22-Jan-02
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ADDRESSING MAN’S RELIGIOUS NATURE

“New Nation Educational Broadsheet: 2” New Nation newspaper (April 12, 1971)

~Introduction

UNLIKE other animals, Man cooks,
laughs and makes tools. Even more
remarkable is the fact that he worships.

Throughout history, 1n every land,
Man has sought to come to terms with
something that he believes to be greater
than himself. In every human settlement
is to be found some building, place or
object used for no purpose other than
the performance of acts of worship.

Europe, the Americas, and Australia
have churches and chapels; the Moslem
world boasts its mosques; the East its
mysterious temples. In primitive lands,
while the great religions have their
converts, the gods of many other
religions are also worshipped.

In uninhabited places of the world,
there are the remains of older shrines
and temples — swallowed up in the
jungle as at Angkor Wat in Cambodia;
crumbling in the desert as in the ancient
Persian city of Persepolis; or isolated in
mid-ocean like the great mute statues on
Easter Island in the Southern Pacific.

What could all thsse structures be
about? What has impelled man through
the ages to erect them? The universality
of the human religious response
suggests that the answer to these

questions must be something funda-
mental to the human condition.

- Most people conclude that men are
animals who are not content to respond
merely to the demands of the body.
Eating, drinking, and making merry
cannot totally satisfy them. Their very
self-consciousness divides each of their
worlds into “I” and ‘“the other”; and
“the other” the mysterious “that
which is not me” — seems to demand
some sort of response, and this response
is worship.

The enormous power of Religion in
shaping and moulding society is one of
the most arresting facts about it. It is
hard to visualise the Arab world without
Islam; the East without Brahma,
Buddha, Lao-Tse or Confucius; how thé
history of Europe would have been
written if the Gospels had never been
written.

Religion obliges us to adopt a
particular attitude towards it, ourselves,
and our environment. This attitude may
be noble, grotesque, obscene or merely
superstitious. It may concentrate on
explanations or on ecstasy. But
throughout human history it is always
there, for man has always heen imbued
with an awesome sense of the
fundamental mystery of Life.

‘Rules for religious liberty

Everyone has the right to freedom ot
thought, consclence and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his
religion or bellef, and freedom, elther
alone or In community with others and
In puble or private, to manifest his
religion or bellef in teaching, practice,
worship and observance.

Article 18, Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,

SEVEN RULES FOR RELIGIOUS

LIBERTY

(Drawn up by the World Council of
Churches)

1. While maintaining clearly a

Christian basis for religious liberty the
civil liberty which Christians claim for
themselves should be guaranteed
everywhere to all men, whatever their
religion or conviction.

2. Religious liberty includes freedom

for the individual to change his religion
or belief without his social, economic or
political status being affected. This right
contains within it the right to continue
in hls belief or unbelief without

incurring from the outside either
constraint or hindrance.
3. Religious liberty in addition

includes the freedom to express one's
religion or conviction: worship, teaching,
the putting into practice and observation
of rites are the fundamental forms of
religious expression and any law on
religious liberty should directly guaran-
tee these.

4. The right to express one’s religion
or bellef should be guaranteed to
everyone, singly or in common, in public
or in private.

5. Religious liberty includes the

freedom to maintain individual or
collective links with religious communi.

ties or associations whose character
transcends national frontiers: it also
includes the freedom to express opinions
or convictions and to communicate news
and ideas by whatever means withouf
consideration of frontiers.

8. The norm for religious Illberty
should be international: it should not be
interpreted in a restrictive fashion in
order that it should conform to existing
national constitutions and laws, but
should be implemented in such a way
that national laws and constitutions
should be made to conform to the
international norm.

7. The exercise of religious liberty, in
the same way as other clvil rights,
should be submitted to limitations
defined by law only in the interests of
public order: religious rights should be
valid for all, without distinction of -
religion or conviction,
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Seven Major Worldviews

Ultimate
Reality
No God(s)
Atheism = === One God

Many Gods

Polytheism

Infinite Finite
(Mo View)

Finite godism

God is within the
world and identified

Finite
A finite God is beyond the
universe but acts within it
in limited ways. - with it.

Panentheism

Infinite

God is not
identified with
the world

God is identified
with the world.
Pantheism

A personal,
infinite God

God does not
intervene in the world
but is exclusively is beyond the
transcendent. universe but
Deism : acts within it.
Thelsm
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Great
Living Faiths
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Religion

Distribution

Date of foundation

Founder

Structure

Scripture

Ritual

After Life

Ideals

Concept of God

Divisions

Buddhism

Throughout the Far East,
Ching, Japan, Ceylon.

6th Century B.C.

Prince Gautama: the "Bud-
dha" (“Enlightened One’)

In Theravada (orthodox)
lands there is a close clergy/
laity relationship. Central
monastic organisation.

The Book of Discipline (Vin-
aya), the Discourses (Sutta
Pittaka), and the Theological
Discourses (Abhidhamma)
form the Tripitaka or "three
baskets” (three fines of
teaching). The writings were
probably collected and set
down from oral tradition. by
monks in the first century
B.C.

The practice of the Eight-
fold Path.

Temporory or permanent en-
try to the monastic priest-
hood.

The souls of all living things
are part of a transmigratory
cycle of existence. Final goai
is Nirvang, a state of extinc-
tion of desire and greed and
all suffering.

The Doctrine of Anatta: to
give up the very thought of
self in order to free the mind
of all suffering.

Basically, the Buddhist has
no god. He worships Truth
and reverences the Buddha
not as a god but as a prin-
ciple of enlightenment.

Four historical schools: Ther
avada of the Hinayana
School;

Mahayana School;
Hinayana School,

Lanka Vamsa.

Christianity

Founded in Palestine. Now
world-wide.

y 3.

Jesus Christ: “Son of God.”

Basis: Bible, Creeds, Epis-
copal transmission  of
Apostolic authority (this last
not universally accepted).

The New Testament pro-
vides basis for ali Christian
thought. At first the canon
was very loase; finally in
A.D.393 the present collec
tion of books was accepted
at a Church Council. Old
Testament also accepted by
Christians.

In most churches, God's
grace is given in the Sacro-
ments, variously defined.
Most universal: Baptism and
Communion.

In the life, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, God
overcame the power of
death, granting the possi-
bility of loving union -with
him after life on earth.

Christianity interprets all
human life through God's
revelation in Jesus. “Love
God with thy whole heart
. .. and thy neighbour as
thyself.”

God is creator of all—present
and active in his creation.
One in essence; three in his
persons: Father, Son, Holy
Spirit. God is Love.

Heresies and schisms
occurred early. Major divie
sions today are between
Roman Catholics, Eastern
(Orthodox)  Churches, and
Protestants. Ecumenism s
the modern movement aimed
at Church Unity.

Hinduism

Majority of Hindus found in
India.

Between 650 and 250 B.C.

fusion of local and invading
Aryan cults.

Depends for continuance on
thousands of independent
Brahmins and ascetics: no
overall organisation.

The Vedas (ancient hymns,
liturgies, blessings, curses
dating back as far as 1000
to 800 B.C.;

The Upanishads (over 250
mystical interpretations of
the Vedas);

The  Ramayana, Mahab-
harata, and Bhagavad-gita.

Home is centre of religious

activities. Congregational
worship as such scarcely
exists.

Belief in transmigration ot
souls to a final goal, differ-
ently described by the differ-
ent sects.

Main doctrines: transmigro-
tion of souls; all living things
have the same essence; strict

system of social classes
(castes).
Fundamental monotheism

(Brahman, the supreme
power); the hundreds of
gods -worshipped are sub-
sidiary aspects of the one
God.

Differences exist due to its
divided origin and the in-
fluences of Islam and Chris-
tianity- and have grown in
the last 200 years.

Adagted Trom the rewsgapel
New Nafion Educafional Broadshest
oAl 12197
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Islam.

Arab countries, Pakistan.

Seventh century A.D,

Mohammed, born in Mecca.

Islom. excludes intermediar-
jes between man and God,
but Imams may lead mosque
prayers and Mullohs teach.

The Koran, the verses of
- which are called suras.

Pilgrimage to Mecca; recital
of creed, divine worship,
fasting in month of Rama-
dan; aims giving.

Blessed men go to Paradise
ond see their Lord. Angels
exist; some are the watch
men of hell and others the
guardians of men.

There is but one God and
Mohammed is his prophet,
Faith requires belief in God,
angels, inspired books, prop-
hets (among whom is Jesus),
Day of Judgment.

There Is no God but one God,
the first and the last. His
name is Allah,

A.D, 657: Battle of Siffin —~
first known breach in unity
of Islam. Today, two major
sectarian divisions: Sunnites
and Shiites.

Jainism

A purely Indian religion.

Pre-600 B.C.

First historical leader: Maha-
vira.

Nucleus of the sect: a strict
monastic order with intense
discipline.

Yast Jain literature, only a
fraction  published.
often concealed.

No sharp distinction between
foymen and monks. Great
acts of penitence: paryu-
shana.

Transmigration of indestruc.
tible souls. Every “karmo“
is purged off till saul is
light enough to ascend to top
of Universe.

Many vows made, most im-
portant being never to kill
anything live, even vermin.
Matter exists only as mut-
oble. Being is indefinite.

Jains believe their religion
is millions of years old. 23
gods are worshipped, al-
though they do not care for
or influence the warld.

Many schisms. Two distinct
lines emerged in 3rd Cen.
tury B.C. —~ Swetambaras
ond Digambaras.

Books -

Judaism

Centred in {srael: now world-
wide.

Twentieth century B.C.

Traditional” founder: Abra-
ham.

Synagogue Is place of wor-
ship., No ordained priests.

Ahy Jew may learn the
Torah and becoma a Rabbi
(teacher).

The 1st five books of the
0ld Testament, variously
called: the Pentateuch, the
Books of Mases or the Torah
— law of doctrine, religion,
morals.

Five main obsarvances: Tha
Passover;
Pentecost;

"Tabernacles;
Rosh Hashanah;
Yom Kippur..

Long-standing belief in the
immortality, of the soul.

Faith In God’s omnisclence;
reward and  punishment;
coming of Messiah; Israel
chosen by cavenant as people
of the One God.

One sverlasting God, maker
of Heaven ond Earth, rules

the world. Great -strass on

unity of God, jhcorporeal and
eternal. :

Sects detached from main
body of Juddism do not
thrive. Present-day practis
ing Jews mdy be either
Orthadox (strict) or Progras-
sive. .

- anything

Shinto

Japan: loosely  organised
cuit.

Unknown.

No founder.

Priesthood is now heraditary.
Each shrine hos parishioners
{ufilo) and  worshippers -
(sukeisha).

No official canon — creed
rests on two eighth-century
texts; Kojiki and Nihon
Shoki..

Rites connacted mainly with
ceremonial purification from
any form of poliution.

Early Japanese had' only:
vague notion about lifs to

. coms. Influenced by Budd.
hism, ancestor veneration . --

grew important.

Strass on purity and perfac-
tion, Thrae purifying rituals.
Misogi, Nakatomi, and Harai.)
Morally bad ond crimigmt-
acts- not clearly distin:
guished. T

“The. way of the, Gods”
meant the way of - Kami:
native indigenaus spirits:
awe-inspiring or
with superior powers.:

State Shinyo arose in early
1800s and was abalished in
1945, Shrine Shinto is now
main survivor — wide vari:
ety of sacts,
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Time for S’por
to witke up i
vulnerabilitie

I T SHOULD not come as a shock for ) L

Singaporeans that we are also a terrorist target,

No one is spared as the Osama bin Ladens and - -

Al-Qaedas of this world seek mindless terror in the e
name of their brand of religion. o

It is time for all of us to wake up to our e
vulnerabilities, not only economically but also to | -
religious fanaticism. :

Those who empathise with Osama and Al-Qaeda, .
and their form of religion, should be stripped of their )
citizenship, so that others so inclined will know that
Singapore citizenship is a privilege, not a birthright.

It must be the religion of Satan which wants to
shed innocent blood and cause untold harm to
nations.

Certainly Prophet Muhammad did not preach
mindless violence and the killing of innocent people.
He was a prophet of peace who promoted education
and the emanéipation of women and children.

We should ban all movements which deviate from
the quintessential teachings of Buddha, Jesus,
Krishna, Muhammad, Zorasthra and other
established prophets of peace.

We can do without newfangled religions or
deviations from established ones, whose aim is
anything but religious tolerance and peace!

All Singaporeans ought to be grateful to the
ministries of Home Affairs and Defence, which keep a
24-hour vigil throughout the year so that the rest of us
can carry on with our lives in peace.

Thanks, too, to the Internal Security Department
for its superb alertness in apprehending the would-be
destroyers and potential murderers. The main lesson
here is this: Let vigilance be our second nature.

5T 9 Jano2 ANANDA PERERA

Draconian
bans will onl
 breed hatre

REFER to the letter, “Time for S'pore to wakefip

to vulnerabilities” (ST, Jan 8), by Mr Ananda ' . °

Perera. It is true that no one is spared asthe
Osamas and the Al-Qaedas of this world seek
mindless terror in the name of their religion.

.Ho'weve_r, lam surprised that one can suggest
stripping Singaporeans of their citizenship for
empatl}lslr}g with Osama and the A.l-Qaexfa.

While violence in any form is patently against all
forms of religion and no religion advocates violence,
freedom of belief rules the day. )

. Empathy does no harm, actions do, Empathising
with Osama may be an unusual point of view, but does
no harm unless it is accompanied by action. S

Bans on forms of religions deviating from the
established few, as suggested by Mr Perera, also raise
many questions. Who is to judge what is established
and wl_1a.t 1snot? And what defines a deviation?

Religious tolerance can be accomplishedonly -,
through mutual respect and understanding,- .. " - -
Draconian bans can only breed ignorance, and this °
breeds hatred. I believe Osama and Al-Qaeda’s hatred,
of America is due to such ignorance and lack of
understanding, e

Itis better to allow things to exist as they are now, ¢
under the watchful eye of tﬁe Internal Security
Department and related departments, so that
Singaporeans have the opportunity to see and learn -

* better judgment in the process. oo :

ST ID Jan 02 DANIEL ANG
Cambridge, US

T

New Testament Survey: Colossians

Singapore’s Religious Harmony
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THE STRAITS TIMES : Tuesday, Janu

ary 15,2002

N
= letter, “Draconidn-
. banswill only breed- .

“hatred” (ST, Jan 12), by.. -

<. Mr Daniel Ang.. -

.. - lLamsure subsequent. -
" revelations about the

" activities of Al-Qaeda- -
... trained empathisers in

“Singapore will make

"most thinking, sensible
- andToyal Singaporeans .

agree thatwe can do

: without such elements in”

oursociety. 7.
.Therefore, stripping. *
such “Singaporeans”of .
their citizenship for U
being traitors is justified
for the sake of peace and’
cohesion in our society.
"Such people should

" live in thie ¢ountries
" where their preferred

leaders hide and espouse .
their violent and deviant

' causes. '

© . 'Suehi traitors were.onc

.. History shaws that

publicly beheaded.

The Taleban used- -
their sports stadium to -
execute hundreds of |

 men and women:publicly

for disagreeing with~.- -

* their deviationist

teachings. ~ .

Some were killed.for -
notshrouding their faces;.
others for cofitinuing to

“read.and.educate

W

, beard.t"”

themselves, and yet some

¢“cthers fornotkeeping a.

rescribed leéngth of’

.. The:Americans learnt .

abitter lesson on Sept 11

~aboutthe impact of such -

" isstill reeling from

dastardlyact

i waitf ralearning -

Mr Ang, racial .~

- our multi-racial and-

process as advocated by

disharmony willhave - - .
destroyed the fabricofi:}-

multi-religioussociety: ..
even before this lessanis’
leatnt.- - -~ =2 A
-He also-asks: “Who is
tojudge whatis ~ v

- éstablished a;id_wha'tis_»j

not?” .

- All registered and
established religious ~_
authorities; the e

" Governmentandthe

majority of Singaporeans
shouldbe the judge.
As Senior '

Parliamentary Secretary

for Home Affairs |
Mohamad Maidin. . -

. Packersaid: “We should.

~make sure that everyone.
“'is properly qualified to_

= teachreligion:by.getting;

appropriate-. . .
certificatien.” . . .
Headded.that while..
the Islamic Religious .°
Council of Singapore, .
or Miis, did checknew . -

' teachiers to ensure their -
teachings were not .
‘deviant, it couldlook

furtherinto this coricern:.
The wake-up call for
suitable religiouseaders®.

ordeviationsfron.
" established o

_of oursociety

must apply bevond Islam
toinclude religious =~ ™%,
teachers of otherfaiths =
as well. CSETT
© Wehavetobevigilant

toensurethat’ |

newfangledreligions

notinjureéthefa)
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Worldview Witnessing Strategies

Monotheism Judaism: Fulfilled prophecy (Isa. 53)
Islam: Character of Christ (gospels)

Sikhism: Character of Christ (gospels)

Atheism Proofs for God’s existence (Rom. 1)
Truth “piece of the pie” results in agnosticism
Faith is required in every belief system (including atheism)

Personal opinion does not determine truth -

Polytheism Illogical that matter created intelligence (Gen. 1:1)

Works cannot take care of sin problem (Eph. 2:8-9)

Pantheism Demonstrate God’s power over the universe (Acts 17:24-25)
Show God as distinct from the universe‘ (Rom. 1:20, 23, 24)
The universe had a beginning so it cannot be God (Gen. 1:1)
Man is like God (Gen. 1:26-27) but God has no equal (Isa. 46:19)

Geisler, False Gods of Our Time, 80-87

19-Jan-02
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Religion: Buddhism

Dates of Origin: Two Types of Buddhism:

Thervada: 500 B.L. {conssryative)}
Mahayana: 300 B.C. {Tiberal)
Buddhism iz hardly a religion in the G
generaiiy-accepied sense of the weord as
connoting some contact betwesn man and
divinity. 11 is rather a moral philosephy
and 8 Way.

Founders: Bifspring of Hinduism and of India
Thervada: Siddharths Gaulama
Mahayana: unknown, evoelved from Thervada

Sacred Wrilings:  Thervade: #isspans
Mahayana: 5,000+ miscellanaous yolumses
Beliefs About:

God: Thervada:God in ihe objective, personal
sense does nol §it inis the syslam; no
witimaie realily.

Mahayana: varisd, mosily stheistic

Sin: Thervada: Mo forgivensss, redemption,
heaven, hell, judgment, prayer, praise.
Mahayana: varied, bul Zsn lacks any deep,
thesingical sense of sin, guili, or
separation from Ultimate Realily.

Salvation: Thervada: 7he Fighiioig Fats {right views,
aspirations, speech, *conduci, mode of
liveiihood, effort, awareness, and
concentration); i.e., & self-salyation
ihrough asceticizsm
* Right conduct includes absiention

from killing man or animal; even
bresking an egg, 8 potantial life, is
condemned.
Mahayana: universai; however, ihe fiduciai
{Paradisic or “Purg Land™} school
teaches salvatien by fTaith through the

gsimpie reciiation of the sacred formuls
WAILH S¥Presses TEIIN 10 AMIiQS BUOGnRA.
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Buddhism was founded by Prince
Siddhartha Gautama, born about 563
B.C. to a Hindu chief in what is now
southern Nepal. Troubled by what he
saw of poverty, sickness and death, and
dissatisfied with much of what Hindu-
ism taught, at age 29 he began a search
for truth. On his 35th birthday he sat
beneath a sacred tree, declaring that he
would not rise until he attained under-
standing. After 49 days he arose as the
Buddha, “The Enlightened One,” and
spent the remaining 45 years of his life
imparting his message.

Scriptures

Buddha’s teachings were 4
passed on orally. The first sa- '
cred books appeared in the
first century B.C. The best
known is The Way of the
Law, parts of which are
attributed to the Buddha
himself.

Beliefs

God: The transcendent reality
of which the universe and man are only
manifestations.

Reincarnation: When the body dies,
the soul comes back to earth in another
body or form.

Nirvana: A state of bliss, the spir-
itual goal of freedom from the endless
cycle of reincarnations.

The Four Noble Truths teach that:
Suffering is universal, the cause is self-
ish craving, the cure is to eliminate
craving, and the way is the Eightfold
Path.

The Noble Eightfold Path is: Right

knowledge, intention, speech, con-
duct, livelihood, effort, mindfulness,
and concentration.

The Five Precepts are to abstain
from: Taking life, taking what is not
given, illegal sexual pleasures, lying,
and intoxicants.

Practices

Buddhist monks officiate at fu-
nerals, perform ceremonies in monas-
tery temples, and provide religious ed-
ucation for the young. Buddhism also
provides for nuns.

Difficult pilgrimages to shrines or

temples are considered an aid in gain-
__ing nirvana.
Domed or tower-like shrines,
called stupas, house Bud-
dhist relics, including teeth
and hair from Buddha’s
body.

Scope

Worldwide: 180 million ad-
% herents. SIM fields (Ban-
gladesh, India): 9.26 million

(approximately one percent of the
population).
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Religion:

Date of Origin:

Founder

Sacred Writings:

Beliefs About:

God:

S

Salvation:

New Testament Survey: Colossians

Eiodnism

Hindus call Hinduism sopsians berams
{"etsraal religisn”)
aporax. 25040 B.L.?

ne sne {ounder {(Xrishaa?l

1. Srwdi or "what i3 heard,” refers 1o the
glernal irulhs of religion which the
FI34is or S0ers 38w

Sarr7ii or Twhal 18 remembered”
~¥edas, Codes of law, Ramagsna and
Manabharia {Zagragiis ipsnishrgs)
Puranas,Agamas, Darsanas)

b

Essentially eclectic and syncretistic

Sramme, Elarnal Being or Reality
- Ygiseshiks schosl  believes in 2
personal bed.
- ¥Yedeniy schoel spes Sradms as ihe
ong, absiraci, all-pervading Reality.

Delermined by the siruclures of human
sociely {relative and melaphysical, nopt
moral personal guilt}

Aarms 18 Taction” or “doing” and is a
maral interpreiation o7 ihe nalural law
o7 causaiion which sisles that any
aciion is the effect of 2 cause and is in
ita turn the csuse o7 an seffect
{ semsars, rebirth or reincarnation).

Reieass from the wheel of ferme {from
life thai never andsi)

Hhakt? {divine grace) is devolion Tor iis
pne sake rather than for the glory of God
{a method to merit the grace of God).

Through ¥Ymgs sailvation comes to mean to
become 1like God 1im his timeless
perfection by the emancipated soul
realizing its own immortality.
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Origin

Hinduism has no known founder. Its
origins are traced to northern India,
about 1500 B.C. The name comes from
the Sanskrit word indus, meaning
ocean or river.

It is generally regarded as one of
man’s oldest living religions.

Scriptures

Hinduism’s sacred books are written in
Sanskrit, India’s most important religious
language. The chief categories are:

e The four Vedas (books of knowl-
edge)

© The Brahmanas (rituals and
sacrifices)

° The Upanishads (oral.
treatises from 800-600 B.C.,.
scripted in 1300 A.D.)

section of the 100,000-vers
epic poem Mahabharata)
© The Laws of Manu (be-
havioral codes) .
® The Puranas (18 collec-
tions of legends and instructions)

Beliefs

God: The impersonal supreme
being, the primal source and ultimate
goal of all beings is Brahma (some-
times Brahman), who composes a trin-
ity with Vishnu the preserver and
Shiva the destroyer. Brahma can be
conceived of in any way men like —
hence a pantheon of innumerable gods
and idols.

God is silent and beyond personality.

Reincarnation: When the body dies,
the soul comes back to earth in another
body or form.

4 SiNow JAN-Fa (949

B

Karma: The principle that what one

does today shapes one’s tomorrow.
Being born to poverty and suffering
is attributed to the sins of past
incarnations.

Salvation: A process of spiritual
evolution which all men ultimately
achieve after innumerable cycles of
time.

Dearh: The eventual gateway to
freedom from the reincarnation cycle.

Practices

Caste: A hierarchical system of so-
cial groupings based on occupation,
and fixed at birth. Although caste is
.. forbidden by India’s constitution, it
is important to Hindus. The
. four highest castes are:
- Brahman, for priests and
% scholars; Kshatriya, for
jrulers and soldiers;
J Vaishya, for merchants,
artisans, and farmers; and
Sudra, for laborers and ser-
vants. Christians are consid-
# ered outside the caste system.
" Reverence for life: Because God is in
everything, all life must be revered.
Cows have special status.

Cremation: Because of belief in rein-
carnation, bodies are burned, except
for those of holy men, who are believed
to be reunited directly with Brahma.

White shrouds are for men, widows,
and single girls; red is for wives.

Scope

Worldwide: 700 million. SIM fields:
India, 670 million (82% of popula-
tion); Bangladesh, 17.5 million (16%);
Pakistan, 17 million (1.6 %).

2-Jan-02
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Religion:
Date of Origin:

Founder:

Sacred Wriling

Beliefs About:

Lod:

Sime

Salvalion:

New Testament Survey: Colossians

~ pre-ggisient
- imnpeccabls, ascetic {solitude,fasting)
- iasi and gresiest of the prophets

Quran {(Xoran)
104 divine books of the 124,000+ prophals

“Therz iz no God bul Gad [allsh]l, and
Muhammaud is the Prophed of Gad”

Jesus was ihe Messiah, virgin born, Goad's
word, 8 spiril from God, miracle worker,
graaiest of ihe prophels, nol God, dida’t
die on 8 CTRSs.

HMost heinous of ihe sins are poiytheism,
apnsiasy, sceplicism, and Impisly.

Sirict adherence 1o ihe “Five Pillars”
1. Recital of the Lrazd

2. Prager {five iimes daily}
3. Fasting

4. Almsgiving

3.

Pilgrimage io Mecca

® "He who dies on ithe way io Mecca is
enrolled in the 1isti of martyrs.”

# “He who dies in & Jilad {Holy War) is a
martyr and assured of paradise.”

* “When a man marries he perfects half
his religion Ino more than Tour wives]

2001

19-Jan-02



Rick Griffith, PhD

New Testament Survey: Colossians

prome]

COMMANDMI
For Sharing the Gospel with Muslims

By Dr. Tokunboh Adeyemo General Secretary of A.E.A.M. Kenya

1. Use the Word of God — Muslims respect the sacred books: the
Law of Moses, the Psalms. the Gospels, and the Koran. Let the
Word of God speak for itself. The Gospels are the best pottions to
start with, particularly Matthew and Luke.

2. Be constantly in prayer — It is the Holy Spirit who wins men to
Christ. Seek His guidance and power as you present the Word.

3. Be a genuine friend — Saying "hello” isn't enough. If you really
care, show it by inviting them to your home, sharing your time, and
helping with their problems.

4. Ask thought-prouvoking questions — “Do you expect to ‘'go to
heaven? Do you have the assurance that God will accept you?
What does the Koran teach about forgiveness? May | show you
what the Bible teaches?" Questions like these show that you have
an interest in the important things of life.

5. Listen attentively — When you ask a question, courtesy
requires that you listen to the answer no matter how fong it takes.
You'll be surprised at how much you'll learn.

6. Present your beliefs openly — State what you believe, clearly
and without apology, showing Scripture passages that support
those teachings. Thus, you place the responsibility for doctrine
where it belongs — on the Word of God.

7.Reason. don't argue — Argument may win a point but lose a
hearing. There are some points on which you can argue forever
without achieving a thing, except closing a mind against you.

8. Never denigrate Muhammad or the Koran — This is as
offensive to themn as speaking disrespectfully about Christ or the
Bible is to us.

9. Respect their custorns and sensitivities — Don't offend by
putting your Bible (a holy book) on the floor, or appearing too free
with the opposite sex, or refusing hospitality, or making jokes
about sacred topics such as fasting, prayer, or God.

10. Persevere — Muslims have a lot of re-thinking to do when they
are confronted with the gospel. But rest assured that the Word of
God will do its work in His good time.

Dr. Tokunboh was converted to Christanity from Isiam.

200m
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Judaism

SOME POINTERS...

On witnessing to your Jewish friends

1. Be a real friend. There are many spiritual scalp hunters who want to win
a Jewish soul for Christ, but are completely unaware of the person who is
that soul. Have a well-rounded relationship with your Jewish friend
before you attempt to witness on a personal basis.

It is the continuing person-to-person witness through which most people
have been won to their Messiah.

2. Don't be afraid of discussion on life issues. Theyhcan give you insight
on how your friend perceives and understands thihéél Listen when he
talks about the things which concern him, and discuss what his Jewishness
means to him.

In no way let him come to the misunderstanding that you only care for him
"in order to convert him."

3. 1In some way give testimony to the gospel. A good place to begin is to
tell specifically how God has answered prayer in your life. Avoid testi-
monies that talk about the peace and Jjoy that you have in the Lord
remember, those who follow Eastern religions or any number of the "new"
cults give such testimonies, as well as those who are made happy by the
Jewish religion.

4. Answer questions or objections from Scripture. But remember, you don't
have to answer every question when it is asked. You can say, "I don't
know the answer to that, but I'1ll find out;™ or "Let me think about it a
little more and I'1l give you an answer the next time I see you."

5: See 1if your friend will study the Bible with you. -Den't concentrate only
on the messianic prophecies; there is valuable truth in all Seripture. A
good beginning point is Genesis 12 through Exodus 20--the story of the
ma jor covenants., However, if your Jewish friend is willing to study the
Scriptures on a person-to-person basis, you may want to consult with your
pastor. He will be able to recommend an appropriate study plan.

6. Offer to pray for your friend's needs. While our prophetic or teaching
ministry is not always acceptable, most people appreciate prayer; and God
ééems to be particularly pleased to honor prayers as evidence of his
existence.

7. Encourage your friend to communicate with Jewish Christians. Such a
meeting might be painful, but it does bring persons to the place where
they realize that Jesus is for Jewish people too!

8. Emphasize that Christ is the sin-bearer for Jew and Gentile alike, and
that a person doesn't have to relinquish his Jewishness to accept Jesus.

Remember that your Jewish friend has been taught that he will be
committing spiritual treason even to consider the claims of Christ. It's
up to you to show him that isn't true. o

9. Ask for a decision. As a general rule, it is not good to press for a
decision, but you will know the timing on the matter. Don't forget to
ask the person for a decision.
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SOME MESSTANIC PASSAGES

0ld Testament Prophecy o New Testament Fulfillment
1. Gen. 3:15, Isa. 7:1U4 Messiah to be seed of the Matt. 1:18-25
woman, to be born of a virgin Gal. b:l
Luke 1:26-38
2. Gen., l49:10 Messiah to be born of the Heb. 7:14
tribe of Judah Rev. 5:5
3. TIsa. 11:1-2, 10 Messiah to be from the house Acts 13:22-23
of Jesse
b, TIsa. 9:6-7 Messiah to be of David's Luke 1:32-33
Psalm 132:11 lineage Acts 13:22-23
5. Micah 5:2 Messiah to be born in Matt. 2:1-6
Bethlehem Luke 2:U4-7
6. Daniel 9:2U-26 Time of Messiah's coming Gal. U4:4; Eph. 1:10
7. Deut. 18:15, 18-19 Messiah, a prophet Acts 3:20-26
8. Psalm 118:22 Messiah, the stone that John 1:11-12
was rejected T John 12:37-43
Acts U:1-12

9. Psalm 22 Messiah's erucifixion Matt. 27:39-43, ug
B Mark 15:20, 24-26
Luke 23:11-35
John 19:15-18, 23-2y4

10.  Psalm 110:1-4 Messiah's priestly ministry Mark 16:19
Luke 24:50-51
Acts 2:33-36
Heb. 10:12-13

1. TIsaiah 52:13 through The Gospel of Messiah in

Isaiah 53:12 Isaiah
Isa. 52:13 Matt., 21:9-11 Mark 11:7-10 Luke 19:35-38 John 12:12.-15
Isa. 52:14 John 19:1-2  Matt. 26:67-68; 27:27-30
Isa. 53:1 John 12:37-38
Isa., 53:2 Luke 2:40
Isa. 53:3-4 John 1:11; 7:47-48
Isa. 53:5-6 John 1:29; 11:49-52 I cor. 15:3
II Cor. 5:21 I Peter 2:24-25
Isa. 53:7 Matt. 26:59-63; 27:12-14 Mark 15:3-5 Luke 23:8-9
- Isa. 53:8 Matt. 27:1-2  Luke 23:1-25
Isa. 53:9' Matt. 27:57-60 Mark 15:42-47 Luke 23:50-52
Isa. 53:10 Heb. 2:10
Isa. 53:11 Romans 3:22-24  Eph. 2:8-9
Isa. 53:12 Luke 23:32-33 Heb. 9:26,28 I peter 3:18
12, Jer. 31:31 Messiah's New Covenant Heb., 8:6~13; 8:12-22
Heb. 10:4-24
JEWS FOR JESUS ' 535222615}20 wr-e
60 Haight S:treet Romans 11:26-27

San Francisco, CA 94102-5865
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Religion: Jeinism

Date of Origin: 580-527 B. C. {Mahavira’'s lifetime)

Founder: Prince Mahavira, whe pledged: =1 shail
nzglect my body ond abandon the care of

it; 1 shail with equenimity bear,
undergo, eond suffer all calamities
arising from divine powers, men, or
animais.” He begged 42 of his 72 years,
wandering naked {sccompanied for some
years by enother naked man, Goshala
Makkhali}. He spoke ito nor greeted
anyone in fear of forming relatisnships.
He died by the insane rite of sa/isddans
{voluntary starvation).

Sacred Writing: Keups Suirs (Mahavira's Sermons)

Beliefs About: Teaching summarized in the 7ree Jewsis-
Right Faith, Right Knowledge, Right
Conduct: domt kill anything {even
insecis), sieal, covel, lie, live
unchastely or get drunk

God: Mo Supreme Ruler exists (atheistic),
altheugh many finile beings who mighi
be called “gods™ exist on various lewels
of the celestial regions. They cannot
help men, however, since they ioo need
redemption. Prayer to them is useless.

Sin: Passions, self-indulgence. People are
responsible for their own karma.

Salvation: Reincarnation and karma are conguered
through ascetism as the only methed of
release. Nirvana comes through the
control of the body.  Ascsticism is
achieved through the Five Jsin Vows
non-violence (not killing amy living
thing), truthfulness, nan-stealing,

celibacy, and non-covetousness. Women -
must be reborn as men to be saved.
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Religion:

Date of Origin:

Founder:

Sacred Writing:

Beliefs About-

Sin-

Salvation:

New Testament Survey: Colossians

Sikhism

15th Centwry, AD. {initially a refsrm of
decadent Hinduism)

Manak {1469-1538 4.D.}, born a Hindu bui
Bod appearad i him and said, 1 am with
thee.. Abide unconiaminated by the
worid. Praclice the repetilion of t
name, charity, ablulions, worship, and
meditation. | have givan thes ithis LUD
of neciar, & pledge of My regard.”

ihe Srosih (a devotional hymnabeook by Gury
Arjan) is iheir one authority

A& combe 9T Hinduism and Islam, yet
unigque; non-castsa, suncretistic,
meat-ealars, militent.

Mionoiheistic: “There is hut one Sod whose
name is True, the Creaior, deveid of {fsar
and eamilty, immortiai, seif-exisient,
greal and bouniiful”™ 7rue Asme ic
glernally one, sgyersign, omnipotent,
transcendent and immanent, creator and
destroyer, merciful and loving.

Lack of 1lsve fer God ({replaced by
asceticism, bathing, pilgrimmages, etc.)

“The ali-sufficient meams of bringing an
end 10 reincarnation is the simple,
compieie love of God that absorbs the
soul inio the Absolute.” Salvation ig not
geing o Paradise..bui absorptiom--aad
individuality-extinguishing absorption
—--in God, the True Name.

200q
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Religion:
Date of Origin:

Founder

Sacred Writings:

Beliefs About:

God:

Salvation:

New Testament Survey: Colossians 200r

4.D./B.C. {2,000 years nid}

fo Tounder; Shinio is 8 term which mersly
distinguishes the Japanese iraditions
irom ihe Way of Buddha ar the Teaching
of Confucious. Conseguenily, ihe waord
does not simply refer is s religious
failh or o religious way of 1ife, hut in
Japanese attitudes, jdess, ang ways of
doing things.

#o wrillen canon, and thersfore ihere is
N9 orgamized, clearly defined body of
docirine or unified, sysiemized code of
behavior {ecclactic).

Rajiki, Wibow Sheki, Kogosiyi, HBBynshy,
£agrsf7a7 (not canons Shintes bound by).

The Aawmi are spiriiual beings of today .,
myiholegical sntities of ancient timas,
ratural phenomena {és’iﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁg both
animaie and inanimatsa things), physical
objects of waorship or ancesirsi gpiriis
{lack of definiteness in the term).

Japanese Emperars ars descendanis pf the
sun-goddess.

"Goodness™ and “badness™ not determined
by measursment against any clearly
defined siandard or moral code; no
absolutes; while man is basically good
his behavior should be ia keeping with
the mores of the community;

¥Worship centers sround the Shintg shrine

and consisis of four elements:
purification, offering, prayer, and
sacred meal.
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Issue

Theism

God
Divinity

QOur Origin
Our Problem
Our Solution
Technigues
Faith

Truth
Standards
Matter
Forgiveness
Appeal
Religion
Orientation
Occultism
Salvation
Basis

Jesus Christ
Hope
Afterlife

New Testament Survey: Colossians

Christianity

Monotheism
Personal

External: “He’s God”
Creation

Alienation from God
Faith in God
Unimportant
Historical

Objective

Absolute

Real & temporal
Only in Christ
Rational: fill mind
One way

Exclusive
Prohibited
Atonement

Divine salvation
God made man
Resurrection
Fellowship with God

versus the |

200s

New Age

Pantheism
Impersonal (& personal?)
Internal: “I’m God”
Evolution
Undiscovered divinity
Feel the Force

Vital: imaging, hypnosis
Mystical

Subjective

Relative

[llusion & eternal

Not needed
Experiential: empty mind
Many ways

Inclusive (syncretism)
Practiced
Enlightenment
Human effort

Man knowing divinity
Reincarnation

Merge with God
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A Glossary of Terms Related to Non-Christian Religions

Ahura Mazda: 7

The ethical, suprame god whose followers included Cyrus the Grest, Darius |,
#erxes |, and the Magi

g gt
i {Zoroastrianism ).

thic
{

Allah: ihe d T isiam who is suprems, seif-existent, omnipotent, omniprssen
the fudge of al rnank nd, ons who reveals himsel?, vet is not immanent or personal |

animism: {he existence of souls or spirits in &l living and inanimate things {(pre-iiterats
sacigties)

Bushido Code: theco ae of the samurar the mi hiar
included amm at ziud lovally, gradituds, courage,
and Hi’ﬂur i

s
6’3‘

Brahma: both the material world {pantheism) and the subjective warld --rasson, fesiing
will, and seif-awaraness in mystisal union { !nrémmv

Branhman: volumss of Hierature which desoribe sacrifices ( Hinduism

o

brahmin: the head prisst of the rifual sacrifice { Hinduism),
dynamism: *he universe being made up of forces coming into interaction with one another;
non-personal forces which affect ons another with no ultimate reality { pre-literate societies ).

tightfold Path: the process to achisve Nirvana by right views, aspirations, speech, behaviar,
occupation, efforis, mindruiness, and absorption { Buddhism).

fetishism: any resort to the presumed power in inanimate things {pre-Tilerats sagietiss),

filial piety {Hsias) loyally o one's family a3 ong's Tirst and nighest consideration
‘l Hi ”%P?u’:?{&f‘q}‘

~

Hi z;gh 5o nd: the one Suprame Baing who created everything and rules above the qods {pre-lilerate
sucieiies).

harakiri: Japanese warricr-knight suicide for failure or misjudgment by the ceremonial
method of disermboweliment, carried out cooly and deliberately according ta rule and without any
exprassion of smotien (Shinta).

impermanence: all that exists passes through the cycle of birth, growth, decay, and death;
life is one and indivisible; nothing eternal or immof tal exists about man or any part of him;
separate individual existence s an illusion, for self has neither beginning or ending
( Buddhism ).

ise: Japanese sun-goddess and highest of the gods ( Shinta).
%:ams spiritual beings existing today ; mythological entities of ancient times: natural phenomena
as isiands, sun, and mountains, or powers and processes, such as birth or growth; their

generatlan may be ;aontaneom without explanation suddenly appearing from natural abjects or
born as the result of physical union betwesn parent 4am/ (Shinto).
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A Glossary of Terms Related to Non-Christian Religions (2 of 2)

karma: action-reaction, denoting the law of cause and effect: reaping whal one sows
(Buddhism).

magic: an endevor throught the utterance of set words, or the performance of set acts, or both,
to control or bend the powers of the world to man's will ( pre-literate societies).

Mahayana: liberal, syncretistic form of Buddhism which views Buddha like a god ( Buddhism).

mana: occult force or supernatural pewer distinct from persons or spirits (pre-iiterate
societies).

Middle Way: the balanced teaching between asceticism (Jainism) and fatalism/deoression
(Hinduism) which Buddhists call their religion {Buddhism).

Nichiren: naticnalistic Buddhism which claims salvation from the loius sutra (sternity of
Buddna}, propagated by Nichiren who claimed to be the resurrected Buddha { Buddhism).
Mirvana: an ethical state, a condition which gliminates any futurs repirth, the sxtinction of all
craving, the final release from suffering; a state of mind in which 4arms comes o an end
{ Buddhism ).

popular magic: magic not confined to magicians or priests, being diffused through the group
{pre-iiterate socieites).

shaman: a religious personage found in many pre-literats sccieties of Asia, Oceania, and the
Americas { pre-literate socigtiss),

Sidhartha Guatama: founder of Buddhism, deified after his death { Buddhism}.

taboo: Prohibition or hands off warnings applied to many things, persons and aciions because
they are sacred, dengerous ar socially forbidden ( ore-literate scoietiss).

Theravada: conservative, individualistic Buddhism which views Buddha not @s & deity but a
areat leader (Buddhism ).

totemism: the existence of a more or less relationship betwesn certain human groups and
corresponding classes or species of animais, plants, or inanimate objects in nature
(pre-literate societies),

upanishads: holy writings of the Hindus (Hinduism ),

vedas: holy writings of the Hindus ( Hinduism).

Zoroastrianism: originally an Iranian religion following the teachings of Zorocaster (660

B.C.) who expoused ethical monotheism of the supreme god Ahura Mazda, but most present day
adherents reside in Bombay.,
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A Biblical Attitude Toward Non-Christian Religions

Introduction

Mr. Howard Burkle, a United Church of Christ professor of religious studies, postulates these
often-asked questions: “Can Christianity accept itself as simply one of the world’s many religions?
Can it regard other religions as valid alternative pathways to salvation? Can it do this without
giving up its conviction that Christianity is unique and decisive for the salvation of humankind?”

Burkle’s answer to these questions is a definitive “yes.” However, the Bible believing Christian
must reply with an equally resounding “no.” Christianity is like no other religion in its basic
tenants: the crucifixion and resurrection of One who was both God and man. It can therefore accept
no other way as a legitimate means to reach God.

The Bible supports this conclusion. Christ said of Himself, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). John also records, “Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God remains on him” (John 3:36). Similarly, Luke wrote, “And there is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Since Christianity is unique and incompatible with other religions, how should Christians respond
to those of other faiths? What should be the proper, biblical attitude toward those who adhere to
and teach heretical doctrines?

Basic Content to Share with Other Faiths

Believers often deal with non-Christian religions in one of two extremes. The first extreme (noted
above) is syncretism, while the second is isolationism. Syncretism is an “all roads lead to God”
perspective that places the way of salvation offered by Christ no better or worse than the means of
salvation offered by any other religion. Isolationism, on the other hand, denies any interaction with
those of other faiths since it is based on a “once you’ve got what you are looking for, why look

elsewhere?” kind of attitude. Both extremes should be avoided. The better approach is one of
engagement, or dialogue.

Romans 1 is perhaps the best chapter to show God’s view of other religions. Verse 18 reveals that
the religions of the world have come about not because of man’s ignorance, but because of his
stubborn refusal to believe what God has already revealed about himself: “For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth” (italics mine). This truth that is rejected specifically relates to
an innate knowledge of God’s existence as the powerful creator of the world (v. 20). This truth is
common to all persons, each of whom can see the order and beauty of the universe. This is also
why an atheistic civilization has yet to be discovered.

Therefore, when seeking to reach someone from another religion (or an atheist), the most important
concept to teach is the correct view of God Himself. Who is He? This can be especially illustrated
in the creation account, for here we see an all-powerful, totally righteous God who creates only
good things—and the best of the “good things” is man himself. God has made us in His own image
and as a result desires fellowship with us. This focus on creation can help us lay the theological
foundation on which to build a proper understanding of salvation in Christ.
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Basic Behavior to Show to Other Faiths

A proper, biblical attitude towards non-Christian religions concerns far more than simply content.
This is why we call it an “attitude.” In all our seriousness about Christ being the only way to God,
we must be careful to communicate this narrow teaching with love and a non-judgmental spirit.
The non-Christian must see a great deal of graciousness in us. We have no option but to declare
truth 