P3&4 - NT SURVEY
Lesson #9 – Revelation

Big Idea: 

Christians can have hope in the future because Jesus has won the final victory!
Bible Passage:

Revelation 21:1-8
Memory verse: 

Revelation 22:13 – “13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”
Lesson objectives:

Know

· That the last book of the Bible - Revelation is a prophecy
· That Jesus has won the final victory 
· That Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End
Feel

· Reassured of Christ’s ultimate victory.

· Encouraged to live in the confidence of Christ’s victory
· Hopeful of the future even in the midst of suffering and pain

Do

· Thank God for inviting us into a relationship with Him that will last forever
· Live a life that is pleasing to God
· Tell others about this good news of hope
· Memorise Revelation 22:13 (NIV)
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Lesson details:


1) Worship, Offering, Doxology - 





20 min
2) Spark Interest







10 min

3) Bible Lesson







35 min
4) Reflection Activity







20 min
5) Memory Verse/ Short Prayer





  5 min
Total:
 90min

Worship, Offering, Doxology






20 min


Spark Interest 








10 min
The Fix Is In
Begin the session with a game to test contestant’s creativity. Ask for 2 volunteers – a boy and a girl. In each round, you will ask the contestants to name something in a particular category. Here are some categories you can use:

E.g. Food, a holiday, a colour, a sport, a brand of cereal, a household appliance, a pet

You, as the judge will determine which of their answers is more “creative” and award a point to that person. (Your decision is final.) The contestant with most points after 5 rounds will be the winner.

· The rest of the group will “vote” on which contestant they think will win the game. They will vote by moving to one side of the room or the other (according to the one they are supporting)

· They may still change their votes and switch sides of the room until the 4th round, where they will “lock in their votes” and stay on one side of the room.

· What your contestants won’t know is that the game is fixed. The guy will win 2 rounds of the game; the girl will win 3 rounds of the game (and ultimately the game).

· Before the game, you will need to prepare a note card that reads, “The girl will win the game. Don’t tell anyone, but pass this card to someone else.”

· As the game begins, secretly hand the card to a group member.

· When the game is over, congratulate the winner. Then have the rest of the group members explain why they voted as they did.

· Ask those who voted for the girl: Why did you vote for her? Did the card influence your decision? Did it look bleak there for a while when the guy was ahead 2-0? What made you stay with her?
· Ask those who voted for the guy: Why did you vote for him? Did any of you see the card? If so, why didn’t you believe it?
Use this activity to introduce today’s topic. Say: For Christians, there are times in our lives – and times in history – where it seems God’s side is losing. But the message of the Bible (and especially the Book of Revelation) is that God and His side will win in the end. The Book of Revelation is the card that is passed from person to person throughout the centuries that says, “Christ will win. Pass it on.”









 
Bible lesson








35 min
Today we are looking at the last book of the Bible – Revelation!
Tell students that this book is written as a “Prophecy”: like a telescope into the future

So in this book, God reveals to us what will happen in the future – Jesus is still the focus and this book tells us how He will triumph in the end times!
· Who wrote it? (the apostle John)
Background:

The Romans tried to make everyone worship the Roman emperor. Since Christians worshipped God, rather than the emperor, the Romans made their lives very hard. John was exiled to a small island called Patmos because of his witness for Christ. Christians needed to know that there is hope for the future. God showed John many pictures from the future to give them that hope.

· Who was it written to? (Seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea)
· What was the message? 

-- Each letter had a special message for each church – – it addresses the different characteristics of the church and tells of the judgment that is coming, and rewards were promised to those who remain faithful)

-- A large part of the book was written in visions and symbols, but the main message is that Jesus will return and win a great final victory over evil. 
· Significance: Final Victory of Christ
The Bible begins with the book of Genesis – showing us the beginning of the world
Here, we have the last book of the Bible, Revelation – showing us the ending of the world
· We see Christ’s complete and eternal victory over Satan!
	Genesis
	Revelation

	· God created the heavens and the earth

· Satan tempted Adam and Eve. They sinned.

· Fellowship with God was broken

· God promised a Saviour
	· Satan is defeated

· Christ, our Saviour, is triumphant

· God makes a new heaven and a new earth

· God lives in fellowship with His people


· Read Revelation 21:1-8 for the final picture that God has given us.

· The book of Revelation shows us that every promise is fulfilled, Christ is triumphant, Satan is defeated and most of all, that God lives with His people and has fellowship with them in a new heaven and a new earth!
· This gives warning to those who have gone astray but also gives true Christians the hope to go through sufferings now on earth.
· If we believe the bible is true, how does this passage make you feel? Get some responses from students.

Reflection Activity (incl. memory verse)


 
20 min

Let’s do a short activity: 

- Give out copies of the following passage:

- Give students some time to read and ask how many of them are able to “de-code” this message.
- Use this to link to the memory verse: Revelation 22:13
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

· In this activity, the only important thing is that the first and last letter be in the right place and we are able to read the whole word, even if the letters in the centre are messed up.
· So likewise, the important and assuring fact for us is that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega (the “a” and “z” of Greek letters), the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End! Whatever that happens in the world now may be getting “messier” but we as Christians can be hopeful of the future when Christ comes again!
· Reflection: Get students to think about their own lives. (They do not need to give you their responses, just reflect quietly on their own as you read out the questions)
· Is there something you need to be doing differently in your life because of these truths?

· Is there a way you can line up behind Christ, the winner?

· Do you need to be bolder in talking about Him to someone else?

· Is there some area of your life in which you could be pleasing Him more?

· Invite students to take some time to respond individually to God.

· After substantial time is given for personal responses to God, read Revelation 21:6-7.

He (Jesus) said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.
· Close in prayer, thanking God for inviting us into a relationship with Him that will last forever, and also for the reassurance of His ultimate victory. 









Revelation





Olny srmat poelpe can��I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it denos't mtater in waht oredr the ltetres in a wrod are, the olny iprnoatmt tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Amzanig huh? yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt
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