P3&4- NT SURVEY
Lesson #8 – General Letters to the Churches
Big Idea: 

God continues to teach the early Church what is the truth and gives us instructions on how they should live as Christians through the letters of His Apostles.
Bible Passage:

Selected passages from:
Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter, 1-3 John and Jude
Memory verse: 

James 1:22 - Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
Lesson objectives:

Know

· That besides Paul, there are other people who also wrote letters to the early church
· The names of the 8 general letters
· That there are many false teachings in the world but God’s Word teaches us what is the truth and gives us instructions on how Christians should live
Feel

· Encouraged to put their faith into action
· Encouraged to show Christian love to others courageously
· Cautious about false teachings in the world

· The need and desire to not only know what a true Christian life is but also live it out
Do

· Read God’s Word regularly to know the teachings and instructions for Christian living 
· Follow these instructions and live a godly Christian life
· Show Christian love to others courageously

· Memorize James 1:22
Lesson details:


1) Worship, Offering, Doxology - 





20 min
2) Spark Interest







10 min

3) Bible Lesson







35 min
4) Reflection Activity







20 min
5) Memory Verse/ Short Prayer





  5 min
Total:
 90min

Worship, Offering, Doxology






20 min


Spark Interest 








10 min
What is the TRUTH?
You will need 8 balloons with rubber bands tied to them (4 per team); a pin/needle.
Have students form 2 teams.  
· Each team will choose a representative to be the “balloon-stand”. Attach 4 balloons to each person and have them stand in front of their groups.
Game starts with each team taking turns to send one person out at a time:

· This person is to say three things about himself: 2 are false and only 1 is true.

· The opposite team is to guess which is the TRUTH.
· If they are correct, they get to burst one balloon of their opponent; if they are wrong, they lose that opportunity.
· The game continues with the other group’s turn to say three things. 
· Play till one team has no balloons left OR as time allows. 
Point out that sometimes the false things seem so true that we can get fooled easily. But there are many ways to help us not to be fooled easily, and of cos the best way is to already know what the TRUTH is! 








 
Bible lesson








35 min
Review & link:

Last lesson we learnt about how Paul had written many letters to the churches, and he taught many things to the believers through his letters. Explain that as the church continued to grow, there were many false teachers that started to cause confusion amongst the believers. So besides Paul who wrote letters to the different churches (as we studied about last week), there were other letters written by other Apostles and leaders to instruct Christians on how to live the Christian life and not be deceived by the false teachings.

Today we will look at these letters.

(1) Open the Bible content page and ask students to locate the rest of the letters. 

- Tell them that the books after Paul’s letters and before Revelation are considered General letters
[Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter, 1-3 John and Jude]

· Ask (Allow for responses, even if its guesses):
- How many books are there in total? (8)
- Why do we call them “general letters”?

(These letters are not written to a specific church like those that Paul wrote. They are addressed to the general assembly of believers. Not all authors are known or confirmed too, e.g. the author of Hebrews is unknown.)
- Paul’s letters were named after the recipients. What do these letters’ names refer to? 
(The names of these books take after the name of the author, except for Hebrews)

· Let’s find out more about these letters: 

[Use charts and tables to show the various categories]

(2) What are these letters about?

Give out the “General Letters: Fact Sheets”.
- Teacher to select any letter to zoom into. (You may cover more than one letter, depending on group dynamics and time available)

- Go through the key passages and draw out the significance for them.

* You may want to go through the letters based on broad themes like “Faith & Action” (Hebrews and James); “Love-the Christian way” (1 Peter - Jude). Attached are sample guides for your reference.

Reflection Activity






         
20 min

Mirror, Mirror On The Wall
James 1:22-25
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.
· Explain to students how the Word of God is like a mirror for us:
- It shows and teaches us the kind of life that God wants us to live

- It helps us to see where we may have possibly gone wrong, just like when we look into a mirror to see if any part of our attire needs to be straightened/ our hair needs to be combed/ our face needs to be cleaned etc.

- And the important thing is that we carry out in action what God has shown us to do, if not it will be like seeing our “messy” selves in the mirror but walking away without doing anything, forgetting that we need to neaten up.
· Give out the memory verse cards and the silver slips. 
- Let the students stick the silver slip onto the card above the memory verse

- Tell them to look into it as though it is a mirror, and think about ONE thing that God has shown them about themselves through the discussion of the letters earlier. It could be one thing that they need to correct, it could also be an encouragement of one thing that they have done rightly and should continue.

- Write that down behind the card.
· If there is time, get some students to share what they learnt/wrote with the class.

Memory verse/ Group Prayer





5 min
Go through the memory verse:
James 1:22 - Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

Pray with the class
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