P3&4 - NT SURVEY
Lesson #7 – Paul’s Letters to the Churches
Big Idea: 

God continues to nurture the growing Church through the letters of Paul
Bible Passage:

Selected passages from 
Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon

Lesson objectives:

Know

· That Paul continued to teach and guide the early churches by writing letters
· That there are 13 letters in total
· That these letters contained many important teachings about Christ and included instructions for godly Christian living

Feel

· Eager to learn more the individual letters that Paul wrote
· Confident that the teachings in these letters are still relevant to us today
Do

· Read the Bible regularly and learn more about Christ and what it means to be a Christian
· Understand the principles of Christian living and apply it to their lives 
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Lesson details:


1) Worship, Offering, Doxology - 





20 min
2) Spark Interest







10 min

3) Bible Lesson







35 min
4) Reinforcement Activity






20 min
5) Memory Verse/ Short Prayer





  5 min
Total:
 90min

Worship, Offering, Doxology






20 min


Spark Interest 








10 min
Communication!
Have students get into 2 groups: Each group takes turns to play “telephone line” while the other group watches. 
Tell them they can only communicate with the person next to them – i.e. no sound is to be heard by the others.

Give a substantially difficult message to pass so as to make sure the last person will not get it right the first time – preferably a humorous line so that everyone can have a time of fun!
Review with everyone:

What’s not so good about this style of communication?

- pass wrong/incomplete message

- takes very long

How have we improved in our way of communication today? 

- they will probably bring up examples of technology – email, hp, internet chat, blog etc.

Point out that these are all the different ways we maintain relationship with people, especially when we are not able to see them face to face.
Link to lesson:
Remember in the last lesson we learnt that Paul travelled to many places and started many churches? Well, to maintain their relationship and be able to continue helping them grow in their faith, he wrote many letters. These letters make up nearly half of the New Testament! Today we will look briefly at these letters.









 
Bible lesson








35 min
(1) Open the Bible content page and ask students to locate the books that Paul wrote. 

- Tell them that the books which Paul wrote start after the book of Acts and ends before the book of Hebrews.

[Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon]
Ask (Allow for responses, even if its guesses):
- How many books did Paul write in total? (13)
- What are these books about?

(These books are actually letters that Paul wrote to the various churches he met during his journeys and also to individual people he knew. They are written at different times to different people in different situations)
- Why are the names of the books so weird? What do they mean?

(The names of these books take after the names of the people he was addressing: either the specific pple: Timothy, titus and Philemon, or pple of a place: the rest)

- To help them understand better, use examples of how we call people of different nationalities: singaporeans, Malaysians, Americans etc, or even schools: rafflesian; acsian etc.
(2) Let’s find out more about these letters: 
[Use charts and tables to show the various categories]
Who did Paul write to?

· 1st 9: to churches in different places

· Last 4: to 3 individuals
Short Activity (optional): Locate the churches that received Paul’s letters  
 Give out the map and let them circle the various places (first person to locate all gets a prize)
When did Paul write them?

1st missionary journey: Galations

2nd missionary journey: 1 & 2 Thessalonians

3rd missionary journey: 1 & 2 Corinthians and Romans

1st imprisonment: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon
Trip to Rome: 1 Timothy & Titus

2nd imprisonment: 2 Timothy
· To help students remember more easily: (use fingers to help in illustration)

E.g. #1: 1st journey, 1 letter, #2: 2nd journey, 2 letters, #3: 3rd journey, 3 letters. #4: 4 letters from prison… (go backwards) #3: after that he wrote another 3 letters…to #2: 2 people (timothy and titus).
** Go through (2) above briefly with students (more for exposure and awareness)

· Focus: Why did Paul write these letters? What are they about?
Give out the “Paul’s letters’ Fact Sheets” with the purpose and significance of each letter added in. 
- Teacher to select any ONE letter to zoom into. (Preferably one that is easy for the students to relate to in their lives today)
- Go through the key passages and draw out the significance.


Reflection Activity






         
20 min

Say to them:

Sometimes we think of the Bible as just a rule book in which God tells us how to live. That’s not the whole story. It was written at different times to people in different situations. The original readers found help in it for some very tough problems and questions they faced. 
· Does this mean it has nothing to say to us today? Do we read these letters only as historical documents? 

- Absolutely not!!

Our problems are not so different from those of first-century Christians. When we face something similar now, the “solutions” provided in the bible will also be of great help to us! In His wisdom, God allows us to learn from those who have gone before us – and He teaches us from what He taught them!

* Use the letter you went through with the class earlier (using the fact sheet) and ask students to reflect on how any of those principles can help them today.

· God’s Message to Me Today

- If God were to give you a message today, what might it be? 
- Ask them to write down that message: it could be a reminder, assurance or encouragement that they have received after going through that particular letter earlier.


Group Prayer






5 min
Close the session in prayer, asking God to continue to communicate with them through His word, instructing, guiding and comforting them. Pray that everyone will remember to read His word daily too.

Pray for any personal request.
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