P3&4- NT SURVEY
Lesson #4 – First Gentile Conversion (Acts: Cornelius)

Big Idea: 

God’s salvation is extended to all, regardless of their background.
Bible Passage:

Acts 10:1-23
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God gives two visions (1-16)


a) Cornelius sees a vision (1-8)


b) Peter sees a vision (9-16)

c) Peter accepts an invitation (17-23)

Acts 10:24-48

· Peter meets Cornelius (24-33)

· Peter tells about Jesus (34-43)

· Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit (44-48)

Memory verse: 

Acts 10:34-35

…“God does not show favoritism, but accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do what is right.”

Lesson objectives:

Know

· God eliminated dietary barriers between Jews and Gentiles

· That God does not show favoritism, and neither should His children.
· That All who have received forgiveness of their sins through Jesus receive the Holy Spirit.
Feel

· Convicted about any prejudices that they have

· Eager to build friendships with people from other cultures and races
· Excited to share what they know about Jesus with a friend.

Do

· Identify barriers that make them different from other people.

· Explain why prejudice is wrong and repent of any prejudices they have.

· Offer God’s love, acceptance, and friendship to someone who is “different” from them.

· Ask God’s love to guard their hearts so prejudices won’t creep back in.

· Memorize Acts 10:34-35
Lesson details:


1) Worship, Offering, Doxology - 





20 min
2) Spark Interest







10 min

3) Bible Lesson







35 min
4) Reflection Activity







20 min
5) Memory Verse/ Short Prayer





  5 min
Total:
 90min

Worship, Offering, Doxology






20 min


Spark Interest 








10 min
Shocking News

Hold up a newspaper and read the following fictional news:

“Last Sunday, an 11 year old boy from Japan came to a church in Singapore. He was a very fashionable boy. Why do I say that? Because he had his hair coloured red, wore earrings and he was holding a cigarette in his hand as he walked into the church! 

He came up to the pastor and said, “I want to know more about your God. Please tell me.” But the pastor was so disgusted with the boy’s bad habits that He kicked the boy out of the church, “Go away, the church has no place for unholy people like you! I’m sure God doesn’t want such people in His church!” the pastor shouted.

Discuss:

· First clarify that the story is only fictional but it helps us to think about certain important issues. 

· Did the pastor do the right thing?

· How would the other people respond if the pastor welcomed the boy?
· How do you think Jesus will respond in this situation?
· In today’s lesson, we’ll learn about some “big news” that was shocking and hard for the early Christians to believe. God wanted them to get a clearer picture of what He was doing, so He gave two visions to help them understand better.








 
Bible lesson








35 min
Start with Acts1:8 again to establish link to previous lessons: the Gospel has gone from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria after persecution started. However, all this while, the Apostles and believers have been spreading the Gospel only to the Jews in these places and not the Gentiles. 

· What’s the difference?
1.  Identify the basic differences between Jews and Gentiles in Old Testament times.

	Gentiles
	Jews

	Worship false gods
	Worship one true God

	Man-made laws
	God’s law through Moses


2.  Briefly explain how God had instructed the Jews not to be defiled by the practices of the Gentiles. But over the years, the Jews had taken this far beyond what God had intended. They had become prejudiced. Ask children for definitions of prejudice.

· Read Acts 10:1-23. Point out these important facts:

a) God was working at two different locations at the same time to accomplish one big plan.

b) Both Cornelius and Peter received surprising visions and both prayed regularly

c) Peter had a vision of animals being let down from heaven on a sheet. A voice told him to kill and eat certain kinds of animals that Peter had always considered unclean. After seeing this vision three times, it seemed clear that God was giving Peter permission to change his diet. BUT that was not all God was trying to say – the message was to be applied not only in his dietary habits but also attitude towards people. 
· Read Acts 10:24-35. Appoint students to read the parts of Peter and Cornelius, as you narrate. (Or use dramatized audio bible)
Go through these pointers:
Why did Peter go with the men Cornelius sent? (10:28-30, 34-35)

- God showed him that he should.

Why did Cornelius invite so many people to his home? (10:24, 33)

- So they could listen to everything the Lord commanded Peter to tell them.

How did Peter’s vision help change his mind about Gentiles? (10:27-29)

- God showed Peter that he should not call any man impure or unclean.

What attitude did Peter overcome through his experience with Cornelius?

- He overcame the attitude of prejudice.

What did Peter say to show that he was no better than Cornelius? (10:26, 34-35)

- “I am only a man myself”.

What was God teaching Peter by arranging his meeting with Cornelius?

- That God accepts both Jews and Gentiles who believe in His son Jesus.

· The Gospel began to spread to “the world” from here because for the first time, the Christians started to understand that God loves and accepts EVERYONE regardless of their backgrounds, as long as they fear Him and do what is right.

Reflection Activity






         
20 min

You will need: an orange life jacket or a life preserver (or a picture of either).

· Tell this story: 

As a sea captain was sailing across the ocean, he came upon a sinking ship. Many people had already gone overboard, and were crying out for help as they bobbed up and down in the choppy waters. Immediately the captain manoeuvred his ship toward the sinking vessel and dropped the anchor. Without wasting a moment, he lowered himself in the lifeboat, then skilfully and courageously rowed toward the cries of the helpless victims. In no time at all, he was pulling in a man who clung to a life preserver. The man had a moustache and wore an orange life jacket. As the rescued man rested in the lifeboat, his strength returned to him quickly. The captain pointed to another life preserver and told him to help pull in others. The rescued man picked up the life preserver and hesitated. All he did was peer over the side of the boat and stare at the water. 
“What are you waiting for?” the sea captain shouted.

“I’m looking for a moustached man wearing orange life jackets,” came the reply. “Isn’t that who you intended to rescue?”
Ask students how this story makes them feel.

Explain that the first people God chose to “rescue” from their sins were the Jews. They didn’t understand at first that He saved them first because He wanted to use them to rescue the entire world.
Reflect: Is God’s grace and salvation only for those “goody-two-shoes” people?

· Ask students to think about the story and reflect if they are like the rescued man. 
· Think about some of their own prejudices and identify some barriers that may have hindered them from sharing the Gospel or showing care to someone in particular. Ask for some responses.
· Encourage them to remember what God told Peter in the vision, and they too are not to show prejudice or favoritism to anyone.
· Tell students to think of a person who seems to be a victim of favoritism (either picked on or forgotten). As you lead them in prayer, ask them to silently put that person’s name in the blank as you pray, “Lord, please let _____ see Your love through people – and let one of those people be me.”  Pray also for anyone in the room who may feel like an outcast

Memory verse/ Group Prayer





5 min
Memory Verse: Acts 10:34 
Prayer time: 

· Pray for students to be able to identify their prejudices without excusing them.

· Pray that God will be glorified by building bridges between students and people of other races or cultures.
· Pray for the personal requests of students.
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