P3&4 - NT SURVEY
Lesson #2 – First Church (Pentecost)
Big Idea: 

The Holy Spirit unites Christians in one heart and purpose.
Bible Passage:

Acts 2:1-47
Memory verse: 
Acts 2:42 - They (believers) devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Lesson objectives:

Know

· That the Church was born on Pentecost 
· That the Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to speak in other languages and to witness about Jesus.
· That the believers enjoyed continual growth and fellowship together.

Feel

· Fascinated about how the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus’ followers
· Amazed at the people’s great response to Peter’s message

· Excited to belong to the Church of Jesus Christ
Do

· Endeavour to grow as a follower of Jesus.

· Pray for someone they know who is not yet a Christian.

· Memorise Acts 2:42 (NIV)
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Lesson details:


1) Worship, Offering, Doxology - 





20 min
2) Spark Interest







10 min

3) Bible Lesson







40 min
4) Reflection Activity







15 min
5) Memory Verse/ Short Prayer





  5 min
Total:
 90min

Worship, Offering, Doxology






20 min


Spark Interest 








10 min
Happy Birthday!
You will need a decorated birthday cake complete with candles, matches, and napkins. It should be interesting to start off small group today with little cake treats (
Begin the session by lighting the candles and singing “Happy Birthday”. Stop at the part where you need to say the name and ask them “whose birthday are we celebrating?” Let them make some guesses, then explain that just as each person has a birthday, so does the Church. Today we are celebrating the birthday of the Church. Allow each one to eat a piece of the cake.
[Note: Do explain that in the New Testament, the word “church” consistently refers to a congregation or assembly of believers and not the building. So the “Church” that we are referring to today is every believer of Christ.]
· Tell students that today we will look into the book after the Gospels – Acts. Luke wrote this book after writing the Gospel, and he recorded many of things that the apostles did as witnesses after Jesus’ ascension.









 
Bible lesson








40 min
· Review: Last lesson we talked about the first witnesses and the instruction that Jesus gave to all His witnesses – To spread the Good News to the world. 
· Refer to Acts 1:8 to give an overview of the journey we will go through for the next few weeks – how the disciples witnessed for Christ after his ascension in three parts: 1. Jerusalem; 2. Judea and Samaria; the ends of the world.
(Use the attached ppt slides or print it out into charts as illustrations)

· Today’s focus is on Jerusalem, where the FIRST CHURCH was born!
· The Birth of the Church:
· Open Bible to Acts 2.
· Go through the events of Pentecost and bring students’ attention to focus on Peter’s sermon.

Background: On Pentecost, God fulfilled His promise to pour out His Spirit on Jesus’ followers. A large crowd had gathered to find out what had happened. So Peter began to explain the exciting events to them.
· The coming of the Holy Spirit (v. 1-4)

· The responses of the crowd present (v. 5-13)

Peter’s sermon: in response to the crowd (v. 14-40)

Ask students: 

1) What was the theme of Peter’s message?

· “Jesus is the Messiah. Repent – turn from your sin. Be baptized in the name of Jesus!” (v. 36/ 38)

2) How did the people respond to Peter’s words?
· They were pierced in their hearts and many were baptized (v. 37/ 41)

Result: About 3000 were added to their number and the first Church was born! (Acts 2:41)
· What was the first Church like?
· After repenting from their sins and getting baptized, the new believers did several things to help them grow in their Christian faith. Read Acts 2:42-27.
· Take out the “Growing In Our Christian Faith” Chart and have students come to the front and fill in the blanks. (Acts 2:42 – eating together/ fellowship; 2:42 – prayer/ bible study; 2:44 – meeting together/ sharing; 2:45 – giving; 2:47 - worship)

· Ask students if we are still doing the same things as the Church today. Encourage them to continue in all these ways so that the Church can continue to grow!

Reflection Activity






         
15 min

How Can I Contribute to the Growth of the Church? Be a Witness for Christ!
1) We have the Holy Spirit who empowers us, just like the way the disciples were first empowered on Pentecost. 

2) We can go out and be witnesses for Christ and bring more people into the Church.

· Ask students to think of someone they know who is not yet a believer.

· Give them the Prayer Reminder Card (template attached) and ask them to write that person’s name.

· Encourage them to bring this card home and commit to pray for that person as in the prayer schedule. 

Memory verse/ Group Prayer





5 min

Run through this week’s memory verse with the kids.

Acts 2:42 - They (believers) devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Pray for children to grow in Christian faith, to strengthen their walk with Christ and pray for their non-Christian friends. Pray that children will have fellowship with each other. Pray for Holy Spirit to teach the students, bringing Scriptures to mind in times of need. Ask the Lord to help the children become good listeners- to Him and to others.

Pray for personal requests of students.
















First Church


(Pentecost)
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