P3&4 - NT SURVEY
Lesson #1 – First Witnesses (Gospels & Ascension)
Big Idea: 

Jesus commands His followers to be His witnesses and to proclaim the Good News.
Bible Passage:

Selected passages from Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:36-53
Memory verse: 
Acts 1:8
Lesson objectives:

Know

· That the four gospels are accounts given by the first witnesses of Jesus and his life
· That these first witnesses include the apostles – the twelve disciples of Jesus
· That Jesus ascended to heaven and commanded His disciples to be witnesses of Him
Feel

· Confident that the four Gospels gives them the true account of Jesus’ life

· Aware that Christians today are to be witnesses of Jesus

· Eager to witness to others about Jesus’ death, resurrection and forgiveness
Do

· Commit to be witnesses for Christ
· Memorise Acts 1:8 (NIV)
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Lesson details:


1) Worship, Offering, Doxology - 





20 min
2) Spark Interest







10 min

3) Bible Lesson







35 min
4) Reflection Activity







20 min
5) Memory Verse/ Short Prayer





  5 min
Total:
 90min

Worship, Offering, Doxology






20 min


Spark Interest 








10 min
What Is An Eyewitness?
You will need pictures of ONE exciting or dramatic event (fight, car accident, fire etc) and a toy microphone
· Show students the pictures and have them imagine that they were at the scene when the pictures were taken. 
· Give them several minutes to look at the pictures and think about what they may have observed. 
· Use the toy microphone as if you were a news reporter and go around the room interviewing some of your students about the event and their observations and reactions. 
· Tell students that if they had really watched this event, they would be eyewitnesses. 
· Discuss what an eyewitness is: Someone who sees an event take place and tells others about what he or she has seen.

· Emphasize that accuracy of information is important in reporting about an event that was witnessed. 
Introduce to students the topic for today: 
· The New Testament begins with the four Gospels and they are actually accounts of Jesus’ life and his teachings written by the first witnesses then – the Apostles!








 
Bible lesson








35 min
(1) A review/ overview about the Gospels: 
Ask the students: 
· What are the Gospels? (The first four books in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

· What do the Gospels tell us about? (The life and teachings of Jesus)

· Who wrote the four Gospels? (Hint: names of the books!)

· Why do you think God chose these four men to tell us the story of His Son, Jesus? (All four of them either witnessed the events of Jesus’ ministry firsthand or they interviewed people who had - Luke)
· Jesus called his disciples as the witnesses of His life, because they saw Him suffer, die and rise from the dead on the third day. (Refer to Luke 24:44-48)

· The apostles followed Jesus everywhere in his three years of ministry and became first witnesses of Jesus life and teachings. Some of the things that they have witnessed and gave firsthand information about are written down into the Gospels: 

· Jesus teaching the people

· Jesus performing miracles and healing the sick

· Jesus’ suffering, death, resurrection and ascension
· Why are there four accounts if it is the same story? Why didn’t all the disciples come together to write just ONE Gospel?
· Refer back to the activity in “Spark Interest” and ask if there would be a difference in the reports given by different people? E.g. In a fight:

· Victim’s friend reporting to the teacher or police
· Fighter’s friend defending him

· A parent/ teacher who is using this episode to teach a child what is right or wrong

· Reporter who is stating the facts of what happened

· Explain to students that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John each wrote about a different perspective of Jesus' life, and each one wrote to a different group of people (audience). Emphasize that the different accounts do not contradict each other.  Although they contain many of the same stories, each story is written from a different point of view. You can refer to the table below for general info to share with them:
	
	MATTHEW
	MARK
	LUKE
	JOHN

	AUTHOR


	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	OCCUPATION


	Tax Collector
	Missionary
	Doctor
	Fisherman

	FIRST READERS
	Jews
	Romans
	Greeks
	All People


(2) What else did Jesus want his disciples to do as His witnesses, besides writing about Him in the Gospels?

Let’s zoom into one episode that the Apostles witnessed together: Jesus’ ascension.

(Refer Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:36-53) 
· Divide the students into three groups and have each group look up each of the above passage. Find out what is the instruction that Jesus gave to His disciples about being His witnesses. What were they supposed to do with the information that they have about Him and His teachings?

· They were to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:47)
· They were to go and make disciples of all nations… teaching them to obey all that Jesus had commanded them (Matthew 28:19)
· They were to go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation (Mark 16:15)

Reflection Activity






         
25 min

So What Has This Got To Do With Me?
1) Ask students to reflect:

· Whether these verses were only for Jesus’ disciples in Bible times only, or whether they are also for Jesus’ disciples today?

· Can we be witnesses for Christ today?

· If yes, then what does it mean for me to be a witness for Jesus? What am I witnessing about? (How is Jesus real to me?)
· Get some responses from students

· Go through some key points of the Gospel

· Tell them that we need to be convinced that Jesus is alive and real today if we are to witness for Him. If not, how can we be witnesses of something/someone we do not know?
2) Commit to be a Witness-for-Christ!

· Read the memory verse together (Acts 1:8)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
· Make commitment cards and give out to each student. Let them sign their names, and write the date as a commitment to be a Witness for Christ.
Note: Encourage those who do not know much about Jesus or the Gospel yet, that as they read the four Gospels and learn more about Him and talk to Him more in prayer, they will get to know Jesus better and be a witness for Him! (Offer to talk and pray with them privately after the session)
· Pray together with the children and commit to being witnesses for Christ as a class. 
· Pray for the personal requests of the children.




First Witnesses


(Gospels & Ascension)





























PAGE  
1

