HOPE: be radically transformed

New Testament Survey for Youth


Introduction (Group time ONE)

Answer Key
A. Short Quiz

1. How many books are there in the Bible? 66 books

2. How many books are there in the Old Testament? 39 books

3. How many books are there in the New Testament? 27 books

4. What is the major difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament?

The Old Testament writes about one God, Yahweh, the God of Israel, and tracks the history of Israel. The New Testament features the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, who is both God and man, who came through Jewish line, and came to save people from sin and death, and taught believers how to live.

5. What is the main message of the Bible?

God created humanity and enjoyed peace with humanity, but peace was interrupted by sin, and humanity became separated from God. Since that time, God pursued fallen humanity, resulting in God rescuing humanity from sin and death through His Son, Jesus Christ. Christ commissioned believers in Him to walk with Him and to spread the good news of God’s rescue to the ends of the earth. The Bible ends with humanity being reunited with God in a new heaven and earth.
B. What is the Message of the NT?

· Who are some of the main characters in the NT? Read the following verses to mark down the main characters: Matthew 1:18-25, John 21:15-19 & Acts 2:14, Acts 9:1 & Ephesians 1:1a

Matt 1:18-25 


Jesus

John 21:15-19 & Acts 2:14
Peter 

Acts 9:1 & Eph 1:1a

Paul (who was Saul)

· What does the NT tell us about humanity? Read Romans 3:23, Romans 1:18-25, 1 John 2:16-17, Matthew 9:36

Romans 3:23

Humanity sinned and falls short of the glory of God

Romans 1:18-25
The effects of sin causes the heart of humanity to be wicked

1 John 2:16-17
Sin causes humanity to be lovers of the world

Matthew 9:36

Humanity is lost without Christ (the shepherd) 

· What does the NT tell us about the world? Read 1 John 2:17, Matthew 24:7-8, 2 Peter 3:10

1 John 2:17

The world and its desires will pass away

Matthew 24:7-8
There will be chaos and tragedy in the world

2 Peter 3:10

The world will be judged

· What does the NT tell us about Christ’s main purpose of coming to earth? Read Matthew 5:17, Matthew 20:28, Mark 2:10, Luke 19:10

Matt 5:17

To fulfill the Law and the Prophets, that is, Old Testament

Matt 20:28

To save and serve humanity

Mark 2:10

To forgive sins

Luke 19:10

To seek and save the lost

· What does the NT teach about being a Christian? How are they to live and what are they to do? Read Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 9:23, Matthew 5:13-16, Matthew 22:37-39, 1 Corinthians 5:7, Romans 12:1-2, Galatians 5:16-26, 1 Peter 1:13-15
Matt 28:18-20
Disciple the nations

Luke 9:23

Deny self and follow Christ (surrender)

Matt 5:13-16

Shine for Christ. Be distinct and a testimony

Matt 22:37-39
Love God and your neighbors

1 Cor 5:7

Live by faith

Romans 12:1-2
Transformed

Gal 5:16-26

Keep in step with the Spirit. Bear fruit

1 Peter 1:13-15
Live a holy life. Pursue holiness

Salvation is a free gift, but it comes with a cost. (John Stott)

DJ Week ONE

Monday

· Youth’s answers to be shared at group time TWO

Tuesday

One of the big differences between the Old Testament and the New Testament is the appearance of the Son, Jesus Christ, on earth. Read the following verses, and note down what makes us a believer in Christianity: John 3:16, Romans 10:13, 1 John 5:11, 12

· Belief in Christ

· Professing Christ as Lord

· Having Christ in me

Wednesday

How are Christians to live? As we learnt at our group time, to live the Christian life is not easy. Salvation is a free gift, but it comes with a cost. For example, look at Luke 9:23, Romans 12:1-2 & 1 John 2:15-17. What are the challenges of being a Christian for you personally?
· Luke 9:23

Denying self is tough. Giving up rights to follow Christ

· Romans 12:1-2
Not to follow the world (the crowd). Be transformed

· 1 John 2:15-17
Cannot crave for worldly pleasure even if looks good

Book of Matthew (Group time TWO)
Answer Key

MATTHEW
A.
The Birth of Jesus Christ

Read Matthew 1:17, looking also at Matt 1:1,2, 6, 16. Why do you think Matthew bothered to record the genealogy of Jesus Christ?

· Matthew shows the link between the Old Testament and New Testament

· Shows God’s faithfulness throughout the generations

· Matthew was writing to the Jews, and reminds the Jews of the God they worship
Read Genesis 12:1-3, Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6. What do these three passages say, and is there any reference to Jesus Christ?

· Genesis 12:1-3 shows the promise / covenant of God to Abram that out from him will come a great nation. Matthew intentionally traces Jesus’ genealogy back to Abraham, and demonstrates that God is fulfilling this promise made to Abraham 42 generations ago.

· Isaiah 7:14 talks about a virgin to give birth to Immanuel (God with us). This links to Matthew 1:18-23.

· Isaiah 9:6 is once again a forth telling of the birth of Jesus Christ.

Read Matthew 1:18-25. How does this passage relate with the passages in Isaiah, and what is Matthew trying to tell us?

· God is faithful to His promises

· The God in the Old Testament is the same God in the New Testament

· Jesus is the promised one

B.
The Mission of Jesus Christ

Read Matthew 1:22, 2:15, 2:17, 2:23, 4:14-16. What do these verses all say? What do they tell us about Jesus Christ?

· Jesus has come to fulfill what was said through the prophets in the Old Testament

· Once again, this shows the God in the Old Testament is the same God in the New Testament

· Demonstrates God’s Word is true and will come to pass

What do the following verses tell us about Jesus’ mission on earth?

Matthew 1:21

Save people from their sins

Matthew 4:17

Tell people to repent from their sins

Matthew 9:35

Preach to all peoples

Matthew 13:34
Told parables so God could be understood to all people

Matthew 20:28
To save and to serve

Matthew 28:18-20
Commission believers to be His disciples

C.
Summary and Application

· Matthew writes to the JEWS and INTENTIONALLY writes the statement: “..FULFILLED what was said through the prophets” on around 11 different parts of the book. This is evidence to the Jews that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah spoken by the prophets in the OLD TESTAMENT. For us today, we can see that 
· Jesus is the same God written about in the Old Testament. 
· Jesus came to earth not just to fulfill the Old Testament, but also came to SERVE and SAVE (Matt 20:28). 
· Jesus came to usher in the KINGDOM of God to earth (Matt 4:17), performing MIRACLES that amazed the crowds (Matt 15:31), and to PREACH the good news of the Kingdom (Matt 9:35), giving HOPE to the common folk (Matt 5:1-12), HEALING the sick and unwanted (e.g. Matt 8:1-17), FORGIVING sins (Matt 9:6).

DJ WEEK TWO

Matthew

Tuesday

What is the Gospel?

· About Jesus coming to save man from sin

· The bad news: all have sinned and separated from God

· The worse news: punishment of sin is death

· The good news: Jesus died for our sin

· The better news: if you believe in Jesus you have free gift of eternal life

Read the following verses. Using the verses given, see if you can piece together the Gospel message. Write it down so it makes coherent sense and share at next group time. 

1. Romans 3:23

all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory

2. Romans 6:23

punishment of sin is death but free gift of life in Jesus

3. John 3:16

for God so loved the world He gave his only son to save us

4. 1 John 5:11, 12
To have eternal life, you must have Jesus (believe in Jesus)

5. John 14:6 

Jesus is the only way to God

Reviewing what you wrote yesterday, what is man’s greatest problem? What was God’s greatest plan to solve the greatest problem? Which verses would you use to explain this?
· Man’s greatest problem is sin (Romans 3:23) which leads to death (Rom 6:23a)

· Greatest solution is Jesus Christ (John 3:16, Rom 6:23b)

· You can have this gift (1 John 5:11, 12; John 14:6)

Book of Romans (Group time THREE)

Answer Key

MAN’S GREATEST PROBLEM

Run group discussion on “Lost souls in Seoul” (20min)

The greatest problem: SIN

What is sin? How does it affect people?

· Sin is often seen as all the wicked things people to, or wrong doing

· Sin is more than that. It is evil, but it also separates us from God (see Genesis 3)

· Sin destroys our self esteem. Sin makes us feel guilty. Sin tears up relationships.

Read Romans 1:18. What does this verse say that God is revealing to humanity because of sin?

· God is revealing his wrath or punishment because of sin – eternal death

Read Romans 1:21-32. Write down the long list of sins in this passage. Circle those you think you struggle with or are exposed to.

· sexual immorality

· perversion

· greed 

· full of envy 

· murder

· strife

· deceit 

· malice

· gossip

· slanderers

· God-haters

· Insolent

· arrogant 

· boastful

· invent ways of doing evil

· disobey their parents

· senseless

· faithless

· heartless

· ruthless
Read Romans 3:23. What does this verse say about humanity? Then read Romans 6:23a. What is the consequence?

· Romans 3:23

Humanity falls short of God’s standard. God’s standard is holiness (see 1 Peter 1:15-16)

· Romans 6:23a

Punishment is death – eternal death

Why is sin man’s greatest problem?

· Sin leads to never ending search for truth

· Sin leads to no answers or meaning in life

· Sin leads to eternal death – hell

Summary & Application

· Paul writes that all have SINNED and FALLEN SHORT of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

· The consequence of sin is DEATH. That is, ETERNAL death (Romans 6:23)

· This consequence is from God, who is revealing His WRATH (ANGER) from heaven to humanity for their GODLESSNESS and WICKEDNESS (Rom 1:18)

· Some of the sins listed in Romans 1:21-32 which I struggle with or exposed to are __________________________________________________________. Paul says in verse 32 that I deserve DEATH because of my sin.

· Facilitate response time. Get youth to reflect over their sins. Make this a deep and meaningful time of prayer.
DJ WEEK THREE
ROMANS (1)

This week’s DJ is more of personal responses and reflection time. You may wish for the youth to share their responses for 10 minutes before commencing group time four

GROUP TIME FOUR

Romans (2)

THE GREATEST SOLUTION: JESUS CHRIST

The greatest solution: Jesus Christ

A BIBLE EXERCISE: Romans 5:1-11. 

1. In your Bible, using a pen or pencil, circle all the VERBS you see in this passage

2. UNDERLINE all the actions of Jesus Christ

3. Put a RECTANGLE around all the words or phrases you think are key words

· Key verbs:
Justified, stand, rejoice, suffering, perseverance, hope, poured, died, demonstrates, saved

· Actions of Christ:
justified through faith, Christ died for the ungodly, Christ died for us, saved through His life

1. What is the main message in this passage?

· Christ took on the punishment of sin on our behalf

· We have been justified, meaning God judges us as having been freed from punishment

· Even though we deserved death, Christ died on our behalf

· Therefore, we are saved from the wrath of God which we deserved because of sin, because Christ took on that punishment for us. Therefore, live in Christ.

2. Why did Christ do this?

· God loved us (Rom 5:8)

3. Read Romans 6:23. What is the cost and what is the free gift?

· Cost is death

· Free gift is eternal life through Christ Jesus

4. Read Romans 6:11-14. Now that a believer has received this free gift, how are we meant to live?

· Dead to sin

· Alive in Christ

· Put to death the sin nature

· Allow God’s righteousness to take over
5. Read Romans 6:18. What does this verse mean?

· We are no longer under the power of sin which leads to death. We have been delivered to live a new life under Christ, so we now have life, and are called to live in righteousness, to live right with God.

Summary & Application

· We have been JUSTIFIED through FAITH in CHRIST JESUS (Romans 5:1)

· Even though we are SINNERS, Christ DIED for us. This was a demonstration of God’s LOVE (Romans 5:8).

· The punishment we deserved was DEATH which is God’s WRATH, but instead God gave us the free gift of LIFE (Romans 5:9-11, 6:23)

· As a Christian, I am to live as a SLAVE to RIGHTEOUSNESS (Romans 6:18). I am to put SIN to DEATH and come ALIVE in Christ (Romans 6:11-12)
· Lead the youth into a time of response to God. 

· Challenge the youth to dedicate their lives to living for God and His righteousness, to put to death the sin nature every day.
DJ WEEK FOUR

Romans (2)

Tuesday

Read Romans 6:8-14

1. Why is Jesus Christ the greatest solution?

· Freed us from the power of sin which leads to eternal death

· Frees us to live a new life – away from the destructive power of evil

2. What should have master over us as Christians?

· Righteousness – that is, the ways of God
Wednesday

Read Romans 6:15-23, 8:1-2

These are personal responses by the youth. 

GROUP TIME FIVE

Romans (3)

THE BELIEVER’S GREATEST RESPONSIBILITY

Read Romans 12:1-2

1. What is the main message in this passage?

· In view of the mercy that God demonstrated, sparing us from eternal punishment, live a new life in Christ. Be transformed by the renewing of the mind, and know what God wants.

2. Think a bit deeper. A sacrifice is something that is dead. That is, if an animal is offered as a sacrifice, it must be dead before it is sacrificed. So how can a believer be a living sacrifice? What does “living sacrifice” mean?

· Putting to death the sin nature, and the old self. See 2 Corinthians 5:17

3. What does it mean to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”?

· The mind controls our actions and emotions. We need to change our thinking from the world’s way of thinking to Christ’s way, so that our lives reflect Christ.

4. Read Romans 12:9-13. List down some key ways to live a transformed life that are mentioned in this passage.

· Love – must be sincere. Love God and others (v9)
· Honor others above self (v10)

· Be joyful in hope

· Patient in affliction

· Faithful in prayer

· Share with those in need

· Practice hospitality

5. Brainstorm some practical ways you can show love to your school friends, how you can help people in need, and practice hospitality in youth fellowship:

Summary & Application

· We are live as LIVING SACRIFICES, by RENEWING our minds, to be TRANSFORMED to be more and more like CHRIST (Romans 12:1-2)

· We are called to LOVE God and others, HONOR others, and to SHARE (Romans 12:9-14)
DJ WEEK FIVE

Romans (5)

Tuesday

Personal answers required

Wednesday

Read Romans 13:8-14

What is Romans 13:12b-14 saying?

· We are living in days of darkness, which is days of sin. But we need to be clothed with Christ, meaning, take on the nature of Christ that goes against the ways of evil.

· Therefore, we must lived transformed lives.

GROUP TIME SIX

Philippians

1. Read Philippians 1:27-28. How should we live?

· Live in manner worthy of the Gospel, living to contend for the faith. That is, the picture is of one who fights for the Gospel, and even when people speak against Christ, we must defend Christ.

2. What do you think it means to live in a “manner worthy of the Gospel”?

· Live as a good representation of the Gospel. That is, live a new transformed life. Live a life that pleases God. Live a life that avoids sin. Live a life that loves God and others, that is not selfish but giving.

3. What does it mean to “contend as one man for the faith”?

· Defend the faith. See answer one.

4. Read Philippians 2:1-11. What is the attitude that Paul calls us to live?
· Humility. Selflessly

5. How did Christ demonstrate humility?
· He made Himself nothing. He gave up His kingship or position in heaven and made Himself a man, and obedient to the Father God, even to the point of dying for our sin

· Remember that the death that Jesus experienced was something extremely painful. He did not have to go through that, but such was the extent of his obedience.

6.  What is a humble person? How do they live their lives?

· Personal responses

Summary & Application

Paul calls believers to conduct themselves in a manner WORTHY of the GOSPEL (Philippians 1:27)
We are to STAND FIRM in one spirit, contending for the Gospel like ONE MAN not AFRAID of those who oppose us (Philippians 1:27b-28)
An example of an attitude that we are called to live is HUMILITY. This was demonstrated by Jesus Christ who GAVE Himself to become a SUFFERING SERVANT and gave His LIFE up for us (Philippians 2:5-11)

DJ WEEK SIX

PHILIPPIANS

Tuesday

Read Philippians 3:7-14

What is Paul trying to say here?

· In verses 5-6, Paul lists all his achievements in life, and all his acclaims

· All his achievements pale in comparison to the greatness of God, who did the unexpected and gave his life for humanity so that they may know Him.

· Therefore, with knowing what Christ has done, which was to give up everything for us, let us respond by giving up everything for him

How would you describe Paul’s attitude in verse 13b – 14?

Paul is extremely determined to live his life for Christ, to give up everything to follow God.

Give up his rights
Wednesday

Read Philippians 4:5, 8
What is the attitude Paul calls us to have in verse 5? Why should we do that?

· Rejoice, because we have this new life in Christ

· We have nothing to worry about in Christ. The Christian life can be worried free, but it does not mean it will be troubled free (see Matthew 6:25-34)

What should be our focus according to verse 8? Why is that difficult? Ask the Lord to help you.

· Focus on things above. That is, the ways of God

· Focus on purity, and what is acceptable to God

GROUP TIME WEEK SEVEN
1 JOHN

Answer Key
C. Objectives
1. Lead youth to realize that hatred for a brother is inconsistent with their claim as children of God. 
2. Challenge youth to love each other in actions as God has loved us and commanded us to do so.
D. Introduction
1. Although there are only 5 chapters in the book of 1 John, do you know the number of times the word ‘love’ or ‘loved’ is used in the book of 1 John (NIV)? 45 times
2. It is interesting to note that the 1 John consists of many contrasting ideas.  Give it a go in listing  the contrasts :
	1:5
	Light
	Darkness

	1:8-10
	Confession of sin
	Denial of sin

	2:15
	Love of the world
	Love of God / Father

	2:22
	Christ
	Anti Christ

	3:14
	Life
	Death

	4:6
	Truth
	Falsehood

	4:17, 18
	Confidence
	Fear

	4:20
	Love
	Hatred


3. Do you agree with following statements?  Explain your answer.
	A Christian is a child of God because he believes Jesus is the Son of God and has eternal life.
	Agree

1 John 5:13 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

1 John 4:15
If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.

1 John 5:1a
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,

	How well a Christian serves God shows how close he is to God.  
	Disagree.  A person can serve God out of his own strength without any reliance on God.   The mark of a Christian is his desire to do what is right and his love for his brother.
1 John 3:10
This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

	God’s love for me is determined by how much I obey Him.
	Disagree.  God has already proven his love for us by sending his Son to die for us.  It has nothing to do with my obedience.  In fact, it is the other way - my love for God is reflected in my obedience to His commands.

1 John 3:1
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

1 John 3:16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

1 John 4:9
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.

1 John 4:10
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

1 John 5:3
This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome,


E. One who knows God
1. Who is God according to 1 John 1:5 and 4:8? 
1 John 1:5 
God is light

1 John 4:16 
God is love

2. Complete the following sentences:
1 John 1:6,7

When I know that God is LIGHT, I will WALK  in the light and have FELLOWSHIP with one another.   I will not walk in darkness but will live by the TRUTH. 
1 John 4:15, 16
I know the LOVE of God, when I acknowledge that Jesus is the SON OF GOD.  GOD lives in me and I in GOD when I live in LOVE.  
F. One who loves God
Match each of the following statements with their corresponding bible references:

	I love God when I obey His word.
	1 John 2:5

	To obey God’s command is to show my love for God.
	1 John 5:3

	God commands us to love one another.
	1 John 3:23

	Anyone who does not love his brothers remains in death.
	1 John 3:14

	Whoever does not love does not know God.
	1 John 4:8


G. One who loves others
1. What are some possible reasons for loving others?
Possible answers:

Reciprocal 
 

The person loves me.

Gratitude 
 

The person has done so much for me.

Personal preference  
I like the person.

Qualities of the person 
The person is worthy of my love.

Hero worship 

The person is so good and superb.

Sense of well being  

The person makes me feel good or happy.
Sympathy


I feel so sorry for the person.

2. When do you find it hard to it hard to love someone?

Possible answers: 
Bad habits, hostile behaviour, unlovable character, hurt, betrayal 
3. How is it possible to love others even though they are not lovable?  Read 1 John 2:13, 4:7, 4:19, 5:4,5.
1 John 2:13
Believers have overcome the evil one.

1 John 4:7
Love comes from God.
1 John 4:19
God first loved us.

1 John 5:4,5
We, who believe in Jesus is the Son of God, have overcome the world – including hatred.

H. Summary and Application
When I believe Jesus as the Son of God, God lives in me and I in Him.  God is light, I will live by truth and not walk in darkness.   God is love and He has shown His love for me by sending Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for my sins.  Jesus has laid down his life for me.   I know God is love.  I love God by obeying His command to love one another.  As I live in love, I live in God, and God in me.  In this way, love is made perfect in me and I will have confidence on the day of judgment.
DJ WEEK SEVEN
Monday

1. Read the article “Rallying Round” dated 15 April 2008 which shows how Christians from five nations shares Christ’s love with a Chinese couple while they are in Thailand.  How do those Christians to share Christ’s love?

Author was present at the accident
Thai friend helped with translation for Jane. 

American helped with translation for Quinn.

Author visited couple in hospital visit and prayed, 
Vietnamese believer sang hymns and Scripture.

Believers explained treatment plan to Quinn in hospital
Japanese Christian and wife cared for couple at their home.

Student believers paid for hospital bill for Quinn.

Author changed venue of fellowship meeting so that couple can attend. 
2. In summary, how do the Christians from five nations love the couple with God’s love?  Read 1 John 3:16-18.
1 John 3:16  
Lay down one’s life 

1 John 3:17  
Share material possessions with those in need.  

1 John 3:18  
Love not with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.

Tuesday

1. What are two actions that a Christian who loves God will NOT do continually?  Read 1 John 2:15, 4:20
1 John 4:20 
Hate his brother. 
1 John 2:15 
Love the world or anything in the world.
2. Do you believe God loves you?  Why or why not?

Why?

Christ died for me.  

The bible tells me so.
Someone told me about God’s love.
I can feel it.

Why not?

God does not get me out of my trouble and misery.
I am not lovable.
I have not done anything worthy of God’s love.
3. Read 1 John 3:1, 3:16, 4:10, 5:1.  Write a thanksgiving prayer to God for His love for you.  The following are the verses and a sample thanksgiving prayer for God’s love.
1 John 3:1
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.


1 John 3:16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

1 John 4:10
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

1 John 5:1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.

Dear God,

You have lavished your great love for me by sending your Son as an atoning sacrifice for my sins.  Thank you for Jesus who laid down his life for me.  Thank you for the privilege of being your child by believing that Jesus is the Christ.  Amen.

Wednesday

1. Think of someone or a group of people who is in need.   How can you share God’s love to this person or group in action?

2. Write a prayer for this person or group.

Thursday

1. Think of someone whom you have difficulty loving.
2. Read 1 John 4:4,  4:7,  4:8, 4:11,  4:19.  What do the verses teach you about taking the first step to love that person? 
1 John 4:4
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
1 John 4:7
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.
1 John 4:8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

1 John 4:11
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
1 John 4:19
We love because he first loved us.

3. Are you willing to love and not hate this person?  Write a prayer for yourself and for that person. 

Friday

1. Read over your notes for this week, starting from the group time and each day of your DJ entry. Write down key lessons you have learnt about the knowing God, loving God and loving others. 
2. Meditate and memorize 1 John 4:7
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.

3. Spend sometime to pray for the person or group in need, for the person whom you decide to love and also other youth group members. 

GROUP TIME WEEK EIGHT
1 & 2 TIMOTHY

Answer Key
A. Objective
Challenge believers to view their purpose in life from God’s grace and purpose and to persevere in times of opposition and hardship.
B. Introduction
1. 1 and 2 Timothy were written to Timothy in Ephesus.   Paul wrote 1 Timothy from Macedonia in AD 62.  In AD 67 Paul wrote 2 Timothy while he was imprisoned in Rome.  The following year, Paul was beheaded.  Thus, 2 Timothy was the last of Paul’s letters.  During this period, the early church faced persecutions from Roman Emperor Nero and the problem of false teachings.
2. Theme of 1 Timothy : Order

3. Theme of 2 Timothy : Doctrine

C. Who is Paul?

Paul is a man of high social standing.  He has reasons to be proud of his heritage as a pure Hebrew, his knowledge of Mosaic Law as a Pharisee and his zeal to pursue legalistic righteousness as a persecutor of early Christians (Philippians 3: 4-6).
1. What do 1 Timothy 1:13-15 and 2 Timothy 1:1 tell us about Paul?
1 Tim 1:13   
Was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man

1 Tim 1:15  
The worst of sinners.

2 Tim 1:1   
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God

2. Why would Paul make those claims in 1 Timothy 1:14? 
1 Tim 1:14
Paul knew the abundant grace of God and the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
D. What is Paul’s purpose in life?

1. Read 1 Timothy 2:3-7.   Summarize how God’s purpose affects Paul’s purpose in life.  

God wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth through the person of Christ Jesus.  Paul is appointed a herald and an apostle to tell the truth, especially to the Gentiles. 
E. What are Paul’s challenges in working out his purpose in life?

1. It is not easy for Paul to keep focusing on God’s purpose for him.  What are his  difficulties?  Read 2 Timothy 1:8, 2:9, 3:12 and 4:16.

1:8
Imprisoned

2:9
Chained like a criminal

3:12
Persecuted for living a godly life for Jesus

4:16
Deserted by everyone

Paul’s purpose in life has not changed since he first wrote to Timothy.  He shares his purpose once again in 2 Timothy.  

F. What is Paul’s response to challenges? 

1. What is Paul’s response to his hardship for sharing the gospel?  Read 2 Timothy 1:8-12 , 2:3, 2:10 and 4:17
2 Tim 1:8
He is not ashamed to testify about Jesus nor ashamed to be a prisoner
2 Tim 1:8
He invites others to join him in suffering for the gospel.
2 Tim 1:8
He relies on the power of God.
2 Tim 2:3
He endures hardship like a soldier of Jesus Christ.

2 Tim 2:10
He endures everything for the sake of the elect’s salvation.
2 Tim 1:12
He knows why he is suffering and is not ashamed.  

2 Tim 1:12
He knows the God who is able to guard him.
2 Tim 4:17
He relies on the strength of God and the presence of God
2 Timothy 1:8-12

8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.

2 Timothy 2:3
Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 2:10 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

 2 Timothy 4:17 

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.

G. Summary and Application
Paul views himself and his purpose in life from God’s grace and purpose for saving him.  His past achievements before he knows Jesus is of no value to him once he knows God, “who has saved him and called him to a holy life – not because of anything he has done but because of his own purpose and grace” - 2 Timothy 1:9. 

Do you know God’s purpose for saving you?

Have you been measuring your worth according to the things you can or cannot do?  How does this way of measuring self worth affect the way you live as a Christian?  
When I measure my worth by what I CAN do, I determine my spirituality and my closeness with God by how much I serve and by how faithful I keep my religious practices.  I may become legalistic and uncompassionate towards those who do not perform.  I think God is pleased with me when I do all the right things.

When I measure my worth by what I CANNOT do, I live in defeat and failure.  I get discouraged or even depressed.  I feel that I have failed as a Christian and that stops me from trying anymore since I know I will fail again and will disappoint the church and God.  

DJ WEEK EIGHT
1 & 2 TIMOTHY

Monday

1. Read about the persecution among Amdo Tibetans Christians.  What are the hardships they face?

Believers face unrest and violence together with their family members who are not even believers.
They have to leave home, family, friends and community.

They lose their jobs, ostracized and never marry.

2. Read the testimony of Chandi from Cambodia (EAM, 6 April 1008).  What hardship does she face and what is her response? 

Opposition 
Father stops her from coming to church and attending Bible studies

Contradictions 
Father says that all religions are the same.

She is discouraged at first and she shares her burden with others who



pray for her.  God answers their prayers.

3. Do you face hardship for being a Christian?  Do you know of anyone who is suffering for being a Christian?  Will you share the hardships with someone in the group and have them pray with you.

Tuesday

1. Paul is concerned that Timothy will give up his faith in face of hardship.  Is Paul’s concern valid?  
2. Read about the people who deserted Paul in the following passages.  For each row of Bible reference, write names of people mentioned in the verses in un-shaded box and indicate the type of hardship Paul encounters.  The first two Bible references are completed for you.  
	
	Names of those who deserted Paul
	(A) Meaningless Talk / False  doctrines / Opposition 
	(B)

Godless Chatter
	(C)

Left Faith
	(D)

Lover of self & world

	1 Tim 1:6
	

	X
	
	
	

	1 Tim 1:19
	Hymenaeus and Alexander
	
	
	X
	

	1 Tim 4:1
	
	
	
	X (follow demon)
	

	1 Tim 4:2
	
	X
	
	
	

	1 Tim 6:3-5
	
	X
	
	
	

	1 Tim 6:10
	
	
	
	
	X (love for money)

	2 Tim 1:15
	Phygelus and Hermogenes.
	
	
	X
	

	2 Tim 2:16
	
	
	X
	
	

	2 Tim 2:18
	Hymenaeus and Philetus
	X
	
	X (wander from truth)
	

	2 Tim 3:2-5
	
	
	X
	
	X

	2 Tim 3:8
	
	X
	
	
	

	2 Tim 4:14
	Alexander
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2 Tim 4:9
	Demas
	
	
	
	X


3. Well done!  You persevere through the passages. Are you amazed at the long list of names and ways Christians oppose Paul or give up their faith?  

4. How do you feel about that?
 Wednesday

1. If you feel sad, discouraged or even worried when you see how easy it is for Christians to leave their faith in face of hardship or teach false and godless truths, how do you think Timothy would have felt during his times?
2. What is Paul’s advice for Timothy against meaningless talk, false doctrines and opposition?  
	1 Tim 4:6
	Minister of Jesus Christ, bring up truths of the faith

	1 Tim 4:7-8
	Training in godliness

	1 Tim 4:12
	Devote to reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching

	1 Tim 6:6
	Godliness with contentment

	1 Tim 6:11
	Flee from love of money and false teachers.  Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentles.  

	2 Tim 2:15
	Handle word of truth correctly

	2 Tim 2:23
	Have nothing to do with foolish arguments

	2 Tim 3:15,16
	Scriptures are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus

	2 Tim 3:16,17
	Scripture is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work

	2 Tim 4:2
	Preach the word in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and careful instruction.


3. Which of Paul’s advice is useful for you? 
Thursday

1. Paul also encourages Timothy to be faithful and to persevere.  Find out more from these verses:
	1 Tim 4:12
	Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young  but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity

	1 Tim 6:12
	Fight the good fight of faith

	2 Tim 2:1
	Be strong in the grace that is in Jesus Christ

	2 Tim 2:3
	Endure hardship like good soldier of Christ


2. Do any of the verses encourage you to press on for Jesus?  Share it with your group members. 
Friday

1. Read over your notes for this week, starting from the group time and each day of your DJ entry. Write down key lessons you have learnt about the purpose of life, nature of hardships and Paul’s advice and encouragement.

2. Is it worth it?  All the hardship and all the effort!!!  Here is what Paul has to say in his last chapter of his last letter before his death.  
2 Timothy 4:6-8
For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

What hope Paul has in God and in eternity!
3. What about you? Do you want to finish the race well with faith in the Almighty God who loves you and has sent Jesus to be your atoning sacrifice?  Write a prayer response that truly reflects your desire and hope, fear and struggle.
GROUP TIME WEEK NINE
GLOBAL EVANGELISM – PART 1
Answer Key
A. Objective
1. Create an awareness of the need to share the gospel.
2. Help youth understand the essence of the gospel.

3. Encourage youth to learn a method of sharing the gospel.

B. Introduction
Do you know the regions where the following world religions are vastly practised? http://www.mapsofworld.com/world-religion-map.htm
1. Middle Eastern Religions: 
· Christianity 

· Roman Catholicism 

· Protestantism 

· Eastern Orthodox Church 

· Islam 

· Shitte 

· Sunni 

· Judaism 

· Zoroastrianism 

2. Far Eastern Religions: 
· Confucianism 

· Taoism 

· Shinto 

· Mahayana Buddhism 

3. Indian Religions: 
· Hinduism 

· Sikhism 

· Jainism 

· Theravada Buddhism 

4. African Religions: 
· Tribal Religions of Sub-Saharan Africa 

5. American Religions: 
· Religions of Indigenous American Indians 

6. Oceanic Religions: 
· The religions of the Pacific Islanders 

· The beliefs of the Aborigines of Australia 

· The beliefs of the Maoris of New Zealand 

1. What is the concept of God for each of the following religions?  Try matching them.
	Religion
	Concept of God

	Christianity
	God is creator of all. One in essence and three in persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  God is love.

	Buddhism
	There is no god.  Truth is not a god but a principle of enlightenment.

	Islam
	There is no God but one God, the first and the last.  His name is Allah.

	Hinduism
	Many gods are just different aspect of one God.

	Judaism
	Faith in God’s omniscience, reward and punishment, coming of Messiah, Israel chosen by covenant as people of one God.


2. Do you agree with following statements?  Explain your answers.
	Not everyone needs the gospel.
	Disagree.  God’s wrath is on everyone.  Those without Jesus will face God’s wrath.  God wants everyone to be saved.
Romans 3:23

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

John 3:36

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.
2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

Mark 13:10

And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.
Revelation 14:6

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people.

	Sharing the gospel is the job of the evangelist and missionary.
	Disagree.  While the evangelist has the gift of evangelism and missionary dedicate to full time cross cultural evangelism, all believers are to bear witness for Christ since every believer receives the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 28:19
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

	There are other religions that can help people to go to heaven.
	Disagree.  Jesus is the only way to God and the only righteousness of God and perfect atoning sacrifice for our sin.
John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

Romans 5:21
so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:30
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.

Hebrews 10:10
And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

	It is the work of the Holy Spirit that brings about repentance of sin.
	Agree

John 16:7-11

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
1 Thessalonians 1:5
because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.

	It is best to respect others and not impose our belief on others.  
	Disagree.  While we do not want to show that our faith is superior to others and thus insist that they should have the faith as ours, we are doing others a disfavour by keeping quiet about our faith.  In fact, it is a great commission from the Lord.
Romans 1:16

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

Romans 10:17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.


C. Summary and Application
1. Different people have different concepts of God.  Without knowing the one and only true living God, people will perish.  All Christians have the responsibility to tells others about the gospel.

2. Learn about the various people in the NT who share the gospel.  Circle  the names or groups of people who tell others about Jesus.  Underline  what they tell others.
Luke 2:20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Luke 8:38, 39

The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, "Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.
John 4:39
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did."

3. Circle  the names or groups of people who tell others about Jesus.  Underline  what they tell others.
Acts 5:41,42

 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 8:35
Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
Acts 17:18
A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.

4. Are you willing to share the good news with others who are struggling each day without Jesus?  
5. Are you equipped to tell the good news?
6. Pray in groups of two or threes to pray for friends who are facing hardships because of their faith and for non Christian friends.  Ask God for wisdom and boldness to share the gospel.
DJ WEEK NINE

GLOBAL EVANGELISM – PART 1

Monday

There are many ways to share the gospel.  The following summarizes the essence of the gospel.   Fill in the appropriate words in the blanks.

1. God is the Creator God.  He is powerful and cares for his creation by providing whatever that is necessary for life.  

2. Human beings are part of God’s creation.  We belong to God and are dependent on Him to provide for our needs.  But we choose to be independent of God and thus the relationship with God is broken.  The Bible calls this sin. The penalty of sin is death. 
3. God is holy, which means there is no other god like Him.  Nothing that is decaying and dying can remain into His presence.

4. Everyone has sinned against God and has to pay for the penalty of death.

5. God is love.  He sent Jesus to pay for our sins.  He is the only one who can be the substitute for our death.  Jesus is sinless and He is both man and God.  Jesus died, was buried and rose again after the third day.

6. To show our trust that Jesus has fully paid for our sins, and be forgiven and thus be able to come into God’s presence, we need to express that faith by praying to God and asking Jesus to save us from our sins.  We thank God for his forgiveness and ask Him to be our Lord by entrusting all areas of our lives in His hands.

Tuesday

1. In Singapore, most of the young people are literate.  Bearing in mind that Singaporeans are generally always rushing from place to place, the method of sharing the gospel with your Singaporean friend can include the use of Bible verses but the sharing must be concise and precise; in other words, short, simple and correct.  
2. The method “One-Verse Evangelism” is one of the ways.  For children who are not so literate, the wordless book will be more appropriate.  
3. Your challenge for today is to read through the “One-Verse Evangelism”. http://www.navigators.org/us/resources/illustrations/items/One%20Verse%20Evangelism

4. Ask God to bring to mind someone whom you can share this with.
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How to Share Christ's Love Conversationally & Visually
By Randy D. Raysbrook  http://www.navigators.org/us/resources/illustrations/items/One%20Verse%20Evangelism
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Many people feel that to be effective in evangelism they must memorize a complex illustration and a multitude of verses. But the Gospel is most powerful when shared with love, clarity, and simplicity.

One-Verse Evangelism(r) is a simple, interactive way to share Christ's love conversationally and visually. It is based on asking questions and sharing. It's easy to learn because it uses just one verse. One-Verse Evangelism(r) is also sensitive to peoples' busy schedules because it can be shared in just 10 or 15 minutes.

Here's a brief look at how it works. Let's say God's leading you to share the Gospel with your neighbor, Jeff. Write out Romans 6:23 on a piece of paper or a napkin: "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (NIV). Then put your Bible away. Ask Jeff if he would like to see a simple picture based on this verse that will explain God's relationship with people.
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Circle this word and ask, "How would you feel if your boss refused to pay you the wages that were due to you?" Deep down, we all know that it is only right that we get what we deserve. Similarly, we earn wages from God for how we have lived our lives.
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Draw a circle around "sin," asking your friend what he thinks when he hears this word. You might explain that sin is more an attitude than an action. It can be either actively fighting God or merely excluding Him from our lives. You can ask, "Has God ever seemed far away?" If he says "Yes," add that that's one of the things sin does-it makes God seem far away. Now draw two opposing cliffs with a gap in between.
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Circle this word and ask what thoughts come to mind. Explain that death in the Bible always means some kind of separation.
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While circling this word, mention that it is important because it means that a sharp contrast in thought is coming. What we have just looked at is bad news; what follows is good news.
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Draw a circle around this word. Ask, "If wages are what a person earns, then what is a gift?" Remind your friend that someone must purchase every gift.
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Circle this and explain that the gift you are talking about is free. It is from God Himself. It's so special that no one else can give it. Ask, "How do you feel when someone gives you a special gift?"
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Circle these two words next, and then ask, "How would you define these words?" Contrast one side of the cliff, death, with the other side, eternal life. Ask, "What is the opposite of separation from God?"
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Draw these words so they create a bridge between the two cliffs. Help your friend to consider that every gift has a giver, and only Jesus Christ can give the gift of eternal life.

[image: image11.jpg]


Write this word over the bridge you just drew. Explain that friends trust each other, and tell your friend that Jesus wants a trusting friendship with him. All he has to do is admit that he is responsible for the "sin" of either fighting or excluding God from his life. That is what trust means-trusting that Jesus wants to forgive us for rejecting Him from our lives. At this point, you can ask him if he wants to start a relationship with God that will last forever. If he says "Yes," invite him to pray a short prayer in his own words, asking Jesus to forgive him.

Close by reminding him that this simple illustration shows what God is like: Someone who really cares about people, especially him. Invite him to read all about it in the Bible, perhaps beginning in the gospel of John.

Adapted with permission from One-Verse Evangelism, copyright 2000 Randy D. Raysbrook. All rights reserved.

You may order this booklet from NavPress, or call (888) 547-9635 or (719) 637-3251.

You may also write to:
Dawson Media, a ministry of The Navigators
P.O. Box 6000
Colorado Springs, CO 80934-6000
Wednesday
1. Go to this website http://berean.org/bibleteacher/wb.html to learn about the wordless book.

2. Which method of sharing the gospel will you want to try to master?
The Story of the Wordless Book
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Hello, I would like to tell you a wonderful story from this book. It's my favorite story in the whole world! 

One thing that makes it so special is that it's a true story - right from God's Word, the Bible. 

Do you see what's different about this book? 

Instead of using words to tell the story, it uses colors. That's why it's called the "Wordless Book." 

Let's get started right away by turning to the gold page! 

The Gold Page

The story begins on the gold page. It reminds me of the street of gold in Heaven that the Bible talks about. Do you know who lives in heaven? 

God does and He wants you to be in Heaven with Him some day. 

You usually like to be with people you love, don't you? That's why God wants you to be with Him in Heaven - He loves you very much! In the Bible, God's Word, He says, "I have loved you with an everlasting love." (Jeremiah 31:3) 

That means that God loved you even before you were born! You could put your name in there and say, "God has loved me with an everlasting love." and it would be just as true. 

God wants you to be in Heaven someday with Him, but there is something that can keep you from being there - sin. 

The Dark Page

This dark page reminds me of the darkness of sin. 

Sin is the bad things that people do. It is anything that you do or say or think or even feel that is against God. It is things like lying, cheating, disobeying your parents, fighting with brothers or sisters or not being kind to someone. 

The Bible says that everyone has sinned; it plainly says, "for all have sinned." (Romans 3:23) When the Bible says, "all have sinned", that includes both you and me too, doesn't it? 

Yes, you and I and everybody else in the whole world have sinned and done wrong things. The Bible says you and I were born with a kind of "want to" to do wrong. Your mother didn't have to teach you how to disobey, did she? Neither did mine. 

You probably get punished for doing wrong things at home, don't you? Those are the kinds of things God calls sin. God has a punishment for sin. It is to be separated from Him forever in a place of punishment the Bible calls Hell. But God doesn't want that. 

Remember, He loves you and wants you to be in Heaven with Him someday. In fact, He wants to be your Heavenly Father right now. 

But if I were to end the story right now it would seem like no one is going to heaven. Because God will not allow sin in Heaven and everyone has sinned! But God made a way for the problem of sin to be taken care of: The red page tells about that. 

The Red Page

Jesus is God's perfect Son, He is God the Son. That means that He is God and He became a man and lived a perfect life. The Lord Jesus was the only person in all of history to ever live His entire life without sinning. 

You would think that everyone would love someone like that, and yet when He grew up, wicked men took the Lord Jesus and nailed Him to a wooden cross. This red page reminds me that they left Him there to bleed and die. 

When He died He was taking the punishment for something He didn't even do. He was willingly taking the punishment for every sin that you and I and everyone in the world has ever done. The punishment was to die. And the Lord Jesus knew that the only way that your sin could be forgiven would be if He would die for you. Jesus died for your sins. The Bible says that "without the shedding of blood there is no [forgiveness]". (Hebrews 9:22b) 

As He died, the Lord Jesus said, "It is finished." Everything that needed to be done for your sins to be taken away had been done by Him on the cross. 

They buried His body. But three days later He proved that He could take away your sins and give you everlasting life by coming back to life! And without dying again, He returned to Heaven, where He is today. 

Because Jesus is God's Son who died for you, you can become His child right now! 

The clean page tells how. 

The Clean Page

You remember that God loves you so much and wants to be your Heavenly Father and have you live with Him in Heaven someday. But your sin separates you from Him. That's why He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus to die on the cross for you. 

The Bible says, "But as many as received Him (the Lord Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name." (John 1:12) That means that if you believe with all your heart that Jesus died for you and rose again and receive Him by inviting Him to come and take away your sins, He will make you a part of God's forever family - God will become your Heavenly Father right now, and someday you will share God's home with Him in Heaven. 

Have you ever believed and received the Lord Jesus so you could become God's child? 

I'm not talking about whether you attend church or have been baptized or if your parents are Christians. Those things are good, but they cannot take away even one sin. He wants you to believe and receive Him. 

If you believe that Jesus, God's Son died for your sins on the cross and rose again, would you tell God right now:
1. that you know you have sinned.
2. that you believe Jesus, God's Son, died for you and rose again.
3. that you are inviting Him to be your Savior and your Heavenly Father.
You could pray something like this: 

Dear God,
I know that I have sinned and done wrong against you. I believe that Jesus is God's Son and that He took the punishment for all my sins by dying on the cross. I believe He came back to life again. I receive you now as my only Savior from sin. Thank you for making your child right now as you promised. In Jesus' name, amen. 

If you really prayed these words and meant it, God has just made you a part of His forever family! It's not because I said so, But because He promised (remember John 1:12?), and God never breaks His promises. 

Let me show you another great promise for you in God's Word. Hebrews 13:5 says, (God is speaking) "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." Will the Lord Jesus ever leave you? He promises, "No." How about if you sin again? No, God says, "I will never leave you." And Hebrews 13:6 says, "The Lord is my helper." He will give you the power to do what is right. 

When you become God's child, He wants you to grow to know Him better each day. The last page, the green page, tells you how. 

The Green Page

Green reminds me of things that grow. (Like trees and grass and plants.) When you become God's child, He wants you to get to know Him better - to grow in how well you know Him. 

Sin can keep that from happening. But God promises in I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." That means that if you sin you need to confess (tell on yourself) to God. "He is faithful" means He will always forgive you. And "just" means that God is fair to forgive you because He already punished every sin you’ve ever done when Jesus died for you on the cross. 

You can get to know God better by reading and obeying His Word, the Bible. I hope you have a Bible at home that you can read. 

Another thing that can help you grow in God is by talking to God in prayer. 

Going to a church and Sunday school that teach from the Bible will help you know Him better too. 

You can also tell others about Jesus! In fact, If you have just become God's child right now, would you let me know? I would like to thank God for what He has just done for you. It would be a good idea for you to thank Him right now as well. 

If I am God's child and you are God's child, do you know what that means? 

We are part of the same family! 

Welcome to God’s family!
Thursday

1. Ask God to give you wisdom and strength as you spend some time to learn to share the gospel using one of your preferred methods.  Do not be discouraged if you cannot do it 100% right!  The idea is to get started and try it with your friends during the group time.

Friday

1. Read over your notes for this week, starting from the group time and each day of your DJ entry. Write down key lessons you have learnt about the essence of the gospel, the NT believers who shared the gospel and the methods of sharing the gospel. 

2. Meditate and memorize the following verse.  

Luke 10:2
He (Jesus) told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.

3. Are you concerned about the people around you who do not know and trust and Jesus as Saviour and Lord?  Think of these family members, relatives, friends and other acquaintances (like house maids, cleaners, food stall holders) whom you know.

4. Write down their names.  Are you committed to pray for their salvation?  

5. Are you willing to be used by God to tell them about the gospel?

GROUP TIME WEEK TEN

GLOBAL EVANGELISM – PART 2

Answer Key
A. Objective
1. Let youth be aware of the plentiful harvest and the needs out in the mission field.
2. Provide accountability partner in sharing the gospel.

B. PERSECUTION IN ASIA
1. Watch the video clip “North Korea: A Prayer Focus” from OMF THE PERSECUTED CHURH IN ASIA.
2. How can you pray for North Korea?
Pray for persecuted Christians, sufficient food for the people, people will see that total self reliance is sin.
3. Watch the video clip “Cambodia: Re-education” from OMF THE PERSECUTED CHURCH IN ASIA.

4. What are the needs in Cambodia?
More Christian workers to serve as teachers and full time ministers 
C. Praying for the Persecuted Church
1. Gather in groups of threes or fours to pray for North Korea and Cambodia.

D. Sharing the Gospel
1. Work in pairs to practise sharing the gospel.
2. Tell your partner when and who you are going to share the gospel with and ask him/her if he/she is willing to pray for you regularly.
E. Summary
2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

DJ WEEK TEN

GLOBAL EVANGELISM – PART 2

Monday

How do you feel?  Are you overwhelmed by what you have seen and learnt?
Do you feel tired and feel like giving up?  Hang on there.  This is the final week of journaling.

1. When was the last time you sit still before God and thank God for who He is, for what He has done for you and for what He has given you?

2. Spend time now to rest in God’s presence and write down thanksgiving items for each of the following areas:

· Thank God for who He is

· Thank God for what He has done for you

· Thank God for what He has given you  

Tuesday
1. Remember the names of those people whom you are committed to pray for their salvation.

2. Spend time to pray for them. 

3. Review and practise sharing the gospel.
4. Call your accountability partner for evangelism and find out how you can pray for them.

Wednesday
1. As a student, do you think that you are still too young to seriously consider the possibility of sharing the gospel with people in other countries?  Do you remember the verse you learn from 1 Timothy 4:12.

	Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young  but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity


2. You may think that there is too much hardship and discomfort to go to a foreign land.  All these are valid concerns.  

3. Read about “Tyro Thailand” and how Karl and Will find the joy and excitement in serving God in a foreign land. 
4. Do you trust God to see you through every difficulty, danger, discomfort and opposition when He calls you to serve Him?  Read Matthew 28:19-20.  What promise does God give to those who go out share the good news and teach His word?  
Matthew 28:19-20
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Thursday

Left: Isobel ministering to native peoples 
Right: From l to r: Chinese Bible woman, a Chinese Christian who worked closely with Isobel, the Kuhns baby son Daniel, and Isobel
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http://www.wheaton.edu/bgc/archives/bulletin/bu0309.htm

1. Read about Isobel Kuhn (1901-1957), a well-known author of many mission-related books, was a missionary with China Inland Mission (now Overseas Missionary Fellowship) and worked among the Lisu people in China and Thailand with her husband, John, for almost half of her life. who served God in China as a missionary.

2. How old was she when she went to China as a missionary? 
25 years old
3. How many years did she serve as a missionary?

30 years 
4. To Isobel Kuhn and her husband, J O Fraser, what is paramount (most important) in establishing the foundation for all evangelism and building up of church? 
Intercessory prayer
5. Read about the opposition Isobel faced and God’s provision in http://chi.gospelcom.net/DAILYF/2001/05/daily-05-28-2001.shtml 

"If you go to China it will be over my dead body," said Isobel's mother. Isobel was aghast. Her mother had raised her in the Christian faith and was a leader in missionary support. Now she was showing that personal affections mattered more to her than Christ's work. What is more, Isobel felt she must obey her mother as the Bible commanded. She was truly perplexed, for God seemed to be calling her to China.

Miraculously the Lord provided the money she needed to attend Moody Bible Institute. Her mother's opposition ended abruptly with death by cancer. On her death bed Mrs. Miller confessed that "Belle" (her daughter's nickname) had chosen the better part and that her own works were as wood, hay, and stubble. Then John Kuhn entered Isobel's life. A few years later they married. John shared Isobel's vision and commitment. Through prayer and pluck the two achieved their goal of reaching the Lisu.

6. What is the percentage of the Lisu are Christians in 1950 and in current years?

 20% in 1950 and 80 to 90% in 2007

7. Will you thank God for people like Isobel Kuhn who trusted and obeyed God?  She did not know how God will be glorified and how many souls will be saved when she first said yes to God.

Friday

1. Spend time to go through your notes for these past 10 weeks.

2. Has God opened your eyes and cause you to see Him in a different way?  What have you learnt about Him?

3. What has been helpful for you in Christian walk with God in truth and love?
4. How can you serve God?

5. Is it worth it?  Will you fight the good fight, and finish the race?

6. Will you keep the faith? If so, what steps will you take each day to ensure you keep the faith?

7. Look forward to the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to you on that day—and not only to you, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

GROUP TIME WEEK ELEVEN

CONCLUSION

Answer Key
1. What were five key lessons you have learnt during this New Testament survey?

2. Why do you think this New Testament survey was entitled “HOPE”?

Conclusion

When there was no hope …




Jesus gave hope ….





Hope & offer HOPE!
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