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Heaven 
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Return
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Millennium 
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We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

Outline of Revelation

DEATH
(1)

CHURCHES
(2–3)

OUR 
FUTURE
(4–22)



Thy Kingdom Come

Revelation 20



The Epilogue



The Bible's Epilogue

How does it relate to you?



mopping-up operation.
 

n. a clean-up operation; the final 
stages in a project where the 
loose ends are taken care of. 

It's all over except a small 
mopping-up operation.

—dictionary.com



Rapture
3:10

Church 
Age

Chronology of Revelation

"What you 
have seen"

(1:19a)
Rev. 1

"What is 
now"

(1:19b)
Rev. 2–3

"What will 
take place later"

(1:19c)
Rev. 4–22

Vision of 
Christ

Second Half

Tribulation
4:1 – 19:10

Second 
Coming

New 
Heavens 
& Earth

Great 
White 

Throne 
Judgment
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First Half

Millennium



Jesus Wins!

Series on 
Revelation



How will Christ mop up the 
world after his return?



Rapture
3:10

Church 
Age

Chronology of Revelation

"What you 
have seen"

(1:19a)
Rev. 1

"What is 
now"

(1:19b)
Rev. 2–3

"What will 
take place later"

(1:19c)
Rev. 4–22

Vision of 
Christ

Second Half

Tribulation
4:1 – 19:10

Second 
Coming

Millennium

Eternal 
State

Great 
White 

Throne 
Judgment

Copyright 1989 Rick Griffith
Adapted from a chart by J. D. Pentecost

First Half

340



Slides on 
Revelation 20



I. You will rule the earth with Christ for 
1000 years until Satan's last stand 

(20:1-10).



The Millennium (20:1-10)

Satan
(1-3)

Saints
(4-6)

Sinners
(7-10)



The Millennium (20:1-10)

Satan
(1-3)



Satan won't deceive people for 
1000 years (20:1-3).



Revelation 20:1-3 (NAU)

1Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a 
great chain in his hand. 2And he laid hold 
of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; 3and he threw him into the 
abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, 
so that he would not deceive the nations 
any longer, until the thousand years were 
completed; after these things he must be 
released for a short time.

423



The Angel 
with the 

Great Chain
(20:1)
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Amillennialists say 
Satan is bound now 
from preventing the 

extension of the 
church.

________

True, but this text is 
not talking about 

preventing the 
spread of the gospel.  

It says he will not 
deceive nations.

Is Satan bound now?

Used with permission
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Does Satan deceive nations now? 

For who is powerful enough to 
enter the house of a strong man 

like Satan and plunder his goods? 
Only someone even stronger—

someone who could tie him up and 
then plunder his house 

(Matt. 12:29)

18[Jesus told the seventy-two 
disciples], "I saw Satan fall from 

heaven like lightning! 19Look, I have 
given you authority over all the 

power of the enemy, and you can 
walk among snakes and scorpions 
and crush them. Nothing will injure 

you" (Luke 10:17-18)

The time for judging this world has 
come, when Satan, the ruler of this 

world, will be cast out 
(John 12:31).

In this way, [Christ] disarmed the 
spiritual rulers and authorities. He 

shamed them publicly by his victory 
over them on the cross 

(Col. 2:15).

Some say "No"
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Future Benefits
(Rev. 19–22)

Heaven 
(Rev. 21–22)

Return
(Rev. 19)

Millennium 
(Rev. 20)

421



Why Be Watchful?
Satan is on the loose (1 Pet. 5:8)

8Stay alert! Watch out for 
your great enemy, the devil. 

He prowls around like a 
roaring lion, looking for 

someone to devour.

9Stand firm against him, and 
be strong in your faith. 
Remember that your 

Christian brothers and 
sisters all over the world are 
going through the same kind 

of suffering you are.

Others are succeeding over Satan (1 Pet. 5:9)
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Satan 
still 
deceives 
today



Media Deceivers of Satan



What does it mean for 
Satan to be bound?



Does Satan deceive nations now? 

Satan, who is the god of this 
world, has blinded the minds of 

those who don't believe. They are 
unable to see the glorious light of 

the Good News. They don't 
understand this message about 
the glory of Christ, who is the 

exact likeness of God (2 Cor. 4:4).

13These people are false apostles. 
They are deceitful workers who 

disguise themselves as apostles of 
Christ. 14But I am not surprised! 

Even Satan disguises himself as an 
angel of light (2 Cor. 11:13-14).

You used to live in sin, just like 
the rest of the world, obeying the 

devil—the commander of the 
powers in the unseen world. He is 
the spirit at work in the hearts of 
those who refuse to obey God. 

3All of us used to live that way… 
(Eph. 2:2-3a).

Then they will come to their senses 
and escape from the devil's trap. 

For they have been held captive by 
him to do whatever he wants 

(2 Tim. 2:26).

"Yes" seems the obvious answer…

By the way, name a country 
now that Satan is NOT 
deceiving right now…

423

Satan still deceives people now: 
"This great dragon—the ancient serpent 

called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving 
the whole world—was thrown down to the 

earth with all his angels" (Rev. 12:9). 



Binding of Satan 
(20:2-3a NLT)

Used with permission

"He seized the 
dragon… and bound 
him for 1000 years.  

He threw him into the 
Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over 

him to keep him from 
deceiving the nations 

anymore until the 
1000 years were 

ended…"
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Binding of Satan 
(20:2-3a NLT)



The Millennium (20:1-10)

Satan
(1-3)

Saints
(4-6)



Saints will rule this earth for 
1000 years (20:4-6).



Revelation 20:1-3 (NAU)

1Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a 
great chain in his hand. 2And he laid hold 
of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years; 3and he threw him into the 
abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, 
so that he would not deceive the nations 
any longer, until the thousand years were 
completed; after these things he must be 
released for a short time.
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Revelation 20:4 (NAU)

4Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 
and judgment was given to them. And I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded 
because of their testimony of Jesus and 
because of the word of God, and those 
who had not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received the mark on 
their forehead and on their hand; and they 
came to life and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years. 
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Revelation 20:5-6 (NAU)

5The rest of the dead did not come to life 
until the thousand years were completed. 
This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and 
holy is the one who has a part in the first 
resurrection; over these the second death 
has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with Him 
for a thousand years.
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Jesus will rule



We will rule too!



Revelation 20:4-6 Diagrammed

5bThis is the first 
resurrection. 6aBlessed 
and holy is the one 
who has a part in the 
first resurrection; over 
these the second death 
has no power…

5aThe rest of the dead 
did not come to life 
until the thousand 
years were 
completed.

6bbut they will be 
priests of God 
and of Christ and 
will reign with 
Him for a 
thousand years.

4aThen I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was given to them. And I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded because 
of their testimony of Jesus and because of the 
word of God, and those who had not worshiped 
the beast or his image, and had not received the 
mark on their forehead and on their hand…

4band they 
came to life 
and reigned 
with Christ for 
a thousand 
years.

1000 years
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Alford's Law

"If, in a passage where two resurrections 
are mentioned… the first resurrection 
may be understood to mean spiritual 
rising with Christ, while the second 

means literal rising from the grave;—
then there is an end of all significance in 
language, and Scripture is wiped out as 

a definite testimony to anything."

—Henry Alford, The Greek Testament (1861), 4:732



The First 
Resurrection 

Reunion!



Revelation 20:5-6 (NAU)

5The rest of the dead did not come to life 
until the thousand years were completed. 
This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and 
holy is the one who has a part in the first 
resurrection; over these the second death 
has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with Him 
for a thousand years.

424



Matthew 6:9-10 (NKJV)

9 In this manner, therefore, pray:

  Our Father in heaven,
  Hallowed be Your name.

10 Your kingdom come.
  Your will be done
  On earth as it is in heaven.



"Thy Kingdom Come"



From Republic to Monarchy

Rules

The 
United States

Makes Laws Judges

PRESIDENT

CONGRESS SUPREME 
COURT

Rules

The 
Kingdom

Makes Laws Judges

JESUS IS KING

JESUS IS 
LAWGIVER

JESUS IS 
JUDGE

America’s Tripartite 
Government

Isaiah 33:22



Purposes of the Millennium 424

① Judge angels



We are more competent 
than unbelievers to solve 

Christian disputes 
(1 Cor. 6:2-6, 9-11)



"Don't you realize that someday we 
believers will judge the world? And 

since you are going to judge the 
world, can't you decide even these 

little things among yourselves?  
3Don't you realize that we will judge 

angels? So you should surely be 
able to resolve ordinary disputes in 

this life"
(1 Cor. 6:2-3 NLT)



Purposes of the Millennium 424

① Judge angels
② Rule the earth



Believers will rule the earth 
(5:10 NLT). 

"And you have caused them to become a 
Kingdom of priests for our God. And they will 

reign on the earth."



Purposes of the Millennium 424

① Judge angels
② Rule the earth
③ Restore world to pre-Flood era 

(long life of Isa. 65:20)



Patriarch's long lives
Ages of people when they died

Methuselah

Adam

969 Years

930 Years

Shem

Noah

Moses

Abraham

David

600 Years

120 Years

175 Years

70 Years

950 Years

90

The Flood 
explains why 

life spans 
shortened



Incredibly Long Life!
434

Isaiah 65:20 "No longer will 
babies die when only a few 

days old. No longer will 
adults die before they have 

lived a full life. No longer will 
people be considered old at 
one hundred! Only sinners 
will die that young!" (NLT).



Purposes of the Millennium 424

① Judge angels
② Rule the earth
③ Restore world to pre-Flood era 

(long life of Isa. 65:20) 
④ Show the human heart corrupt
⑤ Fulfill Abrahamic Covenant
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Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
Ab

ra
ha

m
ic

 C
ov

en
an

t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over His 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with 
saints (Eph. 1:9-
10; Rev. 20:1-6; 

22:5b)

la
nd

se
ed

bl
es
si
ng

G
en

es
is

 1
2:

1-
3

Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will again enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.

ISRAEL CHURCH
(National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15)

Eighth Edition
29 Aug 2016

All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

Law abolished, fulfilled, and 
replaced at the cross (Rom. 7:1-

6;1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

9gKingdom & Covenants Timeline 22 &
337



When will Jesus 
return in relation to 

the millennium?

MillenniumBefore? After?



C
hu

rc
h 

A
ge

 (n
o 

si
gn

s) Second 
Coming

Tribulation

7 years

Millennium

1000 years
Satan Bound
Saints Reign

Eternal K
ingdom
Judgm

ent
Second=Advent

Premillennialism

Judgm
ent

signs

Rapture

Revelation 6–18 19 20 21–22
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Millennium is Church Age:

Eternal K
ingdom

Second 
Coming

Spiritual reign 
of Christ

Tribulations
Satan Bound

Judgm
ent

Amillennialism

Revelation 6–18
19 21–22Revelation 20
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How should we understand this 
1000-year period—spiritually or 

literally (20:1-7)?



Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

There is 
consistent 
figurative use 
of numbers 
elsewhere in 
Revelation (p. 
995).

All of these are literal 
numbers :
• 7 churches (Rev. 2-3)
• 144,000 Jews (7:1)
• 200 million soldiers (9:16)
• 42 months (11:2)
• 1260 days (11:3)
• 75 lb. hailstones (16:21)

"The twelve apostles and the 

twelve tribes of Israel are 

literally twelve (21:12-14).  The 

seven churches are in seven 

literal cities.  Yet confirmation of 

a single number in Revelation 

as symbolic is impossible." 

Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 8–22, 

An Exegetical Commentary 

(Chicago: Moody, 1995), 408-9 
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Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

The context 
has figures 
such as a 
chain, Abyss, 
dragon, 
serpent, 
locked, sealed, 
& beast.

The Abyss is a literal place 
(Luke 8:1) where demons 
are chained (2 Pet. 2:4) but 
can be unlocked (Rev. 9:1-
2), so why can't they be 
actually restrained there?
Also, the designations at 
the left are literal titles for 
Satan and Antichrist.
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Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

The entire 
book has a 
predominantly 
figurative tone 
as in multiples 
of a thousand 
in the book 
(5:11; 7:4-9; 
9:16; 14:1; 
21:16; p. 973).

Each example cited is 
literal: "Thousands upon 
thousands" (5:11), 144,000 
(7:4-9; 14:1), 200 million 
troops (9:16), and 12,000 
stadia borders of the new 
Jerusalem (21:16). None 
are figurative! Rounding 
numbers does not mean 
they are figurative.



Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

The OT 
contains 
figurative use 
of "1000" 
(p. 995).

"With the LORD, a 
day is as a thousand 
years" (Ps. 90:4) has 
a symbolic use of 
the word "day" but 
makes no sense 
unless "thousand" is 
understood literally.
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Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

Jews and early 
Christians used 
"1000" years as 
a figure for the 
eternal 
blessings of the 
redeemed (pp. 
1018-21).

In actuality, the 6000-year 
idea of rabbis and early 
Christians assumed a literal 
1000 years as a "Sabbath."  
It was the amillennial 
Augustine who taught that 
the "eighth" day signified 
eternity (Sermons on the 
Liturgical Seasons 259.2; 
City of God 20.7)
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Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

The first "came 
to life" is a 
"spiritual 
resurrection" 
(20:4) but the 
second is a 
physical one 
(20:5).

• Why see the same verb 
differently in same text?

• "Came to life" never 
denotes a "spiritual 
resurrection" in the Bible.

•  "Resurrection" always 
denotes physical bodies. 

• Believers are spiritually 
alive now, so no need!

425



Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

The number 
"1000" is for 
the "fullness of 
time" and thus 
symbolizes an 
indefinite era 
as in Psalm 
50:10 and 
2 Peter 3:8. 

Psalm 50:10 ("For all the 
animals of the forest are 
mine, and I own the cattle 
on a thousand hills") has 
nothing to do with time!

2 Peter 3:8 ("A day is like a 
thousand years to the Lord, 
and a thousand years is like 
a day") shows Beale reads 
it as a literal 1000 years!
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Does 1000 years mean 1000 years?

Clement of Rome
Ignatius
Papias
The Didache
The Epistle of Barnabas
The Shepherd of Hermas
Justin Martyr
Melito of Sardis
Theophilus of Antioch
Apollinaris of Hierapolis
Irenaeus

Hippolytus
Clement of Alexandria
Tertullian 
Julius Africanus
Cyprian
Nepos
Coracion
Commodian
Victorinus of Pettau
Methodius
Lactantius

After AD 300, the 1000 years began to be spiritualized by 
Augustine, Jerome, Theodoret and others
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Small Group Work 
on Rev 20:1-6

1. What shows the time of this 1000 years?
2. What shows the place of this 1000 years?
3. What shows the nature of this 1000 years?



Who will rule with Christ for 1000 
years? Three groups (20:4):

1. The Church: "Then I saw thrones, and they 
sat on them, and judgment was given to 
them."

2. Beheaded Martyrs: "And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of 
their testimony of Jesus and because of 
the word of God, and…"

3. Tribulation Believers: "those who had not 
worshiped the beast or his image, and had 
not received the mark on their forehead 
and on their hand…"



Amil

Views on Revelation 20:1-6

Premil

Hoekema Mounce

Progressive Futuristic

Non-chron Chronological

Indefinite Literal

427

Issue

Who

Outline

Rev 19-20

1000 yrs



Amil

Views on Revelation 20:1-6

Premil

Christ Angel

Present Millennium

Present Future (5:10)

Heaven Earth (5:10)

Issue

Binder

Binding

Rule

Place

427



Amil

Views on Revelation 20:1-6

Premil

Transition 
at death

Resurrection 
(5b-6a)

Resurrection Resurrection

Inconsistent Consistent

Issue

"Came to 
life" (4a)

"Came to 
life" (5)

Critique

427



Amil

Views on Revelation 20:1-6

Premil

Believer 
(4-5)

Unbeliever 
(12-13)

One general 
resurrection

Several 
resurrections

All people Unbelievers 
only

Issue

Resurrect 
whom?

Resurrect 
when?

Persons 
judged

427



Where do the saints rule (20:4)?

Amils often say in heaven

But Revelation says it is on earth
• "And you have caused them to become a 

Kingdom of priests for our God. And they 
will reign on the earth" (5:10).

• No change of location is noted from verse 3 
(on earth) to verse 4, so we should assume 
verses 4-6 also to be on earth.
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When do the saints rule (20:4)?

Amils claim it is now

But Revelation says it is future
• "And you have caused them to become a 

Kingdom of priests for our God. And they 
will reign on the earth" (5:10).

• "…they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with Him for a thousand 
years" (20:6).
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"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 

• Physical resurrection (1:18; 2:8)
NLT Revelation 1:18 I am the living one. I died, 
but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and the grave.

NLT Revelation 2:8 "Write this letter to the angel 
of the church in Smyrna. This is the message 
from the one who is the First and the Last, who 
was dead but is now alive"

Beale, 1004

The First Resurrection (20:4)

Beale says "came to life" (from za,w, "to live") can mean: 

Beale (amil) will not equate the two resurrections with
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• Physical resurrection (1:18; 2:8)

NAU Revelation 16:3 The second angel poured out 
his bowl into the sea… and every living thing in 
the sea died.
NLT Revelation 19:20b … Both the beast and his 
false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake 
of burning sulfur.

• Physical existence (16:3; 19:20)

Beale, 1004

Beale (amil) will not equate the two resurrections with
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (from za,w , "to live") can mean: 

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 
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"came to life" (from za,w, "to live") can mean: 

• Physical resurrection (1:18; 2:8)

NLT Revelation 3:1 "Write this letter to the angel of 
the church in Sardis…"I know… that you have a 
reputation for being alive—but you are dead.
NAU Revelation 7:17 for the Lamb in the center of 
the throne will… guide them to springs of the 
water of life…"

• Physical existence (16:3; 19:20)
• Spiritual existence (3:1; 7:17; 13:14)

Beale, 1004

Beale (amil) will not equate the two resurrections with
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 
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"came to life" (from za,w, "to live") can mean: 

• Physical resurrection (1:18; 2:8)

So which of these three 
nuances is best in 20:4?

How can one tell?

• Physical existence (16:3; 19:20)
• Spiritual existence (3:1; 7:17; 13:14)

Beale, 1004

Beale (amil) will not equate the two resurrections with
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 

429



"resurrection" (avna,stasij)    in the NT only means… 

• Physical resurrection
• Physical existence
• Spiritual existence

John equated two events, for he saw that people
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 
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• Physical resurrection
NLT John 11:25 Jesus told her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in 
me will live, even after dying.
NIV 1 Cor. 15:12 But if it is preached that Christ has 
been raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  
The same physical resurrection nuance is in 
1 Cor. 15:13, 21, 42

John equated two events, for he saw that people
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 

"resurrection" (avna,stasij)   in the NT only means… 

429



• Physical resurrection is also the clear meaning 
of the same word "resurrection" (avna,stasij)    in 
verse 5.

• Would it not make sense to interpret the same 
word the same way in consecutive verses, 
especially since "resurrection" by definition 
refers to physical life?

John equated two events, for he saw that people
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 

"resurrection" (avna,stasij)    in the NT only means… 

429



Beale and other amillennialists see…
• "resurrection" (avna,stasij)   in verse 4 as "spiritual" 
• "resurrection" (avna,stasij)   in verse 5 as "physical"

Seeing both as physical advocates two resurrections, 
but this contradicts the amillennial system that 
teaches only one general resurrection after the 
millennium (viewed as the present age).

Therefore, most amil scholars attach a different 
meaning to these same terms in consecutive verses.

John equated two events, for he saw that people
The First Resurrection (20:4)

"came to life" (e;zhsan)  at the "first resurrection" 

429



Resurrection 
Reunions!



Beale, 1004-5 seeks to defend this inconsistent 
rendering of "resurrection" ( avna,stasij  ) in verses 4-5: 

• NIV Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life.

1.  Is this "both spiritual and physical resurrection"? 
No.  Resurrection is still physical! 

2.  Are "resurrection" and "life" synonyms here?
No.  But Christ's physical resurrection gives spiritual life.

The First Resurrection (20:4)
430

"Elsewhere in the NT  avna,stasij   and za,w (or the noun 
zwh,, 'life') and synonyms are used interchangeably of 
both spiritual and physical resurrection within the 
same immediate contexts."



Beale, 1005 again seeks to defend this inconsistent 
rendering of "resurrection" ( avna,stasij ) ) in verses 4-5: 

The "first death of believers… is physical and 
different in nature from the second death of 
unbelievers, which is spiritual."

• NIV Rev. 20:4b They came to life and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years.

1.  Is "came to life" = "the first death of believers"?
No.  Coming to life does not refer to dying! 

2.  Are "first death" and "second death" in time (20:14)?
Of course, as 1000 years separates them!

3.  Are these "two deaths" therefore "different in nature"?
No.  There is no "first death"—only a "first resurrection"!

The First Resurrection (20:4)
430



Is there a future for ethnic believing Israel?

Dispensational
Premillennialism

Israel 
has a 
future

Amillennialism & 
Postmillennialism

Israel 
has no 
future

Covenant
Premillennialism

Church 
is new 
Israel

Church 
& Israel 
distinct
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Universal Kingdom
  (everything inside and 

outside the circle)

Spiritual
Kingdom

(saved
  people)

Unsaved 
Before 
Christ

Present
Unbelievers

Millennial
Unbelievers

Church

Millennial
Believers

Theocracy & 
Monarchy

(OT Saints under 
Law in Israel)

Saints 
prior to 
Moses

Millennial Kingdom

Second Death
(Hell)

Eternal Life
(Heaven)

Kingdom 
of 

Darkness
(shaded 
area of 
all ages 

with 
unsaved 
people 

and 
demons)

All People
(saved and 
unsaved all 
in the box)

The Kingdom 
Diagrammed

Living 
Beings

Tribulation
Unbelievers

Tribulation
Believers

Mystery Form 
of the Kingdom

Angels
& 

Animals
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Millennium is Church Age:

Eternal K
ingdom

Second 
Coming

Spiritual reign 
of Christ

Tribulations
Satan Bound

Judgm
ent

Amillennialism

Revelation 6–18
19 21–22Revelation 20
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Second 
Coming

Millennium 
Gradually Comes 

as Golden Age 
of the Gospel
Tribulations
Satan Bound

Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
ent

Postmillennialism

Revelation 6–18 1920 21–22
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Kingdom Aspects
----------The Universal Kingdom------------

Mt Sinai

----------The Spiritual Kingdom------------

Judges/
Kings

Church Age Eternity

Tribulations

Theocratic EternalMillennial

434

1000 years

Mystery 
Form



• Satan bound 1000 years (1-3)

• Saints come to life 
= first resurrection (4b, 5b)

• Saints reign 1000 years (4c, 6b)

• Second resurrection (5, 13)

434

Revelation 20:1-6 Chronology



• The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical reading of a 
text

• Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

• Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)

Why Am I Premillennial?
434
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Age
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Coming

Tribulation

7 years
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When will the Rapture occur?



Greek Prepositions

"into"

"through"

"from, out of, 
away from"

"around"

209
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Millennium

1000 years

Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
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"Pre-Trib" Rapture
208



Why Am I Pretrib?
1. Believers will be kept from (ἐκ) this 

"hour," or time period (Rev. 3:10)
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Rapture

Tribulation

7 years

Millennium

1000 years

Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
ent

"Pre-Trib" Rapture
1. "I will keep you 
from (ἐκ) the hour 
of testing that will 

come upon the 
whole world, to 
test those who 
dwell upon the 

earth" 
(Rev. 3:10)

Second 
Coming
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Second 
Coming
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Rapture

Tribulation

7 years

Millennium

1000 years

Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
ent

"Pre-Trib" Rapture
1. "I will keep you 
from (ἐκ) the hour 
of testing that will 

come upon the 
whole world, to 
test those who 
dwell upon the 

earth" 
(Rev. 3:10)

"into"

"through"

"from, out of, 
away from"

209



sphere of 
"the evil 

one"

The Only Other NT Occurrence 
of "Keep  From" (thre,w e,k)

1. "I do not ask you 
to take them out of 

(ἐκ) the world, but to 
keep them from (e,k) 

the evil one"
(John 17:15)

e,k 
ek 

"from, out of, 
away from"

Not kept in Satan's sphere
parallels

not kept in Tribulation Period

The idea of being taken out of 
the world relates to being 
removed from the world

209
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Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
ent

"Pre-Trib" Rapture
Second 
Coming

2. "I will keep you 
from (ἐκ) the hour 
of testing that will 

come upon the 
whole world, to 
test those who 
dwell upon the 

earth" 
(Rev. 3:10)

Each time this "phrase 
occurs… the enemies of the 
church are always in mind"

—Mounce, 120

209



Why Am I Pretrib?
1. Believers will be kept from (evk) this 

"hour," or time period (Rev. 3:10)
2. The Tribulation tests unbelievers 

(3:10) under God's wrath (6:16-17)
3. The Holy Spirit's work of restraining 

evil will be absent (2 Thess. 2:6-7).

209

("Spirit" = neuter noun but used of a person)

("he who restrains" = masculine, 2:7 = a 
person)

to. kate,con ("what restrains" = neuter, 2:6 = gospel preaching)



Why Am I Pretrib?
4. The church is never mentioned in the 

Tribulation chapters (Rev. 4–19) 
except as the "tabernacle of God" in 
heaven (13:6; cf. Eph. 2:21-22)

5. The Church will never come under 
God's wrath (John 5:24, Rom. 5:9; 
8:1; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9).  Persecution 
and wrath are completely different!
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Rapture

Tribulation

7 years

Millennium

1000 years

Eternal K
ingdom

Judgm
ent

"Pre-Trib" Rapture
Second 
Coming

5. The Church will 
never come under 
God's wrath:
• John 5:24
• Rom. 5:9; 8:1
• 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9
• Rev. 6:15-17
• Rev. 11:18
• Rev. 14:10, 19

209



Why Am I Pretrib?
6. The Rapture is imminent ("can 

happen at any time"), so it must also 
be pretribulational:
a. "…the day of the Lord will come like a thief 

in the night" (1 Thess. 5:2)
b. "I will come back and take you to be with 

me" (John 14:3) = "I am coming" in 
immediate future without signs

c. James 5:8-9; Tit. 2:13; Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 
1:6-7; 1 John 2:28; 3:2-3; Rev. 22:10, 12 

209



Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture The Revelation
1 Pretribulational (Rev. 3:10) Posttribulational (Rev. 19:11-21)

2 Christ will come in the air (1 
Thess. 4:16)

Christ will come to the earth, His 
feet touching the Mt. of Olives (Zech 
14:4)

3 A coming for  the saints (John 
14:1-2; 1 Thess. 4:15-17)

A coming with the saints (Matt. 
25:31; 1 Thess. 3:13; Rev. 19:14)

4 Saints (dead and alive) will be 
caught up ("raptured") from the 
earth to meet the Lord in the air 
and taken to heaven (1 Thess. 
4:16-17) 

Saints already on earth will remain 
on the earth (no Rapture) to be 
ushered into the Millennium (Acts 
15:16; Rev. 5:10; cf. Matt. 6:10; 
chap. 24)

5 Produces comfort and hope (1 
Thess. 4:18)

Produces fear and judgment (Matt. 
24:27-31; Luke 21:20-28; Rev. 6:15-
17)



Stages of the Second Coming
The Rapture The Revelation

6 Mystery truth revealed only in 
the New Testament age (1 Cor. 
15:51)

Central in OT prophecy but clarified 
in the NT (Jer. 30:7; Zech 14:1-3; 
Matt. 24:30; Col. 3:4)

7 Bodies of church saints 
glorified (1 Cor. 15:51-58; Phil. 
3:20-21) and brought to heaven 
for seven years (1 Thess. 4:17)

Bodies of tribulation saints left in 
mortal state to continue to live on 
the earth in the millennium (Matt. 
25:31-34)

8 Imminent, no signs needed (1 
Thess. 4:16)

Not imminent but preceded by 
spectacular signs in the heavens 
and on the earth (Matt. 24:29-31; 
Luke 21:25-28; Acts 2:19-21; Rev. 
1:7; chs. 6-19)

9 Primary purpose is deliverance 
of the saints from this world (1 
Thess. 1:10)

Primary purpose is judgment of 
unbelieving (Matt. 25:31-46)
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Stages of the Second Coming
The Rapture The Revelation

1
0

Invisible and private as only 
believers see Christ and since 
God sends a powerful delusion 
through the Antichrist (2 Thess. 
2:11)

Visible and public since "every eye 
shall see Him"  (Rev. 1:7)

11 Fulfills a promise to the Church 
where Jew-Gentile distinctions 
do not exist (1 Thess. 4:15; cf. 
John 14:1-3; Eph. 2:11-16)

Fulfills promises to Israel of 
covenants made in the Old 
Testament (Gen. 12:1-3; Ps. 89; Isa. 
11:11-14; cf. Rom. 11:26-27)

1
2

Evil begins to increase (2 Thess. 
2:1-12)

Evil is suppressed (2 Thess. 1:7; Ps. 
37:9-10)

1
3

Church removed (1 Thess. 4:13-
18)

Satan removed (Rev. 20:1-3)

210



Stages of the Second Coming
The Rapture The Revelation

1
4

Christ shown as Head of the 
Church and all things (Eph. 
1:10, 22; 4:15; Col. 1:18; 2:10)

Christ vindicated as Messiah to 
Israel (Zech. 14:3-4; cf. Acts 1:6 with 
v. 11)

1
5

Judgment seat of Christ for 
believers (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 
3:13)

Judgment of Israel and Gentiles 
(Ezek. 20:34-38; Matt. 25; Zech. 
14:4; cf. p. 160)

1
6

The Lord is at hand (Phil. 4:5) The kingdom is at hand (Matt. 
24:14)

1
7

Nature subsequently ruined 
(Rev. 6–16)

Nature subsequently restored 
(Rom. 8:19-22; Isa. 11:6-9; 35:9; 
65:25)

210
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Why Am I Not Posttrib?
8. If posttrib, then sheep would already 

be separated from goats (Matt. 25:31-
46).

209
435

9. Some people in the millennium will die 
(Isa. 65:20), but a posttrib rapture 
gives a glorified body to all believers; 
therefore, some people must trust 
Christ in the Tribulation and enter the 
Millennium in their mortal bodies.
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Is the 
millennium 
anywhere 
else in the 

Bible?



"For the Lord declares, 'I have placed my 
chosen king on the throne in Jerusalem, on 

my holy mountain'" (Psalm 2:6 NLT).



Gold

Silver

Bronze

Iron

Iron & Clay

Babylon

Persia

Greece

Rome

Antichrist

KingdomStone

The 
Image of 
Daniel 2



Christ's Kingdom will attack the world's kingdoms



Note that ALL of the 
kingdoms will fall at 

the same time!



Should we pray… 
"Thy Kingdom come"?



"Many passages speak of the second 
coming of Christ being followed by a 

reign of righteousness on earth (Pss. 2; 
24; 72; 96; Isa. 2; 9:6-7; 11-12; 63:1-6; 65-
66; Jer. 23:5-6; 30:8-11; Dan. 2:44; 7:13-
14; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:11-15; Micah 

4:1-8; Zeph. 3:14-20; Zech. 8:1-8; 14:1-9; 
Matt. 19:28; 25:31-46; Acts 15:16-18; 

Rom. 11:25-27; Jude 14-15; Rev. 2:25-28; 
19:11-20:6)." 

—John Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 
2:978

Not a new idea!



Wolves 
now love

…to kill



6 And the wolf 
will dwell 
with the 

lamb, and the 
leopard will 

lie down with 
the young 

goat, and the 
calf and the 
young lion 

and the 
fatling 

together.

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard will lie down with the young goat, and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; and a little boy will lead them.

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



7 Also the 
cow and the 
bear will 
graze, their 
young will 
lie down 
together, 
and the lion 
will eat 
straw like 
the ox.

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



8 The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the 
cobra, and the weaned 
child will put his hand 
on the viper's den. 
9 They will not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy 
mountain, for the earth 
will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover 
the sea. 

Isaiah 11:6-9
473a



Rebuilding brings…
434



…a totally renewed earth!

434



Romans 8:19-21"The creation 
waits in eager 
expectation for 
the sons of 
God to be 
revealed. . . 
The creation 
itself will be 
liberated from 
its bondage to 
decay and 
brought into the 
glorious 
freedom of the 
children of 
God."

434



• The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 
historical, and grammatical view of a text

• Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

• Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)
• OT prophets saw a future period which is 

neither the present age nor heaven
– Animal kingdom tamed (Isa. 11:6-9)
– Long life but still death (Isa 65:20)

Why Am I Premillennial?
434



Patriarch's long lives
Ages of people when they died

Methuselah

Adam

969 Years

930 Years

Shem

Noah

Moses

Abraham

David

600 Years

120 Years

175 Years

70 Years

950 Years

90

The Flood 
explains why 

life spans 
shortened



Incredibly Long Life!

Isaiah 65:20 "Never again will there be 
in [Jerusalem] an infant who lives but a 
few days, or an old man who does not 

live out his years; he who dies at a 
hundred will be thought a mere youth; 
he who fails to reach a hundred will be 

considered accursed."



But those born before 
the Millennium will get 

perfect bodies!

434



Why Am I Premillennial?
• The best hermeneutic is a normal, literal, 

historical, and grammatical reading of a 
text

• Rev. 19 (Christ's return) is before Rev. 20 
(Christ's rule)

• Natural way to see the 1000 years (20:1-6)
• OT prophets saw a future period which is 

neither the present age nor heaven
– Animal kingdom tamed (Isa. 11:6-9)
– Long life but still death (Isa. 65:20)
– Yearly observances after Messiah's return 

(Zech. 14:15-17)

434



"The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem"

—Isaiah 2:3

Millennial Jerusalem
434



Not everyone will be resurrected 
at the end of the Tribulation

Adapted from http://www.rapturesolution.com/beechick/Book/Mill.htm

If all believers go up

and all unbelievers go down

who's left to populate the millennium?

Tribulation Millennium
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A "Pre-Trib" Rapture explains how the 
Millennium will have both babies & death

Second 
Coming

At the Rapture, believers 
will go to heaven and 
unbelievers remain on 

earth—the Tribulation will 
start 0% Christian.

After the Tribulation, believers 
on earth will enter the 

Millennium in their mortal 
bodies—the Millennium will 

start 100% Christian.

435

Christians
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remaining 
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A "Post-Trib" Rapture cannot explain 
how to have mortals in the Millennium

435

Tribulation Millennium



Could mortals and those in glorified 
bodies really live together?

435



Some make fun 
of this idea

Could mortals and those in glorified 
bodies really live together?

435



But it has 
already been 

done!

Could mortals and those in glorified 
bodies really live together?

Arwen and Aragorn: 
A mortal man and an 

immortal Elvish princess

435



Jesus did this 
on the 

Emmaus 
Road 

(Luke 24)

Could mortals and those in glorified 
bodies really live together?

435



Could mortals and those in glorified 
bodies really live together?

Remember when Jesus 

glowed?

435



Could mortals and those in glorified 
bodies really live together?

No, he 
looked 
like the 
rest of 

us!

435



Only at dinner did they 
recognize Jesus

435



Will everyone 
submit to 

Christ in the 
Millennium?

436



Mortals will 
still have their 
sinful nature in 
the Millennium

436



Our sin nature 
remains from 

birth

436
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The Millennium (20:1-10)

Satan
(1-3)

Saints
(4-6)

Sinners
(7-10)



Armies 
Gathered

"Then I saw the beast and the kings of the 
world and their armies gathered together to 
fight against the one sitting on the horse and 
his army" (19:19 NLT).



Sinners will challenge Christ's 
rule unsuccessfully (20:7-10).

1000 years 
later…



Satan's Last Stand
(20:7-9a NLT)

"When the thousand years come to an 
end, Satan will be let out of his prison.  

8He will go out to deceive the nations—
called Gog and Magog—in every corner 

of the earth. He will gather them 
together for battle—a mighty army, as 

numberless as sand along the seashore.  
9And I saw them as they went up on the 
broad plain of the earth and surrounded 

God's people and the beloved city."

436



Satan will still 
be alive

436



Satan is a master 
deceiver

436



Who is Gog?

Ezekiel 38–39

• Many suggestions 
have been made.

• Land areas of 
Meshech and Tubal – 
cover areas in Turkey, 
Russia and Iran

• Is Gog and Magog in 
Ezek 38–39 the same 
as the Gog and 
Magog in Rev 20:8?

436



When Will Gog's Invasion Occur?

1. Passage entirely symbolic
2. Before Tribulation
3. Middle of Tribulation
4. End of Tribulation
5. Between end of Tribulation & Millennium
6. After Millennium
7. Combination of 4th and 6th views

Differing Views:
437



Ezekiel 38:2
Gog = Prince
Magog = Land

Ezekiel 38:16
Gog against Israel

Ezekiel 39:17-20
Great feast of corpses

Ezekiel 38–39; Rev. 9:16; 
16:16; 19:19
Events fit before restored 
millennial temple (Ezek. 40)

Revelation 20:8
Gog & Magog = nations

Revelation 20:8
Gog & Magog v. Messiah

Revelation 20:10
Satan cast into lake of fire

Revelation 20:7-10
Events fit after millennium in 
20:1-6

Reasons Ezekiel's Gog & Magog is different from 
John's Gog & Magog in Revelation 20:7-10

436



Church Age Tribulation
(Zech 14:1-2)

Millennium
(Zech. 14:6-21)

Rapture 2nd Advent
(Zech 14:3-5)

Gog & Magog 
(Armageddon)

(Ezek. 38–39)

Gog and Magog 
Revisited

(Rev. 20:7-10)

Great
White

Throne
(Rev. 20:11-14)

A Dispensational Timeline 437



"But fire from heaven 
came down on the 

attacking armies and 
consumed them. 

10Then the devil, who 
had deceived them, 
was thrown into the 
fiery lake of burning 

sulfur, joining the 
beast and the false 

prophet." 
(20:9b-10a NLT)



"There they 
will be 

tormented day 
and night 

forever and 
ever" 

(20:10b NLT)



Christ 
will win 

this Last 
Battle

437



I. You will rule the earth with Christ for 
1000 years until Satan's last stand 

(20:1-10).



II.  Christ will judge all people and defeat 
his last enemy, death (20:11-15). 



"And I saw a great white throne and the one 
sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his 
presence, but they found no place to hide"

(20:11 NLT).



"I saw the dead, both great and small, 
standing before God's throne" 

(20:12a NLT).



Will only unbelievers appear 
at the great white throne (20:14-15)?

440
Q 2

• Millennial mortals 
need judgment

• It would seem 
strange that no one 
is written in the 
book of life



"Then I saw a 
great white 
throne…" 

(20:11)
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The Books 
(20:12)

Used with permission



Is there one 
general 

judgment as 
depicted by 

Michelangelo?

The Final 
Judgment

Sistine Chapel, 1541
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Yet Scripture prophesies seven 
more future judgments…

439



Church Age Tribulation Millennium

Rapture 2nd Advent

Battle of
Armageddon

Battle of 
Gog and Magog

Great
White

Throne

Resurrections & Judgments 439

R = 4 Resurrected Groups
J  = 7 Judged Groups

J 4J 2J
R 2R R



The Judgment Seat of Christ
439

• Believers Rewarded 
by Christ (2 Cor. 5:10)

• At the Rapture 
(1 Thess. 4:17)

• Reward or loss of 
rewards (not 
salvation)



Christ's Second Coming

439



"Out of his 
mouth comes a 

sharp sword 
with which to 

strike down the 
nations" 

(Rev. 19:15a)

439



Judgment of Old Testament Saints

439

"Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands 
guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will 
be a time of distress such as never occurred since there 
was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, 
everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 
2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will 
awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace 
and everlasting contempt. 3Those who have insight will 
shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, 
and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever" (Dan. 12:1-3 NAU).



Judgment of Tribulation Saints
4Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 

given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because 
of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 
beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their 

forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years… they will be priests of God 
and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years." 

(Rev. 20:4, 6b).
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Judgment of Nation of Israel

"You say, 'We want to be like the nations all around us, who 
serve idols of wood and stone.' But what you have in mind 
will never happen… 34 And in anger I will reach out with my 

strong hand and powerful arm, and I will bring you back from 
the lands where you are scattered. 35 I will bring you into the 
wilderness of the nations, and there I will judge you face to 
face. 36 I will judge you there just as I did your ancestors in 
the wilderness after bringing them out of Egypt, says the 

Sovereign Lord. 37 I will examine you carefully and hold you to 
the terms of the covenant" (Ezek. 20:32, 34-37).
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439Judgment of Living Gentiles

32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will 
separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at his left.
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the creation of the world" (Matt. 25:31-34 NLT).

31 "But when the 
Son of Man comes 
in his glory, and all 
the angels with 
him, then he will sit 
upon his glorious 
throne. 



439Judgment of Living Gentiles

43 I was a stranger, and you didn't invite me into your home. I was naked, 
and you didn't give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn't 
visit me.'
44 "Then they will reply, 'Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?'
45 "And he will answer, 'I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the 
least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.' 
46 "And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will 
go into eternal life" (Matt. 25:41-46 NLT).

41 "Then the King will turn 
to those on the left and 
say, 'Away with you, you 
cursed ones, into the 
eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his demons. 
42 For I was hungry, and 
you didn't feed me. I was 
thirsty, and you didn't give 
me a drink. 



"Then death and the grave were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is 

the second death" (20:14 NLT).
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"And anyone whose 
name was not found 

recorded in the Book of 
Life was thrown into the 

lake of fire" (20:15)
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Hell
Gehenna

Lake of Fire
Lake of Burning Sulfur

Second Death

S
H
E
O
L

The Transfer of 
Paradise

14 & 16

Paradise

HADES

HEAVEN

HADES
Rev. 20:14-15

Eph. 4:8-10

"…there is a great chasm 
separating us. No one can cross 
over to you from here, and no one 
can cross over to us from there."

NLT

"…today you will be 
with me in paradise."

"Christ suffered for our sins once for 
all time. He never sinned, but he died 
for sinners to bring you safely home 
to God. He suffered physical death, 
but he was raised to life in the Spirit. 
19So he went and preached to the 
spirits in prison—  20those who 
disobeyed God long ago when God 
waited patiently while Noah was 
building his boat. Only eight people 
were saved from drowning in that 
terrible flood."

"Then death and [Hades] were thrown into 
the lake of fire...  15And anyone whose name 
was not found recorded in the Book of Life 
was thrown into the lake of fire."

"That is why the Scriptures say, 'When he 
ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of 
captives and gave gifts to his people.' 
9Notice that it says 'he ascended.' This clearly 
means that Christ also descended to our lowly 
world.  10And the same one who descended is 
the one who ascended higher than all the 
heavens, so that he might fill the entire 
universe with himself."

Luke 16:26

"I was caught up to the 
third heaven…I was 
caught up to paradise"2 Cor. 12:2, 4Luke 23:43

1 Pet. 
3:18-20



Will only unbelievers appear at 
the great white throne (20:14-15)?

440
Q 2

• Millennial mortals 
need judgment

• It would seem 
strange that no 
one is written in 
the book of life



Which Will We Believe?
Tradition Bible
Man dwells with the 
devil
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"Well, down I go."
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Which Will We Believe?
Tradition Bible
Man dwells with the 
devil—the boss

Man is alone (Luke 
13:28)

"At least my friends 
will be there"

Yes, but you won't see 
them (Luke 13:28)

Bodies suffer mild 
discomfort

Bodies suffer from 
burning sulfur and 
consumption by 
worms (Mark 9:47-48; 
Rev. 21:8)
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Which Will We Believe?
Tradition Bible
Satan is tormenter 
over all in Hell

Satan in torment with 
those tormented (Rev. 20:10)

A place of solid earth A lake (Rev. 20:10)

People alone suffer Demons too (2 Pet. 2:4)

Satan rules with 
pitchfork

Satan thrown into Hell 
with no emblems of 
dominion (Rev. 20:10)
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How will Christ mop up the 
world after his return?



Main Idea

Jesus will rule and judge all creation



Don't be fooled by Satan today!

"There are two ways 
to be fooled. One is 
to believe what isn't 
true; the other is to 

refuse to accept 
what is true."

—Søren Kierkegaard



I. You will rule the earth with Christ for 
1000 years until Satan's last stand 

(20:1-10).



II.  Christ will judge all people and defeat 
his last enemy, death (20:11-15). 



Do you trust Christ?

"Before we can pray, Lord, Thy Kingdom come, 
we must be wiling to pray, My kingdom go."

—Alan Redpath



Will you stand?



Or sink?



"I trust in your death for me."



Jesus will reign.



Ready to reign with him?

"There is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reign;

Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain."

—Isaac Watts



How can you be ready to reign?



Be faithful NOW



Slides on 
Revelation 21



The New 
Heaven 
& New 
Earth

Dr. Rick Griffith • Singapore Bible College • BibleStudyDownloads.org



The New Jerusalem 
(Rev. 21–22)

Dr. Rick Griffith, Crossroads International Church Singapore
cicfamily.com & BibleStudyDownloads.org



like home."

Why?



What is the greatest 
truth about your 
eternal home?  

What do you long for 
most in heaven?



Imagine 
skiing where 
you can't get 

hurt!



Home = Relationships!



Heaven = Relationships!



Future Benefits
(Rev. 19–22)

Heaven 
(Rev. 21–22)

Return
(Rev. 19)

Millennium 
(Rev. 20)

421
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The Bible's Chiasm
Repeated Patterns in Reverse Order

Creation New 
Creation

Man's 
Rule 

Lost at 
Fall

Man's
Rule 

Restored at 
Millennium

Christ's 
Redemption

Christ's 
Rule

446



Church Age Tribulation
(Zech 14:1-2)

Millennium
(Zech. 14:6-21)

Rapture 2nd Advent
(Zech 14:3-5)

Gog & Magog 
(Armageddon)

(Ezek. 38–39)

Gog and Magog 
Revisited

(Rev. 20:7-10)

Great
White

Throne
(Rev. 20:11-14)

A Dispensational Timeline 437



Binding of Satan 
(20:2-3a NLT)

Used with permission

"He seized the 
dragon… and bound 
him for 1000 years.  

He threw him into the 
Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over 

him to keep him from 
deceiving the nations 

anymore until the 
1000 years were 

ended…"
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Purposes of the Millennium 424

① Judge angels
② Rule the earth
③ Restore world to pre-Flood era 

(long life of Isa. 65:20) 
④ Fulfill Abrahamic Covenant



Christ 
will win 

this Last 
Battle
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Dragon cast 
into lake of 

burning 
sulfur
(20:10)

437



"Then I saw a 
great white 
throne…" 

(20:11)

438



Heaven 
is for 
Real



Heaven 
is for 
Real



Heaven 
is for 
Real



Today's Text (Rev. 21–22)

What
(Description)

How
(Prescription)



I.  God will once again live 
with man (21:1–22:6).



"Then I saw 
a new 

heaven and a 
new earth, 
for the old 

heaven and 
the old earth 

had 
disappeared" 

(21:1a NLT).
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A Literal 
New 

Heaven & 
New 

Earth?

447



He will return!



Come the water!



Be a 
Bride of 
Christ



"I was caught up to the third heaven" 
(2 Cor 12:2 NLT)

THE SECOND HEAVEN
Starry Space

THE FIRST HEAVEN
The Atmosphere THE THIRD HEAVEN

God's Dwelling Place

THE THREE HEAVENS OF THE BIBLE



Terminology for "Heaven(s)"

• Atmosphere (Gen. 1:6-8)
• Outer Space (Gen. 1:1, 14)
• Abode of God & Saints (2 Cor. 12:2)
• Millennium (Isa. 65:17; 66:22)
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22
"In the beginning 
God created the 
heavens and the 
earth" (1:1) 

"Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new 
earth" (21:1) 
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The Last Beginning



Day 1: Light

Day 2: Water &  
air separated

Day 3: Land & 
sea separated

Day 4:  Sun, moon 
& stars arranged

Day 5:  Fish & 
fowl

Day 6:  Animals 
& man

Genesis 1:3-31

3Days of Creation



AnimalsGod's Creation…Day 6

"Then God said, 'Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures after their kind: 
cattle and creeping things and beasts 
of the earth after their kind'; and it was 
so.  God made the beasts of the earth 
after their kind, and the cattle after 
their kind, and everything that creeps 
on the ground after its kind; and God 
saw that it was good" (Gen. 1:24-25).
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ManGod's Creation…Day 6

"Then God said, 'Let Us 
make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; 
and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all 
the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth'" (Gen 1:26).
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God's Creation…Day 6 Woman

in the image of God he 
created him

"So God created man in 
his own image

male and female he created 
them" (Gen 1:27).



Mandate448

and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth'" (Gen 1:28 NLT).

and over the birds 
of the air

and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea

"And God 
blessed them, 
and God said 

to them, 'Be 
fruitful and 

multiply, and 
fill the  earth 

and subdue it; 



Food
Then God said, "Look, I have 
given you every green plant 
yielding seed that is on the 

surface of the all the earth, and 
every tree which has fruit 

yielding seed; it shall be food 
for you" (Gen 1:29) 



Food

"and to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the sky and to every thing 

that moves on the earth which has life, I 
have given every green plant for food"; 

and it was so (Gen 1:30). 



Sixth DayGod's Creation…Day 6

God saw all that He 
had made, and it was 
very good.

And there was 
evening and there 
was morning, the 
sixth day (Gen 1:31).



SummaryGod's Creation…Day 7

Thus the heavens 
and the earth were 

completed, 
and all their hosts 

(Gen 2:1)



The Kingdom of God:
The Bible's All-Encompassing Theme

Genesis 1:26-28

"Then God said, 'Let us make man 
in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish … birds 
… livestock … all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move 
along the ground…'  God blessed 
them and said to them, 'Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it.  Rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the 
air and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.'" 

Revelation 22:5

"There will be no more night. 
They will not need the light of 
a lamp or the light of the sun, 
for the Lord God will give 
them light. And they will reign 
for ever and ever."

Command Fulfillment
The Bible's Theme: God extends His rule to man

Covenants
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The Kingdom of God:
The Bible's All-Encompassing Theme

Genesis 1:26-28

“Then God said, 'Let us make man 
in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish … birds 
… livestock … all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move 
along the ground…'  God blessed 
them and said to them, 'Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it.  Rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the 
air and over every living creature 
that moves on the ground.'” 

Command Fulfillment

The Bible's Theme: God extends His rule to man

Covenants

Revelation 5:9-10 NIV

“And they sang a new song: 
'You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and 
with your blood you purchased 
men for God from every tribe 
and language and people and 
nation. You have made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to 
serve our God, and they will 
reign on the earth.”



God's Rule – Theme of the OT

mandated in Eden  but lost in the Fall 
 and accomplished by redeeming man 
through Israel as a kingdom of priests 
and ultimately through the Messiah 
 who will reign as Savior and King 
 to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant

God's restoring man to participate in His 
kingdom rule for His own glory



The Kingdom in Genesis 1

• Uncreated God (1:1)
• Creation by Word alone (1:4)
• Creation with ease
• Sun and moon [gods] created (1:16)
• Shared rule with man (1:26)



Dr. Rick Griffith • Singapore Bible College • BibleStudyDownloads.org

Noahic Covenant

Adam rules 
with God 

(Gen. 1:26, 
28; 2:19) 

Satan begins 
rule as god of 

this world 
(Gen. 3:15; 
2 Cor. 4:4)
Ab

ra
ha

m
ic

 C
ov

en
an

t Land Covenant

Davidic Covenant

New Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

God covenants with Abraham to 
reestablish man's rule via Israel 
as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. 

12:1-3; Exod. 19:6)

Kingdom Teaching...

Fall of Man 
(Gen. 3)

Israel's failure to 
witness to nations as a 
kingdom of priests is 
judged via exile under 

foreign rule

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises:
•Forgiveness
•Indwelling Spirit
•New heart, nature, mind
•Reunification of Israel and Judah
•No need for evangelism

2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises:
•Sons ("house" never wiped out)
•Kingdom (political dynasty)
•Throne (right to rule by descendants)
•Temple (son to build it)

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises:
•Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12)
•Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration
•Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2)

Jesus extends 
His kingdom in 
mystery form to 

the Church 
(Matt. 13)

Israel rejects 
Messiah's offer of 

kingdom (Matt. 
12:41-42; 23:37-

39)

Christ subdues 
Israel's enemies 

and nation 
believes (Rom. 

11:26-27)

Israel judged for rejecting 
Messiah by dispersion away 

from land for 19 centuries 
(AD 70–AD 1948) but now 

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7)

Christ is Head over His 
Church, which is a 

spiritual temple (Eph. 
2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16)

Mosaic Law replaced 
with first three elements 

of the New Covenant 
(Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6)

MESSIANIC     KINGDOM
Millennial      Eternal

Full 
restoration 

(Ezek. 37:8-28) 
Jerusalem 

world capital
(Isa. 2:1-5)

New 
Jerusalem
(Rev. 21–

22)

Christ 
reigns over 
the world 
(Isa. 11) 

with saints 
(Rev. 5:10; 

20:4-6)

Christ rules over 
everything with 
saints (Eph. 1:9-
10; Rev. 20:1-6; 

22:5b)

la
nd

se
ed

bl
es
si
ng

G
en

es
is

 1
2:

1-
3

Christ 
hands 

kingdom 
over to 

Father (1  
 Cor. 15:24)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme.  Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never 
replaces the nation as the "new Israel" (discontinuity).  Israel will again enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.

ISRAEL CHURCH
(National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15)

Eighth Edition
29 Aug 2016

All 5 
elements 
fulfilled in 
national 

restoration 
(Zech. 8)

All 
things 
made 
new! 
(Rev. 
21:5)

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) 
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25)

Law abolished, fulfilled, and 
replaced at the cross (Rom. 7:1-

6;1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

9gKingdom & Covenants Timeline

OTS 22 &
337



My View of the Bible's Theme
The Bible narrates 
 God's restoring man to participate in His 

kingdom rule for His own glory
  mandated in Eden but lost in the Fall 
  and accomplished by redeeming man 
   through Israel as a kingdom of priests 
   and ultimately through the Messiah, 
    who will reign as Saviour and King 
        to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant



You are Here
174b



Future Benefits
(Rev. 19-20)

Heaven 
(Rev. 21-22)

Return
(Rev. 19)

Millennium 
(Rev. 20)

191



Differences 
Between 

the 
Millennium 
and Heaven

Millennium Heaven
Duration 1000 years 

(Rev. 20:1-6)
Eternal 
(Rev. 22:5)

Death Possible 
(Isa. 65:20)

Impossible
(Rev. 21:4)

Longevity   
of Life

"Never again will 
there be an infant 
who lives a few 
days.  He who dies 
at a hundred will 
be thought a mere 
youth" (Isa. 65:20)

No aging (Rev. 
21:4 implied)

Sin Nature Active (Rev. 20:7-
9)

Abolished (Rev. 
21:27)

Inhabitants Initially Christian, 
but later includes 
unbelievers––no 
living with angels? 
(Matt. 25:34; 
Rev. 20:7-9)

Saints and 
angels alone 
(Rev. 21:27)

191

Millennium
(Rev. 20) 

vs. 
Heaven 

(Rev. 21-22)



Differences 
Between 

the 
Millennium 
and Heaven

Millennium Heaven
Bodies Mortal and 

immortal living 
together (Isa. 
65:20; 1 Cor. 
15:42-44)

Only immortal 
(glorified)
(1 Cor. 15:42-44)

Satan Bound, but then 
released after 
1000 years (Rev. 
20:3, 7)

In lake of 
burning sulfur, 
never to be 
released again 
(Rev. 20:10)

Political &
Religious 
Centre

Jerusalem 
(Isa. 2:2-3; Micah 
4:1-2, 7)

New Jerusalem 
(Rev. 21)

Place Earth (Rev. 5:10) New heavens 
and new earth 
(Rev. 21:1)

Key 
Passages

Psalm 72; Isaiah 
2; 11; 65–66; 
Revelation 20:1-6

Revelation 21–22

191

Millennium
(Rev. 20) 

vs. 
Heaven 

(Rev. 21-22)



We already saw one glimpse of the 
throne of God (Rev. 4–5)



The Last Beginning



New Heaven 
& New Earth

176

The Consummation of All Things
How are these "New"?
³Annihilation
³Renewal



Explore!



"Then I saw a 
new heaven and 
a new earth, for 
the old heaven 

and the old 
earth had 

disappeared" 
(Rev 21:1a NLT).

449



Isaiah v. John on the 
New Heaven(s) and New Earth

452

Isaiah's New Heavens 
and New Earth 

(Isa. 65:17; 66:22)

John's New Heaven 
and New Earth 

(Rev. 21:1)
English Term Plural: "new heavens" Singular: "new heaven"

Time Period Millennium Eternal State

Life span of 
Inhabitants

Extended yet not 
infinite life (65:20)

Eternal Life

Death Possible, though 
dying at 100 years 
old is "young" 
(65:20; cf. 66:24)! 

No death (Rev. 21:4) as 
death is abolished at 
the Great White Throne 
Judgment (Rev. 20:14)



Isaiah v. John on the 
New Heaven(s) and New Earth

452

Isaiah's New Heavens 
and New Earth 

(Isa. 65:17; 66:22)

John's New Heaven 
and New Earth 

(Rev. 21:1)
Marriage & 
Childbirth

Possible (65:23) Impossible (Matt. 22:30)

Activity Building of houses 
and planting of 
vineyards (65:21)

Christ claimed that he 
would prepare a place 
for us (John 14:1f.).

Animal 
Activity

Peaceful cohabitation 
of wild animals 
(65:25a)

No animals are noted 
by John or in any other 
text on heaven

Associated 
City

Protection of God in 
Jerusalem (65:25b)

Focus is the new 
Jerusalem (Rev. 20–21)



Isaiah v. John on the 
New Heaven(s) and New Earth

452

Isaiah's New Heavens 
and New Earth 

(Isa. 65:17; 66:22)

John's New Heaven 
and New Earth 

(Rev. 21:1)
Gathering of 
Nations

Brought to Jerusalem 
to see God's glory 
(66:18-20; cf. Zech. 
14:16-19)

God's glory provides 
light for the nations 
(21:23-24)

Priesthood & 
Temple

Has a temple, priests, 
and Levites (66:20-21; 
cf. Ezek. 40—43)

Has no temple (21:22), 
so by implication no 
priests are needed

Celebrations New Moon and the 
Sabbath (56:6-7a; 
66:23)

No need for these since 
there will be no need 
for rest in eternity 



Isaiah v. John on the 
New Heaven(s) and New Earth

452

Isaiah's New Heavens 
and New Earth 

(Isa. 65:17; 66:22)

John's New Heaven 
and New Earth 

(Rev. 21:1)

Time Still existent Abolished with night 
(Rev. 22:5), so rest 
every seven "days" is 
absurd.

Place of 
Worship

Jerusalem (65:23) Throne of God (22:3-4)



"Then I saw 
a new 

heaven and a 
new earth, 
for the old 

heaven and 
the old earth 

had 
disappeared" 

(21:1a NLT).

176

A 
renewed 
earth?



And the sea was also gone (21:1b NLT).
176



John sees the 
New Jerusalem

180



The Bible's Chiasm
Repeated Patterns in Reverse Order

Creation New 
Creation

Man's 
Rule 

Lost at 
Fall

Man's
Rule 

Restored at 
Millennium

Christ's 
Redemption

Christ's 
Rule
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And the sea was also gone (21:1b NLT).
181



And the sea was also gone (21:1b NLT).
181



The New 
Jerusalem



"And I saw the 
holy city, the 

new Jerusalem, 
coming down 

from God out of 
heaven like a 

bride beautifully 
dressed for her 

husband"
(21:2 NLT).
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Why would the New 
Jerusalem come out of 

heaven (21:2)?
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God's presence 
in Eden



God's presence 
at the tabernacle



God's presence 
at the Temple



"…as a bride, beautifully 
dressed for her husband…"



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Fellowship with 
God broken 

(3:8-10) 

Fellowship with 
God resumed 

(21:3) 
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"I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, 
'Look, God's home is now among his people! 

He will live with them, and they will be his 
people.   God himself will be with them'" 

(21:3 NLT).
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Not Earth to Heaven, 
but Heaven to Earth

174b



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

"I will greatly 
multiply your 
sorrow" (3:16) 

"In the day you 
eat of it you will 
surely die" (2:17) 

"There will be no 
more death" 

(21:4) 

"There will be no 
more... sorrow or 
crying or pain" (21:4) 
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We all experience 
death now



Sorrow is 
part of life 

now



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

"I will greatly 
multiply your 
sorrow" (3:16) 

175

"There will be no 
more... sorrow or 
crying or pain" (21:4) 



"He will wipe 
every tear from 
their eyes, and 
there will be no 
more death or 

sorrow or crying 
or pain. All these 
things are gone 

forever"
(21:4 NLT).
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Heaven Will Have Sins Forgiven

FOE FATHERS (1945)



FOE FATHERS

… AND SONS (1995)Enmity between their 
dads forgotten in a 

handshake

Heaven Will Have Sins Forgiven!



We will 
have 

glorified 
bodies!



So what will 
our glorified 

bodies be like?
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Romans believed that Mercury could fly
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1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are! The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we 
are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when Christ 

appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify 

themselves, just as he is pure.

1 John 3:1-3 NIV



JESUS APPEARS 
TO THOMAS

John 20:24-29

THE EASTER STORY

Free
Bible 
images







Our bodies will be like Christ's body!
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Husband and 
wife (2:18-25) 

Lamb and bride 
(19:6-9; 21:9-10) 
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The New 
Jerusalem will 

have protection 
(wall), access for 

Israel (gates), 
and access for 

the church in its 
foundation 
(21:12-14) 



Figurative or Literal? 455



Is the New Jerusalem 
the Church?



New Jerusalem = The Church?

The city is described as a "bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband" (21:2; see also vv. 
9-10).  Since the term "bride" often refers to 

the church (Isa. 54:5; Eph. 5:32; etc.), it would 
seem so here too (Hendriksen, 199).  "Even in 
the Old Testament the Church is represented 
under the symbolism of a city (Isa. 26:1; Ps. 

48; etc.)" (Hendriksen, 199).



The New Jerusalem

4551. The church is never 
called the bride of 
Christ in the NT.

2. Verses 9-10 denote 
the "bride" or "wife" 
as the new 
Jerusalem itself—
not the church 



"Then one of the seven 
angels who held the seven 
bowls containing the seven 

last plagues came and said to 
me, 'Come with me! I will 

show you the bride, the wife 
of the Lamb'" (21:9 NLT).



The City Descending
(21:10-11 NLT)

"So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high 
mountain, and he showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.  
11It shone with the glory of God and sparkled like 
a precious stone—like jasper as clear as crystal."



Sitting on the Earth?
184



The Cubed City

184



The New Jerusalem
460

Size of New 
Jerusalem

2,250,000 
sq. miles



The New 
Jerusalem 
& SE Asia

460

2200 km

2200 km

22
00

 k
m 2200 km



The New Jerusalem over present Jerusalem

190



New Jerusalem Citizens

"But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

• myriads of angels,  
• to the general assembly
• and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in 

heaven, 
• and to God, the Judge of all, 
• and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect" 

Hebrews 12:22-23 (NAU)



Everything New!
(21:5-7 NLT)

"And the one sitting on the throne said, 'Look, 
I am making everything new!' And then he 

said to me, 'Write this down, for what I tell you 
is trustworthy and true.'  6And he also said, 'It 
is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—
the Beginning and the End. To all who are 

thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the 
water of life.  7All who are victorious will 

inherit all these blessings, and I will be their 
God, and they will be my children.'"



Those Excluded
(21:8 NLT)

"But cowards, unbelievers, the 
corrupt, murderers, the immoral, 

those who practice witchcraft, idol 
worshipers, and all liars—their fate is 
in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This 

is the second death."



The 2200-kilometer cube will 
recall God's presence in the 

Holy of Holies (21:15-16).
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The Holy of Holies in the 
tabernacle and temple was a 

perfect cube

190



Over the 
USA

190



It will be lit by the glory of God 
(21:22-27)!

"I saw no temple in 
the city, for the Lord 
God Almighty and 
the Lamb are its 
temple" (21:22 NLT).



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22
"God made two 
great lights" (sun 
and moon; 1:16) 

"The city does not 
need the sun or the 
moon" (21:23) 
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And the city has 
no need of sun 

or moon, for the 
glory of God 

illuminates the 
city, and the 

Lamb is its light
(21:23 NLT).
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

"The darkness 
He called 

night" (1:5) 

"There will be 
no night there" 

(21:25; 22:5) 
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The Gates & Walls
(21:12-13 NLT)

"The city wall was 
broad and high, with 

twelve gates 
guarded by twelve 

angels. And the 
names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel were 
written on the gates.  

13There were three 
gates on each side—

east, north, south, 
and west."



Used with permission

Foundations of the City 
(21:12-21)



Jasper

Foundation Stones (21:19-20)

Sapphire

Agate

Emerald

Onyx

Carnelian

Chrysolite

Beryl

Topaz

Chrysoprase

Jacinth

Amethyst
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High Priest 
Breastpiece 

(Exod. 28:15-21 NIV)



High Priest 
Breastpiece 

(Exod. 28:15-21 NIV)

15"Fashion a breastpiece for 
making decisions…17Then 
mount four rows of precious 
stones on it. The first row shall 
be carnelian, chrysolite and 
beryl; 18the second row shall be 
turquoise, lapis lazuli and 
emerald; 19the third row shall be 
jacinth, agate and amethyst; 
20the fourth row shall be topaz, 
onyx and jasper. Mount them in 
gold filigree settings. 21There are 
to be twelve stones, one for 
each of the names of the sons of 
Israel, each engraved like a seal 
with the name of one of the 
twelve tribes.



"God's People: Close to His Heart - Forever 
In the strange world of the Bible, God's people are 

likened to jewels.

http://richardwalkerblogs.blogspot.sg/2010/12/gods-people-close-to-his-heart-forever.html

In the Old Testament, the High Priest would wear a 
breastpiece on which was mounted 12 jewels. He 

would carry these precious stones with him into the 
Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle / Temple close to his 

heart.
In the New Jerusalem, the walls are made of the very 
same jewels found on the High Priest's breastpiece. 

They now surround the dwelling place of God, 
gathered from the four corners of the globe and they 
will stay there, in the new creation, in the presence 

of God." 



Jasper

Foundation Stones (21:19-20)

Sapphire
Agate

Emerald
Onyx

Carnelian
Chrysolite

Beryl
Topaz

Chrysoprase
Jacinth

Amethyst

Jasper
Sapphire

Chalcedony
Emerald

Sardonyx
Sardius

Chrysolite
Beryl
Topaz

Chrysoprase
Jacinth

AmethystNLT
NAU
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Used with permission

Through the Gate 
(21:21)

185



Gates from a Single Pearl (21:21)!
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"The nations 
will walk in 

its light, and 
the kings of 

the world will 
enter the city 

in all their 
glory."

448

25Its gates will 
never be closed 
at the end of day 
because there is 
no night there.  

26And all the 
nations will 

bring their glory 
and honor into 

the city" 
(21:24-26 NLT).



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

First paradise 
closed (3:23) 

New paradise 
opened (21:25) 
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Satan appears 
as deceiver of 
mankind (3:1) 

Satan disappears 
forever (20:10) 

Defilement enters 
the garden (3:6-7) 

Defilement never 
enters the city 

(21:27) 

Initial triumph 
of the serpent 

(3:13) 

Ultimate triumph 
of the Lamb 
(20:10; 22:3) 
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No More 
Sin and 
Death!

"You sure you're supposed to 
be doing' that, Mitch?"



"Nothing evil will 
be allowed to 

enter, nor 
anyone who 

practices 
shameful idolatry 
and dishonesty—

but only those 
whose names are 

written in the 
Lamb's Book of 
Life" (21:27 NLT).
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Slides on 
Revelation 22



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Trees and rivers 
(2:8-14) 

Tree and river
(22:1-2) 

448

"Then the angel showed me a river with the 
water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb" 
(22:1 NLT).



The River of Life

"It flowed down the 
center of the main 

street. On each side of 
the river grew a tree of 

life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, with a 

fresh crop each month. 
The leaves were used 

for medicine to heal the 
nations" (22:2 NLT).



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Prohibition from the 
tree of life (3:24) 

Access to the 
tree of life (22:14) 

448



The Tree of Life (22:2, 14)



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

"Cursed is the 
ground because 
of you" (3:17) 

"No longer will 
there be any curse" 
(22:3) 
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Man driven from 
God's presence 
(3:24) 

"They will see His 
face" (22:4) 
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

Man's dominion 
broken in the fall 
of the first man, 
Adam (3:19) 

Man's dominion 
restored in the rule 
of the new man, 
Christ (22:5) 
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The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

First paradise 
closed (3:23) 

New paradise 
opened (21:25) 

175



The Consummation of All Things
Genesis 1–3 Revelation 20–22

First rest for God 
(2:1-3) 

Final rest for man 
(14:13) 

175



"And there will be no 
night there—no need 
for lamps or sun—for 

the Lord God will 
shine on them. And 

they will reign forever 
and ever" (22:5 NLT).



The Consummation of All Things 175



Other Questions…



Lucy and Snoopy

HMM…
I DON'T THINK 

YOUR SUBJECT 
IS SERIOUS 
ENOUGH.

YOU SHOULD 
WRITE SOMETHING 
REALLY THOUGHT-

PROVOKING.

WRITE ABOUT 
SOMETHING THAT HAS 
BEEN A PUZZLE SINCE 
THE WORLD BEGAN…

(THINKING) ARE THERE DOGS IN HEAVEN?



Will there be 
animals in heaven?

Why not?  
We will reign over creation, so 

why not over animals?  
People will no longer need 

human rulers.



Are 
there 

animals 
in 

heaven?



Christ and his forces will 
return on horses (Rev. 19:11)



Heaven is Eternal!

"I think he's missing the whole point!"



Heaven Never Ends!
188



Christ encourages 
us to live as if he 

can come any 
moment (22:7-17).

• "I am coming soon!" (22:7)

"Look, I am coming soon! 
Blessed are those who obey 
the words of prophecy 
written in this book" (NLT).



"We will rise to meet Him" 
(1 Thess. 4:17)

Imminency = "at any moment"

tachus = "soon" (NLT)?



Jesus Wins!

Series on 
Revelation

tachus = "quick, swift, speedy" 
(BADG; NAU)?



Christ encourages 
us to live as if he 

can come any 
moment (22:7-17).

• "I am coming soon!" (22:7)
• "I am coming soon!" (22:12)



I'm 
Coming 
Soon!

(22:12-13 NLT)

"Look, I am coming soon, 
bringing my reward with me to 
repay all people according to 
their deeds. 13I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End."



How would 
you advertise 
for Heaven?

188A Heavenly Advertisement
Free Beautiful Homes

To Be
Given Away

In a 
Perfect City 

with––
100% Pure Free Water

No Light Bulbs
Perpetual Lighting

Permanent Gold Pavement
Nothing Undesirable

Everything New
Perfect health

Immunity from Accidents
The Best of Society

Beautiful Music
Free Transportation

Secure a Contract Today—
For the New Jerusalem



Where is Heaven?



Where is 
heaven 

right 
now?



Where is 
heaven 

right 
now?



Where is 
heaven 

right 
now?



Heaven is 
closer than 
you think!



Traditional versus Biblical 
Views of Heaven

470



Tradition

What's True About Heaven?

Bible
Judgment Blessing

We go to heaven Heaven comes to us

We live with God God dwells with us

"Heaven" New heaven & earth
Country living HDB living

Rest Service



The Transfiguration



Who 
goes to 
heaven?

"CV" 
means "Christ 

Victorious"

WELCOME TO 
HEAVEN. HAVE 

C.V. READY.

There IS a difference.

Hey, what are 
you trying to 

pull? This is a 
RESUME!



Will There Be Degrees of 
Reward in Heaven?

465



Heavenly Greenery
465



Heavenly Landscape?



City Life for Eternity?



A City of 
Gold



"'Yes!  I am coming soon!'
Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!

The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with God's people.  Amen" 

(22:20-21 NIV).



How can we sum up the 
New Heaven, 
New Earth & 

New Jerusalem?



Main Idea of Rev 21–22

Christ living with us 
encourages us to live for Christ



Do you focus on 
God's presents or 
God's presence?



I.  God will once again live 
with man (21:1–22:6).



© 2004 TBBMI 8.0.03f.

II. Live in light of the end 
(22:7-21).



Christ's Two Comings

FIRST COMING

(C
HU

RC
H 

AG
E)

SECOND COMING
Laid in a manger Lands on a mountain

Came as a lamb Comes as the Lord

Lowly and poor Lavish and powerful

Died for His enemies Death to His enemies

Tempted by Satan Traps Satan in bottomless pit

Lived in a world of unrighteousness Leads the world in righteousness

Died for sins and rose again Directs and reigns

Ruth & Larry Moody; cited by Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 117
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Come to the Water!

"The Spirit and the 
bride say, 'Come.' Let 

anyone who hears this 
say, 'Come.' Let anyone 
who is thirsty come. Let 

anyone who desires 
drink freely from the 

water of life"
(22:17). 



Do you long 
for Christ's 

return? 

 Why or why 
not? 



Israel Times of Gentiles

Abrahamic 
Covenant

Eden Conscience Human 
Government

Patriarchs Judges Kings Prophets Christ Grace Millennium

The Kingdom of God 34
460

Adapted from J. Dwight Pentecost, Thy Kingdom Come, 323

The Eternal Kingdom

False Kingdom of Satan

Soteriological Line

Theocratic Kingdom on Earth

Covenants

Dispensations (Tests of Obedience)
Inno-
cence

Conscience Human 
Government

Promise Law (Gal. 3:19) Grace Millennium

New Covenant

Davidic Covenant

Land Covenant



God guards His Word by 
judging those who tamper 

with it (Rev. 22:18-19)
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A Stern Warning (22:18-19)

• If anyone adds anything to them, 
God will add to him the plagues 
described in this book.

• If anyone takes words away from 
this book of prophecy, God will 
take away from him his share in 
the tree of life and the holy city, 
which are described in this book"

"I warn everyone who hears the 
prophecy of this book:
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Some Liberals Add 
Books

Elaine Pagels teaches 
at Princeton that first 
century Christianity 
was also Gnostic!

472



NT Apocrypha: 18 "Gospels"

The Gospel of:

• Bartholomew  • the Birth of Mary
• Basilides  • Pseudo-Matthew
• Cerinthus  • the Hebrews
• the Ebionites  • Philip
• Mary Magdalene  • Thomas
• Marcion • Infancy Gospel of Thomas

472



NT Apocrypha: 21 "Acts"

Apostolic History of Abdias
Fragmentary Story of Andrew
Ascent of James
Martyrdom of Matthew
Passion of Paul
Passion of Peter and Paul

472



NT Apocrypha: 21 "Acts"

The Acts of:
• Andrew 
• Andrew and Matthias  • Peter
• Andrew and Paul  • Peter and Andrew
• Barnabas  • Peter and Paul
• James the Great • Philip
• John • Pilate
• John by Prochorus • Thaddeus
• Paul • Thomas

472



NT Apocrypha: Others

EPISTLES
Epistles of Christ and Abgarus
Epistle of the Apostles
Third Epistle to the Corinthians
Epistle to the Laodiceans
Epistle of Lentulus
Epistles of Paul and Seneca
Apocryphal Epistle of Titus

APOCALYPSES
James Stephen
Paul Thomas
Peter the Virgin
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Brown's Key Sources are Gnostic
Two Types Addressed in 1 John

Docetic Gnosticism
From dokeo, "to seem" 

(Christ only seemed to 
be a man)

Matter is Evil
Depreciated Materialism
Denied Christ's Humanity
Touched Jesus (1:1)
Led to Asceticism
Immorality exalted

Cerinthian Gnosticism
From Cerinthus, founder in Asia

(Christ only seemed to be 
God)

Spirit is Good
Exalted Knowledge (gnosis)
Denied Christ's Deity
Water & Blood (5:6)
Led to Pride
Education exalted
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The Gospel of Judas

n Jesus said, "… Truly [I] say to 
you, Judas... you will exceed all 
of them. For you will sacrifice the 
man that clothes me" (sections 
55-56).
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Judgments for 
Subtractions

472



Subtractors

Marcion (AD 170)
Thomas Jefferson (1813)

Jehovah's Witnesses (1961)
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Mormons Add & Subtract

The supposed 
"golden plates"
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Dan Brown's "Winner" Idea

"History is always written by 
the winners. When two 

cultures clash, the loser is 
obliterated, and the winner 
writes the history books—

books which glorify their 
own cause" 

(Da Vinci Code, 215)
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Who were the "Winners"?

• Romans "beat" Christians but 
the NT books still survived

• Competing views of history often 
coexist

• History is still revised by losers 
(e.g., Japanese)
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1st Cent. AD 325

Smearing History

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Council of Nicaea

18 Heretical 

Gospels 

Written

Supposed 
80 

Gospels!

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Selected 
for their 
"Male 
Bias"
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God Guided the 
Development of 

the Canon.
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1st 
Cent.

AD 325

Clearing History

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Council of Nicaea

Individuals

Pse
udo-B

arn
ab

as
 (7

0-1
30

)

X= Citation 
or allusion

O= Named 
as authentic

X
X
X
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en
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f R
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-97
)

X

X
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Acceptance of 
the Four 
Gospels 

Before Nicaea

Geisler & Nix, Introduction to the Bible (Chicago: Moody, 1968) 

Gospel of 
Thomas 

AD 50-140

Gospel of 
Judas 

AD 170?
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Irenaeus (AD 180)

Against Heresies 1.31.1

"They declare that Judas the 
traitor was thoroughly 
acquainted with these things, 
and that he alone, knowing the 
truth as no others did, 
accomplished the mystery of the 
betrayal; by him all things, both 
earthly and heavenly, were thus 
thrown into confusion.  They 
produce a fictitious history of 
this kind, which they style the 
Gospel of Judas."
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Irenaeus (AD 180)

Against Heresies 3.11.8

"It is not possible that the 
Gospels can be either more 
or fewer in number than they 
are. For, since there are four 
zones of the world… and four 
principal winds… it is fitting 

that [the Church] should have 
four pillars…." (then he lists 

Matthew, Mark, Luke & John)
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Irenaeus (AD 
180)

Against Heresies 3.1

"Matthew also issued a written 
Gospel among the Hebrews in their 
own dialect, while Peter and Paul 

were preaching at Rome, and laying 
the foundations of the Church. After 

their departure, Mark, the disciple 
and interpreter of Peter, did also 
hand down to us in writing what 

had been preached by Peter. Luke 
also, the companion of Paul, 

recorded in a book the Gospel 
preached by him. Afterwards, John, 
the disciple of the Lord, who also 
had leaned upon His breast, did 

himself publish a Gospel during his 
residence at Ephesus in Asia."
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1st 
Cent.

AD 325

Clearing History

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Council of Nicaea
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ab

as
 (7

0-1
30

)

X= Citation 
or allusion

O= Named 
as authentic

X
X
X

Clem
en

t o
f R

ome (
95

-97
)

X

X

Polyc
arp

 (1
10

-15
0)

X
X
X
X

Herm
as

 (1
15

-14
0)

X
X

Didac
he (

12
0-1

50
)

X

X

Pap
ias

 (1
30

-14
0)

X

Ire
nae

us (
13

0-2
02

)

O
O
O
O

Ju
sti

n M
art

yr 
(15

0-5
5)

X
X
X
O

Orig
en

 (1
85

-25
4)

X
X
X
X

Cyri
l o

f J
eru

sa
lem

 (3
15

-38
6)

O
O
O
O

Marc
ion (1

40
)

O

Murat
onian

 (1
70

)

O
O
O
O

Baro
co

cc
io (2

06
)

O
O
O
O

Aposto
lic

 (3
00

)

O
O
O
O

Ta
tia

n D
iat

es
se

ro
n (1

70
)

O
O
O
O

Old Lati
n (1

50
-17

0)

O
O
O
O

Old Syri
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Canons Translations

Acceptance of 
the Four 
Gospels 

Before Nicaea

Geisler & Nix, Introduction to the Bible (Chicago: Moody, 1968) 

Gospel of 
Thomas 

AD 50-140

Gospel of 
Judas 

AD 170?
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NT Canon during 1st 4C
The NT Canon in the First Four Centuries

H. Wayne House, Chronological & Background Charts to the NT

472



NT Canonicity
 Requirements

What did it take for early documents to be 
considered Scripture?

Written by Apostle (or under an Apostle)
Widely Accepted (used by churches)
Theologically Sound (no false doctrine)

None of these applied to the books Dan Brown 
says were the "real Scripture," such as the 
Gospel of Philip & Gospel of Thomas
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Caesarea
Luke Written
AD 57-59

Macedonia
Paul Wrote 1 Timothy

AD 62

Stay in that house, eating and 
drinking whatever 
they give you, for 
the worker deserves his wages… 
(Luke 10:7)

For the Scripture says, "Do not 
muzzle the ox  while it is treading 
out the grain," and "The worker 
deserves his wages" (1 Timothy 
5:18).

Paul Called Luke's 
Gospel 

"Scripture" 
within 5 years!
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Paul's Letters Written
AD 49-62

Rome
Peter Wrote 2 Peter
AD 64

Peter Also 
Called Paul's 

Letters 
"Scripture"!

"…Our dear brother Paul also wrote to 
you with the wisdom God gave him.  He 
writes the same way in all his letters, 
speaking in them of these matters.  His 
letters contain some things that are hard 
to understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they do the 
other Scriptures, to their own 
destruction" (2 Peter 3:15-16)

472



Is the Bible reliable?

"The Bible is a product of man, my 
dear.  Not of God… [It] has evolved 

through countless translations, 
additions, and revisions. History 

has never had a definitive version 
of the book." 

DVC, 195

Brown accuses via the 
mouth of "historian" 

Leigh Teabing…
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# Author When 
Written

Earliest 
Copy

Time 
Span

Number 
of Copies

6 Plato 347 BC AD 900 1200 yrs 7

12 Catullus 54 BC AD 1550 1600 yrs 3

14 Pliny AD 113 AD 850 750 yrs 7

NT Paul, 
Luke, 
etc.

AD 95 AD 250 150 yrs 24,772

Extant Copies of Pagan vs. NT Writings
472



Isaiah AD 1000

Isaiah 200 BC

1200 years 
earlier!

n Dead Sea Isaiah Scroll

OT Transmission was accurate

Significance of the DSS
This Isaiah 

scroll 
matches the 
A.D. 1000 
Masoretic 
Text upon 
which all 
modern 

translations 
are based 
99% of the 

time.

n Masoretic Isaiah Scroll
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Of the 166 Hebrew words in Isaiah 53, only 
seventeen letters in Dead Sea Scroll 1QIsb 
differ from the Masoretic Text:

10 letters = spelling differences

  4 letters = stylistic changes

3 letters = added word for "light" (vs. 11)

17 letters = no affect on biblical teachings

Geisler & Nix, Intro to the NT, 382

ISAIAH: QUMRAN v. THE MASORETES
200 BC AD 1000
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Why are these books doubted?

Not written by apostles
Never recognized as authoritative
False theology
No claim of inspiration
Lack of dynamic character

472
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How Do We Respond to Attacks 
Against Scripture Today?

Hold the Scripture in High 
Regard!

472



The One 
Book

1 Learn the order
2 Read it through
3 Read it every day
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God guided and guarded 
His Word—so we should 
hold it up high!

Our Key Idea
472



A Challenge:
1 Learn the order
2 Read it through
3 Read it every day

472



How can we be triumphant 
in Christ?

What do we need to grasp 
about Jesus for victory?

Revelation



We have victory when we see that 
Jesus rules over…

Outline of Revelation

DEATH
(1)

CHURCHES
(2–3)

OUR 
FUTURE
(4–22)



Revealing the sovereignty of Jesus Christ 
helped convince the seven churches in Asia 

that Christ could conquer their internal 
compromise and external opposition 

Asian Churches

1.  Internal Struggles 
inside churches 
(2:4, 14-15, 21-24; 
3:1, 15-17)

Rome

2.  External 
Persecution 
from Rome (1:9; 
2:9-10; 3:10)

Title Page
321



Summing Up the Whole Book

God discloses through John the 
sovereignty of Jesus Christ in His 

ultimate future triumph to 
encourage believers to persevere 
despite internal compromise and 

external opposition 

343



Jesus rules the world!  
So he can handle your 

puny problem. 

Revelation’s Big Idea



Why should we know that Jesus 
rules the world?

318



What's your view of Jesus?



Jesus Wins!

The point of 
Revelation



For Pre-Christians: Have you 
submitted to Christ’s rule over you?

For Christians: What issue do you 
need to entrust to Jesus today?
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Appendix A: The Gaze-Glance Principle

God

Our Request

Glance

Gaze

Seeking God's Hand
Source: Elton & 
Shirley Gillam, 

The Restoration 
of Biblical Prayer 

(Greely, CO: 
Chambers 

College Press, 
2009), 33
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Appendix A: The Gaze-Glance Principle

God

Our Request

Gaze

Glance

Seeking God's Face
Source: Elton & 
Shirley Gillam, 

The Restoration 
of Biblical Prayer 

(Greely, CO: 
Chambers 

College Press, 
2009), 33
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I. Introduction

475



Tribulation?

475

A.D. 70



475

Unable to find a parking space

Tribulation?



475

9/11
Tribulation?



475

Tsunami 
Tribulation?



475

The Bowl 
Judgments

Tribulation?



four major eschatological views
475

Preterism Past

Historicism Present

Futurism Future

Idealism Timeless



Definition

An eschatological viewpoint that 
sees most or all of  Bible prophecy 
as being fulfilled sometime in the 
past (1st century AD after the 
death of  Christ, at the destruction 
of  Jerusalem in A.D. 70)

475



History
The first 

systematic 
preterist 

exposition of  
prophecy was 

written by Luis De 
Alcasar in 1614.

Johnson

475



Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. 

"The word 'preterist' is from Latin 
term praeteritus, which means 
'gone by,' or past. Preterism holds 
that the tribulation prophecies (of  
Matthew and Revelation) occur in 
the first century."

475



Types of Preterists
476

• Extreme Preterists
 (Radical/Full/Consistent 
 Preterists) see Tribulation,

Resurrection, 2nd Coming 
& Judgments as past

• Mild Preterists
 God judged Jews (A.D. 70) & Rome (A.D. 313)
 Still look forward for the 2nd Coming of Christ

• Moderate Preterists
 (Partial Preterists) – Almost all prophecies
 fulfilled in A.D. 70, Future 2nd Coming



476

II. Arguments and 
Responses on Preterism



A. External Evidence

Critical to the position of the 
Radical Preterists is that they need 
to date Revelation before A.D. 70 

476



David Chilton

476

A Radical Claim:

"The dating of the 
book of Revelation 
by the Church 
Fathers is wrong."



Church Fathers & Modern Scholars

476Response

• Church Fathers and most modern 
scholars concur with the date of A.D. 
95/96.

• The Tribulation of Revelation does not 
refer to A.D. 70.



477

B. Internal evidence for dating 
Revelation before A.D. 70.



Preterists see the temple in 
Rev. 11:1-2 as still standing 

477



Response:
The vision of the Temple in Ezekiel 40-48 was 

given when the temple in Jerusalem was already 
destroyed. In the same way, it is not necessary 

for the temple to be standing for John.

477



Was Jerusalem destroyed by this time?
Does 11:1-2 mean the temple still stood?

Then I was given a 
measuring stick, and I 
was told, "Go and 
measure the Temple of 
God and the altar and 
count the number of 
worshipers.  2But do 
not measure the outer 
courtyard…" (NLT)

1. No, this text refers to a 
literal future temple 
during the Tribulation.  

2. This is a vision.
3. Also, the 7th bowl 

(16:17–21) does not 
picture "the great city" 
as entirely destroyed 
until after John's time, 
so it looked to a future 
destruction.

320



Rev. 13:18

Preterists see the number 666 in Rev. 
13:18 as Nero, so Revelation must have 

been written during Nero's time

478



Rev. 1:1 and 4:1 state that John (the author) 
would be shown "what must soon take place" 

and "what must take place after this." This 
removes any doubt that the number of the 

beast must be future and not past or present.

478
Response: Future Orientation



Rev. 17:10

Preterists see the "seven kings" as seven 
Roman kings from the first century. Then they 

argue that the sixth king is Nero.

478



When Did John Write Revelation?
39-41, 320

Who was the Roman Emperor then?

Christ 
Crucified

AD 33
Tiberius
14-37

Caligula
37-41

Claudius
41-54

Nero
54-68

Vespasian
69-79

Domitian
81-96

Revelation 
Written 
AD 95

Jerusalem 
Destroyed

AD 70
Titus
79-81

Supported by:
Irenaeus

Victorinus of Pettau 
Clement of Alexandria

 Eusebius

Most 
preterists 
place the 
book here



Response: Why 
can't Nero be 

the 666?

479

• Nero exercised 
authority from AD 
54-68, not for the 
required 42 months 
(Rev. 13:5).

• All inhabitants of 
the earth did not 
worship Nero (Rev. 
13:8).



Daniel 7:1-8 Revelation 13:1-2; 17:9-12

Four beasts (lion, bear, 
leopard, terrible beast with 

ten horns)

One beast that is like a 
leopard, bear, and lion (13:2) 

with ten horns (13:1; 17:3)

Seven heads representing 
four successive kingdoms

Seven heads representing 
seven successive kingdoms

Four kingdoms Seven kingdoms

Ten horns (v. 7) Ten horns (13:1; 17:3,12)

Mark L. Hitchcock, "A Critique of the Preterist View of Revelation 17:9-11 and Nero," Bibliotheca 
Sacra 164 (July-September 2007): 484 

479Correlation with Daniel



479

1. Egypt (Pharaohs) 
2. Assyria (Assyrian kings) 
3. Neo-Babylonia (Nebuchadnezzar) 
4. Medo-Persia (Cyrus) 
5. Greece (Alexander the Great) 
6. Rome (Caesars; "one is") 
7. Reunited Roman Empire (ten kings; "not yet") 
8. Final Gentile world kingdom (the Antichrist)

Eight Successive Kingdoms 
(17:10-11) 

Mark L. Hitchcock, "A Critique of the Preterist View of Revelation 17:9-11 and Nero," Bibliotheca 
Sacra 164 (July-September 2007): 484 



Support for Successive Kingdoms View 479-
480

"The successive-kingdoms view avoids the 
nebulous nature of the symbolic view, is 

consistent with the Old Testament imagery 
from Daniel 7, and provides a consistent 

interpretation of the eight kings. For these 
reasons this is the preferred view. Therefore 
Revelation 17:9-11 offers no support for the 
early date of Revelation based on the idea 

that Nero is the sixth king." 

Mark L. Hitchcock, "A Critique of the Preterist View of Revelation 17:9-11 and Nero," Bibliotheca 
Sacra 164 (July-September 2007): 484 



Rev. 17:10 has no reference to Nero 
or Domitian as Beale affirms. 

Nero (A.D. 37-68) Domitian (A.D. 81-96)

480



C. The timing of fulfillment of 
the prophecies in Revelation

Preterists say words like 
"shortly" or "soon" relate to a 
short time (Rev. 1:1)

480



480

However, they can't explain 
"I am coming quickly" 

(Rev. 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20)



480

Preterist 
difficulties

• Their hermeneutics are not 
consistent.

• It requires great creativity to 
prove that Jesus has come.



D. The timing of the fulfillment of 
Matthew 10:23, 16:28 and 24:34

480



Radical Preterists use Matt. 10:23 as support 
that the Lord must come in the first century: 
"When you are persecuted in one town, flee to the 
next. I tell you the truth, the Son of Man will return 
before you have reached all the towns of Israel."

480Their Claim



"The evangelization of 
the rebellious nation 
of Israel will not be 

finished by them but 
will await His return, 

which is the point 
made by Paul (cf. 

Rom. 11:25-29) and 
the prophets (Zech. 

12:10)"

––Benware

481
Pt. 1Response:



481
Pt. 2

Radical Preterists see Matt. 
16:28 as saying that Jesus will 
come in that very generation



481
Pt. 2

It actually refers to 
people who will be 

physically alive when 
Jesus comes at the 

end time



481
Pt. 3

Preterists see "this generation" in 
Matt. 24:34 as that particular 
generation who heard Jesus



481
Pt. 3

End Times?

• "This generation" refers to a time period 
when the "birth pains begin" (Matt. 24:8). 

• It will continue on until "the gospel is 
preached to the whole world" (Matt. 24:14).

• The "abomination of desolation" spoken of 
by Daniel (Matt. 24:15; cf. Dan. 9:24-27) will 
have taken place.

• The "great tribulation" (Matt. 24:21) will 
have happened.

• Finally, "the Son of Man will come" (Matt. 
24:27). 



They view all or most of these 
prophecies as fulfilled in the 

Temple destruction of A.D. 70.

481

E. The Olivet Discourse of 
Matthew 24–25



Matt. 24:3 

"Tell us, when will 
these things happen?"

482



"What will be the sign 
of Your coming?"

482

Matt. 24:3



"… and of the end of 
the age?" 

Matt. 24:3 
482



Abomination 
of Desolation

Preterists see this in A.D. 70 
by the Romans

482



482

• Context of Matt. 24
• OT Prophets see it as future. 
• Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11

It could not have occurred!!!



The Coming of Christ

Preterists say, "He has come…
although He did not visibly appear"

482



parousi,a parousia (coming)

In the NT, the word always 
means an actual presence

482



Preterists claim that the "signs in 
heaven" are only dramatic ways of 
expressing amazing cosmic signs, 

national calamity or victory in battle 
(a non-miraculous approach).

482



They claim that cosmic signs 
are not to be taken literally

482



482

Rebuttals:
They are allegorizing the text

The OT context is not taken 
into account (Joel 2)



Applications
483

• Evaluate other perspectives, but…
• "The Lord's bond-servant must not 

be quarrelsome" (2 Timothy 2:24)
• Giving critical evaluation to other 

views sheds light on your own view
• Teach the Scriptures



Conclusion
482

• Uphold the importance of:
–Second Coming
–Bodily resurrection 
–Day of the Lord

• "Therefore, be on the alert for you do 
not know which day your Lord is 
coming" (Matt. 24:42).



"Yes!  I am coming soon!"
Amen!  Come Lord Jesus!

The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with God's people.  

Amen.

331
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"We will rise to meet Him"
483



"We Shall Behold Him"

Sung by Sandi Patti



The sky 
shall 
unfold…



…preparing His entrance



The stars 
shall 

applaud Him 
with 

thunders of 
praise



The 
sweet 
light in 
His eyes 
shall 
enhance 
those 
awaiting



And we shall behold Him 
then face to face



We shall behold Him 
We shall behold Him 



…face to face 
in all of His glory



We shall 
behold Him

We shall 
behold Him



…face to face,
our Savior and Lord



The angels shall sound the 
shout of His coming



The sleeping shall rise from 
their slumbering place



And those who remain shall 
be changed in a moment



And we shall behold Him 
then face to face



We shall behold Him 
We shall behold Him 



…face to face 
in all of His glory



We shall behold Him 
We shall behold Him 



…face to face,
our Savior and Lord



We shall behold Him,
our Savior and Lord!



We shall behold Him,
our Savior and Lord!



Come to the Water!

The Spirit and the 
bride say, "Come." 

Let anyone who 
hears this say, 

"Come." Let anyone 
who is thirsty come. 

Let anyone who 
desires drink freely 

from the water of life
(22:17). 



"Yes!  I am coming soon!"
Amen!  Come Lord Jesus!

The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with God's people.  

Amen.
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