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The Pastoral Epistles
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Fourth Missions Trip
1-2 Timothy & Titus After Acts

Spring 62 – Fall 67



Paul’s Acts 28:30-31 Letters
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Date 1 238Date

The chronology of Paul's latter years is 
obscure, yet one harmonization of the internal 

and external data yields this scenario:

§ 1st Roman Imprisonment February 60–March 62
 (Acts 28:30-31)
§ Paul writes Ephesians,  Autumn 60–early Spring 62
 Colossians, Philemon, 
 and Philippians
§ Martyrdom of James,  Spring 62
 the Lord's brother



Paul’s Post-Acts Journey
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§ Freedom from Imprisonment Spring 62–Autumn 67
§ Paul in Ephesus and Colosse Spring–Summer 62
 (Timothy left at Ephesus)
§ Peter travels to Rome 62
§ Paul in Macedonia late summer 62-winter 62/63
§ 1 Timothy written in Macedonia Autumn 62
 to Timothy in Ephesus
§ Paul in Asia Minor Spring 63-Spring 64
§ Paul in Spain Spring 64-Spring 66
 (anticipated in Rom. 15:24)
§ Christians persecuted by Nero Summer 64
 and Peter martyred

§  1 Timothy written in Macedonia    Autumn 62
    to Timothy in Ephesus
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Paul’s Post-Acts Journey
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§ Paul in Crete    early Summer 66
 (Titus left there; Tit. 1:5)
§ Paul in Asia Minor   Summer-Autumn 66
§ Titus written from Asia Minor  Summer 66
 to Titus in Crete
§ Paul in Nicopolis (Tit. 3:12)  Winter 66/67
§ Paul in Troas (2 Tim. 4:13),  Spring–Autumn 67
 Macedonia and Greece

Date 3Date

2nd Roman Imprisonment  Autumn 67–Spring 68
§ Paul arrested and brought to Rome Autumn 67
§ 2 Timothy written from Rome  Autumn 67
 to Timothy in Ephesus
§ Paul beheaded    Spring 68

§ Destruction of Jerusalem  2 September 70

§ Titus written from Asia Minor  Summer 66
 to Titus in Crete
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§ 2 Timothy written from Rome  Autumn 67
 to Timothy in Ephesus



Paul's Epistles in Mostly Scriptural Order

TEXT

Adapted from The Pastoral Epistles © John Stevenson 2010 • https://slideplayer.com/slide/6106093/
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How do the Pastorals 
differ from Paul's earlier letters?

Pastorals:
(1) Address leaders instead of churches
(2) Focus on church issues from a leader's view
(3) Use different words than the earlier letters
(4) Show a more developed church leadership
(5) Have a different style

Early Letters:

Doctrine Practice

Pastorals:

Doctrine & 
Practice



What concerns scholars on the 
authorship of the Pastorals?

(1) Marcion's Canon (AD 170) 
had only 10 Pauline 
letters (but Marcion was a 
heretic).

(2) They are absent from 
p46—one of the earliest 
Pauline manuscripts (but 
we don't know why).

(3) Paul's authorship of the 
Pastorals wasn't doubted 
until 1800s (when critics 
superseded the text).



Pastoral Epistles

1 Timothy 2 TimothyTitus

1 Timothy = personal, urgent, doctrinal emphasis
Titus = less urgent, practical emphasis

2 Timothy = personal, urgent, focus on the Word
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The  New Testament          
Comes Together

Jerusalem (AD 47):

NIV Acts 11:30 This they did, sending their gift to the 
elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Ephesus (AD 57):

NIV Acts 20:17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for 
the elders of the church.

Galatia (AD 48):

NIV Acts 14:23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders 
{or Barnabas ordained elders; or Barnabas had elders 
elected} for them in each church

Crete (AD 66):

NIV Titus 1:5 The reason I left you in Crete was that 
you might straighten out what was left unfinished and 
appoint {or ordain} elders in every town, as I directed 
you.

Philippi (AD 62):

NIV Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timothy, servants of 
Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at 
Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia & Bithynia (AD 64)
NIV 1 Peter 5:1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a 
fellow elder… (cf. 1:1)

elders = overseers = bishops = pastors

Places 
Mentionin
g Elders

55



Three Types of Elders

ALL ELDERS

PREACHERS
&

TEACHERS
$$

PAID 
MANAGERS

Teach, protect, lead, 
serve, testify

$

Unpaid 
or $ 

if Needed
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“The elders who 
direct the affairs 
of the church 
well are worthy 
of double honor, 
especially those 
whose work is 
preaching and 
teaching” 
(1 Tim. 5:17 NIV).



Three Shepherd Tasks of Elders

Teaching

1 Tim. 3:2; 
5:17

Pastoring
(Protect & Lead)

Pastor-
Teacher

1 Tim. 3:1, 4-5; 
5:17

1 Pet. 5:1-4
Acts 20:29, 35
1 Thess. 5:12

Episkopos =
Epi “over” +

skopos “look” =
“watch over”

Eph. 4:11

Administration
(Serve, care for & testify)

236c1



(is maintained by giving priority to…)

Combat False 
Teachers

Uphold 
Church Life

Guard Life & 
Doctrine

Advise Church 
Groups

Resist 
Materialism

Chapter 1 Chapters 2–3 Chapter 4 5:1–6:10 6:11-21 

Doctrine Worship Example Respect Priorities
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Spiritual goals
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Closing charge

Practical Exhortations Throughout
Sent from Macedonia to Ephesus

Autumn AD 62

Church Order 217
1 Timothy



Summary Chart
Sound Conduct Against Opposition

Appoint 
Elders Set Things in Order

Prevent False 
Doctrine Practice True Doctrine

Elders  vs. 
False Teachers

Conduct 
for Various Groups

Grace 
Leads to Godliness

Chapter 1  2:1-10 2:11–3:15

Organize Teach Grace
Truth leads 
to godliness

1:1-4

Elders
1:5-16

Older 
Men
2:1-2

Older 
Women

2:4-5

Younger 
Women

2:4-5

Younger
Men
2:6-8

Slaves
2:9-10

Educates
2:11-15

Empowers
3:1-2

Motivates
3:3-8

Protects
3:9-11

Concl.
3:12-15

Asia Minor to Crete

Summer AD 66
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3:12-15

Asia Minor to Crete

Summer AD 66
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Sound Doctrine Against Opposition 
Persevere in Present Trials Persevere in Future Trials

Chapters 1–2 Chapters 3–4
Examples 

of Faithfulness
1

Characteristics 
of Faithfulness

2

Problem: 
Apostasy

3:1-9 

Solution:
Preach the 

Word
3:10–4:5 

Paul’s Hope
4:6-22
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Rome to Ephesus
Autumn AD 67 (Second Roman Imprisonment)
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