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Rapture
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Preparation for the Rapture

1 Thessalonians



Key Verse

“May the Lord make your love increase and
overflow for each other and for everyone else,
just as ours does for you. May he strengthen
your hearts so that you will be blameless and

holy in the presence of our God and Father

when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy
ones” (3:12-13).

1 Thessalonians




Believers can prepare for the

Rapture by serving without greed
- .and by strengthening their doctrine
o and relationships.

1 Thessalonians



Kingdom Statement

Kingdom! teachlng IS practlcal “We pleaded W|th
encouraged you, and urged you to!live your,
way that God would consider. worthy. For

called 3you to share in his Klngdom and glory” |

1 Thessalonians




Covenant

-

The fullest epranatlon of the Rapture in:
~Scripture appears in th|s Ietter (4:13-5: 11)
 where believers durlng the Church Age
~who have “fallen asleep'in Jesus” will r|se
to meet Jesus at h|s return (4: 14)

1 Thessalonians




Redemption

Jews injthis C|ty not only dlsbelleved but tried to
hlnder Paul from‘pre'a'chlng sojthat Gentiles might
be saved (2: 16) iforsalvationlinfJesus (noted 16

tlmes) IS our hope not wrath (5:8-9).




Prophecy
(Lord, Deity)

Jesus is called “Lord” 24 times in five short
chapters of only 89 verses, emphasizing that “He is
the Sovereign who is to be obeyed” (Thomas L.
Constable, in The Bible Knowledge Commentary,
2:690).

1 Thessalonians




sa\on\a“s Preparation for the Rapture

A 1\'\35 Innocence of Greed Principles for Growth
Chapters 1-3 Chapters 4-5
Personal Practical
Silence Slanders Strengthen Stand
Historical Hortatory
Reflections Exhortations
Looking Back Looking Forward
Commendation | Conduct Concern Love Eschatology | Church Life
1:1-10 2:1-16 2:17-3:13 4:1-12 4:13-5:11 5:12-28
"You're "I'm "l care "Please = .
great!" innocent!" for you" God" bt(;to vT;fc)cr:nef:I" “Live holy”
Corinth
Early Summer AD 51 (on second missionary journey)




1 Faith of Thessalonian church

) 2 Apostolic labors in Thessalonica
3 Investigation of church's welfare

() 4 True love between Christians

5 Hope in Christ's return

_ FIRST
THESSALONIANS

Barry Huddleston, The Acrostic Bible
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How can you be|prepared
R Al N

for.the Rapture? =

M1kThessalonians



l. Serve Jesus without greed
(Chapters 1-3).
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Il. Care about both people and
theology (Chapters 4-5).

1 Thessalonians
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Be preparedifodChrist:s®
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We will;alligive;anjaccount.

1 Thessalonians



"like a thief in the night”

1 Thessalonians 5:2






Thessalonian
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What common‘t!egle S do.y!uﬂc!’ﬂ%e‘n! o! aﬁve chapters?

Although Paul appeared to be writing about and addressing
5 different issues in his letter, there is one topic which he
repeatedly mentions: the Rapture.

--> Exhortations on the Rapture of believers to
meet the Lord as end markers ending each chapter:

1:10 - "..and to wart for his Son from heaven..."

2:19 - "..in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes..."
3:13 - "..when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones."
4:16-18 - "...we who are still alive and are left will be caught up with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.."”

5:23 - "..at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."”

fat




NT Overview (Paul's Letters)

"To the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8)

Acts 9 13 15 16

Summer 35-
37

Damascus
Antioch

35

14

Apr 48-
Sep 49

1
Galatia

48

Fall 49

The
Council

27 28

Spr 62-
Fall 67

4

Spain

Aut 67-
Spr 68

2
Rome

67

Spring 68

Expansion
of Church

68 95

John

Gospels & Acts

Pauline Epistles

Journeys

Imprisonments S




This presentation will focus on:-

1) Background

* The city of Thessalonica

*Authorship
*When the epistle was written

‘Length of Paul's stay
2) Content

*Paul’s Purpose in Writing
*Unifying theme

3) Review

4) Application

204
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(now called Salomca or Thessaloniki)

‘Founded by the Macedonian General A model of anciént
Cassander in 315 BC Thessalonica

‘Named after his wife, Thessalonike, daughter of
Philip IT and half sister of Alexander the Great

‘In 167 BC, it became capital of one of the 4
districts of Macedonia

‘In 146 BC, it was made a province and became
the seat of provincial administration

‘From 42 BC, it was declared a free city,
governed by its own politarchs






* Main seaport and naval
base of Macedonia
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Thessalonica Arches
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Joint authorship of Paul,
Silas and Timothy?

» Some have pointed out
that verse 1 suggests
joint authorship: "Paul,

Silas and Timothy, to the

church of the
Thessalonica..."

But there is a lack of
strong evidence.
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External Internal Attacks Responses
Evidence Evidence
Marcion Canon (ca. | Epistle named Paul as | Lack of Pauline ideas | Church was largely
AD 140) author. & OT citations. Gentile so OT not
cited as frequently.
Muratonian Canon Primitive church A reference to fall of
organisation fitted Jerusalem in AD 70, |Supposed reference
Early Church Fathers | into Paul’s time. which places the to fall of Jerusalem is
— Irenaeus (c. AD epistle after Paul's | very ambiguous.
180) No later writer would | death (AD 68).
have attributed to One of Paul’s earliest
Paul the unfulfilled | A large amount of letters & thus does
expectation of living | non- Pauline not reflect the same
to see the rapture.  |vocabulary. theological

vocabulary as later
letters.




- Length of Paul’s Stay

conlm\’ﬂ’s"2
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- Length of Paul's Stay
3-Week Stay

FOR: Paul preached for 3 Sabbaths in the synagogue
(Acts 17:2).

AGAINST: Luke's writing of Acts accurate and reliable
but selected only some materials according to his focus.

3-Month Stay (Nov 50-Jan 51)

FOR: Enough time for Paul to establish a church
(1 Thess 1:1) with its own leaders (1 Thess 5:12).

FOR: Possible to set up a church in such a short time
but would lack sufficient teaching time that gave rise
to tension with leaders (1 Thess 5:12).
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The Rapture

- And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to

= know what will happen to the believers who have

o dled so you will not grleve like people who have no "
hope‘W‘For since we belleve that Jesus died and

L1/ -

Z Was raised to life again, we also believe that when

~Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the" '% >
bellevers who have dled" (1 Thess 4 13-14 NLT)"‘ %




The Rapture

_"For the Lord hlmseIfW|II come down from heaven %

-

~* with a commandlng shout W|th the\volce of the *
_archangel, and with the’ trumpet caII of God. F|rst

‘the Chrlstlans who have dled will rise from thelr.‘&

graves 1'Then togethewlth them*'we who are still

CINK: and rema|n on the earth will be caqght up in the

‘."A

cIouds to “meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be 28

Clae XN ¥ o by AN £ .

= with the Lord forever.'¢So encourage each other
W|th these words" (1 Thess"'4 16 18 NLT) ‘ _ A
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Are You Expecting the Lord’s Return?
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18




Christ's First Coming
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SECOND GOMING

Laid in a manger Lands on a mountain

Came as a lamb Comes as the Lord

Lowly and poor Lavish and powerful
Died for His enemies Death to His enemies

Tempted by Satan Traps Satan in bottomless pit

(CHURCH AGE)

Lived in a world of unrighteousness Leads the world in righteousness

Died for sins and rose again Directs and reigns

Ruth & Larry Moody; cited by Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 117




Are you ready for his return?




Premillennialism

Rapture Second Second
| Coming Advent

4

Tribulation Millennium
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Two Stages of His Return
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The Rapture
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How can you beprepared
ﬁ for.the Rapture?
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Let's Study
Through
Scripture

The Bible: (™ i

Book by Book




Preparation for the Rapture

1 Thessalonians
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® hilinni Important Locations in Paul's
) Philippi
Letter to the Thessalonians
MACEDONIA
Ephesus
° .
Corinth.  Athens ®Colossae
Antioche
Alexandria Jerusalem o
™

Some Geographical Perspective



_The City of Corinth ™

i 14
A




1 Thessalonians: Preparation for the Rapture

Innocence of Greed Principles for Growth
Chapters 1-3 Chapters 4-5
Personal Practical
Silence Slanders Strengthen Stand
Historical Hortatory
Reflections Exhortations
Looking Back Looking Forward
Commendation | Conduct Concern Love Eschatology | Church Life
1:1-10 2:1-16 2:17-3:13 4:1-12 4:13-5:11 5:12-28
"You're "I'm "l care "Please "Be "Live holy"
great!" innocent!" for you" God" comforted
but watchful”
Corinth
Early Summer AD 51 (on second missionary journey)




How can you be prepared
i for.the Rapture?

A




l. Serve Jesus without greed
(1 Thess 1—3)




1 Thessalonians 1




Silas and Timothy (co-laborers in
Thessalonica) wrote with Paul, who did
not note his apostleship to show his
concern (1:1).

“This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
We are writing to the church in Thessalonica,
to you who belong to God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. May God give you grace
and peace” (1 Thess 1:1 NLT).




Paul commended their
lifestyle of godly living...

in view of Christ’s return
(1:2-10).
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Paul's Advice to Troubled Thessalonians:
Focus on God!

V-Lor;aels "God" "Jesus" "Lord" "Christ" Total
1 1;2;;8 36 16 24 10 86
° 1;25)53 18 13 22 10 63
(T1°::2; 2~ 29 46 20 149

Number of Greek occurrences from Elwell & Yarbrough,

Encountering the New Testament, 332



1 Thessalonians 2




Paul was not motivated by greed

since he made tents and cared
for them (2:1-16).

“Don’t you remember, dear brothers and
sisters, how hard we worked among you?
Night and day we toiled to earn a living so

that we would not be a burden to any of you
as we preached God’s Good News to you”
(2:9 NLT).




I'm so proud of
them! I must
write o encourage

them! 9\

205



L The Suzuki Method '_‘i

’
!

.

b gy
&y

|
/
o~/ ‘ .“\\ '
. 5 A\
/’1{ i
'. ‘ ’I'_"




How can we Strengthen others?




This epistle was written in AD 51
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How can we Strengthen others?

person
(2:17-20).




Paul Tried to Go in Person

But, brothers, when we were torn

away from you for a short time (in
person, not in thought), out of our

intense longing we made every
effort to see you. '®For we wanted
to come to you—certainly |, Paul,
did, again and again—but Satan o
stopped us” (1, Thess 2:17-13 NIV)




Paul's greatest blessing = People!

"For what is our hope, our joy, or the
crown in which we will glory In the
presence of our Lord Jesus when he

comes? Is it not YOU? “%Indeed,

YOU are our glory and joy" _
(1 Thess 2:19-20 NIV) &




The best way to
show people how

valuable they are
IS IN person

15917
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SINGAPORE BIBLE COLLEGE




How can we Strengthen others?

person
(2:17-20).




1 Thessalonians 3




How can we strengthen others?

Bring others into their lives (3:1-9).




Paul sent Timothy
to strengthen the church (3:1-5)

So when we could stand it no longer, we
thought it best to be left by ourselves In
Athens. “We sent Timothy, who is our
brother and God's fellow worker In
spreading the gospel of Christ, to L\
strengthen and encourage you in your faith,
*so that no one would be unsettlied by these
trials. You know quite well that we were
destined for them. g




Paul sent Timothy
to strengthen the church (3:1-5)

‘In fact, when we were with you, we kept
telling you that we would be persecuted.
And it turned out that way, as you well
know. °For this reason, when | could stand
it no longer, | sent to find out about your
faith. | was afraid that in some way the
tempter might have tempted you and our
efforts might have beep useless.




Paul was encouraged (3 6-9)

6But T|mothy has just now ‘come’ to us from i

f//'

you and has brought good news about your
faith and love! He' has toId us, that you’ always

J’\‘\ f':‘. N \U/

. have’ pIeasant memorles of us and that you
/Iong to see us, jUSt as we aIso Iong to see;,

/ *%C'! 4id n

. -you”Therefore brothers inall our, d|stress :;-,

j\and persecution we V\\Ie’r'e'encouraged ‘about
Jyou because of. your fa|th /8For now we really

“live, smce you are standlng f|rm n the Lord
9How can we; thank God engugh for. you in |

~ return for all the joy.we have in the presence
_of our God because of you’? Wy AR
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Send Others Through
Good Books
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Mongolian

Bubnuitn XyyuuH 6onoH LLnka Mapaaraap maprawcad [p. Puk Mpuddut MoHron utrarynan 3opuynaH eepuind 35
XXUNUAH Hep UX xeaenmepeep 6uit 60NrocoH cyaanraa, XM4aanuini cnamaaa 6ypaH HIANTTIN, YHIrYMAraap TONUNYYX
6anHa. Xu4aan 6ypuir cnang aaap 6anTracaH 6ereep cCoOHMPXOX By XM433nuiiH xon600cC A33p AapcHaap (3acsan
KOMMbIOTEPUINHXA3 XyNraHbl 6apyyH TOBYMIAT AapX “xaaranax” KoMaHabir COHFrOCHOOP) 66pUIAH KOMMbIOTEPTA XYYIIXK
aBy 60nHo.

1. lUunH3 MapasHmin Tonm xu4aanuir MoHron, AHrnuv xanaap xXyynaH asy 60nHo. Beb cait a3apx aHrnm Hap Hb: “NT
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How can we Strengthen others?

person
(2:17-20).




How can we strengthen others?

Bring others into their lives (3:1-9).

A. Minister with others as peers (3:1-2a).

B. Minister as a partner with God (3:2b).

C. Minister as an encourager during
other's trials (3:2c-4).

D. Minister face-to-face in persoh (3:5).

E.

.

Serzzf ers when yourean'tgo in
perso: 3,6%‘])\,\
7 —— .



Since Paul could not personally go
back to Thessalonica due to
opposition, he was concerned that the

believers might not have received
enough teaching. Thus he sent
Timothy to check on their progress.




How can we Strengthen others?

Pray for them (3:10-13).

10 Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you
again and supply what is lacking
in your faith.

""Now may our God and Father
himself and our Lord Jesus clear
the way for us to come to you.




How can we Strengthen others?

Pray for them (3:10-13).

12May the Lord make your love
increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just
as ours does for you.

13 May he strengthen your hearts
so that you will be blameless and
holy in the presence of our God
and Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones.




Main ldea of 1 Thess 2:17-3:13
Strengthentothiers to show you
care for them

How?

o Visits: Go in person (2:17-20)
e Co-laborers: Bring others (3:1-9)
* Prayer: Pray for them (3:10-13)




Encouragement
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How dare these
slanderers! I must
defend my ministry_in
~ my letter to ‘rhe\
church./



I better exhort the
believers to persevere
in their faith. \

/
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S Exhortc
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Also called the gift of
encouragement
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Exhortation?




Defining "Exhorting"”

"While the teacher communicates facts
and truths of the Word of God, the
exhorter is able to encourage the hearer
to act upon that which he has heard.
The teacher gives the what of the
Scripture, while the exhorter gives the
how" (Swindoll, "Spiritual Gifts," 4)




:f ' What are
exhorters like?

Action steps
Application
Optimism

Believes in you




Live on what you need and
invest the rest for eternity.

“Lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven

—not on earth”
(Matthew 6:20)




A RICH YOUNG!MAN
QUESTIONS JESUS

Matthew 19:16-30; Marky10:47-31; Luke 18:18- 30?{‘*&

73

www.freebibleimages.org




How can you be prepared
i for.the Rapture?

A




l. Serve Jesus without greed
(1 Thess 1—3)




Il. Care about both people and
theology (1 Thess 4-95).




1 Thessalonians 4




What's Most Important?}§

Mark 12:29-31 -- Jesus replied, “The most
important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O
Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only
Lord. 3° And you must love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul, all your
mind, and all your strength.’

31The second is equally important:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself."' No other
commandment is greater than these.”




Our Vision

Love the Nations

Love the Church

Love
God




Deanarinm for 205

Although Paul appeared to be writing about and addressing
5 different issues in his letter, there is one topic which he
repeatedly mentions: the Rapture.

--> Exhortations on the Rapture of believers to
meet the Lord as end markers ending each chap’rer':

1:10 - "..and to warit for his Son from heaven...'
2:19 - " /’n the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes...

3. .73 - "..when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones."
4:16-18 - "..we who are still alive and are left will be caughf up with
fhem in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air..."”

5:23 - "..at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."”

fat
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1 Thessalomans 4 13-18

Dr. Rick Griffith « Crossroads International Church Singapore
CICFamily.com ¢ BibleStudyDownloads.org




The Rapture will be both a
comfort and a warning

—_




Christ's First Coming




Are you ready for his return?
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SECOND GOMING

Laid in a manger Lands on a mountain

Came as a lamb Comes as the Lord

Lowly and poor Lavish and powerful
Died for His enemies Death to His enemies

Tempted by Satan Traps Satan in bottomless pit

(CHURCH AGE)

Lived in a world of unrighteousness Leads the world in righteousness

Died for sins and rose again Directs and reigns

Ruth & Larry Moody; cited by Terry Hall, Bible Panorama, 117




Amillennialism

Second

Millennium is Church Age: | ©°™MN8

Spiritual reign
of Christ

Tribulations
Satan Bound
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Revelation 6-18
Revelation 20 19 21-22




Postmillennialism

Millennium
Gradually Comes
as Golden Age
of the Gospel

Tribulations
Satan Bound
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Revelation 6-18 20



Premillennialism

Rapture Second Second
| Coming Advent

4

Tribulation Millennium
'ﬁ

7/ years 1000 years
Satan Bound
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Two Stages of His Return
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Premillennialism

Second _ Second
Coming  Advent

Tribulation Millennium
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The Main Tribulation Views

Second Coming

with Church

n

Rapture of the Church

1

Tribulation

Millennium

Last Judgment

1- PretribUIation Second Coming
(7)) with Church
-
7y}
g n
ﬁ
Y Rapture of the Church
(o]
(@)
E Millennium
E Tribulation
@]
o -
7 2. Midtribulation Second Coming
L with Church
LL
Rapture of the Church
Millennium
Tribulation

Last Judgment

Last Judgment

3. Posttribulation

Eternity

Eternity

Eternity



Church Age

"Pre-Trib" Rapture

Second
Rapture Coming

|

[ Tribulation | Millennium

v

7 years 1000 years
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Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture
Pretribulational (Rev. 3:10)

Christ will come in the air (1
Thess. 4:16)

A coming for the saints (John
14:1-2; 1 Thess. 4:15-17)

Saints (dead and alive) will be
caught up ("raptured”) from the
earth to meet the Lord in the air

and taken to heaven (1 Thess.
4:16-17)

Produces comfort and hope (1
Thess. 4:18)

The Revelation
Posttribulational (Rev. 19:11-21)

Christ will come to the earth, His feet
touching the Mt. of Olives (Zech
14:4)

A coming with the saints (Matt.
25:31; 1 Thess. 3:13; Rev. 19:14)

Saints already on earth will remain
on the earth (no Rapture) to be
ushered into the Millennium (Acts
15:16; Rev. 5:10; cf. Matt. 4:10; chap.
24)

Produces fear and judgment (Matt.
24:27-31; Luke 21:20-28; Rev. 4:15-
17)




Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture

Mystery truth revealed only in the
New Testament age (1 Cor. 15:51)

Bodies of church saints glorified
(1 Cor. 15:51-58; Phil. 3:20-21)
and brought to heaven for seven
years (1 Thess. 4:17)

Imminent, no signs needed (1
Thess. 4:16)

Primary purpose is deliverance
of the saints from this world (1
Thess. 1:10)

The Revelation

Central in OT prophecy but clarified
in the NT (Jer. 30:7; Zech 14:1-3;
Matt. 24:30; Col. 3:4)

Bodies of tribulation saints left in
mortal state to continue to live on the
earth in the millennium (Matt. 25:31-
34)

Not imminent but preceded by
spectacular signs in the heavens and
on the earth (Matt. 24:29-31; Luke
21:25-28; Acts 2:19-21; Rev. 1:7; chs.
6-19)

Primary purpose is judgment of
unbelieving (Matt. 25:31-46)




Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture The Revelation

10 Invisible and private as only Visible and public since "every eye
believers see Christ and since  shall see Him" (Rev. 1:7)
God sends a powerful delusion
through the Antichrist (2 Thess.
2:11)

11 Fulfills a promise to the Church Fulfills promises to Israel of
where Jew-Gentile distinctions covenants made in the Old
do not exist (1 Thess. 4:15; cf. Testament (Gen. 12:1-3; Ps. 89; Isa.
John 14:1-3; Eph. 2:11-16) 11:11-14; cf. Rom. 11:26-27)

12 Evil begins to increase (2 Thess. Evil is suppressed (2 Thess. 1:7; Ps.
2:1-12) 37:9-10)

13 Church removed (1 Thess. 4:13- Satan removed (Rev. 20:1-3)

18)




Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture The Revelation

14 Christ shown as Head of the Christ vindicated as Messiah to
Church and all things (Eph. 1:10, Israel (Zech. 14:3-4; cf. Acts 1:6 with
22; 4:15; Col. 1:18; 2:10) v. 11)

15 Judgment seat of Christ for Judgment of Israel and Gentiles
believers (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. (Ezek. 20:34-38; Matt. 25; Zech. 14:4;
3:13) cf. p. 160)

16 The Lord is at hand (Phil. 4:5) The kingdom is at hand (Matt. 24:14)

17 Nature subsequently ruined Nature subsequently restored (Rom.

(Rev. 6-16) 8:19-22; Isa. 11:6-9; 35:9; 65:25)







Why should we look forward to
the Rapture with expectancy?







Why should we look forward to




l. The Rapture helps
us grieve with

hope

(1 Thess 4:13-14).
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«want you to
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bellevers who
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~ '(4 13a NLT)
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Know about the future destiny of
believers who die (4:13a).
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'Grief is the price we pay for love."

Queen ‘Elizabetth 77




Being informed about believers

who have died will prevent us
from hopeless grief (4:13b).
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Active

Emotional
Response

Passive

Five Stages of Grief

Acceptance

Receive
the "bad"
news

Bargaining

Depression

Time
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The Rapture




Christ's resurrection guarantees
the believer's resurrection (4:14).




“For sincejwe]believe
that Jesus{diedfand
| was raisedjtollife
agaln we also belleve
4 that whenfesus
‘g.\ returns AGod willlbring
back W|th himithe
bellevers who'have

(o [[=Ye (4'14 NLT).




The Implictions




l. The Rapture helps
us grieve with

hope

(1 Thess 4:13-14).







"We tell you this directly from the Lord: We
who are still living when the Lord returns will

not meet him ahead of those who have died"
(1 Thess 4:15 NLT).




Some future day
4 amazing events

will happen without

a moment's notice
(4:16-17)




Retu rn

"For the Lord
himself will/come
down from heaven
with a commanding
shout, withithelvoice
of thefarchangel®and
W|th the'trumpeticall s

(1 Thess 4:16a NLT)*
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Christ's Comménding Shout



Voice of an Archangel
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Resurrection q
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“The dead in
Christ will rise
first”

(1 Thess. 4:16b)




alhen)
togethergwith

a themAwelwho
arelstillfalive’

W\ Yand ‘remainfon
thelearthiwill
0 CEMER U
«thelcloudsito;
meetithe]lYord
in{thelairg
({AThess4:ii7a
NLT)®
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From rapturo, "to catch up" (Latin)
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- Christ

| Ascended
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THE SECOND HEAVEN Je=ps
Starry Space '

THE FIRST HEAVEN

The Atmosphere THE THIRD HEAVEN

God's Dwelling Place

@b ... THE THREE HEAVENS OF THE BIBLE

"I wascaught u‘p to the third heaven

(2 Cor 12:2 NLT)
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The Translation



Reunion

mlhenjwelwilllbelwithithe]lYordiforevers
(AT hesst4:1i7bINLT)*
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lll. Christ’s return helps us
encourage one another (4:18).




Why should we look forward to
the Rapture with expectancy?




The Rapture
| gives hope and
/ - encouragement
that he will

come for you.

Maln Idea of
'Fhessalonlans 4:13-18




Premillennialism

Second _ Second
Coming  Advent

Tribulation Millennium
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Dispensationalism

Second
Coming

Israel
Church\/ Tribulation Millennium

Age

7 years 1000 years

wopbury jeusayg
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When will the Rapture occur?




"Pre-Trib" Rapture

Second
Rapture Coming

\
A

Tribulation Millennium
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[ years 1000 years
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Why Am | Pretrib?

1. Believers will be kept from (€k) this
"hour," or time period (Rev. 3:10)




Christ promises honor before

enemies (Rev 3:9).




Philadelnki~ ‘Pay. 3:7-13)
Promise

Perga}v “tira
Christ promised
Philadelphia
believers benefits for b i
their perseverance '
(3:9-13)

siladelphia |
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"Pre-Trib™ Rapture

Second 1. "l will keep you

Rapture Coming from (k) the hour
l of testing that will

come upon the

[ Tribulation M whole world, to

- test those who

7 years 1 dwell upon the
earth”

(Rev. 3:10)

Church Age




Deliverance from the Tribulation

Second
Coming

l Israel
Church\/ Tribulation Millennium

Age

7 years 1000 years

wopbury jeusa3

juswbpnpe




Greek Prepositions

“from, out of,
away from"

TepL Peri
"around”




"Pre-Trib™ Rapture

Rapture Sec 1. "l will keep you

_ from, out ofCop Trom (¢) the hour
& away from" of testing that will

ek come upon the

wr, Tribulation  Whole world, to
d|aw test those who
throug dwell upon the

earth”

(Rev. 3:10)




The Only Other NT Occurrence 209
of "Keep From" (tnpéw éx)

The idea of being taken outof 41 "| do not ask you

the world relates to being
removed from the world to take them out of

(k) the world, but to

keep them from (€k)
sphere of the evil one"

"the evil (John 17:15)
onhe”

"from, out Of, Not kept in Satan's sphere
parallels

away from™ ot kept in Tribulation Period




"Pre-Trib" Rapture

Second 2. "l will keep you
Rapture Coming from (ek) the hour

IR | of testing that will
r | come upon the
[ Tribulation @ N whole world, to

| i =\ test those who
T ainare " W dwell upon the
Each time this "phrase earth"”
occurs... the enemies of the
church are always in mind” GEAERD)

—Mounce, 120




Why Am | Pretrib?

Believers will be kept from (éx) this
"hour," or time period (Rev. 3:10)

The Tribulation tests unbelievers

(3:10) under God's wrath (6:16-17)

The Holy Spirit's work of restraining
evil will be absent (2 Thess. 2:6-7).

Tb Kafé)(Ol/ ("what restrains” = neuter, 2:6 = gospel preaching)

b Kafé)(a)l/ ("he who restrains” = masculine, 2:7 = a person)

TTI/U%,LLOC ("Spirit" = neuter noun but used of a person)



Why Am | Pretrib?

4. The church is never mentioned in the
Tribulation chapters (Rev. 4—19)
except as the "tabernacle of God" in
heaven (13:6; cf. Eph. 2:21-22)

5. The Church will never come under
God's wrath (John 5:24, Rom. 5:9;
8:1; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9). Persecution

and wrath are completely different!




"Pre-Trib"” Rapture
Second 5. The Church will

Rapture Coming never come under

_
J

Churd Ace

‘ God's wrath:
| « John 5:24
Tribulation ‘ N+ Rom. 5:9:; 8:1

1 Thess. 1:10:; 5:9
[ years 1+ Rev. 6:15-17

 Rev. 11:18

 Rev. 14:10, 19



d.

Why Am | Pretrib?

6. The Rapture is imminent ("can
happen at any time"), so it must also
be pretribulational:

"...the day of the Lord will come like a thief

In the night” (1

'hess. 5:2)

"l will come bac

K and take you to be with

me" (John 14:3) = "l am coming"” in
Immediate future without signs

James 5:8-9: Tit. 2:13; Heb. 9:28: 1 Pet.
1:6-7; 1 John 2:28: 3:2-3; Rev. 22:10, 12




The Main Tribulation Views

Second Coming

with Church

n

Rapture of the Church

1

Tribulation

Millennium

Last Judgment

1- PretribUIation Second Coming
(7)) with Church
-
7y}
g n
ﬁ
Y Rapture of the Church
(o]
(@)
E Millennium
E Tribulation
@]
o -
7 2. Midtribulation Second Coming
L with Church
LL
Rapture of the Church
Millennium
Tribulation

Last Judgment

Last Judgment

3. Posttribulation

Eternity

Eternity

Eternity



Church Age

"Pre-Trib" Rapture

Second
Rapture Coming

|

[ Tribulation | Millennium

v

7 years 1000 years
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Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture
Pretribulational (Rev. 3:10)

Christ will come in the air (1
Thess. 4:16)

A coming for the saints (John
14:1-2; 1 Thess. 4:15-17)

Saints (dead and alive) will be
caught up ("raptured”) from the
earth to meet the Lord in the air

and taken to heaven (1 Thess.
4:16-17)

Produces comfort and hope (1
Thess. 4:18)

The Revelation
Posttribulational (Rev. 19:11-21)

Christ will come to the earth, His feet
touching the Mt. of Olives (Zech
14:4)

A coming with the saints (Matt.
25:31; 1 Thess. 3:13; Rev. 19:14)

Saints already on earth will remain
on the earth (no Rapture) to be
ushered into the Millennium (Acts
15:16; Rev. 5:10; cf. Matt. 4:10; chap.
24)

Produces fear and judgment (Matt.
24:27-31; Luke 21:20-28; Rev. 4:15-
17)
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The Rapture

Mystery truth revealed only in the
New Testament age (1 Cor. 15:51)

Bodies of church saints glorified
(1 Cor. 15:51-58; Phil. 3:20-21)
and brought to heaven for seven
years (1 Thess. 4:17)

Imminent, no signs needed (1
Thess. 4:16)

Primary purpose is deliverance
of the saints from this world (1
Thess. 1:10)

The Revelation

Central in OT prophecy but clarified
in the NT (Jer. 30:7; Zech 14:1-3;
Matt. 24:30; Col. 3:4)

Bodies of tribulation saints left in
mortal state to continue to live on the
earth in the millennium (Matt. 25:31-
34)

Not imminent but preceded by
spectacular signs in the heavens and
on the earth (Matt. 24:29-31; Luke
21:25-28; Acts 2:19-21; Rev. 1:7; chs.
6-19)

Primary purpose is judgment of
unbelieving (Matt. 25:31-46)




Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture The Revelation

10 Invisible and private as only Visible and public since "every eye
believers see Christ and since  shall see Him" (Rev. 1:7)
God sends a powerful delusion
through the Antichrist (2 Thess.
2:11)

11 Fulfills a promise to the Church Fulfills promises to Israel of
where Jew-Gentile distinctions covenants made in the Old
do not exist (1 Thess. 4:15; cf. Testament (Gen. 12:1-3; Ps. 89; Isa.
John 14:1-3; Eph. 2:11-16) 11:11-14; cf. Rom. 11:26-27)

12 Evil begins to increase (2 Thess. Evil is suppressed (2 Thess. 1:7; Ps.
2:1-12) 37:9-10)

13 Church removed (1 Thess. 4:13- Satan removed (Rev. 20:1-3)

18)




Stages of the Second Coming 210

The Rapture The Revelation

14 Christ shown as Head of the Christ vindicated as Messiah to
Church and all things (Eph. 1:10, Israel (Zech. 14:3-4; cf. Acts 1:6 with
22; 4:15; Col. 1:18; 2:10) v. 11)

15 Judgment seat of Christ for Judgment of Israel and Gentiles
believers (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. (Ezek. 20:34-38; Matt. 25; Zech. 14:4;
3:13) cf. p. 160)

16 The Lord is at hand (Phil. 4:5) The kingdom is at hand (Matt. 24:14)

17 Nature subsequently ruined Nature subsequently restored (Rom.

(Rev. 6-16) 8:19-22; Isa. 11:6-9; 35:9; 65:25)




"Mid-Trib"™ Rapture

Second
Rapture Coming

|
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"Partial” Rapture

Second
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"Post-Trib" Rapture

Second

Rapture Coming

Church Age

Tribulation

[ years

|

[ Millennium

1000 years
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8.

Why Am | Not Posttrib?

If posttrib, then sheep would already

be separated from goats (Matt.
25:31-40).

Some people in the millennium will
die (Isa. 65:20), but a posttrib rapture
gives a glorified body to all believers;

therefore, some people must trust
Christ in the Tribulation and enter the
Millennium In their mortal bodies.




A "Pre-Trib™ Rapture explains how the 435
Millennium will have both babies & death

Second - O ISERE
Rapture Coming ( "\Those

remaining
og W

.-a[\Trlbulatlonf‘ \llennium

‘ = | 7 years 1000 years &5

At the Rapture, believers After the Tribulation, believers
will go to heaven and on earth will enter the
unbelievers remain on Millennium in their mortal

earth—the Tribulation will bodies—the Millennium will

start 0% Christian. start 100% Christian.




"Prewrath" Rapture

Pre-Wrath Second
Rapture Coming

Q@ Begin- Great l \?V(::tﬁ
O) ning of Tribu- (Day

< Sor- lation f . .
o rous o) Millennium

8 Because | will keep Rapture &

=y Yyou have you from Day of 1000 years
& keptmy the hour Lord

word of  (here)  follow
patience testing
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“We will rise to
meet Him”

(1 Thess. 4:16)
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The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

o - -
\






«vg 0hr|st' love for the
“¢* church (Eph. )

he order of marriage

“® Marriage depicts

customs parallels
_l& ,g.hzeschatology
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The First Century
Wedding Procession

W Groom's House

"|—:m-

1 The procession
parallels
Christ's return
for His Bride,
the Church

/-4 Bride's House




%< Marriage & the Church Timeline

FElection Purchase OurjJob  (hrists Job Rapture Wedding — Supper to Come  Second Coming
God the Christ paid New Holiness Preparing Christ brings Church Church unites & Supper
Father the Father covenant for Christ ~ heaven for church cleansed &  with Christ &  Saints & Christ
chose those ~ His blood began with during church to heaven presented glorifies Him return to earth
tobesaved  toredeem the cup of church age until He at unexpected unspotted for imparting to reign (Rev.
(Eph. 1:5, the church the Supper (2 Cor. returns time w/ shout (rewarded) righteousness 19:11-20:6)
11) (1 Pet. (Luke 11:2) (John 14:1- (1 Thess. 4:14-  in heaven (Rev. 19:7-9)
1:18) 22:20) )] 18) (Eph. 5:26)

— )
Church Uge Tribulation l Millennium

Betrothal Period
(Separation of Bride & Groom

Chotce Purchase ; Brides Job  GroomsJob Processiorn Wedding Supper Married Life
(Shiddukhin) (Mobhar) (Ketubah) (Kedeshet) (Huppah) (Nissuim) (Sheva Brachot Intercourse Bride &
Father chose Groom Marriage Maintained Prepared Groom = 7 Nuptial (Mishna groom lived

a bride for paid covenant virginity bridal unexpectedly blessings) Ketuboth 1.1;3  in society to

his son bride's began with (set apart chamber arrived, called  pride washed, Macc. 1.19; 4.6)  serve God

(Tobit 4.12-  father gold  contract &  for groom) and place bride & adorned, began a 7-14 day  together

13; 7.9-13; & silver or cup of one year in home of escorted presented by feast (Tobit 8.19-  (Gen. 2:24;

Ecclesiast. service betrothal (Mishna his father her to his groom as 20; 9.6); guests ~ Matt. 19:4-6)
7.23; Sirach ~ asdowry  (Tobit7.14-  Sotah 1.1, (1 Macc.  father'shouse  beautiful virgin  given white linen
7.25; Mishna (Tobit 15; Kidd. 5;5.1; 3.56;2 (Adam & Eve (Tobit 7.13) & & groom praised

Kiddushin 8.21; Jub. 2.2; Sirach Enoch 22.3;4 Ezra declared for beauty given

2.1) 28.2) Ketuboth 42.10) 61.2) 6.23) married to the bride
1.2)







""Let us rejoice and be glad

and give the glory to Him,
for the marriage of the
Lamb has come and His
bride has made herself
ready.”

81t was given to her to
clothe herself in fine linen,
bright and clean; for the
fine linen is the righteous
acts of the saints.

9Then he said to me,
"Write, '‘Blessed are those
who are invited to the
marriage supper of the
Lamb.' " And he said to me,

"These are true words of
God."”

NASB Updated 1995

THE INVITATION IN
REVELATION 19:7-9
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The Marriage & Supper Contrasts (19:7-9) 41°

Symbols Wedding Feast

Verse 7 9

Tense Aorist (past) Present

Involvement Church as Bride Israel as Guests

Time Period Tribulation Millennium

Place Heaven Earth

Characteristics Procession, Friends invited to
Wedding Wedding Feast

Explanation Bride/Church Bride/Church introduced
brought to to friends/Israel
Father's house

Scripture Rom. 7:1-4; 1 Cor. lIsa. 25:6-8; Matt. 8:11;

6:17; 2 Cor. 11:2; 26:29; Luke 12:35-37
Eph. 5:27



We will join him in the clouds




1 Thessalonians 5
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Looks like I must
clarify some of
_ Their queries in The\
letter also.

|




After the Rapture...

—— S ——— a—

comes the Tribulation...




"Now concerning
how and when all
this will happen,
dear brothers and
sisters, we don’t

really need to wrlte /‘ ‘

you. 2For you know
quite well.that. the
day of the Lord’s
return will come
unexpectedly, like a

thief in the night.” \




"SWhen people are
saying, ‘Everything
is peaceful and
secure,’ then
disaster will fall on
them as suddenly as

a pregnant woman’s
labor pains begin.
And there will be no
escape”

(1 Thess 5:1-3 NLT).




"But you aren’t in the dark
about these things, dear
brothers and sisters, and you
won'’t be surprised when the
day of the Lord comes like a
thief. °For you are all children

of the light and of the day; we
don’t belong to darkness and
night. °So be on your guard,

not asleep like the others. Stay == .

alert and be clearheaded”
(1 Thess 5:4-6 NLT).




2

Christ died for us so that,
whether we are dead or alive
when he returns, we can live
with him forever.

- | |1 THESSALONIANS 5:10
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Encour- Defence Exhortation Clarifica- I'ns‘rr'uc-

agement against to Persevere tions to tions for
to grow | opponents queries gpg:lly
living

Commen- | Conduct | Concern | Love Eschatology| Church

dation 2:1-16 2:17-3:13 | 4:1-12 4:13-5:11 Life

1:1-10 5:12-28

fab




Healthy church life is where each 205
person fulfills his roles (5: :

I must include some

instructions in the
letter on how to lead
— a healthy church life.




“Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn
those who are lazy. Encourage those who are
timid. Take tender care of those who are weak.

Be patlent W|th everyone ?

\\]“W‘ ‘f“" .

1 Thessalonia‘ 5:14 NLT




Always be joyful

-~
xS

A1-JThess 5:16).
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Pray without ;*
ceasing. e

It's the will of

God for you
(1 Thess (5:17).







In everything
give thanks

(1 Thessalonians 5:18)
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Always give
thanks

in everything, for this is

God's will for you in Christ

Jesus
(1 Thess 5:18).




Be honest

that while
the Spiritis ¢
present, you

may have
quenched
him.




DO NOT QUENCH THE SPIRIT (1 THESS 5:19)

g

DO NOT QUENCH
THE SPIRIT







May God h‘|mself the God of peace sanctlfy;j-‘%;:
. you through and through May your whole !

vﬁ

ntspﬂt “sgul and I;c;ﬁy be kept blamelesﬁs‘SL_t_he'
. £ coming of oUr Lord lJesus Christ.<The one =

?whbcalls youulls{‘althful and he W|Il_do |t.,_:

£
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So...how about you?
Are you growing In your




Church Service




How can you be prepared
i for.the Rapture?

A




(Mainildea

“pate

./

"BelpreparedifordChristis

ek,

returnjwithjyour money,
frlends &Iixé] |

d . s
" ""t-.;r . -‘hrw——,ﬂtc o

1 Thessalonlans




l. Serve Jesus without greed
(1 Thess 1—3)




Il. Care about both people and
theology (1 Thess 4-95).




He will definitely return




We willialligive an,account




"I've got time...




Rev 3:11

Behold,
| COME

QUICKLY &

: \ %
— ' { ).\
@JUDAN ARUN
speakarun@gmasl com




"like a thief in the night”

1 Thessalonians 5:2
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The faithful will reign with Chri






1 Thessaloﬁiwéwﬁs_5:23-24

May God himself the’ God of peace,

The one whpyou is faithful,
and heW|II do it.
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How to live?

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



Make sure that you have received

the salvation God freely offers you
(Titus 2:11 NLT).

"For the grace of
God has been

revealed, bringing
salvation to all =
people.”

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



Continue to resist a corrupt lifestyle
(Titus 2:12a NLT).

A@I we are
_Instructed to turn -
k__ ! -—

from godless .

I|V|ng and sinful

pleasures.”

Charles R. Swindoll, Contagious Christiantiy, 47



Live In a sensible, godly manner
(Titus 2:12b-13 NLT).

"We‘should world with'

wisdom¥frighteousness devotlon J'o
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- Unitying Theme
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Combating
Gnosticism?

» A less held view is that Paul wrote to combat the
early Jewish-Christian Gnosticism (W. Lutgert).

»Proponents of this view hold that Paul wrote
against beliefs of the Jewish Gnostics:

a) A "realized eschatology"”
b) Resurrection is not an objective event but a
spiritual event

» Walter Schmithals also contended that the Gnostic
teachers opposed Paul on two counts:

a) Paul was speaking without the power of the Spirit.
b)  Paul was speaking with deception and error.
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When and where was 1 Thessalonians
written from?

Answer:. AD B1 from Corinth

X




Quiz Quiz Quiz

What are the two views about Paul's
length of stay in Thessalonica?

Answer: One view is 3 weeks
whereas the other is 3 months.
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What are the two possible unifying
themes of this epistle and which is the
more common?

Answer: Combating Gnosticism or
Preparing for the Rapture
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‘PREACH the
gospel
strategically.
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-TEACH the
whole counsel
of God
systematically.
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-DISCIPLE
(PASTOR) new

believers
skilfully.
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LIVE AS IF THE RAPTURE
IS TODAY,

PLAN AS IF THE RAPTURE IS
IN THE NEXT CENTURY.



"We Shall Behold H|m
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...preparing His entrance




" The stars
A shall
applaud H|m.

. +.with
3 thunders of
- ipraise

-




The
sweet
light In
His eyes

shall
enhance
those
awaiting




And we shall behold Him
then face to face
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\We'shall behold Him
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...face to face
in all of His glory
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We shall ¢/, &
behold Him

We sh;II
“. behold HIm




>~
...face to face,‘._,‘

our Savior and Lord™
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The angels shall sound thé
shout of His coming
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And those who remain shall
be changbd infa moment
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And we shall behold Him
then face to face
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We shall behold Him
We shall behold Him
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...face to face
ﬁ in all of His glory
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We shall behold HIm
“.We shall behold Him
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...face to face,
our Savior and Lord
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s.our.Savior and Lord! |

Artwork by Pat Marvanke Smith



This presentation is adapted from a class project by...
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