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Defense of Apostolic
Authority






2 Corinthians Lz

Summary Statement

Paul defends his apostleship
against attacking false teachers
to assure both the Corinthians'

doctrinal foundation and their

promise to give to Jerusalem
saints, thus providing an
example of respect for and
giving to church leaders today.




Kingdom Statement




Covenant




Redemption



Prophecy

(Lord, Deity)
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Ministry Sincerity

Giving

Ministry Authority

Chapters 1-7

Chapters 8-9

Chapters 10-13

Defense of Paul's
Motives

Defense of Paul's
Worth

Defense of Paul's
Traits

Character of Paul
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Destination:
Corinth




God is not apathetic about you.




How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

the needy
)

Main ldea of 2 Corinthians




| can best open my heart to God by...

Applying 2 Corinthians
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QUESTIONS TO
PONDER

 When should you
defend yourself when
criticized?

 On what issue(s) should
you just "let it go"?



Geography

Macedonia

23



24



Key Word & Verse ) )
2 Corinthians 102

Key Word
Apostleship

Key Verse
"For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who
said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,' made
his light shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God In
the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:5-6).




THEME
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2 Corinthians: Defense of Apostolic Authority

Ministry Sincerity

Giving
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Ministry Authority

Chapters 1-7

Chapters 8-9

Chapters 10-13

Defense of Paul's
Motives

Defense of Paul's
Worth

Defense of Paul's
Traits

Character of Paul

Collection for Saints

Credentials of Paul
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2 Corinthians Lz

Summary Statement

Paul defends his apostleship
against attacking false teachers
to assure both the Corinthians'

doctrinal foundation and their

promise to give to Jerusalem
saints, thus providing an
example of respect for and
giving to church leaders today.
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Applications

1. For Church Lay People:

Do you often criticize your spiritual leaders?
(In other words, do you have a problem
submitting to authority?)

2. For Spiritual Leaders:
Are you fearful of defending your God-given
spiritual authority?




Authorship

External Evidence

Support for Pauline
authorship is upheld by
even the most
imaginative critics since
the patristic evidence is
so early. The early
church writers who
advocated Paul as
author include Polycarp
and others, including the
second century
Muratonian Fragment.
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Internal Evidence
The book argues
strongly for Pauline
authorship as it
specifically claims to
be written by Paul (1:1).




Within a year of Paul writing 1 Corinthians, false teachers
infiltrated the church. They stirred up the people by accusing
Paul of being proud, fickle, unimpressive in appearance and
speech, dishonest, and unqualified as an apostle.

This threat motivated Paul to visit the church personally, and
he refers to this second visit as a "painful visit" (2 Cor. 2:1).

After leaving the church this second time, Paul wrote a
sorrowful letter (his third letter to the church) to urge them to
discipline the leader of the opposition. Titus delivered the
letter, then met Paul in Macedonia with the good news that
most of the Corinthians had repented of rebelling against
Paul's apostolic authority.

Nevertheless, Paul still felt it necessary to write 2 Corinthians
to defend himself against the minority opposition.




Characteristics

2 Corinthians reveals Paul's character, motives,
priorities, desires, and emotions more than any other
NT writing.

This is probably the least taught and least preached
Pauline epistle in the church today.

2 Corinthians is also probably Paul's most
unsystematic epistle.

This letter expands upon Paul's former command for a
contribution (1 Cor. 16:1-4) in a passage offering the
most extended teaching on giving in the New Testament
(2 Cor. 8-9).
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Paul's Argument

Paul penned 2 Corinthians to defend his apostolic

authority against slanderous false teachers. This was

accomplished by:

a) communicating the genuineness of his ministry so
that the believers can really trust him (1-7)

b) assuring accountability as they finish collecting the
offering they had pledged the year before (8-9), and

c) giving a defensive and offensive proclamation of
the proofs of his apostleship (10-13).

Therefore, this letter contains personal information
necessary to uphold his integrity before the church so
that it would not be lost to the enemy.




Colin Kruse David K. Lowery

1st visit to Corinth
(2" missionary journey)

1st visit to Corinth
(2nd missionary journey)

1st letter _ The letter implied in
1 Cor. 5:9 (now lost)

1st letter — The letter implied in
1 Cor. 5:9 (now lost)

2nd |etter — 1 Corinthians

2nd |etter — 1 Corinthians

2nd yisit to Corinth
("painful visit" — 2 Cor. 2:1)

2nd yisit to Corinth
("painful visit" — 2 Cor. 2:1)

3rd |etter — The "severe" letter
implies in 2 Cor. 2:3-4; 7:8,12
(now lost)

3rd |etter — The "severe" letter
implies in 2 Cor. 2:3-4; 7:8,12
(now lost)

4th |etter — 2 Cor 1-9

4th |etter — 2 Corinthians

5th letter — 2 Cor 10-13

3rd visit to Corinth

3rd visit to Corinth




Paul's First Visit
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Paul's Third Visit

AUl TIrd g

Paul anticipated this visit while
penning 2 Corinthians



OUMLINE

l. Paul's Defense of His Conduct and Apostolic Ministry
(1:1-7:16)

A. Introduction (1:1-11)
B. Paul's Conduct Explained (1:12-2:13)

C. Major Digression--The Apostolic Ministry Described
(2:14-7:4)

D. Paul's Reconciliation With the Corinthians (7:5-16)



Be Responsive




Be Responsive




Be Respon<sive

It is not the
strongest
species that
survive, nor the
most intelligent,
but the most
responsive to
change.
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CLOSED




God is not apathetic about you.




How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Background to
2 Corinthians




2 Corinthians was written in AD 56

Thessalonica
Berea
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Herd Mentality



Be Different




How should we

be different
from unbelievers?




How should we...
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UNITED MORAL
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DIFFERENT
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SELFLESS
& 1 Corinthians

...from unbelievers?



Main ldea

Be different by being

united, moral and selfless

1 Corinthians
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Destination:
Corinth

Review of 1 Corinthians 157
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Origin:
Ephesus




Destination:
Corinth




How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?
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Open your heart to...

your leaders
(1-7)

2 Corinthians



Corinth should open their
hearts to Paul since God cared
for them through him

(2 Cor 1-7).




2 Corinthians 1




—God of Comfort—

2 Cor 1:3-11



















2 Cor. 1:1-11

2 Cor. 1:1-11



The Anointing of the Spirit



2 Corinthians 2




SuFFERING

* Paul's Suffering

* Paul's Attitude Towards Suffering
» Christ's Experience

 Comfort Through Suffering

* How do we face suffering?



2 Corinthians 3




The New Covenant

(Jeremlag 31:31-34)
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Four Unconditional Biblical Covenants

ABRAHAMIC
Genesis 12:1-3

LAND
SEED

<BLESSING

NN\

LAND DAVIDIC NEW
Deut. 30:1-10 2 Sam. 7:12-16 Jer. 31:31-34

The new covenant is God's unconditional amplification of the
blessing promise in the Abrahamic Covenant where Judah and
Israel will experience national and spiritual redemption.



The New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-34

31"The time is coming," declares
the LORD, "when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah.

321t will not be like the covenant |
made with their forefathers when |
took them by the hand to lead
them out of Egypt, because they
broke my covenant, though | was a
husband to them," declares the
LORD.

33"This is the covenant | will make
with the house of Israel after that
time,"” declares the LORD.



The New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-34

33b 7| will put my law within them,
and | will write it on their hearts.
And | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. 3* And no
longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother,
saying, 'Know the LORD, for they
shall all know me, from the least
of them to the greatest, declares
the LORD. For | will forgive their
iniquity, and | will remember
their sin no more.”



Unconditional Nature 4

A. Eternal (Jer. 31:36,
40; 32:40; 50:5; Isa
61:2. 8-9; 24:5;
Ezek. 37:26)

B. Amplification of the
Abrahamic
Covenant, which is
unconditional

C. Unqualified "I will”

God'’s love is unconditional. But you statements of God

must act now. Offer may be withdrawn at
any time. Void where prohibited by law.”



... This cup is the
NEW COVENANT
in my blood, which is

POURED OUT

for you.
LUKE 22:20






Jeremiah 31:31-34 (for Israel)

Luke 22:20 (for church)
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Provisions 77

FULFILLED

* Indwelling of the Holy Spirit
(Jer. 31:33 with Ezek. 36:27)

* New nature, heart & mind
(Jer. 31:33; Isa. 59:21)

 Forgiveness of sins
(Jer. 31:34b)

NOT YET FULFILLED
 Everyone will know the Lord
(Jer. 31:34a)

 |srael and Judah will be
reunited (Jer. 31:31)



Views on the Time of Fulfillment*’’

Amillennialists often say all of the provisions of the New
Covenant are being realized now in the church which
they consider the “new Israel.” But are they?

1. Partial Fulfillment in the present church age
a. Only one New Covenant for Israel (Darby)

b. Two New Covenants: one for Israel and one for
the church (Chafer)

c. One New Covenant with a two fold- application:
primarily to Israel, secondarily to the Church

2. Complete fulfillment after the return of Christ
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Views on the New Covenant

Explanation

Problems

Restated
Mosaic

There is no new
Covenant

Critical

OC/NC distinction in text ignored

OC=conditional,
NC= unconditional

OC=temporal, NC=eternal
OC=external, NC=internal

OC=no enablement,
NC=enablement

NC=peace, prosperity, sanctuary
and Spirit

Church
Alone

No Israel
Participation

Amil /
Postmil

Ignores OT data - Israel =Church

NC introduced not equal to
fulfilled to Israel

Present need to know YHWH
AD 70 Jerusalem vs. Jer. 31:40
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Views on the New Covenant (2)

Problems

View

Israel Alone

Explanation

No Church
Participation

Group

Misc/ Classical
Dispensational

Ignores NT Data
Christ's Last Supper words
Paul's statements in Romans
Hebrews application to Church
Ignores present work of Spirit

Two New
Covenants

NC for Israel
NC for Church

Early 1900s
Dispensational

Same terminology for OT & NT NCs
Israel/Church distinction too sharp
Basis of forgiveness is the same

If 2NCs then there's no OC for Church

Church doesn't possess Israel's
promises

Church
Participation

Primarily for
Israel
Secondarily for
the Church

Misc / Present
Dispensational

Support
Primary fulfillment future — Rom 11

Deals with both OT and NT data
Forgiveness/ Spirit =Blessings now
NC has new law

Rebuttals to above views




Refers back to Jeremiah 31:31-34
The new covenant replaces the old

The church participates in the covenant
promised to Israel
Never does Scripture say that the

church replaces Israel since God has
not rejected the nation (Rom. 11:1; cf.

Jer. 31:35-37)




Contrasting the Covenants (2 Cor. 3—4)

Old Covenant
initiated by Moses (3:8)

New Covenant
initiated by Christ (3:4)

of the letter (3:6a)

of the Spirit (3:6a, 18b)

kills (3:6b, 7a)

gives life (3:6b)

engraved on stone (3:3b, 7a)

engraved on hearts (3:3b; Jer. 31:33)

glorious (3:7a)

more glorious (3:8, 10)

glory faded (3:7b, 11a, 13b)

glory ever-increases (3:11b, 18)

condemns men (3:9a)

brings righteousness (3:9b)

deception (3:13)

boldness (3:12)

veiled face of Moses (3:13b)

unveiled faces (3:13a, 18a)

veiled minds (3:14a)

unveiled minds (3:14b; 4:3-6)

veiled hearts (3:15)

unveiled hearts (3:16)

dullness (3:14a)

freedom (3:17)

Moses reflected God's glory

all believers reflect Son's glory (3:17)

non-transforming (3:7)

transforming (3:18)

lack of zeal (3:13)

confidence, steadfastness (3:4-5; 4:1)

deception (3:13)

sincerity (4:2)




Signs of the Covenants
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Covenant Definition Promise  Fulfillment Sign
] Unconditional promise | Gen. 9:12-17 No more sea Rainbow
Noahic |0t to flood earth again (Rev. 21:1) (Gen. 9:12-17)
Promise to provide Gen. 12:1-3; Continues at Circumcision
Israel a land, rule, and 15:13-18 present (Gal. (Gen. 17:11)
Abrahamic spiritual blessing 3:17) but Israel
still has a future
(Rom. 11:25-27)
) Conditional stipulations| Exod. 19-31; | Death of Christ Sabbath
Mosaic | or plessing on Israel Deut. 28 (Rom. 7:4-6) (Exod. 31:13)
Promise of physical Deut. 30:1-10 | Land blessed No sign
L land from the Wadi of (Amos 9:13-15) | (that | know of)
and ;
Egypt to the River
Euphrates
Promise of eternal, |2 Sam. 7:12-17 | Rule renewed |Christ seated at the]
Davidic political rule of a (Amos 9:11-12) |Father's right hand
descendant of David (Acts 2:34-36)
Promise of spiritual Jer. 31:31-34 Paul & the Cup of the Lord's
indwelling of the Spirit Apostles Supper
New ["law written on hearts") (2 Cor. 3-4) (Luke 22:20;
forgiveness, and total All Israel saved 1 Cor. 11:25)

evangelization of Israel

(Rom. 11:26-27)
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“Old” Replaced by “New”

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 521

“What then is the 'old covenant' in contrast with the
'new covenant' in Christ? It is not the whole of the
Old Testament, because the covenants with
Abraham and David are never called 'old’ in the New
Testament. Rather, only the covenant under Moses,
the covenant made at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19-24) is
called the 'old covenant' (2 Cor. 3:14; cf. Heb. 8:6,
13), to be replaced by the “new covenant” in Christ
(Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 8:8, 13;
9:15; 12:24).”



Kingdom & Covenants Timeline 22

i . Dr. Rick Griffith « BibleStudyDownloads.org
Kingdom Teaching...
Adam rules Satan begins God covenants with Abraham to Israel's failure to Israel rejects Jesus extends Christ subdues Christ rules over
with God rule as god of reestablish man's rule via Israel witness to nations as a Messiah's offer of His kingdom in Israel's enemies everything with
(Gen. 1:26, this world as a "kingdom of priests" (Gen. kingdom of priests is kingdom (Matt. mystery form to and nation saints (Eph. 1:9-

28; 2:19) (Gen. 3:15; 12:1-3; Exod. 19:6) judged via exile under 12:41-42; 23:37- the Church believes (Rom. 10; Rev. 20:1-6;
2 Cor. 4:4) foreign rule 39) (Matt. 13) 11:26-27) 22:5b)

Fall of Man

(Gen. 3) Noahic Covenant Genesis 6:18; 9:8-17

‘ ISRAEL CHURCH MESSIANIC KINGDOM
Land covena nt (National Focus) The "New Man" (Eph. 2:15) Millennial Eternal
Full New

Genesis 15:18 (cf. Deut. 30:1-10) promises: Israel judged for rejecting restoration Jerusalem
*Land from Wadi of Egypt to Euphrates River (Isa. 27:12) Messiah by dispersion away (Ezek. 37:8-28) (Rev. 21—
*Eternal possession of land (Gen. 17:8) after exile/restoration from land for 19 centuries o 22)
*Whole world blessed via the land (Isa. 14:1-2) (ADp 70—-AD 1948) but now world capital

partially restored (Ezek. 37:1-7) (Isa. 2:1-5)

?
=

DaVidiC Covena nt Christ is Head over his Christ Christ

Church, which is a reigns over : hands
2 Samuel 7:12-16 promises: spiritual temple (Eph. the world kingdom
Sons ("house" never wiped out) 2:19-22; 2 Cor. 6:16) (Isa.11)  overto
*Kingdom (political dynasty) with saints Father (1
*Throne (right to rule by descendants) (Rev. 5:10; : Cor. 15:24)
*Temple (son to build it) 20:4-6)

New Covenant All'5

Jeremiah 31:31-34 promises: Law is replaced elements
*Forgiveness ] st three elements fulfilled in

sIndwelling Spirit New Covenant national
*New heart, nature, mind 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6) restoration :
Reunification of Israel and Judah (Zech. 8)
*No need for evangelism :I D

o
o=
(C
c
(d})
>
o ¢
O o
O 8
' &
& 6
(C
i
(C
S
o)
<

12th Edition

Mosa |C Cove na nt Law abolished, fulfilled, and 5 March 2023

Temporary (Gal. 3:19) and conditional (Deut. 28) to reveal sin (Rom. 7:7) replaced at t.he o (Ror.n. 7:1-6;
and regulate Israel (Gal. 3:23-25) 1 Cor. 9:19-21; Heb. 8:13)

Scripture has a dual kingdom-covenant theme. Israel's role from Abraham to Christ expands to include the Church (continuity) yet the Church never
replaces the nation as the "new Israel” (discontinuity). Israel will enjoy world prominence after trusting Christ at His second coming.




2 Corinthians 4




How to Beat
the Blues

2 Corinthians 4:16-18




Are you discouraged today?




How can you

labafietite
discobhhagethent?




Was Paul discouraged?



Paul's Sacrifices...

2 Corinthians 11:23-28 | have worked much
harder, been in prison more frequently, been

flogged more severely, and been exposed to
death again and again. ?*Five times |
received from the Jews the forty lashes

minus one. Three times | was beaten with
rods, once | was stoned, three times | was
shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the
open sea, %%l have been constantly on the
move. | have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits, in danger from my own




Paul's Sacrifices...

countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in
danger In the city, in danger in the country, in
danger at sea; and in danger from false
brothers. 47l have labored and toiled and
have often gone without sleep; | have known
hunger and thirst and have often gone
without food; | have been cold and naked.
28Besides everything else, | face daily the
pressure of my concern for all the churches.




"Therefore we do not lose
heart. Though outwardly
we are wasting away, yet

inwardly we are being
renewed day by day”
(2 Cor. 4:16)




Let's see
Paul's two
ways to

beat the
blues...




l. View your troubles
as frivial compared to
your rewards (4:17)







Paul's light & momentary troubles...

2 Corinthians 11:23-28 | have worked much harder, been in
prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and
been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times |
received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25
Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned,
three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day Iin

the open sea, 26 | have been constantly on the move. | have
been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in
danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles;
in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at
sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27 | have labored
and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have known
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have
been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, | face
daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.
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Singapore's Strategic Location

10/40 Window
* Poorest Area
* 97% of Unreached




Invisible



See the invisible!

"So we fix our eyes

not on what is seen,

but on what is unseen.

For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal”
(2 Corinthians 4:18)



Focus on things of real value

Everything we can see is
ultimately worthless

Things that we can't see are
priceless




What is eternal?

1.God
2.God's Word
3.Souls of People




The One
Book




Singapore: Aaron Chan

Indonesia: Sylvia




Ministry Up North




Get
Involved!




You can defeat

discouragement by
following God's priorities
W EH R EE)




Eternal Priorities

1.God
2.God's Word
3.Souls of People



My two brothers







Emptiness




Two Key Questions

. The eternal priority of God that |
must pursue with passion is...

. The way God is telling me to do
this is...




2 Corinthians 5
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Resurrections & Judgments

R =4 Resurrected Groups

I J =7 Judged Groups
Rapture 2nd Advent
M ‘ZlR 2'} Great
! White

Church Age Tribulation Millennium  Throne

|

Battle of Battle of
Armageddon Gog and Magog
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Judgment Seat of Christ

* Believers Rewarded by
Christ (2 Cor. 5:10)

* At the Rapture
(1 Thess. 4:17)

 Reward or loss of
rewards (not salvation)



We will join him in the clouds
(1 Thess. 4:17)



We will put away

"this present tent”
(2 Cor. 5:1)



New bodies



Is this a jJudgment to
determine salvation?

Or is it to reward believers?




The Bema Still Exists



Bema with Acrocorinth in Distance






The Main City Below



The Corinthian Marketplace




"But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with
one accord rose up against Paul and brought him before
the judgment seat [bema]" (Acts 18:12)

Lawsuits
1 Cor. 6
Paul brought before

judgment seat
Acts 18:12

The Bema at Corinth




we must all appear before the judgment seat
[bema] of Christ



The Speaker or Judge Above
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Bema for Rewards

"In Grecian games in Athens, the old arena
contained a raised platform on which the
president or umpire of the arena sat. From
here he rewarded all the contestants; and
here he rewarded all winners. It was called
the ‘bema’ or reward seat.’ It was never
used of a judicial bench."

L. Sale-Harrison, Judgment Seat of Christ, 8
cited by Pentecost, Things to Come, 220







Jesus Before Pilate




The Bema is a Reward Seat
And a Judgment Seat
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"... the fire will test
the quality of each
man's work"
(1 Cor. 3:13)



Lasting Building Materials (3:12a)

Silver

Gold
Jewels

Foundation: Apostles & Prophets (Eph. 2:20)

Foundation: The Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11)

Adapted from Charles R. Swindoll. "Spiritual Gifts Study Guide" (IFL, 1983), 7




Perishable Building Materials (3:12D)

/] . '

Foundation: Apostles & Prophets (Eph. 2:20)
Foundation: The Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11)

Adapted from Charles R. Swindoll. "Spiritual Gifts Study Guide" (IFL, 1983), 7




"saved
as
through

fire..."
(1 Cor
3:15)







2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ
he is a new creation.
The old has passed away;
Behold, the new has come.



OUTLINE

Il. The Collection for the Saints at Jerusalem (8:1-9:15)
A. The Need for Generosity (8:1-15)

B. The Mission of Titus and His Companions (8:16-9:95)
C. The Results of Generosity (9:6-15)



2 Corinthians 6




"l am asking you to respond as if
you were my own children. Open
your hearts to us!”

(2 Cor 6:13 NLT).




Association with non-believers

2Cor. 6:14-18 =



Reasons for Separation

Giving up of control
over onhe’s activities
and the loss of

freedom to act in
obedience to God.




136

What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"Don’'t team up with those who are
unbelievers. How can righteousness be
a partner with wickedness? How can
light live with darkness? 1"What
harmony can there be between Christ
and the devil? How can a believer be a
partner with an unbeliever? °*And what
union can there be between God's
temple and idols? For we are the temple
of the living God."




136 .

What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"As God said:
‘I will live in them
and walk among them.
| will be their God,
and they will be my people.
1"Therefore, come out from among
unbelievers, and separate yourselves

from them, says the Lord’ ;
(2 Cor. 6:16-17)




136

‘ What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"Don’'t touch their filthy things,

and | will welcome you. 3And | will be
your Father, and you will be my sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

Because we have these promises, dear
friends, let us cleanse ourselves from
everything that can defile our body or
spirit. And let us work toward complete
holiness because we fear God"

(2 Cor. 6:17-T7: 1) '




Association with non-believers

ot et




Separation Texts

Text Issue Command

2Th 3:6-15 ? ?
Rom 12:1-2 ? ?
Rom 16:17

Eph 5:11

1 Th 5:21



Separation Texts

Text Issue Command

1 Tim 6:3-5 ? ?
2Tim 2:16-21 ? ?
Titus 3:10

2 John 7-11

Jude 3



Association with non-believers



What does 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 mean?

"The direct commands to separate from
other people are always commands to
separate from unbelievers, not from
Christians with whom one disagrees...
The are no direct New Testament
commands to separate from Christians
with whom one has doctrinal
differences (unless those differences
involve such serious heresies that the
Christian faith itself is denied)."”

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 877




WORLD

INDARDS




2 Corinthians 7




"Because we have these
promises, dear friends, let us
cleanse ourselves from
everything that can defile our
body or spirit. And let us work
toward complete holiness
because we fear God. ?2Please

open your hearts to us. We
have not done wrong to
anyone, nor led anyone astray,
nor taken advantage of anyone”
(2 Cor 7:1-2 NLT).




“I’'m not saying this to
condemn you. | said before
that you are in our hearts,
and we live or die together
with you. 4l have the
highest confidence in you,
and | take great pride In you.

You have greatly
encouraged me and made
me happy despite all our
troubles”
(2 Cor 7:3-4 NLT).




We should encourage our
spiritual leaders also.




How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Open your heart to...

your leaders
(1-7)

those in need
(8-9)

2 Corinthians



Corinth should respond to
God’s care by giving to the
Jerusalem saints

(2 Cor 8-9).




2 Corinthians 8




How to Get Rich
2 Corinthians 8:1-15




A Revealing Checkbook...




Ron Blue on faking...

"You can't fake stewardship. Your
checkbook reveals all you really believe
about stewardship...your goals, priorities,
convictions, relationships, and even the use
of your time. A person who has been a
Christian even for a short while can fake
prayer, Bible study, evangelism, going to
church, and so on, but he can't fake what his
checkbook reveals™
(Ron Blue, Master Your Money, 20)







"Vision 2030:
S'poreans to be as
Rich as Americans”

The Straits Times Frontpage 14 Oct 1991



How we can really
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Examples Principles




. We become rich by
following the examples of
those who are really rich.

Subtitle




Napoleon
Hill




A. Paul gives two examples of
becoming rich through
generous giving (2 Cor. 8:1-9).
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Examples of real wealth...

A Poor "Rich" Area _ 1. The Rich
Macedonians




How to Get Rich
2 Corinthians 8:1-15




"Rich” in 2 Corinthians 8-9

Macedonia ]
« The Macedonians showed

“rich generosity" (8:2).
The Corinthians are said
to be rich through Christ
(8:9).
God promises that those
who fulfill certain

Corinth conditions "will be made
rich in every way" (9:11).

Paul redefines true wealth




The Macedonians gave way beyond

what their means could support
(8:1-3a)

"TAnd now, brothers, we want you to know
about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. 20ut of the most
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity. 3For | testify that they gave as
much as they were able, and even beyond
their ability."




Macedonia off the sea lanes

Macedonia

Corinth







Macedonia off the sea lanes

Macedonia

Corinth




Mark 12:41-44

Two Mites

Give her credit!




The Macedonians gave of their own
initiative (8:3b-4)

"SbEntirely on their own, 4they urgently
pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing
in this service to the saints.”




They went beyond money by giving
themselves to God and to meet
Paul's companions’ needs (8:5)

"SAnd they did not do as we expected, but
they gave themselves first to the Lord and
then to us in keeping with God's will."




The Corinthians should also give

money generously just as they had
fully given themselves In other areas
(8:6-7)

"6So we urged Titus, since he had earlier
made a beginning, to bring also to
completion this act of grace on your part.
’‘But just as you excel in everything—in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in your love for us—see
that you also excel in this grace of giving."




Another example of generosity...

Christ also gave sacrificially by
laying aside His rights as God to
become human (8:8-9).

| am not commanding you, but | want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it
with the earnestness of others. °For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.




The Kenosis (Emptying)

Even though he was God...
He emptied himself...

he humbled himself

and became obedient to
death—

even death on a cross!
(Phil. 2:6, 8)




Modern Examples of Generosity...

Wealthy Not Wealthy

* Ed Sheffield * Scott Smith
* Richard Miles « Pastor Vijay
* Christ Chapel  Myanmar saints




Mission Activity Among
Asian Nations




What examples of
generosity do you know?




. We become rich by
following the examples of
those who are really rich.

Subtitle




Il. Generosity replaces
procrastination with

proportional and purposeful
giving (8:10-15).




A. Like the Corinthians, we need
follow-through—not
procrastination!




The church at Corinth had promised
a gift a year earlier and needed to
stop procrastinating on its promise
(8:10-11).

"19And here is my advice about what is
best for you In this matter: Last year you
were the first not only to give but also to
have the desire to do so. ""Now finish the
work, so that your eager willingness to do
it may be matched by your completion of
it, according to your means.”




God holds us accountable for
promises we've made too.

$400




You Can Give

Online Now!

For Online Giving to CIC:
United Overseas Bank

Bank Code 7375 (UOB)

Branch Code: 026 (Bukit Timah)
Account Number 347-300-884-8




B. Like the Corinthians, we need

proportionally generous giving
(8:12)

"12For if the willingness
is there, the gift is
acceptable according to
what one has, not
according to what he
does not have."




Generosity
Is Relative

"God assesses the 'value' of a monetary gift
not in terms of the actual amount given, but
by comparing what is given with the total
financial resources of the giver"
(Harris, EBC, 10:369).




C. Like the Corinthians we need to

purposely invest In the less
fortunate (8:13-15).

"130ur desire is not that others might be
relieved while you are hard pressed, but that
there might be equality. %At the present time
your plenty will supply what they need, so
that in turn their plenty will supply what you
need. Then there will be equality, 1°as it is
written: 'He who gathered much did not have
too much, and he who gathered little did not
have too little."™







How to Get Rich
2 Corinthians 8:1-15




Main Idea of 2 Cor. 8:1-15

We become rich when
we generously give our
money away!




How we can really
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2 Examples 3 Principles




The Three Principles

Procrastination
Proportion
Purpose




What if Jesus saw your
chequebook?




If | khew the exact amount God
wanted me to give, would | give it?




2 Corinthians 9




Sowing Lessons
2 Corinthians 9:6-15




Name what comes to mind when | say...




John Wayne, The Duke




& Lazarus




The Dentist




Money & Titles

Yuppies: Young Urban Professionals

Puppies: Poor Urban Professionals

Buppies: Black Urban Professionals

Grumpies: Grown Urban Professionals

Dinks: Double Income, No Kids

Silks: Single Income, Lots of Kids

Woofs: Well-Off Older Folks

Flyers: Fun-Loving Youth En Route to
Success




How to Get Rich
2 Corinthians 8:1-15




How we can really
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2 Examples 3 Principles




Main Idea of 2 Cor. 8:1-15

We become rich when
we generously give our
money away!




Two questions on givizg:

90

How much? What results?

* Key Principle * Benefits



l. Principle: You decide how

much you want to get blessed
(9:6-7a).




A. God blesses you according to
how much you give (9:6).

6"Remember this—a
farmer who plants only a
few seeds will get a small
crop. But the one who
plants generously will get
a generous crop” (NLT).




Rule #1 of Agriculture...

Plant little, harvest little

Plant much, harvest much




"The only
investments |
ever made
which have
paid constantly
Increasing
dividends, Is

the money |
have given to
the Lord.”




No one can take away your investments
sent up to heaven ahead of you.




B. How much you give is a personal
decision (9:7a).

"You must each decide in your heart
how much to give (NLT).

How much
should |
give?

/
\




The OT Tithe

Leviticus 27:30—"A tithe
of everything from the
land, whether grain from
the soil or fruit from the
trees, belongs to the
LORD; it is holy to the
LORD."




Malachi 3:10

"Bring the whole tithe iInto the
storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. Test me in this,” says
the LORD Almighty, "and see if | will
not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much
blessing that you will not have room
enough for it."




Is tithing for today?




Many Tithe Today...




How come the waitress ets 15%
and God only gets 10%?




CIC Financials Oct 2009 to Jul 2010

We met the $7500 budget 2 out of 10 months.
Monthly giving was from $210 to $31 per family.



The Math...




Potential Pastors Considered

Blane Hall Michael Holmes
Dan Jensen Michael Karpf
David Allen Russ Bowers
Jack Hanks Tom Emmons

John Lowrey Tim Whetstone

Kevin Green Pastor #1277
2007-2010




But isn't that pledging?




Wow, that was the best sermon on
tithing I've ever heard!



l. Principle: You decide how

much you want to get blessed
(9:6-7a).







Il. Benefits of Generosity...

A. God blesses you (9:7b-11a).
GOD

-

YOU

1. God is pleased with you (7b).

"And don’t give reluctantly or in response
to pressure. 'For God loves a person who

gives cheerfully'™ (NLT).




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

A. God blesses you (9:7b-11a).
GOD

V-

YOU

2. God meets your every need (8a).

8"And God will generously provide all you
need"” (NLT).




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

A. God blesses you (9:7b-11a).
GOD

4

YOU

3. God increases your ability to give to others
(8b-11a).

"Then you will always have everything you need and
plenty left over to share with others. °As the Scriptures
say, 'They share freely and give generously to the poor.

Their good deeds will be remembered forever'™' (NLT).




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

A. God blesses you (9:7b-11a).
GOD

4

YOU

3. God increases your ability to give to others
(8b-11a).

"1%For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer
and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide
and increase your resources and then produce a great
harvest of generosity in you. "Yes, you will be enriched
in every way so that you can always be generous™ (NLT).




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

B. You bless others (9:11b-12a).
GOD

You \I» OTHERS

1. Recipients of gifts realize God alone meets
their needs (11b).

"And when we take your gifts to those who need them,
they will thank God" (NLT).




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

B. You bless others (9:11b-12a).
GOD

You \I» OTHERS

2. The needs of others are met (12a).

"1250 two good things will result from this ministry of
giving—the needs of the believers will be met..."




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

C. Others bless God (9:12b-13).

GOD
N

YOU OTHERS

"and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.

13As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God.
For your generosity to them and to all believers will prove
that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ" (NLT).




Il. Benefits of Generosity...

D. Others bless you (9:14-15).
GOD

YOU «n OTHERS

"14And they will pray for you with deep affection because
of the overflowing grace God has given to you. "*Thank
God for his gift too wonderful for words!" (NLT adapted).




The Best Example...

We come into the world with nothing

and spend all our days accumulating as
much as we can.

Christ came into the world with everything

and spent all His days distributing as much
as He could.




The Main Idea of 9:6-15

Decide to bless God, yourself,
and others by generous giving

—sO0 at least tithe.




"Tithe? You're
Kidding!
On what I make?"

John D. Rockefeller, Sr., said,
"I never would have been able to
tithe the first million dollars | made

if | had not tithed my first salary,
which was $1.50 a week."




“"Test me now,’ says the Lord.”
See if you can tithe
and still be in need!







 Jerusalem Collection

« Macedonian Example

« God's Grace and Generous Giving
» Discipline and Generous Giving

o Lessons about wealth






2 Corinthians 10




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

those in need
(8-9)

2 Corinthians



Corinth should respond to
God’s care by submitting to
his authority

(2 Cor 10-13).




"Now |, Paul, appeal to you with the
gentleness and kindness of Christ—though |
realize you think | am timid in person and bold
only when | write from far away. ?Well, | am
begging you now so that when | come | won’t
have to be bold with those who think we act
from human motives" (2 Cor 10:1-2 NLT).




2 Corinthians 11




Paul's Sacrifices...

2 Corinthians 11:23-28 | have worked much
harder, been in prison more frequently, been

flogged more severely, and been exposed to
death again and again. ?*Five times |
received from the Jews the forty lashes

minus one. Three times | was beaten with
rods, once | was stoned, three times | was
shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the
open sea, %%l have been constantly on the
move. | have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits, in danger from my own




Paul's Sacrifices...

countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in
danger In the city, in danger in the country, in
danger at sea; and in danger from false
brothers. 47l have labored and toiled and
have often gone without sleep; | have known
hunger and thirst and have often gone
without food; | have been cold and naked.
28Besides everything else, | face daily the
pressure of my concern for all the churches.




OUTLINE

lll. Paul's Vindication of His Apostolic Authority

(10:1-13:14)

A. The Exercise of Apostolic Rights and Authority
(10:1-11:19)

B. Boasting "As a Fool" (11:16—-12:13)
C. The Planned Third Visit (12:14-13:10)

D. Conclusion (13:11-14)



2 Corinthians 12




“This boasting will do no good, but | must go
on. | will reluctantly tell about visions and
revelations from the Lord. 2l was caught up to
the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether |
was in my body or out of my body, | don’t
know—only God knows. 3Yes, only God
knows whether | was in my body or outside

my body. But | do know “4that | was caught up
to paradise and heard things so astounding
that they cannot be expressed in words,
things no human is allowed to tell”
(2 Cor 12:1-4 NLT).




"That is why the Scriptures say, 'When he
The TranSfer ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of

i captives and gave gifts to his people.’

to Paradlse ‘'Notice that it says 'he ascended.' This clearly
means that Christ also descended to our lowly

world. 1°And the same one who descended is

the one who ascended higher than all the

Eph. 4:8-10 heavens, so that he might fill the entire

' ith hi If."
"...today you will be universe with himse "l was caught up to the

withme In paracse-” tuke 23:43 2 Cor. 12:2-4 e L o

\

"Christ suffered for our sins once for
all time. He never sinned, but he died
for sinners to bring you safely home
to God. He suffered physical death,

but he was raised to life in the Spirit.

19So he went and preached to the
spirits in prison— 2%those who

HAD ES disobeyed God long ago when God
1 Pet. | waited patiently while Noah was
3:18-200L building his boat. Only eight people

were saved from drowning in that
terrible flood."

"...there is a great chasm "Then death and ;Hades] were thrown into

separating us. No one can cross the lake of fire... '>And anyone whose name
over to you from here, and no one was not found recorded in the Book of Life
can cross over to us from there." was thrown into the lake of fire."




“That thing you most pray God would remove
in your life is what you most want to keep”
—Dr Don Sunukjian, DTS

“My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
—Jesus (2 Cor 12:9a)
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« Meaning of Thorn

 What does these "thorn' refer to?

i. Spiritual Harassment
ii. Persecution
iii. Physical Ailment

« Lessons from Paul



e



2 Corinthians 13




“May the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

with you all”

(2 Cor 13:14 NLT)







How can you
be responsive
to God’s heart for you?




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

the needy
)

Main Ildea of 2 Corinthians




Open your heart to...

your leaders

(1-7) God
(10-13)

those in need
(8-9)

Which relates most to you?



| can best open my heart to God by...

Applying 2 Corinthians






Get this presentation and script for free!

NT Preaching * BibleStudyDownloads.org



What are some church issues that
are relevant to us today?



Synthesis

1-7 Ministry sincerity

8-9 Giving

164

10-13 Ministry authority




m 165-166

(Chs. 1-7) Paul thanks God for His comfort, answers
attacks from slanderous false teachers against the
sincerity of his ministry, and exhorts restoration of
their confidence to assure the foundation he laid at

Corinth.

(Chs. 8-9) Paul explains examples, the purpose,
arrangements, and benefits of generous giving to the
Jerusalem church to encourage the Corinthians to
fulfill their promise to help these suffering saints.

(Chs. 10-13) Paul proves his apostolic authority
against false teachers so that the Corinthians would
respect him for his authority and sacrifices for Christ

before he visits the church personally.
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