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The Debt of Love
(Simple Inductive)

Passage:  Let no debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love one another,
for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law (Rom 13:8).
Topic:
Love
Theme:
Love one another. 

Thrust:
Love one another even through the hard times. 

Purpose:
The listeners will will not deny another what is owing to him or her.
Meditation:
Before the service, please reflect on this text: _John 13:34-35
Reading:
During the service, read this passage publicly: Romans 13:8
Study Questions (Step 1)
I. Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?
7 Give to everyone what you owe: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

A. Paul calls on his readers to fulfill their obligations to everyone: taxes to the government and respect to its officials for by so doing the Roman Christians honour God who in the first place appointed the government and its officials
. 

II. Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

A. Roman Christians were groaning from the hostile attitude and harsh treatment meted out to them by the authorities. This passage underlines the sovereignty of God and its implications to the Christian response to hardship. In particular, Paul’s purpose was to refocus the harried believers’ preoccupation from their present troubles to the grace and goodness of God and his commandments to keep on showing love even to people who oppose and mistreats them. 

III. Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?
A. This epistle was written shortly after the reign time of Emperor Claudius who had signed a decree that evicted Jews from Rome
. This affected the church because the early leaders of the nascent church were Jews. Furthermore, this event is a precursor of worst things to come for the Christians and all those who, like them, rebuffed the state-sponsored pagan religions especially the cult of emperor-worship.
IV. Questions
A. 8a- What is this debt to love one another (NLT has obligation to love one another). How was this debt incurred? Paul had just said that the Roman believers should pay what they owe to officialdom and now, almost seamlessly, applies this to their private life. 

B. How was this debt incurred? This follows Jesus’ own instructions to all his disciples in Jn 13:34,35.
1. NIV has “love one another”, while NLT and ESV as “love your neighbor”
.  The former seem to limit Paul’s instruction to “fellow Christians “ but Leon Morris finds that the context calls for a broader application to include  “any other person with whom  [his readers] had to do”.
  However, Dr. Griffith, points out that Paul’s usage of the phrase “one another” in his epistles always refers to believers.  This is certainly what Jesus intended the phrase to mean when he used it in John 13:34.
C. 8b –According to Leon Morris the word law typically means the Law of Moses.  Therefore, though neither Moses or the Bible is mentioned, this is what is meant as in 2:20.
The believer who constantly demonstrates charity towards others fulfills the essence of the law – cf. Mat 22:37-40.
Outlines (Steps 2-5)


Date: 21 Sep 2008
The Debt of Love
Passage   Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another,
 for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT):  The reason why the Roman believers  should  let none of their debts remain outstanding except the obligation to love one another is because by doing so they fulfill the requirement of the Ten Commandments.
I.
The way the Roman Christians should love one another is to leave no debt outstanding. (8a)

II.
The manner in which the Roman Christians are to show their love for one another is by continuing to repay the debt of love. (8b)
III.
The reason why the Roman Christians must repay all their debts to one another is because in doing so they fulfill the requirements of the Ten Commandments. (8c)
HOMILETICAL OUTLINE
Debt of Love

Romans 13:8 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction  

1) Interest: The world’s changing attitude towards debt. 

2) Need:
Unpaid debts within the church can lead to its collapse.
3) Subject:
 The debts we have towards each other and how we respond to these obligations affects our standing with God.
4) Background:
Addressed to believers facing discrimination and imminent persecution. 
5) Preview: Romans 13:8 is essentially, a call to praxis; to demonstrate love for one another in practical ways and how such an attitude is rewarded.
6) Restatement: Paul draws our attention to 2 kinds of debts we owe one another: one requiring prompt repayment, the other continual repayment and the reward for doing so is compound interest in heaven!
7) Transition:  A debt by definition is something that you owe to someone that requires to be repaid such as a loan from the bank. And yet there are other debts that you are never to ever stop paying
V. Let no debt remain outstanding amongst yourselves – 8a
A. The prompt repayment of monetary debts – ILL
B. The careful fulfilment of Promises made – ILL
VI. The continuing debt of love is a life long obligation that Christians owe each other– 8b 
A. It is owed to fellow Christians who sins against you; do not be so angry with your spouse that you begin to think about getting a divorce.
B. It is owed to fellow Christians who are in want or danger;  do not neglect your aged parents.
C. It is to be paid even if circumstances makes it difficult for you to do so, watch against  making frivolous excuses to wriggle out of a commitment.
VII. The Christian who sincerely love others fulfils all of the Ten Commandments – 8c.

A. The reason why the Roman Christians must repay all their debts to one another is because in doing so they fulfill the requirements of the Ten Commandments. 
B. Therefore, if really love others, you fulfil all Ten Commandments.

Conclusion

1.
 MI:
When we sincerely love on another we have kept all the Ten Commandments .
2.
Exhortation/Application
a.
Settle all debts amongst yourselves 

b.
Help each other in times of need and peril.

c.
Continue to care for each others well being even when it is difficult for you to do so.
The Debt of Love

(Simple Inductive)

Passage:  Let no debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love one another,

for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law (Rom 13:8).

Topic:
Love

Theme:
Love one another. 

Thrust:
Love one another even through the hard times. 

Purpose:
The listeners will will not deny another what is owing to him or her.

Meditation:
Before the service, please reflect on this text: _John 13:34-35
Reading:
During the service, read this passage publicly: Romans 13:8
Introduction  

1.
Arouse Interest

When I was growing up I often heard my Dad say, “Don’t buy what you cannot afford and always pay cash for all your purchasers.” Later,  Furniture giant, Courts, tuned this advise on its head persuading its reluctant customers to  “Buy now pay later”, No Down Payment.” Reaganomics adopted a modified version of this slogan: “Buy now borrow later”. This was called deficit funding: you don’t have to earn your expenditure, just pay for the things you want with borrowed money. People began spending on things they previously could not afford on their salaries. Since, people were spending more than their incomes, the burden of debts also increased and gradually many defaulted on their loans. They cannot repay their debts.  This is why financial giants such as Merrill Lynch and Lehman Brothers have gone bust.

2.
Need
You can see how unpaid debts have bankrupted huge and world renowned banks. They  shred to pieces the entire economic fabric of a nation. The church is not a business enterprise, but every believer is a debtor because Jesus commanded us to love one another. No one is in this community is excluded from this command. We all owe each other the obligation to love one another as Jesus has loved us: unconditionally and without limit. Love is the central ethos of the Church and this quality sets us apart from the rest of the world that is driven not by selflessness but by selfishness. If there is no money in the bank, the bank shuts down.  If there is no love between believers, the church will disappear.
3.
Subject


Love is a continual debt that all Christians owe each other and we need to honour 
owe it in light of eternity.
4.
Background
When the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the nascent church in Rome, he knew that the believers were facing increased opposition and a very uncertain future. Our passage under consideration, Romans 13:8, is concise where the word debt is mentioned twice. How was this a good time to talk about debts? Paul is not concern here with economic theory but the very survival of the nascent church.  Romans 13:8 is a call to unity dependability in the face of crisis and therefore a powerful reminder that the debt of love is not an optional obligation. It is normative, and has eternal ramifications.
5.
Preview

Romans 13:8 essentially makes three observations about “debts”:

a) Debts we can pay

b) Debts we cannot ever pay

c) Why we should still try to pay the debts that cannot ever be repaid.

6.
Restatement 

Paul draws our attention to 2 kinds debts we owe one another: one requires prompt repayment, the other continual repayment and the reward for doing so is compound interest in heaven!
7.
Transition
 
In a way we are all debtors, even if we did not borrow any money from anyone because we all owe someone something; a promise, a duty, gratitude or goodwill. 
I.
Believers must honour every obligation they owe, leaving none unpaid.
 
A. A debt by definition is something that you owe to someone that requires to be 
repaid within a specific timeframe such as a loan taken from the bank.
1. When we borrow from the bank, we are always required to commit to a repayment plan stipulated by the bank; failure to adhere to this plan, invite heavy penalties. However when we borrow from fellow believers no such formalities are stipulated.  The assumption often is that the borrower will pay when he can. Do not abuse such generosity.
2. Service that we are required to render others, is another kind of loan that we owe each other. These include the unfulfilled promises and obligations that require our urgent attention.  Promises are debts that must be settled promptly, even if it suddenly becomes inconvenient to do so.  [Say for example, you promised a brother to help with an assignment and then suddenly realised that your pet python needs to be fed. A promised made is to be kept, even if your python ends up eating the family cat.] 
II.
 The continual debt of love is an obligation that every Christian owe each other 
 and must be paid as long as we live.
A. The debt of love is one that can never be repaid and yet we are never ever to 
stop trying to repay it throughout our life span.   
1. Don’t be surprise but this is a debt that is owed in a very special way to fellow Christians who sins against you. Because or trespasses against God is forgiven only in as much as we forgive those who trespass against us. Therefore, do not be so angry with your friends that you no longer wish to meet with them or allow yourselves to become so emotionally estranged with your spouses that the idea of divorce becomes an option.
2. It is owed to fellow Christians who are in want or danger. Do not neglect your aged parents instead uphold their dignity by protecting and providing for them. 
3. It is to be paid even if circumstances makes it difficult for you to do so. Do not make frivolous excuses like it is too late in the night, my children are asleep or my neighbours will find out.


Up to know it seems that love entails only obligations and never rewards. This is false perception because our love for one another is a reciprocation of the unsurpassed love that God first showed us. God’s purpose from the start was always to bless not burden us.
III.
The Christian who conscientiously pays the debt of love fulfils all of the Ten Commandments.
A. The reason why Christians must always love one another is because love is central to 
the Ten Commandments. [Read verse 9 and 10]

1.The Ten Commandments define what sin is. The Ten Commandments is 
God’s   standard of holiness. James teaches that breaking even one part of the law 
makes a person an offender deserving death.  It is a difficult Law to keep and except 
for Christ no one has ever succeeded in obeying each of its ten stipulations.
C. Therefore, if you really love others, you fulfill all ten commandments.
Conclusion

VIII. MI: Beleivers must love one another because sincere love fulfills the Ten Commandments. 
IX. Exhortation/Application
A. Settle your differences with your brothers/sisters in Christ – whether they be friend, sibling or spouse.

B. Help each other in times of need and peril. Our brother, Peter needs to get back to his family at the end of this semester, help him raise the fare for his plane tickets if it is within your power o to do.
C. Continue to care for each others well being even when it is difficult for you to do so. Encourage always, correct gently and exercise patience; being  gentle with one another.

Remember God is pleased with the one whose every motivation is his love for others. An eternal reward awaits you.  In the meantime Christ walks with you, whispering, “Love one another as I have loved you, by this all will know that you are my disciples”.  



Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)
List options on the Main Idea here
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)
1. List illustrations that you might want to use in the message, then paste the best ones in the manuscript later
Possible Applications (Step 6)
2. List real life examples of people who live out the Main Idea that you might want to use in the message, then paste the best ones in the manuscript later
Discussion Questions:
3. Write up questions that relate to the sermon here if this is needed for small group ministry in the church
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