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Outline Manuscript for Romans 13:8 (Cyclical Deductive)

Topic

:
Conduct

Subject

:
How can we always conduct ourselves rightly towards people?

Complement
:
Always love!

Purpose
:
The listeners will repent of unloving conduct to believers and unbelievers and commit themselves to always love others.

Introduction

1. Good morning bothers and sisters. Do you remember your first week at SBC? One impression that still remained with me was the strong emphasis on right conduct. [get attention, arouse curiosity]

2. I still remember the lecture given by our Dean of SOTE and the Dean of Students. The Dean of SOTE’s message was that developing godly conduct was more important that getting good grades. The Dean of Students went through a list of dos and don’ts.

a. Be punctual for class and chapel.

b. No wearing of T-shirts and slippers in school.

c. Lights out in the dorms at 11pm.

d. Etc, etc.

3. All of us are subject to rules on conduct whether as a student, a member in our family or a citizen of our country. We all need rules to guide our behaviour towards others because everyone is inclined to act selfishly. However, we can obey the rule and yet not behave rightly. An example will be the student who switches off his dorm lights at 11pm sharp, but keeps his music player on, disturbing the sleep of his room mates. Rules have their limitations and they cannot cover all the situations that people relate under.

4. Do you want to know the principle that God wants us to follow so that we will always conduct ourselves rightly towards others in all situations? [raise need]

5. Let us look into Romans chapter 13. I am going to focus on Romans 13:8, but first let us see the context.

a. In Romans 13:1-5, Paul exhorted the Roman Christians to love by submitting to the governing authorities because the people in authority have been placed there by God.

b. Romans 13:6-7 was the application of our love to the authorities by paying taxes for their service.

c. In Romans 13:8, Paul makes a transition by telling the Roman Christians that, in the same way, God wanted them to “pay” love to their fellow-man so that they would satisfy all of God’s rules regarding their conduct towards others (MI). But the only difference is that they were to never finish paying this debt of love to others…..[transition] [read]

I.
The manner by which we conduct ourselves rightly is by always loving our fellow-man (13:8) [Restated MI]

A. We are to always love because we can never finish repaying God’s infinite love for us. God bought our lives by dying for us on the cross. What is our response to his love and mercy? Is it a total dedication to love and serve our fellow-man?

B. We are to love our fellow-man in the same way we love ourselves (13:9) [read].

1. We all have an emotional need to bond with our parents, wife and children. For Singaporeans, we have the convenience of bonding with our family regularly. Most foreign students return to their home country during the semester break. However, how do we help meet the emotional needs of foreign students who cannot afford to travel home? One way is for Singaporeans to invite them to our homes for a meal and fellowship. I know of a poor student who left his wife and young children in their home country and came to study at SBC. His course mates pooled their finances together and bought him an air ticket so that he could travel home during the semester break to spend time with his family.

2. How do we meet the financial needs of poor students? We are all eager to know the syllabus and required text books at the start of the new semester. We immediately go to the book center to place our orders for the text books. How do we love the poor students (who cannot afford to buy the books) as we love ourselves in such a situation? Many of us are blessed by God with resources. I know many of us can and have lent them our used text books or given one to them.

3. How about our faith pledges? Do we see that the faith pledge to our college will enable the college to provide proper accommodation, food and education to the poor students? Just imagine if each of us, who have the ability to so, do not give the faith pledge, thinking that another student or the college sponsors will make up for the shortfall. What will happen to this college?

(In Romans chapter 14, the Roman church faced a crisis that could have divided the church because the Gentile and Jewish Christians did not love each other by their behaviour. Paul taught that…..)

II.
The manner by which the Gentile and Jewish Christians, with different convictions on gray areas, conducted themselves rightly was to love each other

[How were the Gentile and Jewish Christians to love each other despite their different convictions?]

A. Paul exhorted the Gentile and Jewish Christians to mutually accept each other (14:1-3; 15:7). The Gentile Christians were to be sensitive to the Jewish food laws and were to abstain from their usual practice of eating certain foods out of love for their Jewish brothers (14:21) [read].

(Similarly….)

III. The manner by which students at SBC, with different cultures, conduct ourselves rightly is to also love each other

[How are we, at SBC, to love each other despite our different cultures?]

A. We are to mutually accept our SBC brothers and sisters.

1. During last semester, I led a team to do a project for one of my courses. There were 6 of us in the team from different countries. We had to meet regularly for group discussions and one particular brother was usually late. I was upset at him for not being punctual for many of our group meetings and, hence, not contributing to the discussion. However, I learnt from my other team members to understand and be patient with this brother who came from a culture that was not as time conscious. The team accepted and encouraged this brother to be punctual through reminders and positive words. Eventually, he did complete his share of the project punctually and more importantly we remained friends.

2. In our lunch conversations at the canteen with our Chinese Department brothers and sisters, do we show acceptance by using simple English words, speaking more slowly, or even speaking in “broken” mandarin? Or do we always use our native language and distance others from our fellowship?

3. For those of us who stay at the dorms, are we sensitive to our room mates’ requirement for cleanliness and tidiness? Do we not upset them by promptly cleaning up our food crumbs and washing our plates and cups in the common areas? Do we keep our beds, tables and rooms tidy because it is a shared area?

4. On the other hand, the sister who has a higher standard of cleanliness and tidiness needs to show her love by tolerating the lower standard of her room mate.

Conclusion

1. Dear fellow SBC students, I am sure that each of us can think of many more ways to conduct ourselves rightly towards our brothers and sisters in SBC [subject].

2. There was once a young son who asked his father, “Dad, you have set up so many house rules regarding my conduct that I simply cannot remember all of them. Can you summarize your rules into just one Rule that would cover every situation?” And the father said, “Son, all you need to do is to always love others.” [MI]

3. Let us now take a moment to ask our Heavenly Father to show us any unloving conduct towards others and let us commit ourselves to always love others.

4. Let us pray, “Dear Lord, we thank you for speaking to us today, help us to love others. Show us how we can act in a loving way to one brother and sister this week. In Jesus Name we pray. Amen.”

Preliminary Questions on Romans 13:8

Verse

Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Paul exhorted the Roman Christians to submit to the governing authorities because the people in authority have been placed there by God (13:1-5). A practical outworking of this was to pay taxes, respect and honour to those in authority (13:6-7). Now Paul makes a transition to the subject of love which he touched on in 13:9-21 and will continue to make practical applications in chapters 14 and 15 (the strong Christian accepting and not stumbling the weak Christian). The need for Christians to discharge their obligations forms the transition between 13:1-7 and 13:8-10.

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

God wants the Roman Christians to love their neighbour, therefore fulfilling the Mosaic Law regarding their conduct towards others.

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

The Gentile Christians were stumbling the Jewish Christians by their behaviour (e.g. eating unclean food).

8a
Does this clause prohibit Christians from taking a loan? Is this a command?

This is a command that demands Christians to repay any debts they do incur promptly and in accordance with the terms of the contract, not that Christians cannot take a loan. Prompt payment of debts, however, is simply a transition point in these verses.

8b
Paul’s real interest emerges in this clause: that the Roman Christians “love one another.” The relationship between 8a and 8b could be interpreted: “Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another.”

Is this love restricted to Christians only?

Pauline use of “one another” in similar contexts shows that the command to love here is restricted to love for fellow Christians. The universalistic language that precedes – “no one” – and follows – “the other” – this command demands that the love Paul is exhorting Christians to display is not to be restricted to fellow Christians. We are called to love “the other”, as in the “Parable of the Good Samaritan.”

8c
The word “for” is a structure indicator – telling the reason why love for one another is the Christian’s one outstanding debt: “the one who loves the other person has fulfilled the (Mosaic) law.”


What does the word fulfill mean?

(i)
Love as the guiding principle in our obedience to the other Mosaic commandments.

(ii)
The Christian who loves, and who therefore does what the law requires (13:9-10a), has brought the law to its culmination, its eschatological fulfillment. This seems to be a better interpretation. Our love for others is not perfect and remains an ideal as long as we are on this side of heaven. That is why we still need God’s laws to guide our conduct. Yet we strive to be perfect in our love, as we wait to see God face to face (1 Cor 13:12).

Note: Douglas Moo’s commentary (NICNT: The Epistle to the Romans) was helpful in understanding the text.

Assignment #7 Exegetical Outline for Romans 13:8

NIV Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law.

Exegetical Idea: The reason Paul commanded the Roman Christians to continually discharge their obligation to love their neighbour was that they would have satisfied the requirements of the Mosaic Law regarding their conduct towards others.
I.
The exception to Paul’s command to the Roman Christians not to owe others anything was to continually owe them love (8a-8b).
A. The content of Paul’s command to the Roman Christians was not to owe others anything (8a).
B. The exception to Paul’s command to the Roman Christians not to owe others anything was to continually owe them love (8b).
II.
The reason Paul commanded the Roman Christians to continually love their neighbour was that they would have satisfied the requirements of the Mosaic Law regarding their conduct towards others (8c).

Translations of Romans 13:8

NIV
Let no debt remain outstanding,
except the continuing debt to love
 
for he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the







one another,




law.

NASB
Owe nothing to anyone

except to love one another;


for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the

law.

NEB
Leave no claim outstanding

except that of mutual love.


He who loves his neighbour has satisfied every

against you,









claim of the law.
KJV
Owe no man any thing,

but to love one another:


for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.

ASV
Owe no man anything,

save to love one another:


for he that loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the

law.

MLB
Owe no one anything


except that you love one another,

for the person who loves his neighbour has












fulfilled the Law.

TLB
Pay all your debts


except the debt of love for others -

For if you love them, you will be obeying all of







never finish paying that!


God’s laws, fulfilling all his requirements.

TAB
Keep out of debt and


except to love one another;


for he who loves his neighbour – who practices


owe no man anything,








loving others – has fulfilled the Law [relating to













one’s fellowmen], meeting all its requirements.

GNB
Be under obligation to no one - 
the only obligation you have is to

Whoever does this has obeyed the Law. 







Love one another.

Literal
Do not continue to owe no one,
except to love one another.


For the one loving the other has fulfilled the Law.

nothing,

WEB
Owe no one anything,


except to love one another;


for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 

Webs.
Owe no man any thing,

but to love one another:


for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.

The Golden Rule


Romans 13:8 (Cyclical Deductive)
Introduction
1. Arouse interest: Do you remember your first week at SBC? One impression that still remained with me was the strong emphasis on right conduct. Dean says that good conduct more important than good grades! List of dos and don’ts. [illustration of obeying rule, yet not behave rightly]
2. Need: Do you want to know the principle that God wants us to follow so that we will always conduct ourselves rightly towards others in all situations?

3. Background: Paul exhorted the Roman Christians to love and submit to the authorities by paying taxes for their service. In the same way, he exhorted them to never finishing “paying” love to their fellow-man. 

4. MI: Romans 13:8 reveals to us how we can conduct ourselves rightly with others in all situations. By always loving our fellow-man as we love ourselves. [read text]

I.
[We conduct ourselves rightly by always loving our fellow-man (13:8)]
A. We are to always love because we can never finish repaying God’s infinite love for us.
B. We are to love our fellow-man in the same way we love ourselves (13:9) [read].
1. We are to meet fellow students’ emotional needs as we meet our own [illustration – be “family” to foreign students who are away from family].

2. We are to meet fellow students’ financial needs as we meet our own [illustration – share resources (e.g. books, computer) and give].

(The apostle Paul brought up the subject of love in Romans 13:8 and made practical applications in chapter 14. The Roman church faced a crisis that could have divided the church because the Gentile and Jewish Christians did not love each other by their behaviour. Paul taught that…..)
II.
The Gentile and Jewish Christians, with different convictions on gray areas, were exhorted to conducted themselves rightly by loving each other

[How were the Gentile and Jewish Christians to love each other despite their different convictions?]

A. Paul exhorted the Gentile and Jewish Christians to mutually accept each other because God has accepted them (14:1-3) [read]

(How are we to love each other at SBC? We have differences not so much in convictions, but more so in culture.)

III. [We at SBC, with different cultures, conduct ourselves rightly by loving each other]
A. We are to mutually accept our SBC brothers and sisters because God has accepted us.
1. Share personal example of working on a project with a team of students from different countries and learning to accept a brother who is not punctual [illustration]

2. Overcoming language barriers show acceptance and fellowship [illustration – lunch conversations at the canteen]

3. Exercise sensitivity and tolerance in keeping dorms and common areas clean and tidy [illustration]

Conclusion
1. There was once a young son who asked his father, “Dad, you have set up so many house rules regarding my conduct that I simply cannot remember all of them. Can you summarize your rules into just one Rule that would cover every situation?” And the father said, “Son, all you need to do is to always love others.” [MI]
2. Have we been unloving in our actions to a brother or a sister? Let us confess it to God and seek forgiveness. What are we going to do this week to show love to a brother or sister at SBC?

3. Let us pray, “Dear Lord, we thank you for speaking to us today. Help us to love others so that we will please you in all our conduct towards others. Show us how we can act in a loving way to a brother and sister this week. In Jesus Name we pray. Amen.”
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