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Shootin’ the Canon

Revelation 22:18-19
Topic:
Canonicity

Theme:
The reason the attempts to distort the NT canon will fail

Thrust:
is because God himself protects His Word by judging those who attack it

Purpose:
The listeners will see that since God has protected the canon, they can read and obey it with confidence.

Meditation:

Reading:
Revelation 22:12-21
Introduction

1. Interest: [In war one goes after an enemy’s “big guns,” so enemies of Christ are shootin’ the canon.]

a) I don’t know much about warfare on the battlefield, but one thing I do know is that the highest priority is to destroy the enemy’s ability to fight back.  As it relates to army warfare, one wants to shoot their cannons.  

b) People today are shootin’ the canon too—that‘s spelled with a single “n” and refers to the standard books that have accepted into the Bible. Have you noticed that in 2006 alone two major attacks have surfaced to destroy the confidence of believers in the NT canon?

(1) The Da Vinci Code

(2) The Gospel of Judas

2. Need: Do you know how to respond to these attacks?  Why not trust in these other books?

3. Intro to MPI: What happens to people who mess with the canon?

4. Background: It’s always good to know the end of a story—so today we will see the last few verses of the Bible.  By this time all the NT books have been written—but should there be more?

5. Text: Revelation 22:18-19

6. Preview: Today we will see from these verses what happens to people who mess with the canon, how the canon came about, and then some practical implications for people like us who don’t mess with it!

7. Transition: The reason we don’t give weight to Dan Brown, the writer of Judas, and others who mess with the text of Scripture is simply because…

I.
God guards His Word by judging those who tamper with it (Rev. 22:18-19).

A. (18a) A general warning tells us something really important follows. 

B. (18b) Adding to the Bible incurs God’s judgment.

1. Some have added to the Scripture

a) Gnostics added their own books with supposed “special knowledge.”

b) The Gospel of Judas advocates a heretical view of Judas.

2. These will incur God’s judgment by enduring the plagues noted in Revelation.

C.  (19) Taking away from the Bible also incurs God’s judgment.

1. Some have taken away from Scripture

a) The son of a pastor was watching his father write a sermon. "Dad, how do you know what to say?" he asked. "Why, God tells me," his pastor-Dad said. "Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?"

b) Marcion (AD 170) omitted the OT and included only Paul’s gospel and a corrupted version of Luke’s gospel.

c) Thomas Jefferson included only The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth.
d) Jehovah’s Witnesses omit many references to the deity of Christ in the new Word Translation.
2. These will miss out on salvation.

D. Some have both added and taken away from Scripture.

1. Mormons 

a) Mormons added three books: The Book of Mormon, The Pearl of Great Price, Doctrines and Covenants
b) They have also taken away portions of Scripture: 

(1) Joseph Smith had his own so-called Inspired Version of the Bible where he rewrote much of Genesis but never finished it.

(2) Mormons only accept the KJV

(3) They also say they accept the Bible as “the Word of God, as far as it is translated correctly.”  What this means is that any time the Bible contradicts their doctrine, they claim it has been mistranslated!

2. Dan Brown

a) He seeks to take away our four gospels.

b) He seeks to replace them with Gnostic writings.

 (But how do we know we have the NT right books in the first place?)

II.
God guided the development of the canon.

A. He chose apostles or those closely associated with them to write the books.

B. He guided the churches to all agree upon the correct books.

C. He assured that their theology would be completely consistent.

D. Other books do not claim inspiration.

E. Other books lack a dynamic character.

(So how should we respond to God giving, guiding, and guarding His Word?)

III. We must hold Scripture in highest regard.

A. Know the order of the books by heart.

B. Read it all the way through.

C. Read it every day.

Conclusion

1. God guided and guarded His Word—so we should hold it up high! (MI).

a) God guards His Word by judging those who tamper with it (Rev. 22:18-19).

b) God guided the development of the canon.

c) We must hold Scripture in highest regard.

2. Application: How can you hold His Word in higher regard?

a) Learn the order of the books.

b) Don’t stop reading until you have read it all the way through.

c) Read it every day the rest of your life.

3. Response: Which of these three commitments will you make?

4. Prayer

Study Questions (Step 1)

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.

 19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. John quotes Christ’s promise that he will return “quickly.”

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It warns from tampering with the inspired text.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. By the end of the first century, false versions of the gospel had already been circulating—some had even falsified letters from Paul 45 years preceding the writing of Revelation (2 Thess. 2:1).

2. Therefore, it was vital that the church know that God would protect His Word.

Questions

1. Can “take away/add to the words of this book” apply to the NT as a whole rather than apply only to the book of Revelation? 

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Theme:
The reason the attempts to distort the NT canon will fail

Thrust:
is because God himself protects it by judging those who attack it

Purpose:
The listeners will see that since God has protected the canon, they can read and obey it with confidence.

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

2. Some have taken away from Scripture

a) The son of a pastor was watching his father write a sermon. "Dad, how do you know what to say?" he asked. "Why, God tells me," his pastor-Dad said. "Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?"

b) Marcion

c) Thomas Jefferson

3. Some have added to the Scripture

a) Gnostics

b) Gospel of Judas advocates

4. Some have done both

a) Mormons 

(1) Mormons added three books: The Book of Mormon, The Pearl of Great Price, Doctrines and Covenants
(2) They have also taken away portions of Scripture: 

(a) Joseph Smith had his own so-called Inspired Version of the Bible where he rewrote much of Genesis but never finished it.

(b) Mormons only accept the KJV

(c) They also say they accept the Bible as “the Word of God, as far as it is translated correctly.”  What this means is that any time the Bible contradicts their doctrine, they claim it has been mistranslated!

b) Dan Brown

Possible Applications (Step 6)

5. Text

Outlines (Steps 2-6)
Shootin’ the Canon

Rev. 22:18-19

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.

 19 And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

Exegetical Idea (CPT): The result of disobeying God’s warning against tampering with Bible content is judgment by God.

I.
(18a) The purpose a general warning is given to all readers is to focus their attention on a matter of utmost importance to follow. 

II.(18b-19) The result of tampering with biblical content is judgment by God. 

A. (18b) The result of adding to the Bible is judgment…

B. (19) The result of taking away content from the Bible is judgment…

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will recognize that since the Bible is God’s final revelation, they should reject other books for a lifetime devotion to Scripture.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: What happens to people who mess with the canon?

Introduction

1. Interest: [In war one goes after an enemy’s “big guns” so enemies of Christ are shootin’ the canon.]

2. Need: Do you know how to respond to these attacks?  Why not trust in these other books?

3. Intro to MPI: What happens to people who mess with the canon?

4. Background: It’s always good to know the end of a story—so today we will see the last few verses of the Bible.  By this time all the NT books have been written—but should there be more?

5. Text: Revelation 22:18-19

6. Preview: Today we will see from these verses what happens to people who mess with the canon, how the canon came about, and then some practical implications for people like us who don’t mess with it!

7. Transition: The reason we don’t give weight to Dan Brown, the writer of Judas, and others who mess with the text of Scripture is simply because…

I.
God guards His Word by judging those who tamper with it (Rev. 22:18-19).

A. (18a) A general warning tells us something really important follows. 

B. (18b) Adding to the Bible incurs God’s judgment.

C. (19) Taking away from the Bible also incurs God’s judgment.

(But how do we know we have the NT right books in the first place?)

II.
God guided the development of the canon.

A. He chose apostles or those closely associated with them to write the books.

B. He guided the churches to all agree upon the correct books.

(So how should we respond to God giving, guiding, and guarding His Word?)

III. We must hold Scripture in highest regard.

A. Know the order of the books by heart.

B. Read it all the way through.

C. Read it every day.

Conclusion

1. God guided and guarded His Word—so we should hold it up high! (MI).

a) God guards His Word by judging those who tamper with it (Rev. 22:18-19).

b) God guided the development of the canon.

c) We must hold Scripture in highest regard.

2. Application: How can you hold His Word in higher regard?

a) Learn the order of the books.

b) Don’t stop reading until you have read it all the way through.

c) Read it every day the rest of your life.

3. Response: Which of these three commitments will you make?

4. Prayer

Discussion Questions:

