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Our Eternal Home

Revelation 20:11—22:26
Topic:
Heaven

Subject:
The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward 

Complement:
if you’re on the winning team!

Purpose:
The listeners will translate excitement about going to heaven into more fervent service for Christ now.

Introduction

1. [image: image2..pict]



The year 2005 was a significant year for Singapore.  It’s great that this nation has 40 years of growth behind it now as an independent country.  But have you thought about how this was achieved?  Have you considered what was happening to Singapore not 40 years ago but 60 years ago?  The 1965 date has received so much press it seems that few of us have considered the 1945 date—when we were freed!

2. Singapore has benefited immensely from the Allied victory over the Japanese.

a) Yes, we lost the Battle of Singapore, but because we were on the winning team Singapore ultimately won in the War.

b) We didn’t conquer the Japanese here, but because they were conquered elsewhere the victory was also won in Singapore.

3. [image: image3..pict]



 You see, being on the winning team has its benefits.  “To the victor go the spoils.”

a) We are not under a foreign power anymore.

b) We can make our own decisions regarding our future.

c) We have prospered far more as an independent nation than as a territory of Japan.

4. Not only does winning have its benefits, but when the team wins, each member wins. 

a) As Singapore prospers, every Singaporean prospers in newer roads, MRT, etc.

b) As your company expands, each employee shares in the benefits.

c) [image: image4..pict]



When your flat upgrades, this benefits each family member.
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 Background: The first century church needed this encouragement when Revelation was written!  Under the Roman Emperor Domitian, Christians paid a high price.  With the Romans definitely winning, some wondered if they were really on the winning team.  In this time of suffering John received this prophecy of encouragement, that  Jesus (and Christians too) would be the ultimate victors in the end.
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Raise Curiosity: As Christians on the winning team, we too will experience benefits.  Some of these benefits appear the end of the book of Revelation.  Chapter 19 records how Christ will return to the earth after the seven-year tribulation, then chapter 20 says we will have the benefit of reigning with him for 1000 years.  Verses 7-10 record one final battle even after the millennium, but again the victory will go to Christ.  And since we’re on his team, we receive wonderful benefits—in particular, heaven!
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Subject: Today we will ask: Why is heaven worth considering?  What kind of future will we enjoy because Jesus is the victor over death and we’re on his team?  What are the benefits we’ll enjoy for being on Christ’s side?  What are our rewards?

8. Preview: Sometimes we think all we’ll do is sing for eternity—and some of us hate to sing now!  Can there be more to heaven than singing?  Yes, there’s far more!  So here’s the first of the four advantages of our eternal home noted in today’s text…

I.
We will escape God’s judgment in the lake of fire (20:11-15).

A. Some debate if Christians even appear at this judgment, since they are not noted.  But one thing is clear: the only ones judged are those who names are not written in the book of life.

B. Non-Christians experience all the heaven they will ever know right now on earth.  Yet Christians will experience all the hell they will ever know right now on earth.

(So escaping God’s judgment in the lake of fire is the first benefit of being on the winning team: as Romans 8:1 says it, “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Revelation 21, verse 1 states a second advantage of having Jesus as our victor…)

II.  We will enjoy a completely renewed outer space and earth (21:1).

[Winners get a new earth, stars, and planets!]

A. Some questions about this verse:

1. What’s this “new heaven”?  Will the heaven that exists now be thrown away?  No.  

a) Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” and Revelation 21:1 echoes this verse.  Certainly Genesis 1:1 doesn’t say God created heaven then, the abode of God, for this place was created long before the heaven referred to here.  Genesis 1:14 uses the same word for “heaven” which the NIV translates “sky.” We know this means outer space where stars and planets are.

b) So John is saying that there’s going to be a renewed galaxy in which to live.  And it will last!  Einstein once looked up into a beautiful starlit night, sighed, and said, “Anyway, that the atom cannot destroy” (Tan 2188).

2. What’s the “new earth”?  

a) Belinda Carlisle sings the popular song, “Oh, heaven is a place on earth!”  I wouldn’t normally agree with her theology, but in this case she’s partially right—the Bible says that earth will finally be heavenly like it was in Eden.

b) But I don’t agree with Belinda Carlisle’s use of tense.  She says that heaven is here now, but if this is heaven, who wants to live here forever?

c) We often think of heaven being “up there” with God, but God says that heaven will be here as a renewed earth and galaxy. 

3. Will the new heaven and earth be an entirely new planet and galaxy?  Will the present ones be destroyed by God and replaced?  Or will He renew this present creation?  

a) I used to think “passed away” in this verse meant a replaced galaxy and planet.  After all, 2 Peter 3:10 says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare….”  This seems to fit annihilation more than a partial destruction followed by a remaking of this planet.

b) But the word “destroy” also means to “break up into its component parts” so it may mean the renovation of the present planet.  A parallel word is used of the “destruction of ungodly men” in 2 Peter 3:7, but these men are not annihilated.

c) In fact, the word for “new” means something qualitatively better than the old or something of superior value, a rejuvenated form.   

B. Think of it!  We will enjoy a completely renewed outer space and earth!   

1. Imagine traveling to unknown stars and planets.  

2. Imagine everything being new or renewed.  We’re so used to asking whether a flat is old or new, whether you have a new or old car, even whether someone has a new baby—which is strange now—who ever heard of an old baby?  God says in verse 5, “I am making everything new!”

3. Imagine no seas anymore too (21:1).  Hey, only fresh water lakes in heaven!  Oceans have always separated peoples from one another, but never again in the new earth.


(So far we’ve seen two benefits of being on Jesus’ winning team.  First, we won’t be judged in the lake of fire.  Second, we’ll experience a completely renewed outer space and earth.  The rest of the chapter and up to 22:6 describes a third reward for trusting Christ…) 

III. We will live together in the most beautiful city imaginable (21:2—22:6).


[The incredible New Jerusalem will be our home.]

A. The purity of the new Jerusalem will be due to God’s presence with man (21:2-8).

1. Amazing!  It’s not us going to heaven!  It’s not us going to God.  Verses 2-3 say it’s heaven and God coming down to us!  This is the best thing about heaven.

2. Why would He want to dwell with sinful man?  We won’t be sinful anymore!  

3. Verse 4 says all troubles of this life will be gone: death, mourning, crying, pain, etc.  Years ago my family took a holiday to Cameron Highlands.  The trip was awful for our 4-year-old son.  He threw up twice on the two-hour trip up the mountain on the last stretch.  Yet when we got to the top, he ran around in the forest, played games, loved the beautiful scenery, and soon forgot the troubles he had on the way there.  We also will forget the pains of this life when the new Jerusalem descends to a new earth. 

(Verses 9-21 continue with more details of this beautiful city…)

B. The physical description of the city indicates that it is sufficient size and glory for all the redeemed to want to live there (9-21).

1. Notice first of all how the city is called the bride of Christ (9-10).  

a) Often we think of the church as the bride of Christ, but Ephesians 5, which compares Christ and the Church with the marriage relationship, does not explicitly call the Church the bride.

b) This text says that the new Jerusalem is the bride.  Now some say that this city isn’t really a city, but this isn’t acceptable to me. Why all the descriptions of the walls, gates, foundations, and streets?  Aren’t we to take this literally?

c) And yet, on the other hand, how could Christ be married to a city?  I think the city here is literal but is filled with believers and so is called the “bride” herself.

d) I once asked another Bible teacher what he thought of the new Jerusalem.  “A city?” he said, “It can’t be a city!  When I think of heaven I think of rolling hills or green grass with a lot of open space.  It better not be more urban living!”  He failed to see that this city will be unlike every other—no crime, no overcrowding, and very relational.  Heaven is a social place—not for loners!

2. Now let’s take a brief look at the city itself in verses 11-27.

a) (11) The glory of the city is the glory of God himself.

b) (12-14) The construction is of a high wall, 12 gates, and 12 foundations.

c) (15-17) The dimensions show it’s the largest city ever built—a 2200 kilometer cube!  This is the same distance from Singapore (south) past Borneo to Sulawesi (east) to Manila (north) to China (west)!  Such a city has never even been dreamed of being built on earth, for this place is roughly half the size of all Southeast Asia!  Now imagine this enormous city over the Mid-East!

d) (18-21) The materials are a jasper wall (green quartz), gold city and main street, multi-colored foundation, and gates each made from a single pearl!

e) (22-23) The relation to God shows no temple (or church building) since God and Christ the Lamb themselves are the temple.  No light bulbs either!  We won’t even need the sun and moon, though they may still exist then.  God is the light!

f) (24-27) The relation to the nations says that nations and kings will bring their glory into it.  Verse 27 shows that this only refers to saved Gentiles and kings.

3. Friends, we’ve only seen some parts of the new Jerusalem—only a glimpse!  This is like Marco Polo, the famous 13th century Venetian traveler.  When he lay dying, Polo was urged to recant—to withdraw all the incredible stories he had told about China and the Far East.  Polo replied, “I have not told half what I saw” (Tan 2191).


(Revelation 21 shows only some aspects of heaven, but what will the focal point be?)

C. The focal point of the city will be the throne of God in glorious light (22:1-6).

1. In fact, the delights of the city will be just like Eden except for the presence of the throne of God and the absence of night.  

2. Verse 1 says that man will finally find the fountain of youth—except that it won’t be a fountain—it’ll be a river!  Life will flow from the river and from the tree of life that apparently straddles the river from the throne of God!

3. Yes, the best thing about this city is that God will be there!  Years ago a 10-year-old boy named William Dyke became blind.  Overcoming this disability, he grew up to be handsome, smart, witty young man.  While attending graduate school in England, he met the daughter of a British admiral and the two became engaged.  Though having never seen her, William loved her very much.  Just before the wedding, William submitted to a special treatment to possibly restore his sight.  Hoping against hope, William asked that the gauze over his eyes be removed during the wedding ceremony itself.  He wanted the first thing he saw to be his wife’s face.  As she came down the aisle during the ceremony, William’s father started unwinding the gauze from around his head and eyes.  With the unwrapping of the last circumference, William looked into the face of his new bride for the first time.  “You are more beautiful than I ever imagined,” he said.  Though we have never seen Jesus, it will be worth the years of darkness to “see Him as He is”—except He’ll be the groom and we’ll be the bride (HEAVEN seeing Christ most important).

(Well, how does the book of Revelation end?  After telling us three benefits like no judgment, a new galaxy system and earth, and the new Jerusalem, the fourth and final blessing in the remaining verses relates to us now…)

IV. We can serve Christ with purpose now since he will reward us at his return  (22:7-21).

[Jesus reminds us of His Second Coming to motivate us to service now.]

A. Just as the OT looked to Christ’s first coming, the focus of the NT—especially this final section—is Christ’s second coming.  It’s noted three times—in verses 7, 12, and 20.

B. And why is he coming?  Verse 12: “Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”  Here’s a motivation for service—you will be held accountable!

1. There will be some sense of shame experienced by some believers initially in heaven.  Perhaps that’s why he says that he will wipe away every tear (21:4).  

2. Rather than shame, serve him now with a whole heart and have joy in his presence!

C. By the way, what will we do in heaven?  How will we occupy our time?

1. A church once asked me to speak on heaven.  They even gave me a title: The Coming Rest!  When I ask Singaporeans  “How are you?” most respond, “Busy” or “Tired.”

2. Scripture does refer to death as rest, such as in Revelation 14:13.

3. However, the focus of Scripture is not rest, but service in heaven—restful work!  Remember that Adam in the Garden of Eden was given purposeful work even before the Fall.  In other words, work itself is not a curse—it’s those cursed weeds that make the toil so hard.  Service has always been part of heaven’s environment.

a) The angels’ job is service.  They don’t just float around doing nothing!

b) Likewise, the redeemed will also serve him in heaven:

(1) “His servants will serve him” (Rev. 22:3).

(2) “They will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5).

(3)  “…they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple…” (Rev. 7:15).

(4) The redeemed will also sing (presumably in key, finally, for some!).

Conclusion
1. What is John telling us in today’s text?  The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward if you’re on the winning team! (MI)  So is the blessing escaping judgment, inhabiting the new heaven and new earth, and the privilege of serving Him now. 

2. We have too many inaccurate notions about heaven.  I hope this brief look into our eternal future changed some of your earlier notions. 

a) We think of judgment as relating to us, but we’ll escape it and simply be blessed!

b) We envision us going to heaven, but actually heaven will come to us!

c) We talk about living with God, but Revelation says God will live with us!

d) We say “heaven,” but the Bible refers to this as the “new heaven and new earth”!

e) We imagine being alone in the country, but actually it will be HDB units par excellence!  HDB means “Heavenly Development Board.”

f) We think of rest, but it will mostly be delightful service!

3. How do you and I respond to this wonderful future?  That depends upon if you are a citizen of heaven or not.  You know, you can be a citizen of a land without being there, don’t you?  I am a citizen of America though I am a resident of Singapore.

a) Are you sure today you’re a citizen of heaven even if you’re not yet a resident?  If you’re not sure, Christ gives you the invitation in Revelation 21:6, “To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.”

b) The water is without cost—at least to you.  Jesus paid the great price when he died on the cross for your sins, so now his forgiveness is for the taking, for free.

c) I am offering you Jesus, the only drink that lasts for eternity!  Will you drink his cup or will you spill it on the ground?  Just tell him in the quietness of your heart, “Jesus, only you can satisfy my thirst in life.  I accept your invitation.  Forgive my sins and grant me eternal life.”

4. Perhaps you’re a resident of Singapore but with ultimate citizenship in heaven.  You’re on the winning team and will experience all the incredible things we’ve read about today.  Bring as many others as you can into this blessing, will you?  

Hebron BP Church/Bukit Panjang Gospel Chapel
Dr. Rick Griffith

20 August 1995/1 Feb 1998
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The Coming Rest 
Revelation 20:11—22:26
Topic:
Heaven

Subject:
The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward 

Complement:
if you’re on the winning team!

Purpose:
The listeners will translate excitement about going to heaven into more fervent service for Christ now.

Introduction

1.
This month is a significant month for Singapore.  I rejoice with you that this country has 30 years of growth behind it now as an independent country.  But have you thought about how this was achieved?  Have you considered what was happening to Singapore not 30 years ago but 50 years ago from this week?  The 1965 date has received so much press it seems that few of us have considered the 1945 date.  

a.
In August 1945 Singapore was able to finally begin the rebuilding process after three years of horrible Japanese occupation.

b.
But why could it rebuild?  Because the country was aligned with the winning side!  Many times during WWII it looked hopeless.  It looked like we all would be speaking Japanese today, but finally the Allied powers won the victory.  And freedom for Singapore was the result.

2.
What I am saying is that Singapore has benefited immensely from the Allied victory over the Japanese.

a.
Yes, we lost the Battle of Singapore, but because we were on the winning team Singapore ultimately won in the War.

b.
We didn’t conquer the Japanese here, but because they were conquered elsewhere the victory was also won in Singapore.

3.
You see, being on the winning team has its benefits.  “To the victor go the spoils.”

a.
We are not under a foreign power anymore.

b.
We can make our own decisions regarding our future.

c.
We have prospered far more as an independent nation than as a territory of Japan.

4.
This is a basic principle of life: when the whole team wins, each individual wins. 

a.
As Singapore prospers, the individuals of Singapore prosper.

b.
As your company prospers, the employees participate in the benefits.

c.
When your family gets to upgrade, this includes each family member.

d.
When Singapore recently won the Malaysia Cup, the whole team one—not just those who scored the goals!  So actually each player in effect won too.

5.
Background: The first century church sure needed this word of encouragement when Revelation was written!  This book circulated during a time of tremendous persecution under the Roman Emperor Domitian.  Christians we’re paying a high price for their faith.  Some denied Christ under imperial pressure, which caused the others to wonder whether they were really on the winning team.  It sure didn’t seem like it, for the Romans were definitely winning.  In this time of suffering John received this prophecy of encouragement, noting that Jesus (and Christians too) would be the ultimate victors in the end.

6.
Raise Curiosity: As Christians on the winning team, we too will experience benefits.  Some of these benefits appear the end of the book of Revelation.  Chapter 19 records how Christ will return to the earth after the seven-year tribulation, then chapter 20 says we will have the benefit of reigning with him for 1000 years.  Verses 7-10 record one final battle even after the millennium, but again the victory will go to Christ.  And since we’re on his team, we receive wonderful benefits—in particular, heaven!

7.
Subject: Today we will look at this question: Why is heaven worth considering?  What kind of future will we enjoy because Jesus is the victor over death and we’re on his team?  What are the benefits we’ll enjoy?  Is there any reward for being on Christ’s side?

8.
Intro to MPI: Sometimes we think all we’ll do is sing for eternity—and some of us hate to sing now!  Can there be more to heaven than singing?  Yes, there’s far more!  So here’s the first of the four advantages of our eternal home highlighted in today’s text…

I.
We will escape God’s judgment and the lake of fire (20:11-15).

A.
It’s debated whether Christians even appear at this judgment, since they are not mentioned.  But one thing is clear: the only ones judged are those who names are not written in the book of life.

B.
Non-Christians experience all the heaven they will ever know right now on earth.  Yet Christians will experience all the hell they will ever know right now on earth.

(So escaping God’s judgment and the lake of fire is the first benefit of being on the winning team: as Romans 8:1 says it, “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Chapter 21, verse 1 states a second advantage of having Jesus as our victor…)

II. We will enjoy a completely renewed outer space and earth (21:1).


Winners get a new earth, stars, and planets!

A.
Some questions about this verse:

1.
What’s this “new heaven”?  Is the heaven that exists now going to be thrown away?  No.  

a.
Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” and Revelation 21:1 echoes this verse.  Certainly the first verse of the Bible doesn’t mean heaven, the abode of God, for this place was created long before the heaven referred to here.  Genesis 1:14 gives the answer, noting that the “heaven” referred to has in mind outer space where the stars and planets are located.

b.
So John is saying that there’s going to be a renewed galaxy in which to live.  A little girl was in the country for the first time and saw our brilliant night sky.  “Oh, mother,” she said with wonder, “If heaven is so beautiful on the wrong side, what must it be like on the right side” (Tan 2179).

c.
And it will last!  Einstein also looked up into a beautiful starlit night, sighed, and said, “Anyway, that the atom cannot destroy” (Tan 2188).

2.
What’s this “new earth”?  

a.
Belinda Carlisle sings a very popular song, “Oh, heaven is a place on earth!”  I wouldn’t normally agree with her theology, but in this case she’s partially right—the Bible says that earth will finally be heavenly like it used to be in the Garden of Eden.

b.
But I don’t agree with Belinda Carlisle’s use of tense.  She says that heaven is here now, but if this is heaven, who wants to live here forever?

c.
We often think of heaven being “up there” with God, but God says that heaven will be here as a renewed earth and galaxy. 

3.
Will the new heaven and earth be an entirely new planet and galaxy?  Will the present ones be destroyed by God and replaced?  Or will He renew this present creation?  

a.
I used to think “passed away” in this verse meant a replacement galaxy and planet.  After all, 2 Peter 3:10, 12b says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare…That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”  This description seems to fit annihilation more than a partial destruction followed by a remaking of this planet.

b.
However, the word “destroy” can also mean to “break up into its component parts” so this word may allow for the renovation of the present planet.  A parallel word is used of the “destruction of ungodly men” in verse 7, but these men are not annihilated.

c.
In fact, the word for “new” means something qualitatively better than the old or something of superior value, a rejuvenated form.   

d.
Finally, Romans 8:19-22 says the present creation “waits in eager expectation” for the redemption of both itself and God’s children.  This argues better for a recreation of the earth than a replacement of it.

B.
Think of it!  We will enjoy a completely renewed outer space and earth!   

1.
Imagine traveling to unknown stars and planets.  

2.
Imagine everything being new or renewed.  We are so accustomed to asking now whether the flat is old or new, whether you have a new or old car, even whether someone has a new baby—this is even strange now—who ever heard of an old baby?  God says in verse 5, “I am making everything new!”

3.
Imagine not having seas anymore too.  Hey, only fresh water lakes in heaven!  Oceans have always separated peoples from one another, but never again in the new earth.

(So far we’ve seen two benefits of being on Jesus’ winning team.  First, we won’t be judged and sent to the lake of fire.  Second, we’ll experience a completely renewed outer space and earth.  The rest of the chapter and up to 22:6 describes a third reward for trusting Christ…) 

III. We will live together in the most beautiful city imaginable (21:2—22:6).


[The incredible New Jerusalem will be our home.]

A.
The purity of the new Jerusalem will be due to God’s presence with man (21:2-8).

1.
Amazing!  It’s not us going to God.  It’s not us going to heaven!  It’s God and heaven coming down to us!  This is the best thing about heaven.

2.
Why would He want to dwell with sinful man?  We won’t be sinful anymore!  A man was once visiting a pastor and remarked about his upcoming trip to the Holy Land.  The pastor waved his hand to the blue sky above him.  “My holy land,” he said, “is there.” (Tan 2193).  Actually he was only partly correct, for we will be pure and so God’s holy land will be here on a renewed earth.

3.
In fact, verse 4 says that all the unpleasant things of this life will pass away: death, mourning, crying, pain, etc.  This reminds me of a family holiday we took to Cameron Highlands years ago.  The trip was awful for our 4-year-old son.  He threw up twice on the two-hour trip up the mountain on the last stretch.  Yet when we got to the top, he ran around in the forest, played games, loved the beautiful scenery, and soon forgot the troubles he experienced on the way to his vacation spot.  So we will forget the pains of this life when the new Jerusalem descends to a new earth. 

4.
And who will be there?  Only those who have accepted the “drink without cost” noted in verse 6.  A Sunday school teacher once asked her class how many of the children were interested in going to heaven.  Every hand shot up—except one.  Turning to the young boy, the teacher asked, “Johnny, you’re not sure you want to go to heaven?”  “Oh, sure I want to go to heaven,” he responded, “but not with that bunch!”  Johnny didn’t understand much, because, for the first time, we will all love to be together!

(Verses 9-21 continue with more details of this beautiful city…)

B.
The physical description of the city indicates that it is sufficient size and glory for all the redeemed to want to live there (9-21).

1.
Notice first of all how the city is called the bride of Christ (9-10).  

a.
Often we think of the church as the bride of Christ, but lately I’ve been wondering whether the NT really teaches this.  Even Ephesians 5, which compares Christ and the Church with the marriage relationship, does not explicitly call the Church the bride.

b.
This text specifically says that the new Jerusalem is the bride.  Now some say that this city isn’t really a city, but this isn’t acceptable to me. Why all the descriptions of the walls, gates, foundations, and streets?  Aren’t we to take this literally?

c.
And yet, on the other hand, how could Christ be married to a city?  I’ll leave this for him to tell me when we get there!

d.
I once asked a friend what he thought of the new Jerusalem.  “A city?” he said, “It can’t be a city!  When I think of heaven I think of rolling hills or green grass with a lot of open space.  It better not be more urban living!”  My friend failed to see that this city will be unlike every other—no crime, no overcrowding, and very relational.  Heaven is a social place—not for loners!

2.
Now let’s take a brief look at the city itself in verses 11-27.

a.
(11) The glory of the city is the glory of God himself.

b.
(12-14) The construction is of a high wall, 12 gates, and 12 foundations.

c.
(15-17) The dimensions show it’s the largest city ever built—a 2200 kilometer cube!  This is the same distance from Singapore (south) past Borneo to Sulawesi (east) to Manila (north) to China (west)!  Such a city has never even been dreamed of being built on earth, for this place is roughly half the size of all Southeast Asia!

d.
(18-21) The materials are a jasper wall (green quartz), gold city and main street, multi-colored foundation, and gates each made from a single pearl!

e.
(22-23) The relation to God shows no temple (or church building) since God and Christ the Lamb themselves constitute the temple.  No light bulbs either!  We won’t even need the sun and moon, though they may still exist then.  God is the light!

f.
(24-27) The relation to the nations says that nations and kings will bring their glory into it.  Verse 27 shows of course that this only refers to saved Gentiles and kings.

3.
We’ve only seen some parts of the new Jerusalem—only a glimpse.  This is like Marco Polo, the famous Venetian traveler of the 13th century.  When he lay dying, Polo was urged to recant—to withdraw all the incredible stories he had told about China and the Far East.  Polo replied, “I have not told half what I saw” (Tan 2191).

(Revelation 21 shows only some aspects of heaven, but what will the focal point be?)

C.
The focal point of the city will be the throne of God in glorious light (22:1-6).

1.
In fact, the delights of the city will be just like Eden except for the presence of the throne of God and the absence of night.  

2.
Verse 1 says that man will finally find the fountain of youth—except that it won’t be a fountain—it’ll be a river!  Life will flow from the river and from the tree of life that apparently straddles the river from the throne of God!

3.
Yes, the best thing about this city is that God will be there!  Years ago a 10-year-old boy named William Dyke became blind.  Overcoming this disability, he grew up to be handsome, smart, witty young man.  While attending graduate school in England, he met the daughter of an British admiral and the two became engaged.  Though having never seen her, William loved her very much.  Just before the wedding, William submitted to a special treatment to possibly restore his sight.  Hoping against hope, William asked that the gauze over his eyes be removed during the wedding ceremony itself.  He wanted the first thing he saw to be his wife’s face.  As she came down the aisle during the ceremony, William’s father started unwinding the gauze from around his head and eyes.  With the unwrapping of the last circumference, William looked into the face of his new bride for the first time.  “You are more beautiful than I ever imagined,” he said.  Though we have never seen Jesus, it will be worth the years of darkness to “see Him as He is”—except He will be the groom and us the bride (HEAVEN seeing Christ most important).

(Well, how does the book of Revelation end?  After telling us three benefits like no judgment, a new galaxy system and earth, and the new Jerusalem, the fourth and final blessing in the remaining verses relates to us now…)

IV. We can serve Christ with purpose now since he will reward us at his return  (22:7-21).


[Jesus reminds us of His Second Coming to motivate us to service now.]

A.
The focus of this final section is that Christ is coming, which is mentioned three times—in verses 7, 12, and 20.

B.
And why is he coming?  Verse 12: “Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”  Here’s a motivation for service—you will be held accountable!

1.
There will be some sense of shame experienced by some believers initially in heaven.  Perhaps that’s why he says that he will wipe away every tear (21:4).  

2.
Rather than shame, why not serve him with your whole heart and experience joy in his presence? 

C.
By the way, what will we do in heaven?  How will we occupy our time?

1.
Oftentimes our focus is upon rest.  Perhaps that’s because we work too hard here!  (When I ask Singaporeans  “How are you?” most respond, “Busy” or “Tired.”)  

2.
Scripture does refer to death as rest, such as in Revelation 14:13.

3.
However, the focus of Scripture is not rest, but service in heaven—restful work!  Remember that Adam in the Garden of Eden was given purposeful work even before the Fall.  In other words, work itself is not a curse—it’s those cursed weeds that make the toil so hard.  Service has always been part of heaven’s environment.

a.
The angels’ job description is service.  They don’t just float around doing nothing!

b.
Likewise, the redeemed will also serve him in heaven:

1)
“His servants will serve him” (Rev. 22:3).

2)
“They will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 22:5).

3)
“Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God’” (Luke 9:62).

4)
“…they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them” (Rev. 7:15).

5)
“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth” (Rev. 5:10).

6)
The redeemed will also sing (presumably in key, finally, for some!).

Conclusion
M.I.1.
What is John telling us in today’s text?  The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward if you’re on the winning team!  So is the blessing escaping judgment, inhabiting the new heaven and new earth, and the privilege of serving Him now. 

2.
I hope this brief look into our eternal future changed some of your preconceived notions. 

a.
We think of judgment as relating to us, but we’ll escape it and simply be blessed!

b.
We envision us going to heaven, but actually heaven will come to us!

c.
We talk about living with God, but Revelation says God will live with us!

d.
We use the term “heaven,” but the Bible refers to it as the “new heaven and new earth”!

e.
We imagine being alone in the country, but actually it will be HDB units par excellence!
f.
We think of rest, but it will mostly be delightful service!

3.
How do you and I respond to hearing about this wonderful future?  That depends upon whether you are a citizen of heaven or not.  You know, you can be a citizen of a land without being there, don’t you?  I am a citizen of America though I am a resident of Singapore.

a.
Are you sure today that you are now a citizen of heaven even if you are not yet a resident?  If you’re not sure, Christ gives you the invitation in Revelation 21:6, “To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.”

b.
The water is without cost—at least to you.  Jesus paid the tremendous price when he died on the cross for your sins, so now his forgiveness is for the taking, for free.

c.
I am offering you Jesus, the only drink that lasts for eternity!  Will you drink his cup or will you spill it on the ground?  Just tell him in the quietness of your heart, “Jesus, only you can satisfy my thirst in life.  I accept your invitation.  Forgive my sins and grant me eternal life.”

4.
Perhaps you’re a resident of Singapore but with ultimate citizenship in heaven.  You’re on the winning team and will experience all the incredible things we’ve read about today.  Bring as many others as you can into this blessing, will you?  

5.
To you the Father will offer this word of welcome—perhaps sooner than you think…(Sing “Welcome Home, Children”)

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
Just prior to this passage is the Millennium and Great White Throne Judgment

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1
Does this new heaven and new earth replace the present ones—or just renew them?

1
What is the significance of there being no sea on the new earth?

1
Will the “new heaven and new earth” have the same stars as our present solar system?

2
Is the New Jerusalem a literal city?

2
Does the New Jerusalem reach the earth?

2
Is the heaven of verse 2 the same as the “new heaven” of verse 1?

3
If the dwelling of God is the New Jerusalem, how could this have just come from God (v. 2)?

4
Will we cry just once in heaven?

5
Does “making everything new” mean recreating or refashioning?

7
Who are the overcomers?  does this only include some Christians (cf. Rev. 2—3)?

9-10
Is the bride the New Jerusalem?  How can a city be God’s bride?

11
How could the city be both clear and like jasper?

12-14
What is the significance of the names of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles?

15-21
Why all these specific measurements of the wall, gates, and city itself?

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

End of WWII 50 years ago this week (benefits to Singapore)

Kurt and Stephen worked hard to win a $400 prize for the Kid’s Adventure Colouring Contest.

Lord Fontleroy

The Coming Rest

Revelation 21—22

Exegetical Outline
NT Survey Outline

D.
(21:1—22:5) Prophecies of the Eternal State are recorded to show the wonderful future of those who are victors with Christ because of His victory over the forces of evil.

1.
(21:1) The New Heaven and Earth without continents separating men by sea are created since the first heaven and earth had passed away.

2.
(21:2-8) The conditions in the New Jerusalem describe the absence of all unpleasant circumstances experienced on earth as man again has complete fellowship with God.

3.
(21:9—22:5) The New Jerusalem is described as a city in the shape of a cube 1500 miles each way with walls made of jewels and twelve gates, each made from a single pearl, lit by the presence of God, with the tree of life on the banks of the river of life.

E.
(22:6-21) The conclusion to the prophecy reminds the readers that Jesus Christ’s coming is imminent in order that they might be ready to meet Him unashamedly.

Exegetical Idea: The description of a renewed outer space and earth as well as a completely new Jerusalem is given to encourage readers to desire to live together with God himself and serve him now in light of the rewards granted at Christ’s Second Coming.

I.
(21:1) The quality of the present outer space and earth will be renewed in which oceans will never divide people.

A.
(1a) The present outer space and earth will be renewed into new ones.

B.
(1b) Oceans will never again divide people in the new earth.

II.
(21:2—22:6) The description of the new Jerusalem which will descend to the earth is given to encourage readers to desire to live together with God himself in this enormous city.

Sections here follow the key words relating to John’s seeing: “then I saw” or “I did not see” or “then he showed me” (21: 2, 9, 22; 22:1).

A.
(21:2-8) The purity of the new Jerusalem will be due to God’s presence with man.

B.
(21:9-21) The physical description of the city indicates that it is sufficient size and glory for all the redeemed to want to live there.

1.
(9-10) Identity as the bride

2.
(11-27) Description of parts (from Ryrie, 120-22)

a.
(11) Glory

b.
(12-14) Construction 

c.
(15-17) Measurements 

d.
(18-21) Materials

e.
(22-23) Relation to God

f.
(24-27) Relation to the nations

C.
(22:1-6) The focal point of the city will be the throne of God in glorious light.  

III. (22:7-21) The purpose Christ reminds the readers of His Second Coming is to use reward as a motivation for their service.

Homiletical Exposition  (cyclical inductive form)

Introduction
1.
Arouse Interest: Being on the winning team has its benefits.

2.
Background: The first century church needed encouragement that they were on the winning team, so God gave them the book of Revelation.  This book says, “Since Jesus wins, we do too.”

3.
Raise Curiosity: Christians are on the winning team, so they too will experience benefits.

4.
Subject: What are the benefits we’ll enjoy for being on Christ’s side?  Let’s discuss four:

I.
We will escape God’s judgment and the lake of fire (20:11-15).

II.
We will enjoy a completely renewed outer space and earth (21:1).

III. We will live in the most beautiful city imaginable (21:2—22:6).

IV. We can serve Christ with purpose now since he will reward us at his return  (22:7-21).

Main Idea: The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward if you’re on the winning team!

Come to Christ, the living water (21:6; 22:17)

Serve him with a pure heart and you’ll be rewarded (22:11-12)

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

2. Text

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: 

Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject or CPS: 

4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 

I.


II.


III.


Conclusion

1.  (MI/CPS).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Sermon Outlines in Two Forms
Outline #1: For Bulletin (blanks NOT filled in)
Introduction

1.
Being on the winning team has its benefits.
2.
Subject: What are the __________ we’ll enjoy for being on Christ’s side?  Let’s discuss four:

I.
We will escape God’s __________ and the lake of fire (20:11-15).

II.
We will enjoy a completely __________ outer space and earth (21:1).

III. We will live in the most beautiful __________ imaginable (21:2–22:6).

IV. We can serve Christ with __________ now since he will reward us at his return  (22:7-21).

Conclusion

1.  The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile __________ if you’re on the winning team! (Main Idea)
2.  How should we respond?

a.  Come to Christ, the living water (21:6; 22:17)
b.  Serve him with a pure heart and you’ll be rewarded (22:11-12)

Outline #2: For Service Planning (blanks filled in)
Title:
Our Eternal Home
Text:
Revelation 20:11–22:26
Topic:
Heaven

Subject:
The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward 

Complement:
if you’re on the winning team!

Purpose:
The listeners will translate excitement about going to heaven into more fervent service for Christ now.

Introduction

1.
Being on the winning team has its benefits.
2.
Subject: What are the benefits we’ll enjoy for being on Christ’s side?  Let’s discuss four:

I.
We will escape God’s judgment and the lake of fire (20:11-15).

II.
We will enjoy a completely renewed outer space and earth (21:1).

III. We will live in the most beautiful city imaginable (21:2–22:6).

IV. We can serve Christ with purpose now since he will reward us at his return  (22:7-21).

Conclusion

1.  The New Jerusalem is your worthwhile reward if you’re on the winning team! (Main Idea)
2.  How should we respond?

a.  Come to Christ, the living water (21:6; 22:17)
b.  Serve him with a pure heart and you’ll be rewarded (22:11-12)
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