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5 June 2011 was my final Sunday after serving as pastor-teacher nearly 5 years

Peace in All Situations
Philippians 4:10-23
Topic:
Christ-likeness

Subject:
Peace in every situation

Complement:
comes from imitating Christ’s attitude
Purpose:
The listeners will experience peace in all circumstances by being content with what they have.

Introduction

1. Interest: Some people experience genuine peace, despite their circumstances.  How do they do it?  A carefree temperament?  An easy background?  A difficult background that they had to overcome?

2. Today Susan and I have a great sense of contentment, for today culminates not just the end of an era—but the end of eras for us in many ways.

a) CIC Era: Today is my last Sunday as pastor-teacher of Crossroads International Church—and Susan’s as Women’s Ministry Director.
(1) We were privileged to help begin CIC on 19 November 2006 and legally register on 24 May 2007.  We’ve seen the church become much more international over the years, but, I told you last August—10 months ago—that I would submit my resignation today, so I am holding to this promise.
(2) It is time for CIC to take the next step forward by me handing the baton to someone younger, with more time and energy.  I’m pleased to see that 92% of the voting members placed their confidence that Eric & Rikki DeGrove are God’s team for the next step.
(3) One chief goal, of course, was that I didn’t want to “cross the big pond” for a seven-month home assignment in the USA only until after my replacement was secured—and Lewis wrote Eric with the good news only two days ago!  God is rarely early, but never late!

(4) Susan and I plan to return to Singapore in January where I will continue teaching at Singapore Bible College.  I also must remain officially as elder here at Crossroads until the church can replace me so we can retain our legal status with three elders, but I am looking forward to more mentoring and teaching other pastors in the region to strengthen the church in Asia.
b) ICS Era: I wrote a letter in November 1991 in our first year in Singapore to request help to start International Community School.

(1) God brought a whole team of five men together—and I didn’t even have to lead this team!

(2) Three years later, in November 1994 when I was the chairman of the board of ICS, we had a significant meeting.  
(3) The school was in its second year and going bankrupt with a $200,000 deficit.  During that meeting, we discussed a Singapore law that said that if a man acted as director of a company that went bankrupt, his employment pass would immediately be cancelled.  
(4) That night, 4 of our 8 board members resigned—most who did not have their children in the school—but honestly, I had little choice.  If ICS failed, there wouldn’t be a school for my kids and I’d need to leave anyway.  So I told them, “I have three young sons, and I believe God’s plan is for each to graduate from ICS.”  

(5) Two days ago, our youngest son John graduated with honors from ICS.  Thanks to those of you who came!

(6) John’s four best friends also graduated with honors.  And as Susan has resigned from the ICS board and we leave the school up to those more trained than us to carry it on, we were surprised to be specifically honored with a plaque for our contributions to ICS as founder, board chairman, board member, librarian, music teacher, art teacher, etc. the past 20 years.  We’ve never received a standing ovation before!
c) Parenting Era: Perhaps our biggest transition now is the close of our 24-year era of parenting.  Crazy John will live in our home for only five more days, then on Saturday we head to the US to join his brothers for a few weeks before college.
3. Need: Do you experience peace and contentment today?

a) My family is at a crossroads, and I can tell you, despite the challenges behind and ahead, there is contentment.

b) Even if you are not at a crossroads, do you have a settled confidence as you look to the future?

c) As the summer break comes, do you look to the fall with hope—in your relationships, job, finances, education and other areas of your life?
4. Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

5. Background: In Philippians 4 we’ve already discussed peace with people (1-3) and peace with God (4-9).  Now we come to peace that continues in these areas (10-23).
6. Preview: Today we’ll see how Paul was content (at peace), then how we can do it too.

7. Text: We’ll focus on Paul’s final verses of Philippians, beginning in 4:10.

8. Transition: From verses 10-20 we see that…

I.  Paul learned that continual peace comes from finding contentment in Christ (4:10-20).

   [Even the Apostle had to grow in a settled satisfaction—and he did it by focusing on Jesus.]
A. He first praised God that their gift showed renewed concern for him now that they could give again (4:10).

1. What does Paul mean that the church had “renewed” their concern for Paul?  What’s the history here?

a) The word here literally means that their concern had “resprouted.”  It’s an agrarian term!

b) When he planted the church in Acts 16 and then moved on to Thessalonica to the south, the church didn’t forget him as they repeatedly sent him gifts.

c) Now, some ten years later, they again sent him money while he was under house arrest and needed to pay rent for his own prison (cf. Acts 28:30-31)!

2. This is a missionary letter, so it’s appropriate for the missionary to thank the supporting church for its sacrificial giving.  Paul does that here.  But he does more than that.

3. I can relate to Paul.  Most of you know that my two older sons haven’t been able to continue college due to lack of funds.  Honestly, Susan and I wondered if our last son—John—would experience the same fate.  John also has felt led to Biola, which is $38,000 annually—and although he earned many scholarships, we lacked $8000 to send him there.  But your generosity made up for this lack, for which we genuinely thank you—especially since this was a church-wide decision rather than one made by the leadership alone.  

B. But Paul’s contentment was unrelated to the gift since Christ enabled him to live above the circumstances (4:11-13).

1. Paul tells them that his contentment is not wrapped up in his financial situation.

a) What encourages me is that Paul learned how to have inner peace regardless of lack of finances.  Isn’t that encouraging—even Paul had to learn contentment?
b) We all love to have money left over at the end of our month.

c) But this encourages me because it means that I, too, can learn contentment even when there is month left over at the end of the money!

2. What does it mean to “be content” (4:11-12)?

a) The original word here aujta¿rkhß, interestingly, puts two words together: aujto/ß  autos (“self”) and aÓrke÷w arkeo (“sufficient”).

b) Robert Lightner, in the Bible Knowledge Commentary, notes, “The Stoics used this word (which occurs only here in the NT) to mean human self-reliance and fortitude, a calm acceptance of life’s pressures. But Paul used it to refer to a divinely bestowed sufficiency, whatever the circumstances.”
c) Does that sound strange to you—one who is content is self-sufficient?  I thought we were supposed to be sufficient in Christ?  

d) Well, it seems to me that he is saying that one who is genuinely content does not rely on someone else to provide that contentment.  If I rely on any other human—even my spouse, kids, parents, friends—anyone else—to be content, then I am not self-sufficient and I am dependent on that other person for my contentment.

e) We never let our kids say, “He makes me so mad” because we told them, “You mean to say that he decides whether you are mad or not?  You said he makes you mad.  I thought you had a choice in the matter!”
f) Likewise, we should never say, “He (or she) makes me so happy (or content).”  This is putting your contentment level on someone else’s shoulders.  I’d rather just be connected to the vine and draw my contentment from Christ.  After all, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

3. So what’s Paul’s secret that he mentions in verse 12?  Verse 13 says it’s Christ!  

a) I tell you, real peace of mind is not found in a bank account.  That can be gambled away, stolen, lost in a recession or accident or medical bill or whatever.

b) Real peace of mind is having the mind of the Prince of Peace!  For in Him only can we do everything!

c) Buddhism teaches that the greatest ideal is to have no desire—this is their greatest desire!  Christianity says, “Desire Christ.”

C. Now the Philippians had eased Paul’s difficulties once again, just as they did when he preached in Macedonia (4:14-16).

1. The church was faithful to support Paul when he ministered in their city.  But they were faithful to go beyond this once he left and ministered in other cities.
2. It’s like what you have done for me.  Even though I’m leaving the church, you still are concerned about the future for my family—for which I really thank God!
D. Paul’s real concern was not the money itself, but that the church would experience God’s faithful provisions when they were faithful (4:17-20).

1. Once again I can identify with Paul in how I feel about you all.  I’ve been in the sand trap at times, but God has always met my needs.  I have lived on financial support for 31 years now, and the Lord has never let me miss a meal, I’ve always had money for rent, for my kid’s schooling, and even some for vacations.  I am amply supplied.

2. But your concern for me is a sign that you also will be concerned for my successor.  If you care for the one who plants, you will also care for the one who waters.

3. And notice that verse 19 is God’s promise in this context—one of faithful support by his people.  As you are faithful to him, God will also take care of all of your needs—for his riches are more glorious than any of us can imagine! 

(So Paul is a great model for us.  And how is he an example?  He basically tells us that…)

II.  Peace and contentment comes from our attitude.

[What we think about decides our satisfaction level—not our circumstances.]
A. Peace and contentment doesn’t come from money.

1. A missionary was once having lunch at a private club with a wealthy, middle-age family.  After the businessman shared his hope of being financially independent in 5 years at age 46, the missionary said, “Sounds like you have more money than when you were married.  My wife and I have less!”  

2. Yet if you could have just looked at them sitting at that table.  The businessman was exhausted and slouching in his chair, having beat his way around several southeast Asian countries over the past week with no time for his family.  On the other hand, the missionary was the one who was more content!

B. Can you say with Paul, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances”?  Why?  or why not?

1. If you aren’t content or at peace right now, why aren’t you?

2. Now don’t tell me about your situation—unlike Paul…

a) I know you haven’t been in prison the past two years at your own expense.

b) You probably haven’t traveled continually around the continent by foot and sailing ship for 15 years, spending a night and day in the open sea, receiving the 39 lashes three times, with stones thrown at you from people intent on killing you.  In other words, Paul had far more challenges than you or me—yet was still content!
3. Paul’s point is that it is not your situation that determines if you are at peace or not.  It’s your attitude—your focus.
(OK, time to sum up this text.  And how?)

Conclusion

1. Peace in every situation comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (Main Idea).  

2. Restatement: Today’s text shows us that one of the wonderful results of seeking the attitude of Christ is peace and contentment in any situation in life
3. Paul finished his letter by greeting the believers in Philippi and sending greetings from Rome, especially from believers in the emperor Nero’s household (4:21-23).

4. How can I summarize this whole series on Philippians for you?

a) Mimic the Master!

b) In every situation ask, “What would Jesus do?” and then do it!

c) Strain towards Christlikeness more than any other prize!

d) And these results will follow: joy (1), humility (2), protection (3), and peace (4).
5. Sing “Seekers of Your Heart”

6. Let’s be people of peace for others (story called “Just Stay”)
a) A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside.

b) "Your son is here," she said to the old man. 

c) She had to repeat the words several times before the patient's eyes opened.

d) Heavily sedated because of the pain of his heart attack, he dimly saw the young uniformed Marine standing outside the oxygen tent. He reached out his hand. The Marine wrapped his toughened fingers around the old man's limp ones, squeezing a message of love and encouragement.

e) The nurse brought a chair so that the Marine could sit beside the bed. All through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lighted ward, holding the old man's hand and offering him words of love and strength. Occasionally, the nurse suggested that the Marine move away and rest awhile. 

f) He refused. Whenever the nurse came into the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises of the hospital - the clanking of the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night staff members exchanging greetings, the cries and moans of the other patients.

g) Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying man said nothing, only held tightly to his son all through the night.

h) Along towards dawn, the old man died. The Marine released the now lifeless hand he had been holding and went to tell the nurse. While she did what she had to do, he waited.

i) Finally, she returned. She started to offer words of sympathy, but the Marine interrupted her.

j) "Who was that man?" he asked. 

k) The nurse was startled, "He was your father," she answered. 

l) "No, he wasn't," the Marine replied. "I never saw him before in my life."

m) "Then why didn't you say something when I took you to him?"

n) "I knew right away there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his son, and his son just wasn’t here.  When I realized that he was too sick to tell whether or not I was his son, knowing how much he needed me, I stayed.  I came here tonight to find a Mr. William Grey.   His son was killed in Iraq today, and I was sent to inform him. What was this gentleman’s name?”
o) The nurse with tears in her eyes answered, “Mr. William Grey…..”
p) The next time someone needs you... just be there.  Stay. 

**************

q) WE ARE NOT HUMAN BEINGS GOING THROUGH A TEMPORARY SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE.
r) WE ARE SPIRITUAL BEINGS GOING THROUGH A TEMPORARY HUMAN EXPERIENCE.
Whatever It Takes (Lanny Wolfe)

There's a voice calling me, from an old rugged tree 
And He whispers draw closer to me 
Leave this world far behind, 
There are new heights to climb 
And a new place in Me you will find 

And whatever it takes, to draw closer to You Lord 
That's what I'd be wiling to do 
And whatever it takes, to be more like you 
That's what I'd be willing to do 

Take my houses and lands, 
Take my dreams and my plans. 
I place my who life in Your hands. 
And if you call me someday, 
To a land far away, 
Lord, I'll go and Your will obey. 

And whatever it takes to draw closer to You, Lord, 
That's what I'll be willing to do. 
And whatever it takes for my will to break, 
That's what I'll be willing to do.

Discussion Questions:

1. What would your life look like at home and work if it was characterized by real peace?  Would you still have problems?  If so, then what would be different?

2. Have you ever been used of God to lead two disunited believers to unity?  Share the experience.

3. Has what your mind thought the past month passed the Philippians 4:8 test?  (What your eyes see will determine your thoughts.)  

4. What habit must you consider rubbish to obey 4:8?

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. In this chapter we’ve already discussed peace with people (1-3) and peace with God (4-9).  Now, finally, we come to peace with ourselves (10-23). 
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Today’s  text shows us that one of the wonderful results of seeking the attitude of Christ is peace and contentment in any situation in life.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. What does Paul mean that the church had “renewed” their concern for Paul (4:10)?  What’s the history here?
a) When he planted the church in Acts 16 and then moved on to Thessalonica to the south, the church didn’t forget him as they repeatedly sent him gifts.

b) Now, some ten years later, they again sent him money while he was under house arrest and needed to pay rent for his own prison (cf. Acts 28:30-31)!

c) The word here literally means that their concern had “resprouted.”  It’s an agrarian term!

2. What does it mean to “be content” (4:11-12)?

a) The original word here aujta¿rkhß, interestingly, puts two words together: aujto/ß  autos (“self) and aÓrke÷w arkeo (“sufficient”).
b) “The Stoics used this word (which occurs only here in the NT) to mean human self-reliance and fortitude, a calm acceptance of life’s pressures. But Paul used it to refer to a divinely bestowed sufficiency, whatever the circumstances” (BKC).
c) Does that sound strange?  One who is content is self-sufficient?  I thought we were supposed to be sufficient in Christ?  

d) Well, it seems to me that he is saying that one who is genuinely content does not rely on someone else to provide that contentment.  If I rely on any other human—even my spouse, kids, parents, friends—anyone else—to be content, then I am not self-sufficient and I am in bondage to that other person for my contentment.

e) I’ve told you before that we always instructed our kids never to say, “He makes me so mad” because we told them, “You mean to say that he decides whether you are mad or not?  You said he makes you mad.  I thought you had a choice in the matter!”
f) Likewise, we should never say, “He (or she) makes me so happy (or content).”  This is putting your contentment level on someone else’s shoulders.  I’d rather just be tied into the vine and draw my contentment from Christ.  After all, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

1. Contentment with the church decision to call Eric DeGrove

2. Contentment at the difficult times at Crossroads
Possible Applications

1. Text

Peace in All Situations
Philippians 4:10-20
Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The way Paul promised continued peace with God and man was by seeking the attitude of Christ.
I.
The way Paul asked his peacemaker to assist in peace between two women was by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

II.  The way Paul promised peace with God was by seeking Christ's attitude through rejoicing and praying in all circumstances, gentleness, and thinking about praiseworthy things (4:4-9).

III.
The way Paul learned to have peace in all circumstances was by modeling strength and contentment in Christ, who is the church’s Source of empowerment as well (4:10-23).

A. Paul thanked the church for their financial gift that met his needs in prison but noted that his contentment came only from Christ (4:10-20).
1. He praised God for their gift that showed their concern for him now that they were able to give again (4:10).
2. Paul’s contentment was unrelated to the gift since Christ enabled him to live above the circumstances (4:11-13).

3. The Philippians eased Paul’s difficulties once again, just as they did when he preached in Macedonia (4:14-16).

4. His real concern was not the money itself, but that the church would experience God’s faithful provisions when they were faithful (4:17-20).

B. Paul greeted the believers in Philippi and sent greetings from Rome, especially from believers in the emperor Nero’s household (4:21-23).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: Some people experience genuine peace, despite their circumstances.  
2. Need: Do you experience peace and contentment today?
3. Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?
4. Background: In this chapter we’ve discussed peace with man and peace with God.  Now, finally, we come to peace with ourselves…

5. Preview: We’re going to see how Paul was content, then how we can do it too.
6. Text: We’ll focus on Paul’s final verses of Philippians, beginning in 4:10.
7. Transition: From verses 10-20 we see that…
I.  Paul learned that continual peace comes from finding contentment in Christ (4:10-20).

A. He praised God that their gift showed renewed concern for him now that they could give again (4:10).

B. Paul’s contentment was unrelated to the gift since Christ enabled him to live above the circumstances (4:11-13).

C. The Philippians eased Paul’s difficulties once again, just as they did when he preached in Macedonia (4:14-16).

D. His real concern was not the money itself, but that the church would experience God’s faithful provisions when they were faithful (4:17-20).

II.  Peace and contentment comes from our attitude.

A. Peace and contentment doesn’t come from money.

B. Can you say with Paul, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances”?  Why?  or why not?

Conclusion

1. Peace in every situation comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (M.I.).

2. Are you seeking Christ’s attitude—“Whatever It Takes”?
Christ-like Peace

Philippians 4

Introduction
Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

I.
Peace with people sometimes requires a peacemaker.

A.
Paul asks his peacemaker to assist in peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

B.
Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to unity.

II.
Peace with God must still be maintained after salvation.

A.
Paul promises peace with God from seeking Christ's attitude through rejoicing and praying in all circumstances, gentleness, and thinking about praiseworthy things (4:4-9).

B.
Our peace with God is also dependent on these same things.

III.
Peace in all circumstances is a learned skill from seeking the attitude of Christ.

A.
Paul learned to have peace in all circumstances to model strength and contentment in Christ, who is the church’s Source of empowerment as well (4:10-20).

B.
Peace and contentment comes from our spiritual—not financial situation.

Main Idea: Continued peace with God and man comes from seeking the attitude of Christ.

Discussion Questions:
1. What would your life look like at home and work if it was characterized by real peace?  Would you still have problems?  If so, then what would be different?

2. Have you ever been used of God to lead two disunited believers to unity?  Share the experience.

3. Has what your mind thought the past month passed the Philippians 4:8 test?  (What your eyes see will determine your thoughts.)  

4. What habit must you consider rubbish to obey 4:8?

Worship Planning (Bulletin filled in)

Peace in All Situations

Philippians 4:10-23

Introduction

1. Interest: Some people experience genuine peace, despite their circumstances.  

2. Need: Do you experience peace and contentment today?

3. Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

4. Background: In this chapter we’ve discussed peace with man and peace with God.  Now, finally, we come to peace with ourselves…

5. Preview: We’re going to see how Paul was content, then how we can do it too.

6. Text: We’ll focus on Paul’s final verses of Philippians, beginning in 4:10.

7. Transition: From verses 10-20 we see that…

I.  Paul learned that continual peace comes from finding contentment in Christ (4:10-20).

A. He praised God that their gift showed renewed concern for him now that they could give again (4:10).

B. Paul’s contentment was unrelated to the gift since Christ enabled him to live above the circumstances (4:11-13).

C. The Philippians eased Paul’s difficulties once again, just as they did when he preached in Macedonia (4:14-16).

D. His real concern was not the money itself, but that the church would experience God’s faithful provisions when they were faithful (4:17-20).

II.  Peace and contentment comes from our attitude.

A. Peace and contentment doesn’t come from money.

B. Can you say with Paul, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances”?  Why?  or why not?

Conclusion

1. Peace in every situation comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (Main Idea).

2. Are you seeking Christ’s attitude—“Whatever It Takes”?

Worship Planning (Bulletin Blanks)
Peace in All Situations

Philippians 4:10-23

Introduction

1. Do you experience peace and contentment today?

2. After salvation, how do you have ____________ peace with God and man?

I.   Paul ____________ that continual peace comes from finding contentment in ____________ (4:10-20).

A. He praised God that their gift showed renewed concern for him now that they could give again (4:10).

B. Paul’s contentment was unrelated to the gift since Christ enabled him to live above the circumstances (4:11-13).

C. The Philippians eased Paul’s difficulties once again, just as they did when he preached in Macedonia (4:14-16).

D. His real concern was not the money itself, but that the church would experience God’s faithful provisions when they were faithful (4:17-20).

II.  Peace and contentment comes from our ____________.

A. Peace and contentment doesn’t come from money.

B. Can you say with Paul, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances”?  Why?  or why not?

Conclusion

1. Peace in every situation comes from seeking the ____________ of Christ (Main Idea).

2. Are you seeking Christ’s attitude?
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