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Christ-like Peace

Philippians 4:1-9

Topic:
Peace

Subject:
Continued peace with God and man

Complement:
comes from imitating Christ’s attitude

Purpose:
The listeners will experience peace with others by reconciling relationships and with God by obeying four commands.

Introduction

1. There’s a lot of talk about peace today—especially with Osama bin Laden’s death this past week.  But racism and man’s stubborn heart still gets in the way.

a) Actually peace has been attained in only 8% of recorded history.  In over 3100 years of recorded history, only 286 have been without war and 8000 treaties have been broken during this time! (Tan 4285)
b) In 1990 Mikhail Gorbachev won the Nobel Peace Prize, but he sent a representative to collect it for him.  Why couldn’t he accept it personally?  He had to stay in Russia to try to squelch uprisings in several republics!  What irony!  The winner of the Peace Prize couldn’t collect it due to national turmoil! (PEACE claimed but not actual)
c) One American government official commented on the USA’s capital city by saying, “Washington DC has a large assortment of peace monuments.  We build one after every war!” (PEACE unrealized in our world)
2. One of the most wonderful results of becoming a Christian is finding genuine peace.

a) Peace sure was a real find for me in my own life!

(1) I remember vividly how I decorated my room around 12 years old.  This was in the late 60s when peace and love were really big themes in the states.

(2) I painted one wall of my room in four different colors, made a stencil for a large “peace sign” and then spray painted a bright, fluorescent orange “peace sign” on the wall.  (I did the same for the word “love” too.)

(3) Then I put a black light (fluorescent) above the head of my bed, turned off the lights and looked up at the wall.  I think I even said words like “cool,” “groovy,” and “far out” as well!

(4) What was I saying through all this?  I was, in my own youthful way, expressing my desire for peace—not peace in Vietnam where my dad was a fighter pilot, but peace inside me.

(5) I was plagued with a sense of anxiety and insecurity that was resolved only at age 13 when I trusted Christ with my life.

b) Didn’t you also experience a sense of peace when you believed in Christ?

(1) For some here, Christ brought peace in your marriage.

(2) For others, He has brought peace with your parents.

(3) Now you have a settled inner joy that you didn’t have before trusting Christ.

3. Yet believers don’t always experience peace in their daily lives, do they?

a) Sometimes we end up in conflict with other Christians.

b) Sometimes we’re filled with anxiety over finances or sin.

c) Sometimes the church is not an arena of peace but of war!   Can you relate?

4. Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

5. Preview: Philippians 4 provides hope for those of us who are not completely at peace with our friends (1-3), our God (4-9), or ourselves (10-20).  We’ll look at the first two in this message and the last one in our final message on Philippians.

6. The first way to have peace with others is that…

I. Peace with people sometimes requires a peacemaker (4:1-3).

[To continue harmonious relationships, at times the assistance of a wise third party is needed.]

A. Paul asks his peacemaker to bring peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

1. This is the only time these two women are noted in the Bible—because they fought one another!  How would you like to have your name in the Bible for that reason?

a) I can just see it when we get to heaven and meet all these people we’ve read about in Scripture.

b) “Oh, so you’re Paul?  Pleased to meet you!”

c) “Wow!  Abraham!  You look so young!”

d) “Hello, ladies.  You’re whom?  Euodia and Syntyche?  Hmmm, those names sound familiar.  Hey, you’re mentioned in the Bible, aren’t you?”

e) “Ah, well, yes,” they reply sheepishly.

2. What makes this issue all the more interesting is the names of these women.

a) “Euodia” means “good (eu) journey (o[doj) or “prosperous journey.”

b) “Syntyche” means “pleasant acquaintance”—“the unexpected coinciding of two events” (suntuci÷a BDAG).  It also is a compound word, combining the words “together” and “chance”—the word for “chance” being the greeting that pagans used to greet one another: “Oh, ‘fortune’ to see you!”

c) Now, if you put the names of these two ladies together, you have “what a good trip to chance upon us being together.”  Seriously!

d) To the people of the church in Philippi these Eudoia and Syntyche were evidently “Odious” and “Soon Touchy”!

3. We don’t know what the issue was between these ladies—who was right, how long this had gone on, or anything else.  

4. But we can be sure for this to be noted by Paul in a public letter that the issue was certainly known to the congregation.  Paul probably didn’t know the details of the situation either, so he wisely did not take sides.

5. We need to ask ourselves whether it’s more important to be right or to be right with others.  So much of the trouble lies here!

6. Anyway, the point is that these ladies were not at peace with each other, so Paul asked the unnamed key man in the church (“loyal yokefellow”) to help these women be at peace with each other.

7. Presumably they had already gone through the first step of the church discipline process where a private meeting between them was unsuccessful.  Now it was time for a third party to get involved.

8. This unnamed peacemaker is told to stand firm (4:1) and to “help these women” (4:3)—as every human battle is in reality a battle in the spiritual realm.

B. Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to unity.

1. In fact, tomorrow I have a meeting with two believers who used to be the best of friends, but lately have grown apart and haven’t spoken to each other for a while.  I have been counseling one of them to make things right, but this person feels that the other one just twists things the first one has said.  Since I have a good relationship with both of them, God has put me into a unique situation to help.

2. My wife and I are presently trying to help several people reconcile with others: one going through a divorce, one who is disgruntled with church, on and on…

3. Is God leading you to be a soothing ointment to bring other believers to unity?

(So peace with people can come when both parties seek to be like Christ—and a mediator often helps in the process.  Now let’s turn our attention to another type of peace…)

II.
Peace with God comes from mimicking Christ’s attitude in 4 ways (4:4-9).

[If we seek to imitate Jesus in these 4 ways then we will have a settled relationship with God.]


Notice how God’s peace is repeated in verses 4-9. Verse 7 says the peace of God results from prayer. Verse 9 says the peace of God results from practicing Paul’s pointers.

A. Rejoice always (4:4).

1. We already discussed the difference between happiness and joy back in chapter 1—so we know that Paul doesn’t mean we should always have a happy-go-lucky, naïve smile on our face.

2. “Rejoice” means to—as an act of the will—have a settled conviction that God is in control and that He’s using whatever the circumstances are to conform us to his Son.  That’s what I think it means to rejoice “in the Lord”!

3. And Paul said to “rejoice always”—a reminder that the Philippians were not limited to their circumstances—good thing, for they were facing some tough problems:

a) Worry about whether Paul was alive or dead (1:15f.)

b) People opposing them (1:28)

c) Disunity and selfishness in the body (2:1-4)

d) Concern for Epaphroditus’ health (2:25-30)

e) Legalists biting at them like dogs (3:2)

f) Libertines indulging their flesh (3:18)

g) People arguing in their church (4:2)

4. Actually, how do we expect to experience God’s peace unless he allows things to become difficult enough to trust Him?  

a) Once during an Apollo spacecraft lift off, each of the astronauts had their pulse rates monitored.  The results showed their pulse normal just prior to takeoff—and after liftoff their rates remained constant.  

b) What would you do in that situation?  I’d be excited!  “Whoa!  Look out the window!   The booster just flew off!  We’re headed to outer space!”

c) But these astronauts? “Spaceship to control (ho hum)…takeoff successful” or “Hey, Fred…why don’t you wake up Charlie over there.  Charlie, wake up.”  No, these men were trained—well trained.

d) This is how God desires us to be spiritually—confident in His control, trained to trust Him, given to peace (Chuck Swindoll radio broadcast).

5. Would you believe that some of the most difficult times in my life have been when I had the greatest sense of joy?  I mean it!  

a) I remember once when I was just out of college and zealous to become a missionary.  But my home church refused to support me—and even made me promise not to solicit funds from anyone in the body!  Yet God gave me an unexplainable peace that sustained me.

b) Consider the hurricane.  On the surface of the sea the violent winds wreck absolute havoc and chaos.  Yet a mere 8 meters below, the waters are clear and calm, the little fish swim about and say, “Hurricane?  What hurricane?” and are totally unaware of the tumult going on above them.  When there is depth, there is peace.  So it is in the Christian life.
6. How do I practically seek to rejoice?  What I seek to do is, whenever a tough trial comes my way, I ask myself, “What can I learn from this that will make me more like Jesus?” or more specifically, “Which character trait of Christ is God trying to build into my life right now?”

a) Does God want me to be patient like Jesus?

b) As loving as Christ? 

c) Am I to seek to be as fair to others as Christ?

d) If you can genuinely ask that question, I believe you will genuinely rejoice like Paul commands here.

(You also experience God’s peace when you commit yourself to…)

B. Be gentle with others (4:5).

1. The concept of being forbearing means considering others even if you have been treated unjustly—for “genuine Christian joy is not inward-looking” (Silva, 224).

2. I can think of no better story to demonstrate an outward-looking perspective than the story of Telemachus… (Swindoll, Living on the Ragged Edge, 109-110)

3. Is there a Telemachus here today?  Can you imagine the impact you could have by showing the gentleness of Christ?   “Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.”  Do you cling to your rights or show gentleness to all?

4. Jesus was gentle—if he lived today, how do you think He would drive?

a) Do you think he’d tailgate people and flash his lights?

b) OPTIONAL STORY: When I was a teenager I was really wrestling with this issue of how Jesus would drive today…

(1) It wasn’t that I was a hot-rodder.  I just hadn’t felt speed limits were that important.  I’d drive 5-10 kilometers an hour over the posted signs…

(2) But the first week of every month, my church took the Lord’s Supper.  And one week as I evaluated myself, the Lord brought to mind this issue of driving the speed limit.  I remember saying to Him, “But Lord, have you seen how ridiculously slow some of these speed limits are?  Even the police don’t expect me to drive that slow!”  But since I hadn’t given this issue over and was still struggling with it, I let the plate pass.

(3) Four weeks passed and I had forgotten about it—until the next Lord’s Supper.  Again my conscience pricked me.  I felt like God was saying, “So you want to be the boss, huh?  You want to determine which of my laws you will follow?”  I still struggled with it, so I let the Supper pass again.

(4) But another month quickly came—and another Lord’s Supper too!  I began to realize that I had three options:

(a) One was to reject God’s prompts and take the Supper irreverently.

(b) Another was to deal with the issue—confess my sin and partake it.

(c) A third option was never to take the Lord’s Supper ever again!

(d) I didn’t like any of the options, so I let the plate pass a third time.  

(5) In fact, I was so disturbed about this issue I went to my pastor for counsel.  I asked him, “If Jesus lived today and drove a car, do you think He would drive the speed limit?”

(6) He’d never been asked that question before in a counseling session!  But he did say, “Well, it does sound like the Christian thing to do.”

(7) That settled it for me, so I finally committed this issue the Lord, promising Him that I would seek to drive like Christ the rest of my life, including the speed limit.  This has been especially challenged on the highways of Arizona and New Mexico where the desert stretches for a hundred kilometers without a soul!  But while I have failed for brief times, basically I’ve kept this promise to the Lord.  Why?  I want God’s gentleness—and his peace!

(You also experience God’s peace when you…)

C. Pray in all circumstances (4:6-7).

1. I love the flow of these two verses.  Simply put, it’s this: replace worry with prayer and enjoy God’s peace.

2. Prayer is too often our last resort—and worry is our first!

3. How many times have you just fretted over a problem for hours, days, weeks, months, even years—until at last you got on your knees and committed it to Him? 

a) I did this in my single days—I wanted to get married so much!

b) I too often wondered much too early whether a girl was a potential wife.  Once I even mentioned this to a girl on our first date—it was our last too!

c) Then I met this woman I wanted to really marry.  That’s about all I thought about—until finally one day I prayed and really committed this area to the Lord, telling Him that my satisfaction is in Him alone—and that I would gladly remain single the rest of my life.

d) For the first time I had God’s peace in my heart!  And you know what?  Two weeks later Susan’s heart turned toward me!

4. There exists a direct relationship between prayer and God’s peace.  No prayer, no peace.  Prayer…peace.

(The last of these four ways to experience God’s peace is to…)

D. Think wholesome thoughts (4:8-9).

1. This is also food for a whole sermon—but just look at the list of what we’re supposed to think about—and notice the result if we do it in verse 9: “The God of peace will be with you.”

2. Question: What percentage of TV shows and movies pass this test?  Really!  What percentage?  That’s the percentage of programming you should expose yourself and your kids to.

3. We wonder why there’s turmoil in our homes, no peace.  Just look at the input we’re getting (read TV cartoon).

4. When our boys were 4, 7, and 10 my wife Susan wrote Psalm 101:2b-3a (an OT parallel to Phil. 4:8) on a card: “I will walk in my house with a blameless heart.  I will set before my eyes no vile thing.”  Then she placed it on top of our TV set as a reminder to watch only those shows that Jesus Himself would watch.  Certainly the list in Philippians 4:8 describes the mind of Christ!  Not a bad idea?

(So what’s the point of Philippians 4:1-9?)

Conclusion

1. Continued peace with God and man comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (M.I.).

2. How’s your peace level today?  If we could put an electronic “peace monitor” on you, would it be serenely quiet or give a kwkskskwks warning sound?  If so…

a) Would it warn you about lack of peace with someone else?  Could there possibly be a Euodia and Syntyche here in this room?

b) Or would the “peace monitor” show anxiety instead of peace towards God?

3. Our peace with God is dependent on obeying the 4 commands in 4:4-9:

a) Rejoice: You can’t have His peace and grumble at the same time.

b) Be Gentle: You can’t abuse others and expect God to be gentle with you.

c) Pray: Peace and prayer go together.

d) Wholesome thoughts: God gives peace to those with minds stayed in Him.

4. May the God of peace be with you!
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Christ-like Peace

Philippians 4

Topic:
Christ-likeness

Subject:
Continued peace with God and man

Complement:
comes from seeking the attitude of Christ

Purpose:
The listeners will experience peace with others by reconciling relationships and with God by being content with what they have.

Introduction

1. There’s a lot of talk about peace today.

a) Actually peace has been attained in only 8% of recorded history.  In over 3100 years of recorded history, only 286 have been without war and 8000 treaties have been broken during this time! (Tan 4285)

b) In 1990 Mikel Gorbachov won the Nobel Peace Prize.  Unfortunately, he sent a representative to collect it for him.  Why couldn’t he accept it personally?  He had to stay in Russia to try to squelch uprisings within several republics!  What irony!  The winner of the Peace Prize couldn’t collect it due to national turmoil! (PEACE claimed but not actual)

c) One American government official commented on the USA’s capital city by saying, “Washington DC has a large assortment of peace monuments.  We build one after every war!” (PEACE unrealized in our world)

2. One of the most wonderful results of becoming a Christian is finding genuine peace.

a) Peace sure was a real find for me in my own life!

(1) I remember vividly how I decorated my room as a 10-13 year old.  This was in the late 60s when the themes of peace and love were really big in the states.

(2) I painted one wall of my room in four different colors, made a stencil for a large “peace sign” and then spray painted a bright, fluorescent orange “peace sign” on the wall.  (I did the same for the word “love” too.)

(3) Then I put a black light (fluorescent) above the head of my bed, turned off the lights and looked up at the wall.  I think I even said words like “cool,” “groovy,” and “far out” as well!

(4) What was I saying through all this?  I was, in my own youthful way, expressing my desire for peace—not peace in Vietnam where my dad was a fighter pilot, but peace inside me.

(5) I was plagued with a sense of anxiety and insecurity that was resolved only at age 13 when I trusted Christ with my life.

b) Didn’t you also experience a sense of peace when you believed in Christ?

(1) For some here, Christ brought peace in your marriage (old man’s testimony in PEACE with people, how to maintain).

(2) For others, He has brought peace with your parents.

(3) Maybe you have experienced a settled inner joy that you didn’t have before trusting Christ.

3. Yet believers don’t always experience peace in their daily lives, do they?

a) Sometimes we end up in conflict with other Christians.

b) Sometimes we’re filled with anxiety over finances or sin.

c) Sometimes the church is not an arena of peace but of war!

d) Can you relate?

4. Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

5. Philippians 4 provides hope for those of us who are not completely at peace with our friends (1-3), our God (4-9), or ourselves (10-20).  

I. Peace with people sometimes requires a peacemaker.

[To continue harmonious relationships, at times the assistance of a wise third party is needed.]

A. Paul asks his peacemaker to assist in peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

1. This is the only time these two women are mentioned in the Bible—because they fought one another!  How would you like to have your name in the Bible for that reason?

a) I can just see it when we get to heaven and meet all these people we’ve read about in Scripture.

b) “Oh, so you’re Paul?  Pleased to meet you!”

c) “Wow!  Abraham!  You look so young!”

d) “Hello, ladies.  You’re whom?  Euodia and Syntyche?  Hmmm, those names sound familiar.  Hey, you’re mentioned in the Bible, aren’t you?”

e) “Ah, well, yes,” they reply sheepishly.

2. What makes this issue all the more interesting is the names of these women.

a) “Euodia” means “good (eju) journey (oJdos) or “good road.”  (My NASB note says “sweet smelling fragrance” from “odor”!)

b) “Syntyche” means “chance together”!

c) To the people of the church in Philippi these women may have been “Odious” and “Soon Touchy”!

3. We don’t know what the issue was between these ladies, who was right, how long this had gone on, or anything else.  

4. But we can be sure for this to be noted by Paul in a public letter that the issue was certainly known to the congregation. Paul probably didn’t know the details of the situation either, so he wisely did not take sides.

5. We need to ask ourselves whether it’s more important to be right or to be right with others.  So much of the trouble lies here!

6. Anyway, the point is that these ladies were not at peace with each other, so Paul asked the unnamed key man in the church (“loyal yokefellow”) to help these women be at peace with each other.

B. Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to unity.

1. Some years ago a Christian friend and I disagreed on some issues.  We talked about them and resolved some of them.  

a) But then he began to shut me out over a couple of months.  I felt we needed to talk to resolve them, so I asked him out to lunch.  He agreed but 5 minutes later came back and I could see a noticeable change on his face.  He told me that he did not want  to meet privately but only with the board of which we were part.  

b) A mutual friend stepped in and even offered for both of us to go to counseling together, but he refused.  

c) When he announced that he was talking to his lawyer, the board had to remove him from the organization.

d) I agonized over that situation!  Especially since we had been such good friends!   But my point is that God led a mutual friend to intervene and offer to pay for our counseling sessions.  In the end it didn’t work out, but I felt that this friend was a “loyal yokefellow” to me.

e) In all honesty I sought to act as much like Christ as possible in this situation—but I learned that it takes two to make peace (cf. Rom. 12:18).

2. My wife and I are presently trying to help a Christian couple whose marriage we see disintegrating.  

3. I wonder if God is leading you to be a soothing ointment to bring other believers to unity?

(So peace with others can come when both parties seek to be like Christ—and a mediator often helps in the process.  Now let’s turn our attention to another type of peace…)

II.
Peace with God comes from mimicking Christ’s attitude.

[If we seek to imitate Jesus then we will have a settled relationship with God.]

A. Notice how the “peace of God” is repeated in verses 4-9…

1. Verse 7 says the peace of God results from prayer.

2. Verse 9 says the peace of God results from practicing Paul’s pointers.

(Having God’s peace is not that difficult to obtain!)

B. Paul promises God’s peace by following four simple principles (4:4-9).

1. Rejoice always (4:4).

a) We already discussed the difference between happiness and joy back in chapter 1—so we know that Paul doesn’t mean we should always have a happy-go-lucky, naive smile on our face.

b) What I think this means is to have a settled conviction that God is in control and that He’s using whatever the circumstances are to conform us to his Son.  That’s what I think it means to rejoice “in the Lord”!

c) And Paul said to do this “always”—a timely reminder that the Philippians’ disposition was not limited to their circumstances—good thing, for they were facing some tough problems:

(1) Worry about whether Paul was alive or dead (1:15f.)

(2) Disunity and selfishness in the body (2:1-4)

(3) Concern for Epaphroditus’ health (2:25-30)

(4) People opposing them (1:28)

(5) Legalists biting at them like dogs (3:2)

(6) Others encouraging them to indulge their flesh (3:18)

(7) People arguing in their church (4:2)

d) Actually, how do we expect to experience God’s peace unless he allows things to become difficult enough to trust Him?  (Apollo astronauts pulse in PEACE comes through training)

e) Would you believe me that some of the most difficult times in my life have been times when I had the greatest sense of joy?  I mean it!  I remember once when I was just out of college and zealous to become a missionary.  But my home church refused to support me—and even made me promise not to solicit funds from anyone in the body!

(1) PEACE hurricane’s eye demonstrates

(2) PEACE hurricane’s underwater stillness demonstrates

f) How do I practically seek to rejoice?  What I seek to do is, whenever a tough trial comes my way, I ask myself, “What can I learn from this that will make me more like Jesus?” or more specifically, “Which character trait of Christ is God trying to build into my life right now?”

(1) Does God want me to be patient like Jesus?

(2) As loving as Christ? 

(3) Am I to seek to be as fair to others as Christ?

(4) If you can genuinely ask that question, I believe you will genuinely rejoice like Paul commands here.

(You also experience God’s peace when you commit yourself to…)

2. Be gentle with others (4:5).

a) The concept of being forbearing means considering others even if you have been treated unjustly—for “genuine Christian joy is not inward-looking” (Silva, 224).

b) I can think of no better story to demonstrate an outward-looking perspective than the story of Telemachus… (Swindoll, Living on the Ragged Edge, 109-110)

c) Do you cling to your rights or show gentleness to all?

d) Jesus was gentle—if he was driving on the PIE today, how do you think He would drive?

(1) Do you think he’d tailgate people and flash his lights?

(2) Do you think he’d drive 100 KPH until he gets just before the BKE and slow down all of a sudden?

(3) When I was a teenager I was really wrestling with this issue of how Jesus would drive today…

(a) It wasn’t that I was a hot-rodder, but I just hadn’t felt speed limits were that important.  I’d generally drive 5-10 kilometers an hour over the posted signs…

(b) But every first week of the month, my church would take the Lord’s Supper.  And one week as I evaluated myself, the Lord brought to mind this issue of driving the speed limit.  I remember saying to Him, “But Lord, have you seen how ridiculously slow some of these speed limits are?  Even the police don’t expect me to drive that slow!”  But since I hadn’t given this issue over and was still struggling with it, I let the plate pass.

(c) Four weeks passed and I had forgotten about the issue—until the next Lord’s Supper.  Again my conscience pricked me.  I felt like God was saying, “So you want to be the boss, huh?  You want to determine which of my laws you will follow?”  I still struggled with this, so I didn’t take the Lord’s Supper again.

(d) But another month quickly came—and another Lord’s Supper too!  I began to realize that I had three options:

(i) One was to reject God’s promptings and take the Supper irreverently.

(ii) Another was to deal with the issue—confess my sin so I could take it again.

(iii) A third option was never to take the Lord’s Supper ever again!

(iv) I didn’t like any of the options, so I let the plate pass a third time.  

(e) In fact, I was so disturbed about this issue I went to my pastor for counsel.  I asked him, “If Jesus lived today and drove a car, do you think He would drive the speed limit?”

(f) He’d never been asked that question before in a counseling session!  But he did say, “Well, it does sound like the Christian thing to do.”

(g) That settled it for me, so I finally committed this issue the Lord, promising Him that I would seek to drive like Christ the rest of my life, including the speed limit.  This has been especially challenged on the highways of Arizona and New Mexico where the desert stretches for a hundred kilometers without a soul!  But while I have failed for brief times, basically I’ve kept this promise to the Lord.

(You also experience God’s peace when you…)

3. Pray in all circumstances (4:6-7).

a) I love the flow of these two verses.  Simply put, it’s this: don’t worry, but pray, and enjoy God’s peace.

b) Prayer is too often our last resort—and worry is our first!

c) There’s enough in these two verses for a whole sermon, but I think if you focus on prayer leading us to God’s peace, you’ll get the big picture.

d) How many times have you just fretted over a problem for hours, days, weeks, months, even years—until at last you got on your knees and committed it to Him? 

(1) I did this in my single days—I wanted to get married so much!

(2) I too often wondered much too early whether a girl was a potential wife.  Once I even mentioned this to a girl on our first date—it was our last too!

(3) Then I met this woman I wanted to really marry.  That’s about all I thought about—until finally one day I prayed and really committed this area to the Lord, telling Him that my satisfaction is in Him alone—and that I would gladly remain single the rest of my life.

(4) For the first time I had God’s peace in my heart!  And you know what?  Two weeks later Susan’s heart turned toward me!

e) You’ve heard much on prayer.  I only want to remind you of the direct relationship between prayer and God’s peace.  No prayer, no peace.  Prayer…peace.

(The last of these four ways to experience God’s peace is to…)

4. Think about praiseworthy things (4:8-9).

a) This is also food for a whole sermon—but just look at the list of what we’re supposed to think about—and notice the result if we do it in verse 9: “The God of peace will be with you.”

b) Question: What percentage of the shows on Singapore TV passes this test?  Really!  What percentage?  That’s the percentage of programming you should be watching.

c) We wonder why there’s turmoil in our homes, no peace.  Just look at the input we’re getting (show TV cartoon).

d) Last year my wife Susan wrote Psalm 101:2b-3a (an OT parallel to Phil. 4:8) on a card: “I will walk in my house with a blameless heart.  In will set before my eyes no vile thing.”  Then she placed it on top of his TV set as a reminder to watch only those shows which Jesus Himself would watch.  Certainly the list in Philippians 4:8 describes the mind of Christ!  What do you think?  Not a bad idea?

(So these are four ways Paul gave the Philippians to experience God’s peace: rejoice, be gentle, pray, think wholesomely…)

C. Our peace with God is also dependent on following these same principles.

1. You can’t have His peace and grumble at the same time.

2. You can’t abuse others and expect God to be gentle with you.

3. Peace and prayer go together.

4. God grants His peace to those whose minds are stayed in Him.

(In this chapter we’ve discussed peace with man and peace with God.  Now, finally, we come to peace with ourselves…)

III. Peace in all circumstances is a learned skill from seeking the attitude of Christ.

[We educate ourselves how to have continual peace by asking, “What is Jesus’ view on this?”]

A. Paul learned that continual peace comes from finding contentment in Christ (4:10-20).

1. This is a missionary letter, so it’s appropriate for the missionary to thank the home church for its support.  Paul does that here.  But he does more than that.

2. Paul tells them that his contentment is not wrapped up in his financial situation.

a) What encourages me is that Paul learned how to have inner peace regardless of lack of finances.

b) This encourages me because it means that I, too, can learn contentment even when there was more month left over at the end of the money!

3. And what’s Paul’s secret that he mentions in verse 12?  Verse 13 says it’s Christ!  

a) I tell you, real peace of mind is not found in a bank account.  That can be gambled away, stolen, or whatever.

b) Real peace of mind is having the mind of the Prince of Peace!  For in Him only can we do everything!

c) Buddhism teaches that the greatest ideal is to have no desire—this is their greatest desire!  Christianity says, “Desire Christ.”

(But remember that…)

B. Peace and contentment for us comes from our spiritual—not financial situation.

1. A missionary was once having lunch at the British Club with a wealthy, middle-age family.  After the businessman shared his hope of being financially independent in 5 years at age 46, the missionary said, “Sounds like you have more money than when you were married.  My wife and I have less!”  

2. Yet if you could have just looked at them sitting at that table.  The businessman was exhausted and slouching in his chair, having beat his way around several southeast Asian countries over the past week with no time for his family.  On the other hand, the missionary was the one who was more content!

3. Can you say with Paul, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances”?  Why?  or why not?

(What’s the point of this final chapter of Philippians?)

Conclusion

1. Continued peace with God and man comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (M.I.).

2. How’s your peace level this morning?  If we could put an electronic “peace monitor” on you, would it be serenely quiet or give a kwkskskwks warning sound?  If so…

a) Would it be warning you about lack of peace with someone else?  Could there possibly be a Euodia and Syntyche here in this room?

b) Or would the “peace monitor” show anxiety instead of peace towards God?

c) Or, thirdly, is your peace lacking in your own attitude towards God’s provision for you?  Are you genuinely content with what you have?

3. What solution would I recommend?  

a) Do what Jesus would do in your situation.

b) Make your standard of comparison Jesus rather than any other person.

(1) We tend to compare ourselves with other schools, businesses, principals, teachers, students, etc.

(2) I recommend to my students never to share their grades with other students.  This protects them from pride if their grades are better and it protects them from inferiority if their grades are lower.  

(3) The real issue is whether we are doing our best for the Master.

4. How can I summarize this whole week’s messages for you?

a) Mimic the Master!

b) In every situation ask, “What would Jesus do?” and then do it!

c) Strain towards Christlikeness more than any other prize!

d) And what will result from being kiasu for Christ?

(1) Joy

(2) Humility

(3) Protection

(4) Peace

5. “Whatever It Takes”

6. May the God of peace be with you!

Discussion Questions:

1. What would your life look like at home and work if it was characterized by real peace?  Would you still have problems?  If so, then what would be different?

2. Have you ever been used of God to lead two disunited believers to unity?  Share the experience.

3. Has what your mind thought the past month passed the Philippians 4:8 test?  (What your eyes see will determine your thoughts.)  

4. What habit must you consider rubbish to obey 4:8?

 Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1


Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations ILL4

A. Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to unity.

1. Some years ago a Christian friend and I disagreed on some issues.  We talked about them and resolved some of them.  

a) But then he began to shut me out over a couple of months.  I felt we needed to talk to resolve them, so I asked him out to lunch.  He agreed but 5 minutes later came back and I could see a noticeable change on his face.  He told me that he did not want to meet privately but only with the board of which we were part.  

b) A mutual friend stepped in and even offered for both of us to go to counseling together, but he refused.  

c) When he announced that he was talking to his lawyer, the board had to remove him from the organization.

d) I agonized over that situation!  Especially since we had been such good friends!   But my point is that God led a mutual friend to intervene and offer to pay for our counseling sessions.  In the end it didn’t work out, but I felt that this friend was a “loyal yokefellow” to me.

e) In all honesty I sought to act as much like Christ as possible in this situation—but I learned that it takes two to make peace (cf. Rom. 12:18).

Christlike Peace

Philippians 4

Introduction
Subject: After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

I.
Peace with people sometimes requires a peacemaker.

A.
Paul asks his peacemaker to assist in peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

B.
Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to unity.

II.
Peace with God must still be maintained after salvation.

A.
Paul promises peace with God from seeking Christ's attitude through rejoicing and praying in all circumstances, gentleness, and thinking about praiseworthy things (4:4-9).

B.
Our peace with God is also dependent on these same things.

III.
Peace in all circumstances is a learned skill from seeking the attitude of Christ.

A.
Paul learned to have peace in all circumstances to model strength and contentment in Christ, who is the church’s Source of empowerment as well (4:10-20).

B.
Peace and contentment for us comes from our spiritual—not financial situation.

Main Idea: Continued peace with God and man comes from seeking the attitude of Christ.

Discussion Questions:
1. What would your life look like at home and work if it was characterized by real peace?  Would you still have problems?  If so, then what would be different?

2. Have you ever been used of God to lead two disunited believers to unity?  Share the experience.

3. Has what your mind thought the past month passed the Philippians 4:8 test?  (What your eyes see will determine your thoughts.)  

4. What habit must you consider rubbish to obey 4:8?

For Worship Planning with Blanks Filled

Introduction

1. There’s a lot of talk about peace today.

2. After salvation, how do you have continued peace with God and man?

3. Philippians 4 provides hope for those of us who are not completely at peace with our friends (1-3), our God (4-9), or ourselves (10-20).

I. Peace with people sometimes requires a peacemaker (4:1-3).

A. Paul asks his peacemaker to bring peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

B. Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to unity.

II.
Peace with God comes from mimicking Christ’s attitude in 4 ways (4:4-9).

Notice how God’s peace is repeated in verses 4-9. Verse 7 says the peace of God results from prayer. Verse 9 says the peace of God results from practicing Paul’s pointers.

A. Rejoice always (4:4).

B. Be gentle with others (4:5).

C. Pray in all circumstances (4:6-7).

D. Think wholesome thoughts (4:8-9).

Conclusion

1. Continued peace with God and man comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (M.I.).

2. How’s your peace level today? 

a) Do you lack peace with someone else?  

b) Do you have anxiety instead of peace towards God?

3. Our peace with God is dependent on following the 4 commands in 4:4-9.
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Introduction

1. There’s a lot of talk about peace today.

2. After salvation, how do you have ______________ peace with God and man?

3. Philippians 4 provides hope for those of us who are not completely at peace with our friends (1-3), our God (4-9), or ourselves (10-20).

I. Peace with ______________ sometimes requires a peacemaker (4:1-3).

A. Paul asks his peacemaker to bring peace between two women by having Christ's attitude of standing firm (4:1-3).

B. Sometimes God may call on us to lead other believers to __________.

II.
Peace with ________ comes from mimicking Christ’s attitude in 4 ways (4:4-9).

Notice how God’s peace is repeated in verses 4-9. Verse 7 says the peace of God results from prayer. Verse 9 says the peace of God results from practicing Paul’s pointers.

A. Rejoice always (4:4).

B. Be gentle with others (4:5).

C. Pray in all circumstances (4:6-7).

D. Think wholesome thoughts (4:8-9).

Conclusion

1. Continued ______________ with God and man comes from seeking the attitude of Christ (Main Idea).

2. How’s your peace level today? 

a) Do you lack peace with someone else?  

b) Do you have anxiety instead of peace towards God?

3. Our peace with God is dependent on following the 4 commands in 4:4-9.
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