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Topic:
License
Subject:
Christ-likeness protects us 

Complement:
from libertines who indulge their flesh

Purpose:
The listeners will not avoid license by imitating Christ.

Introduction

1. Interest: A license is a good thing as it grants many privileges.  
a) Not just anyone can drive a car, but a driver’s license gives freedom to go wherever you wish—whether you’re Elvis or Osama bin Laden or Obama—the license grants several opportunities.  You and I should be happy to have this kind of freedom!
b) In the same way, a marriage license allows people to marry.

2. Interest: But the moral license for bad behavior is gaining ground.

a) Dependent passes are now granted to non-married partners.

b) Tolerance is demanded of all—even those who have alternate religious convictions (e.g. the US military is now training soldiers to accept sodomy).

c) A new movement in the USA the past few decades is an organization called Less Lawlessness Though Less Laws (LLLL Tan 3035)—such as the legalization of marijuana, prostitution, child pornography, etc.
3. Need: How tolerant are you?  How do you respond to those who have loose morals?
a) “Well, if that’s what they want to do, fine with me!”

b) “Gays in the church is OK.”
c) Do you want to see God’s perspective on tolerance?

4. Background: In recent weeks we’ve been studying Philippians.
a) We have seen how Christ-likeness results in joy (ch. 1) and humility (ch. 2).
b) What is the big idea of Philippians 3?  This whole chapter discusses how pursuing Christ-likeness protects us from false teaching or heresy.  We’ve seen so far in the chapter that striving for Christ-likeness keeps us in balance.  It first protects us from the extreme of legalism.  Now we turn to the opposite extreme--license…

5. Our Main Idea today is Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh.  If you imitate Jesus, you won’t become too loose in your behavior (restated).

6. Preview: Today’s text will show us Paul’s pursuit and then ask us what ours is.

7. Text: We focus on the final five verses of Philippians 3—on verses 17-21.
8. Transition: So how was Paul protected from license?
I.  Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from license to sin (3:17-21).
A. Avoid libertines who recklessly indulge their flesh (3:17-19).

1. These people are described in five ways (3:18b-19):

a) They are enemies of salvation by faith (18b).

b) They are unsaved (19a).
c) Their real goal is pleasure (19b).

d) They brag about shameful practices (19c).

e) They think only about life here on earth (19d).

2. Are there people like that today?  Unfortunately, yes.  [Explain “Modern License” NTS 186j; MM 33]

3. Paul was so grieved about these errors that he cried as he wrote (3:18a).  We laugh, he cried!

4. Are you catching on to the differences between the legalists and libertines? [explain the 10 slides.]

(In contrast to these who seek pleasure, how should we live?)

B. Live for tomorrow when our bodies will be glorified like Christ’s (3:20-21).
1. Remember where your citizenship is (3:20).

a) Philippi was an important Roman city—every citizen was a Roman just like they would have been in Rome!

b) Paul drew on this knowledge to remind them that being a Roman was peanuts next to being a citizen of heaven but living here as an alien.

c) Your passport may say “Singaporean” but that’s only a temporary pass!

2. We are promised heavenly bodies like Christ’s (3:21).
a) Except for the scars on his hands and side, Jesus has a perfect body now.

b) Likewise, we will receive perfect bodies that can never die, get sick, or sin!

(So rather than approving practices that harm our flesh, we should…)
II.  Be broken over license!  
      [Show compassion for those with too low of standards.]
A. Liberal Parenting: How many here are first generation Christian parents?  That may mean that as children you were exposed to far more things than you should allow your own children to do or see.

1. License is seen now when TV is allowed without monitoring as long as the kids have their studying done.  
2. Kids see movies without restraint (many now are simply “not rated”).

3. The “nothing to do in Singapore” excuse leads many kids to sin.  We have forgotten how to entertain ourselves—someone else must entertain us, and that “someone” generally has more liberal values.
B. Pluralism: 

1. I agree that different religions should live in harmony with one another.

2. But religious harmony does not mean equality in truth.

C. Neglect of Church Discipline: How many of you have ever seen Matthew 18:15-17 implemented?  Why not?  

1. Is it because the people in our churches are so holy that no sins are bad enough to warrant discipline?

2. Or have we become so liberal that we don’t bat an eye at that which caused the Apostle Paul to cry about?

3. Like every church, we need a plan for church discipline…

4. It might be better called a plan for church restoration…

5. Because God promises in Psalm 147:3 to heal the broken hearted and bind up their wounds…

6. And in Joel 2:25 to restore to the repentant the years that the locusts have eaten…

7. So we have a plan here—spelled out in our Constitution—how to restore people in sin.  The goal is not to zap people who are too liberal but to help them heal so they can bless others.
(So how can we sum up our text today?  I said it earlier already—but it is simply this…)

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh (Main Idea).
2. Which extreme do you tend to drift towards: legalism or license?

a) Do you tend to require too much of yourself and others—beyond what the Scripture dictates?

b) Do you tend to require too little of yourself and others—not up to what the Scripture dictates?

3. The best way to find balance between these extremes is to seek the attitude of Christ.  Is Christ-likeness your highest goal in life?

a) My college church helped me make John 3:30 my life verse (MM 34).
b) This was Paul’s goal in his converts (read Col. 1:28).
c) This is my goal for my three sons.

(1) Not primarily education

(2) Not primarily financial stability

(3) Not a professional job—or even a missionary or pastoral ministry

(4) But Christ-likeness
4. My prayer for you as we close is based on Paul’s prayer for the church in Philippians 1:9-11 (the heart of the letter).

Discussion Questions:

15.
When you’re “out of balance” do you drift more towards legalism or license?  Why?

16.
What personal accomplishments must you consider as rubbish in your own life in order to really pursue Christ-likeness (3:4-6)?

17.
Can you honestly say that knowing Christ is the most valuable priority in your life (3:7-8)?  Why or why not?  What are you holding more dear?

18.
List as many of Paul’s “tips” as you can on how to reach Christian maturity (3:12-16).

19.
If you had to choose between: (a) continuing in your present profession without Christ, or (b) trimming trees with Christ, which would you choose to do for the rest of your life?

Modern License

Phil. 3:18-19

	Text
	Interpretation
	Mormons
	Holy Laughter



	Live as enemies of the cross of Christ


	They oppose salvation by faith
	Salvation by works
	Do not preach the cross

	Their destiny is destruction


	They are unsaved
	Claim that all are saved but are not even saved themselves


	Claim to be Christians but if so, why don’t they preach Christ?



	Their god is their stomach
	Their real goal is pleasure
	Goal is to be a god to have sex with as many celestial wives as possible


	Goal is to feel good

	Their glory is in their shame
	They’re proud about things that they should be ashamed of


	Temple polygamy is the highest goal
	The spiritual heights is to laugh uncontrollably and cluck like a chicken


Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1


Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations ILL3

(i) Jews at my door: “At least I kept you from spreading your heresy to my neighbors for two hours!”

(ii) Salvation can be lost (charismatics)

(iii) We impose traditions relating to dress too.  I believe that dressing appropriately at church is important, but let’s not legislate it.

(iv) What if we feel that the offering must be followed by a doxology?  There’s nothing wrong with having a doxology, but there’s also nothing wrong with not having it.  No text says, “Thou shalt sing a doxology after collecting the offering.”

(v) Do some people really get bent out of shape to have the order of service changed?  Must the bulletin always look the same each week?  Must we even have a bulletin?

5. Have you really considered your “best feats in life” to be excrement compared to the value of knowing Christ?

6. What’s your real view of your educational achievements?

7. Is becoming like Christ more important to you than money?

8. Is your ego in the way of becoming like Jesus?

Christlike Protection

Philippians 3

Introduction
Subject: How does having the attitude of Christ protect us from false teaching?

I.
Christ-likeness protects us from legalists.

A.
Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from self-righteous legalists (3:1-16).

B.
Have you renounced personal accomplishments in order to pursue Christ-likeness?

II.
Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh in sin.

A.
Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from living as if there are no restraints (3:17-21).

B.
Do you have tendencies towards libertinism?

Main Idea: Having the attitude of Christ protects us from false teaching.

Discussion Questions:
What present examples of legalism and libertinism can you name?

What personal accomplishments must you consider as rubbish in your own life in order to really pursue Christ-likeness (3:4-6)?

Can you honestly say that knowing Christ is the most valuable priority in your life (3:7-8)?  Why or why not?  What are you holding more dear?

List as many of Paul’s “tips” as you can on how to reach Christian maturity (3:12-16).
Christ-likeness Frees Us From License

Philippians 3:17-21

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: 

I.


II.


III.


Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: A license can be good or bad.
2. Need: Are you too tolerant?
3. Main Idea: Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh.
4. Background: Philippians 3 warns of the two extremes of legalism and license.
5. Preview: Today’s text will show us Paul’s pursuit and then ask us what ours is.

6. Text: We focus on the final five verses of Philippians 3—on verses 17-21.

7. Transition: So how was Paul protected from license?

I.  Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from license to sin (3:17-21).

A. Avoid libertines who recklessly indulge their flesh (3:17-19).
B. Live for tomorrow when our bodies will be glorified like Christ’s (3:20-21).
II.  Be broken over license!  

A. Liberal Parenting

B. Pluralism

C. Neglecting Church Discipline

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh (Main Idea).

2. Which extreme do you tend to drift towards: legalism or license?

For Worship Planning (Blank areas underlined)
Introduction

1. A license can be good or bad.

2. Are you too tolerant?

3. Main Idea: Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh.

4. Background: Philippians 3 warns of the two extremes of legalism and license.

I.  Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from license to sin (3:17-21).

A. Avoid libertines who recklessly indulge their flesh (3:17-19).
Legalism
Christ-like Balance
License
B. Live for tomorrow when our bodies will be glorified like Christ’s (3:20-21).
II.  Be broken over license!  

A. Liberal Parenting

B. Pluralism

C. Neglecting Church Discipline

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh (Main Idea).

2. Which extreme do you tend to drift towards: legalism or license?

For Bulletin (with blanks)

Introduction

1. A license can be good or bad.

2. Are you too tolerant?

3. Main Idea: Christ-likeness protects us from ____________ who indulge their flesh.

4. Background: Philippians 3 warns of the two extremes of legalism and license.

I.  Paul’s pursuit of __________________ protected him from ____________ to sin (3:17-21).

A. Avoid libertines who recklessly indulge their flesh (3:17-19).
Legalism
Christ-like Balance
License
B. Live for tomorrow when our bodies will be glorified like Christ’s (3:20-21).
II.  Be broken over ____________ !  

A. Liberal Parenting

B. Pluralism

C. Neglecting Church Discipline

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness protects us from ____________ who indulge their flesh (Main Idea).

2. Which extreme do you tend to drift towards: legalism or license?
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