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Introduction

1. [Unity is rare but God has granted it to us.]

a) Two Sundays ago at our Annual Meeting our church was put to a real test.  

(1) We have sought to hold the highest standards for elders in terms of character, experience, and teaching ability.  So, with many we have considered getting transferred to other countries, replacing outgoing elders has been a challenge.  In fact, Tom and I were supposed to step down in May.
(2) To provide some breathing space, we sought to change our Articles of Association to extend the number of terms for elders—but the challenge was that this required a 75% vote!

(3) That may not sound such a big deal, but we are a church comprised of 16 nations—and most people from a variety of countries don’t always see eye-to-eye on matters!

(4) Also, 6 of our 34 members live overseas as missionaries, so we needed 26 of our 28 resident members to approve the proposal.

(5) We never have everyone here due to many of us traveling a lot, so, honestly, I was shaking in my boots—I knew that this would have to be a “God thing”!

(6) Well, when we took the count at our AGM, we discovered that we had exactly the required 26 members present!  And all 26 voted to approve all 6 ballot measures!  Wow! What unity!
b) In fact, every single vote ever taken at this church since 2006 has had a 100% vote—4 congregational votes for pastors, all 4 budgets presented, 4 votes to approve the annual reports, 4 auditors votes, and the election of 4 elders, 2 deacons, and 1 clerk.  To have a 100% vote on these 23 votes is nothing short of amazing!
2. CIC is virtually conflict-free and mature—but will it be this way indefinitely?
a) I’ve seen united churches disintegrate.  Have you?

b) One very united church eventually split the week after Susan and I were married there—over the use of the KJV versus the NASB!

c) Another church saw the congregation usurp the elected leader of the business meeting and vote out the business manager and a pastor! 
3. Subject: How can our church maintain its unity?
4. In Philippians 2:1-4 Paul gives us the key prerequisite for unity.
5. What is this absolutely essential trait for unity to prevail?

I.  Selflessness leads to unity (2:1-4).

      [Unity can only be achieved by slaying self-centeredness.]

A. The structure here in verses 1-4 seems confusing.  What’s the main verb and what’s it really saying?

1. Verses 1-4 are one, long sentence in the Greek—no period until the end!
2. So, here it is in the GLT.  Never of the GLT?  That’s the Griffith Literal Translation—my more literal translation that only puts a period at the end.

3. In any case, in the Greek the main verb is in verse 2: “make my joy complete.”

4. It’s preceded by four phrases and followed by four phrases and two commands to be selfless.

5. Here’s my paraphrase:

a) Please give me joy… (1-2a)

b) …by being united (2b)

c) from being selfless (3-4)

B. Simply put, “Selflessness leads to unity.”

C. So Paul is saying that there’s a problem with disunity in the church (explained more in chapter 4) and that this problem is solved with a humble spirit shown in selflessness.

D. The key is our attitude.  

1. The words for “attitude” appear four times in these four verses.  

2. What kind of attitude?  Humility!  

3. But how is humility shown?  Through selflessness—that leads to humility that leads to unity.
a) This means considering other people’s needs more important than your own.  There are only two ways to relate to others… [explain NTS 190; MM 28].

	Selfish
	Selfless



	Produces grumbling (2:14)
	Produces joy (2:2a)



	Leads to division (4:2)
	Leads to unity (2:2b)



	Proud (2:3a)
	Humble (2:3b)



	Considers self better than others (2:3a)
	Considers others better than self (2:3b)



	Looks out for self (2:4a)
	Looks out for others (2:4b)



	Imitates Satan
	Imitates Christ (2:5)




b) In one of my past ministries, I got along with all eight of the other colleagues—except one.  She thought I was very proud.  What do you do when someone thinks you are proud?  Defend your humility, right?  I decided to try to serve her in any way I could.  This wasn’t easy, for she didn’t want me to do anything for her that she could do herself!  But eventually I found I could do some things that she couldn’t—like use a power drill to hang pictures in her house.  I discovered that the best way to defeat pride is to serve others.  By the way, trying to serve her really worked—now she’s my wife! 
c) Do you want to know what I think is the key to a successful marriage?  

(1) It’s right here in verses 3-4!  Selflessness!  Try to out give your spouse!  Have arguments over who’s going to serve most!  “Oh, let me wash the dishes!  You’ve had a hard day!”  “No, honey, I’ll do it—you have a lot to do tonight!” 
(2) In contrast, there’s the true story of a couple who got married and on their honeymoon night, before getting into bed, the groom took off his underwear and dropped it on the floor.  “What are you doing?” his bride asked.  “Dropping my underwear on the floor,” he answered.  “And who’s supposed to pick it up?” she said.  “Well, all my life my mother has,” he answered.  “Well,” the wife noted, “I’m not your mother.”  The underwear remained there all day and he did the same thing the second night—so did she—and the third night and so on for the first 30 days of their marriage.  Then he ran out of clean underwear, so he went to the department store and purchased $100 worth of underwear (and they only had $300 in the bank at that!).  Finally, when all that underwear piled up they visited a marriage counselor.

(3) The courts actually allow people to get divorces on the grounds of “incompatibility.”  In reality the real reason is selfishness!

(4) As selflessness is the key to a unified marriage, so selflessness is the key to a unified church.
(So how can this church achieve unity?  Only through humility!  Humility is the key to unity!)
II.  This church can be truly united only as long as it is truly humble.


Are YOU humble?  Here are 4 questions to ask yourself…

A. How do you respond when someone treats you like a servant?
1. A businessman once asked Lorne Sanny, president of the Navigators, how he could know when he had a servant attitude.  The reply: “by how you act when you are treated like one.” (HUMILITY how to spot it in yourself)
2. [SERVANTHOOD despised by the world]

a) A Christian businessman requested an aisle seat in the economy section of the airplane he was about to board.  Through the negligence of the airline, a seat wasn’t available so they offered to put him in first class.  He readily obliged!

b) As he settled down into his seat, he noticed a rather wealthy looking couple near him—and the flight attendant talking to the husband about his lunch order.  Then she turned to the wife and sweetly asked, “And you, Ma’am, would you prefer chicken or beef?”

c) The woman didn’t respond, so the flight attendant asked again, slightly louder, “Excuse me, would you prefer chicken or beef for your lunch?”

d) The woman continued to remain still, eyes open, nose up, staring straight ahead.  By this time the flight attendant wondered whether she had a hearing problem, so she nearly shouted—loud enough for everyone in first class to hear her, “Ma’am, I need to know whether you would like chicken or beef!”  Silence.  No response!

e) At this point the husband turned to the flight attendant and said under his breath, “I’m sorry but my wife doesn’t speak to servants.” (Joe Stowell, DTS chapel, 1980s)
f) How would you feel if you were this flight attendant?  Angry?  or have compassion for the woman?

B. How do you treat those who serve you?
1. There’s a tendency for Americans like me to treat people with less respect if we are richer than they are.

a) The stereotype is the “Ugly American’—formerly the worst tourists in the world. 
http://giovanniworld.wordpress.com/2009/07/10/no-more-ugly-american/
b) This person is fat, rude, proud, generally old—and treats bell hops, desk personnel, and maids with contempt.  (Now the best are the Japanese, followed by the British and Canadians.  Americans are 11th best out of 27.)
2. This church has a fair amount of professional-level people who attend.

a) How do you treat those who serve you?  Some take care of music, your youth, kids, baby, meals, home group, men’s breakfast, woman’s Bible study, etc.
b) Those who teach our children are a great example of humility to me.  We have a PhD professional psychologist (Nenna), an executive at United Bank of Singapore (Eva), a Master of Divinity graduate next month (Oat), and the other ladies are so quiet about their accomplishments I can’t even brag on them.  Each one of them serves with grace—but do you thank them?
C. Are you proud about your humility?
1. A hundred years ago Dr. H. A. Ironside felt that he was not as humble as he thought he ought to have been.  So he asked an elderly friend what he could do about it.  His mature friend replied, “Make a sandwich board with the plan of salvation in Scripture on it and wear it, then walk through the business and shopping area of downtown Chicago for a whole day.”  

2. He followed his friend’s advice.  Upon completion of this humiliating experience he returned to his apartment.  As he took off the sandwich board, he caught himself thinking, “There’s not another person in Chicago that would be willing to do a thing like that.”  (HUMILITY pride about)
3. Wouldn’t it be great and really unifying for this church if each person genuinely served others without ever feeling even a bit of pride over their humility?  

4. What if after the service each person picked up his or her own cup or bulletin—along with those of others—and put them into the trash—and didn't even feel tempted towards pride over it?

5. Isaac Newton said, “If I have seen further, it is only by standing on the shoulders of giants.”  What is there to be so proud about?
D. Do you care for recognition?
1. Someone has said, “Do all the good you can in the world, and makes as little noise about it as possible.” (HUMILITY illustrations of)
2. Another: “There is no limit to the good that a man can do if he doesn’t care who gets the credit.” 

3. And another: “When a man forgets himself, he usually does something everybody else remembers.”  (SERVICE remembered)
4. What would this church be like if everyone was genuinely humble?  

a) Church meetings would go very smoothly!  (They do!)
b) There would be a noticeable absence of strong personalities. (There is!)
c) Leaders would not have to beg members to serve—especially to teach the children, serve in the nursery, and do other behind-the-scene jobs like taking down the stage.

(So what is this chapter really saying?  Simply this…)

Conclusion

1. Selflessness leads to unity (Main Idea). Considering the needs of your spouse (or fellow believer) results in a oneness that will surprise you.
2. Today we’ve seen in verses 1-4 the first of two reasons humility is important—because humility is the key prerequisite to unity.  The rest of the chapter explains a second reason humility is vital—so come back next week!

3. But let me leave you with an important question: Is your selflessness contributing to this church’s unity?

a) I noted earlier that I’m not preaching this because we have a problem with unity—we are, in fact, a very united church.  I’m only preaching it because we finished Philippians 1 last week, and we’re committed to just continuing into chapter 2.

b) But even though this isn’t a church-wide problem, can you still be more humble?  Who can’t?
c) Ask yourself which of the four questions best applies to you:

(1) How do you respond when someone treats you like a servant?

(2) How do you treat those who serve you?

(3) Are you proud about your humility?

(4) Do you care for recognition?

4. Henry David Thoreau said, “Humility, like darkness, reveals the heavenly lights.”  How much more so does humility reveal the Light of the World!

5. Prayer
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is necessary for church unity and Christ-likeness

Purpose:
The listeners will humble themselves like Jesus did in order to contribute to the unity of the church.

Introduction

1. [Humility is rare.]

a) The famous orchestra conductor, Leonard Bernstein, was once asked which instrument was the most difficult to play.  He thought for a moment and replied, “The second fiddle.  I can get plenty of first violinists, but to find someone who can play the second fiddle with enthusiasm—that’s a problem.  And if we have no second fiddle, we have no harmony.” (HUMILITY difficult to attain, but necessary)
b) Charles Spurgeon wrote in this vein,

“It takes more skill than I can tell

   to play the second fiddle well” (HUMILITY difficult to obtain)
c) I think one profession where humility is the most rare is the so-called “all-star professional wrestling.”  Have you ever watched them on TV?  These guys are so arrogant!  “I’m the greatest!  Don’t mess with me!”

(1) One professional wrestler, famous for his long, blond locks, was getting a neck trim at the barbershop.  “You know,” said the barber, “I’ll bet no one would be able to recognize you if I cut off all those curly locks.”

(2) “I got news for you, buddy,” said the wrestler.  “I’ll bet no one would recognize you either.”  (HUMOR wrestler with curly locks getting haircut)
d) Humility is rare!  How many of us can say that we know several people who are genuinely humble?  Why not?  Maybe because…

2. Humility is difficult to achieve.

a) A man at church was once given a badge for his humble spirit.  I think he was the custodian of the church or something.  The next Sunday night he wore this badge so they took it away from him.  (HUMILITY doesn’t put itself on display)
b) Humility is the only flower which, when put on display, will whither.

c) Humility is like a slippery watermelon seed.  Once you get it under your finger and you think you have it, it slips away from you!  (HUMILITY maintained by not recognizing)
d) How many here want to be humble?  Raise your hands.  So many hands have gone up—see how far I have to go in teaching that humility doesn’t flaunt itself?!

3. What is humility?

a) Andrew Murray writes, “Humility is perfect quietness of heart.  It is to expect nothing, to wonder at nothing that is done to me, to feel nothing done against me.” (HUMILITY measure of = Tan 2304)
b) Someone has said, “True humility is not to think low of oneself but to think rightly, truthfully of oneself.” (Tan 2315) This is what Romans 12:3 means.

c) Perhaps the best synonym I can think of for humility is… selflessness.

4. Subject: Why is humility so important?  What are some reasons why humility is so vital for this church?

5. In Philippians 2 Paul gives two reasons why humility is indispensable.  The first is…

I.  Humility is the key prerequisite for unity (2:1-4).

      [Unity can only be achieved through humility.]

A. The structure here in verses 1-4 seems confusing.  What’s the main verb and what’s it really saying?

1. Verses 1-4 are one, long sentence in the Greek.

2. The main verb is in verse 2: “make my joy complete.”

3. It’s preceded by four phrases and followed by four phrases and two exhortations to selflessness.

4. Here’s my paraphrase:

a) If you want to really give me joy (1-2a)

b) then be united (2b)

c) through being selfless (3-4)

B. So Paul is saying that there’s a problem with disunity in the church (explained more in chapter 4) and that this problem is solved with a humble spirit shown in selflessness.

C. The key is our attitude.  

1. The words for “attitude” appear four times in these four verses [show].  

2. What kind of attitude?  Humility!  

3. But how is humility demonstrated?  Through selflessness!! (2:3-4)

a) This means considering other people’s needs more important than your own.  There are only two ways to relate to others… [explain NTS 190; MM 28].

b) On one of my past ministry teams, I got along with all eight of the other members—except one.  She thought I was very proud.  What do you do when someone thinks you are proud?  Defend your humility, right?  I decided to try to serve her in any way I could.  This wasn’t easy, for she didn’t want me to do anything for her that she could do herself!  But eventually I found I could do some things that she couldn’t—like use a power drill to hang pictures in her house.  I discovered that the best way to defeat pride is to serve others.  By the way, trying to serve her really worked—now she’s my wife!

c) Do you want to know what I think is the key to a successful marriage?  

(1) It’s right here in verse 3-4!  Selflessness!  Try to outgive your spouse!  Have arguments over who is going to serve most!  “Oh, let me wash the dishes!  You’ve had a hard day!”  “No, honey, I’ll do it—you have a lot to do tonight!”

(2) In contrast, there’s the true story of a couple who got married and on their honeymoon night, before getting into bed, the groom took off his underwear and dropped it on the floor.  “What are you doing?” his bride asked.  “Dropping my underwear on the floor,” he answered.  “And who’s supposed to pick it up?” she said.  “Well, all my life my mother has,” he answered.  “Well,” the wife noted, “I’m not your mother.”  The underwear remained there all day and he did the same thing the second night—so did she—and the third night and so on for the first several days of their marriage.  Then he ran out of clean underwear, so he went to the department store and purchased $100 worth of underwear (and they only had $300 in the bank at that!).  Finally, when all that underwear had piled up they visited a marriage counselor.

(3) The courts actually allow people to get divorces on the grounds of “incompatibility.”  In reality the real reason is selfishness!

D. But how can this church achieve unity?  Only through humility!  Humility is the key to unity!  But how can you know if you are really humble?

1. [You can know by how you respond when someone treats you like a servant!]

a) A businessman once asked Lorne Sanny, president of the Navigators, how he could know when he had a servant attitude.  The reply: “by how you act when you are treated like one” (HUMILITY how to spot it in yourself)
b) [SERVANTHOOD despised by the world]

(1) A Christian businessman requested an aisle seat in the economy section of the airplane he was about to board.  Through the negligence of the airline, a seat wasn’t available so they offered to put him in first class.  He readily obliged!

(2) As he settled down into his seat, he noticed a rather wealthy looking couple near him—and the flight attendant talking to the husband about his lunch order.  Then she turned to the wife and sweetly asked, “And you, Ma’am, would you prefer chicken or beef?”

(3) The woman didn’t respond, so the flight attendant asked again, slightly louder, “Excuse me, would you prefer chicken or beef for your lunch?”

(4) The woman continued to remain still, eyes open, nose up, staring straight ahead.  By this time the flight attendant wondered whether she had a hearing problem, so she nearly shouted—loud enough for everyone in first class to hear her, Ma’am, I need to know whether you would like chicken or beef!”  Silence.  No response!

(5) At this point the husband turned to the flight attendant and said under his breath, “I’m sorry but my wife doesn’t speak to servants.” (Joe Stowell, DTS chapel, 1980s)
(6) How would you feel if you were this flight attendant?  Angry?  or have compassion for the woman?

2. Another way to tell if you really are humble is how you treat those who serve you.

a) There’s a tendency for us Americans to treat people with less respect if we are richer than they are.

(1) The stereotype is called the “Ugly American.”

(2) This person is fat, rude, proud, generally old—and treats bell hops, desk personnel, and maids with contempt.

b) However, recently Singaporeans have attained somewhat this same reputation, particularly in Malaysia.

(1) This is typified in the “Ugly Singaporean” cartoon [show].

(2) A survey of 1000 Singaporean travelers showed the following traits among their fellow travelers…36% say uncomplimentary things about the host country openly… 11% see Singaporeans pile food high on their plates… “A group on tour in China recently complained loudly about the poor variety of vegetables” [where’ “one of them said, ‘Aiyah, the same old vegetables every day.  Fed up already.  In Singapore, uh, we can get anything we want to eat so easily,’ yet he ate them all.”
(3) We’d expect such attitudes from unbelievers, but I trust that those serving us here at this resort would disagree with these findings as they look at your life!

3. You can also tell if you are humble if you show pride over your humility! 
a) A hundred years ago Dr. H. A. Ironside felt that he was not as humble as he though he ought to have been.  Showing his concern, he asked an elder friend what he could do about it.  His mature friend replied, “Make a sandwich board with the plan of salvation in Scripture on it and wear it, then walk through the business and shopping area of downtown Chicago for a whole day.”  

b) He followed his friend’s advice.  Upon completion of this humiliating experience he returned to his apartment.  As he took off the sandwich board, he caught himself thinking, “There’s not another person in Chicago that would be willing to do a thing like that.”  (HUMILITY pride about)
c) Wouldn’t it be great and really unifying for this church if each person genuinely served others without ever feeling even a bit of pride over their humility?  

d) What is after the service each person picked up his or her own cup or bulletin and put it into the trash—and didn't even feel tempted towards pride over it?
4. A fourth way to tell if you really are humble is whether you care for recognition.

a) Someone has said, “Do all the good you can in the world, and makes as little noise about it as possible.” (HUMILITY illustrations of)
b) Another: “There is no limit to the good that a man can do if he doesn’t care who gets the credit.” 

c) And another: “When a man forgets himself, he usually does something everybody else remembers.”  (SERVICE remembered)
d) What would this church be like if everyone was genuinely humble?  

(1) Church meetings would go very smoothly!

(2) There would be a noticeable absence of strong personalities.

(3) Leaders would not have to beg members to serve—especially to teach the children, serve in the nursery, and do other behind-the-scene jobs like taking down the stage.
(What we’ve seen so far in verses 1-4 is the first of our two reasons why humility is important—because humility is the key prerequisite to unity.  The rest of the chapter explains the second reason why humility is vital…)

II.  Humility is necessary to have the attitude of Jesus and those who imitate Him (2:5-30).

[If you want to be like Jesus, you must be humble!  If you want to be like those who imitate Jesus, you must be humble!]

A. Christ is the supreme example of humility in His selfless giving of Himself (2:5-11).

1. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (2:5)

a) Earlier I noted some ways to tell if you are genuinely humble. Of course, the ultimate way to tell if you are genuinely humble is to compare yourself to Jesus!

b) Verse 5 is really the focus of the entire book of Philippians.  It summarizes what Paul is saying in the whole letter—and it serves as our theme verse and basis for the title of this series: “Mimicking the Master.”

c) Notice it doesn’t say “similar to” Christ Jesus, but “the same as” Christ Jesus!

d) Notice also that we are to have the same attitude He had—it doesn’t say to imitate the actions of Christ (He remained single, had a traveling ministry, etc.).

e) And what was His attitude?  In a word, humble—to the greatest degree as seen in the following verses…

2. Philippians 2:6-11 is one of the NT’s key texts on how Christ humbled himself—and it’s given as a model for us to humble ourselves too.

a) Let’s read verses 6-11.

b) Now let’s look at it step-by-step in this diagram [explain].




c) Here’s some important clarifications on this text:

(1) Jesus didn’t merely look like God, which seems at first to be the point of the NASB and the Greek.  Both say he “existed in the form of God.”  No, He was God—otherwise the whole point of the humiliation is lost!

(2) Christ didn’t lay aside His deity when He came to earth; rather, He laid aide His rights to use all of His divine attributes—a voluntary non-use of some of His attributes.

(a) For example, although omniscient, Jesus didn’t know the day of His return when He was on earth (Matt. 24:36).

(b) How many of you have a dog?  

(i) How many of you love your dog?  

(ii) How many of you love your dog so much that to show it you would give up your human abilities to become a dog?

(iii) C.S. Lewis in a radio broadcast brought an interesting interpretation to the meaning of the incarnation:

(iv) “Lying at your feet is your dog.  Imagine, for the moment, that your dog and every dog is in deep distress.  Some of us love dogs very much.  If it would help all the gods in the world to become like men, would you be willing to become a dog?  Would you put down your human nature, leave your loved ones, your job, hobbies, your art and literature and music, and choose instead of the intimate communion with your beloved, the poor substitute of looking into the beloved’s face and wagging your tail, unable to smile or speak?  Christ by becoming man limited the thing which to him was the most precious thing in the world—his unhampered, unhindered communion with the Father” (L.D. Weatherhead, The Plain Man Looks At the Cross). (CHRIST incarnation like us becoming a dog)
(3) The “being found in appearance as a man” in verse 5 doesn’t mean He only seemed to be a man.  He was truly God and man at the same time!  And yet Jesus had no make ego!

(4) The type of death He experienced was about as awful as any that could be invented.  Crucifixion often took days to kill men in a slow, agonizing torture.  The explanation point in the NIV is justified!

(a) “All kings send out their subjects to die for them.

(b) Only one King died for his subjects” (Chuck Colson) SERVANTHOOD Christ’s
(5) Yet the result of it all is that, because He willingly humbled himself, God willingly exalted him—and it’s the same for us too.

(a) An ocean liner once experienced a tragic event when a woman fell overboard.  As she sought to swim helplessly in the water, many passengers stood on the deck overlooking her from above.

(b) Suddenly there was a splash—and an old man in the water grabbed onto the woman and held her until the rescue team pulled them into the ship.  The passengers were embarrassed as many who were much younger and stronger had been unwilling to risk themselves to help the woman.
(c) That evening the ship hosted a banquet in honor of the courageous old man.  He was invited up to the platform to speak.

(d) He said, “Before I say anything tonight I’d like to ask just one question—Who pushed me?” (ILL: man pushed overboard in SERVICE willing—not from being pushed).

(e) Do we serve Christ willingly—or do we need to be pushed?

d) Many scholars note that the language changes here into a poetic form, so they argue that Paul was quoting one of the first Christian hymns—this is probably true.

e) But what’s more important is why Paul cited it here—he did so to argue that if Jesus could humble himself, then certainly we can!  (He argues from the greater to the lesser.)

(1) If God can wash the filthy feet of a bunch of ragamuffin disciples, can’t us men wash the dishes of those we love?

(2) If God can die for us people in rebellion against him, can’t we even live wholeheartedly for the One who loves us?

(3) If God can refuse to grasp his right of omniscience as God, can’t we even relinquish our rights to have the music the way we like it at church?

(4) If God can be patient enough to put up with us for thirty-somethin’ years, can’t we be put up with the slow drivers ahead of us for a few seconds?  Or must we flash our lights like we own the road!?

(5) C’mon!  When are we going to grasp servanthood?

(I can hear what some of you are thinking: “OK, so Jesus was a servant, but he’s God.  He can do all kinds of stuff that I can’t!”  Well, instead of the God-man as an example, do you need some only human examples?  Paul provides them in the rest of the chapter…)

B. Other examples of humility show us what selflessness is really like (2:12-30).

1. Paul (2:12-18)

a) Paul’s exhortation here leads up to citing himself as an example of selflessness in verse 17-18.  But what does he say before this?

b) Our work is to let God work through us! (2:12-13)

(1) Note that this is not working for their salvation (to earn it).

(2) Rather, it is working out this salvation (to show it).

(3) In fact, even the strength to do so comes from God.

(4) Question: Should we take pride in our work?

(a) Answer: No!  Never!  Do it excellently?  Yes!

(b) But take pride in it?  How could we?

(i) God gives us the will to do well.

(ii) God gives us the ability to do well.

(iii) God gives us the resources too—money, education, time, etc.

(iv) So how could we ever take pride in what God does?

(Now what does working out our salvation look like? Verses 14-16…)

c) Our work is to be blameless witnesses by not complaining (2:14-16)
(1)  “Results of a Good/Bad Attitude” (Explain T: NTS 186e-f; MM 29-30)

(2) The Greek word for complaining is goggusmw`n.  

(a) It even sounds like complaining, doesn’t it?  OK, everyone, together now under your breath— goggusmoan, goggusmoan, goggusmoan…

(b) This is the same word used in Acts 6:1 where the church murmured under their breath about the food allotments for widows.

d) At last we come to Paul’s example of humility in verses 17-18.

(1) Notice how he says that he might even be a “drink offering.”

(2) The background here is the OT sacrifices.  These were of varying types—some which provided meat or cakes for the priests or the worshippers to eat.

(3) But one—the drink offering—was simply poured on the ground.  Nice fermented wine just soaked up by the dirt (read Num. 28:7).

(4) You might look at that and say, “Why, what a waste!  Why not use this good wine for consumption or sell it and give the money to the poor?” (sounds like the disciples when Mary poured expensive alabaster oil on Jesus in preparation for his burial)

(5) No, that’s not how God looks at genuine worship and service—and Paul rejoiced in the thought that his prison sentence might even be death.  That’s what I call true servanthood!

(6) “Broken and Spilled Out” is a song which captures the thought of these verses.

2. Paul praised two of his traveling companions—his subordinates, if you will!  This alone tells us about his humble spirit!

a) Timothy was praised by Paul for his humility in verses 20-21 as the only one Paul knew who sought Christ’s interests rather than his own

b) Epaphroditus’ humility was seen in his distress because the church discovered he was sick (2:26).

(So what is this chapter really saying?  Simply this…)

Conclusion

1. Humility is necessary for church unity and Christlikeness (Main Idea).

2. Let’s apply each of these two areas separately:

a) Is your humility contributing to this church’s unity?

(1) Do you bring joy to the leadership here like Paul wanted the Philippians to do for him?  or like Timothy and Epaphroditus did to Paul?

(2) Or is “do everything without complaining or arguing” a timely reminder for you?

b) Do you show humility like Christ?  In what specific area can you improve?

(1) How do you treat those who serve you in the workplace and the home?

(a) Moody once said, “The measure of a man is not how many servants he has, but how many men he serves.”

(b) Come to think of it, how many servants did Jesus have?

(2) Do you serve with joy in the mundane things of life?  One woman posted a note at her kitchen sink that read, “Divine service is conducted here three times daily.” (Tan 5651).
(3) Is there a specific way you have shown pride even since we arrived up here at church camp?

(a) Have you treated the maid who cleans your room like Jesus would?  the bus boy?  the front desk?  another camper?  someone in your own family?

(b) May I suggest that you first apologise to God now and this person later?

(c) Remember that non-believers are not reading the Bible to see how humble Jesus was.  Rather, they assume that you imitate Jesus (whether you do or not)!  By looking at you, would the watching non-Christian be convinced that Jesus was humble?

3. One key truth in chapter 2 is that everyone will either humble himself before God voluntarily or he will be humbled by confessing Jesus as Lord—but then it’s too late to change!  Let’s learn it now!

4. Let’s sing “Make Me a Servant.”

5. Other possible illustrations:

a) A mother requesting her daughter as waitress (SERVING OTHERS resistance to)

b) A college president painting the school (Tan 2311)

c) Alvin Low at DTS (SERVANT’S HEART by breaking pride)

Discussion Questions:

1. Is it possible to disagree if we are “like-minded” (NIV) with fellow believers?  

2. What things can we disagree about yet still remain united in Christ?  

3. What’s the main thing you grumble about (2:14)?  Why?  What does God want you to do?

4. In your capacity of leading others, would they say you show a humble, servant spirit?  What would this look like in your life at your home?  workplace?  church?

5. What’s the difference between humility and being “walked all over”?  or are these the same?

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions

Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?  Paul has just finished sharing with the church how mimicking the attitude of Christ brings joy in his own imprisonment (Phil 1).

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?  This chapter gives us the greatest example of humility one could ever find: Christ Jesus Himself.  The kenosis text in 2:5-11 is probably an early church hymn that forms the basis of his argument and where we find the key verse for the book.
Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

(1) WHO: Paul writes the church at Philippi that he had developed a close relationship.

(2) WHAT: He seeks to thank the church for their gift to meet his needs.  I guess being in prison gives one more time to write thank you notes!

(3) WHERE & WHEN: Paul has been under house arrest in Rome for almost two years and has even had to pay for the rented quarters (Acts 28:29-30).  It’s one thing to have to go to prison, but it’s another thing to have to pay for it yourself!

(4) WHY: Paul apparently has heard of some problems in the church related to unity since he notes in chapter 2 about humility and then in 4:2 specifies two women responsible.

(5) HOW: The way Paul seeks to unify the church is by setting Christ up as the example.  The words for “attitude” are used 20 times—and most of the time in reference to mimicking Christ’s attitude.

Philippians 2 Text & Questions

CHAPTER 2 FROM THE NLT VERSION:

(((((((((?((((( = 14 structural indicator symbols

1 (Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? (Any comfort from his love? (Any fellowship together in the Spirit? (Are your hearts tender and compassionate? 2 ((Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, (loving one another, and (working together with one mind (and purpose.

What does the “Therefore” (NASB 2:1) refer back to in chapter 1?

Most of the time we have an “if… then” statement.  But Paul gives FOUR “ifs” before his “then” statement.
Can we assume that the church had a problem with disunity from these verses?
3 Don’t be selfish; (don’t try to impress others. (Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 4 (Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. 

Is the word for “empty” in “do nothing from empty conceit” (NASB 2:3) the same word for Jesus “emptying” Himself (2:7)?  Does it imply that we really have nothing substantial to boast about while Jesus did—yet He is the better example of humility?

What is wrong with just thinking of others as equal to ourselves?  Why must we think of them as better than us (3b)?
5 (You must have the same ( attitude that Christ Jesus had.

What attitude in particular is Paul talking about?
6
 (Though he was God,*

he did not think of equality with God

as something to cling to.

7
 (Instead, he (gave up his divine privileges*; 

What actually did Jesus “empty” Himself of?
he took the (humble position of a slave*

(and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,*

8
he (humbled himself in obedience to God

(and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

9
 ((Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor

(and gave him the name above all other names,

10
 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

in heaven (and on earth (and under the earth,

11
 (and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
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Shine Brightly for Christ

12 Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

14 Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15 so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. 16 Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless. 17 But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid offering to God,* just like your faithful service is an offering to God. And I want all of you to share that joy. 18 Yes, you should rejoice, and I will share your joy.

Paul Commends Timothy

19 If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy to you soon for a visit. Then he can cheer me up by telling me how you are getting along. 20 I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare. 21 All the others care only for themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ. 22 But you know how Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has served with me in preaching the Good News. 23 I hope to send him to you just as soon as I find out what is going to happen to me here. 24 And I have confidence from the Lord that I myself will come to see you soon.

Paul Commends Epaphroditus

25 Meanwhile, I thought I should send Epaphroditus back to you. He is a true brother, co-worker, and fellow soldier. And he was your messenger to help me in my need. 26 I am sending him because he has been longing to see you, and he was very distressed that you heard he was ill. 27 And he certainly was ill; in fact, he almost died. But God had mercy on him–and also on me, so that I would not have one sorrow after another.

28 So I am all the more anxious to send him back to you, for I know you will be glad to see him, and then I will not be so worried about you. 29 Welcome him with Christian love* and with great joy, and give him the honor that people like him deserve. 30 For he risked his life for the work of Christ, and he was at the point of death while doing for me what you couldn’t do from far away.

Philippians 2 Exegetical Outline
EI (2:1-11) The way the Philippians could transition from divisions to unity was by showing selfless humility like Christ.
I. (2:1-4) The way the Philippians could prevent church divisions was by showing selfless unity.

A. (2:1-2) The way the Philippians could prevent divisions in the church was by showing unity.
1. (2:1) The way Paul helped the church to evaluate if they were divisive was by asking four questions about whether they lived out their spiritual standing.

2. (2:2) The way the Philippians could give Paul joy was to show their wonderful standing in Christ through unity.

B. (2:3-4) The way the Philippians could prevent divisions in the church was by showing selflessness.
1. (2:3a) They should do nothing from a selfish or prideful motive (what NOT to do).

2. (2:3b-4) They should do everything for the benefit of others (what TO do).

a) (2:3b) They should humbly consider others more important than themselves.

b) (2:4) They should look out for the interests of others more than their own interests.

II. (2:5-11) The way the Philippians could prevent church divisions was by imitating the ultimate example of humility in Christ who relinquished His equal rights as God.

A. (2:5) The way the Philippians could prevent church divisions was by imitating Christ’s humility.

B. (2:6-11) The way God rewarded Christ’s humility to the lowest degree was by exalting Him to the highest degree.

1. (2:6-8) The way Christ showed humility was by relinquishing His equal rights as God to the extent of becoming a man who died as a criminal.

2. (2:9-11) The response of God to Christ’s humility was to exalt Him to the highest place in the universe.

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations ILL2

Unused

Lewis Sperry Chafer award

Posting degrees on the wall of our house

“Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord”

Singapore’s Pride over Success (recent row with Malaysia)

I used to pastor a church composed of grassroots people.  Only two of the 40 had a college degree and everyone worked in trades.  There wasn’t a single professional in the group.  Now one might think that pride would not be a problem in such a situation.  After all, they were all employees, not employers.  But this wasn’t the case at all.

Rom. 12:3

Used

Driving habits

Susan and I courting (pride)

From My Phil 2:1-30 Sermon:

Subject: Why is humility so important?

I.
Humility is the key prerequisite for unity (2:1-4).

II.
Humility is necessary to have the attitude of Jesus and those who imitate Him (2:5-30).

 From My NT Survey Notes:

 (Ch. 2) Paul presents the humility of four individuals (Christ, himself, Timothy, and Epaphroditus) as models of Christ's attitude to exhort the church to unity through the humility of each individual member. 

 (2:1-4) The way to prevent divisions in the church is by being united with one another.

(2:5-30) Paul illustrates how the humility of four individuals contributes to the unity of the body in order that the church might imitate these specific examples of selfless concern.

 Christ-like Humility

Philippians 2

Introduction

What is humility?

Subject: Why is humility so important?

I.
Humility is the key prerequisite for unity (2:1-4).


[Unity can only be achieved through humility.]

II.
Humility is necessary to have the attitude of Jesus and those who imitate Him (2:5-30).

A.
Christ is the supreme example of humility in His selfless giving of Himself (2:5-11).

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (2:5)




B.
Other examples of humility show us what selflessness is really like (2:12-30).

1.
Paul (2:12-18)

2.
Timothy (2:19-24)

3.
Epaphroditus (2:25-30)

Main Idea: Humility is necessary for church unity and Christ-likeness.

Discussion Questions:

1. Is it possible to disagree if we are “like-minded” (NIV) with fellow believers?  

2. What things can we disagree about yet still remain united in Christ?  

3. What’s the main thing you grumble about (2:14)?  Why?  What does God want you to do?

4. In your capacity of leading others, would they say you show a humble, servant spirit?  What would this look like in your life at your home?  workplace?  church?

5. What’s the difference between humility and being “walked all over”?  or are these the same?

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will

Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Introduction

1. We are united.
2. How can our church maintain its unity?

I.  Selflessness leads to unity (2:1-4).
	Selfish
	Selfless



	Produces grumbling (2:14)
	Produces joy (2:2a)



	Leads to division (4:2)
	Leads to unity (2:2b)



	Proud (2:3a)
	Humble (2:3b)



	Considers self better than others (2:3a)
	Considers others better than self (2:3b)



	Looks out for self (2:4a)
	Looks out for others (2:4b)



	Imitates Satan
	Imitates Christ (2:5)




II.  Crossroads can be truly united only as long as we are truly humble.
1. How do you respond when someone treats you like a servant?

2. How do you treat those who serve you?

3. Are you proud about your humility?

4. Do you care for recognition?

a) “Do all the good you can in the world, and makes as little noise about it as possible.” (HUMILITY illustrations of)
b) “There is no limit to the good that a man can do if he doesn’t care who gets the credit.” 

c)  “When a man forgets himself, he usually does something everybody else remembers.”  (SERVICE remembered)
Conclusion

1.  Selflessness leads to unity (Main Idea).

2. Is your selflessness contributing to this church’s unity?

3. “Humility, like darkness, reveals the heavenly lights”–– Henry David Thoreau  
Bulletin Outline with Blanks
Introduction

1. Crossroads is united.
2. How can our church maintain its __griffith___________?

I.  ____________ leads to unity (2:1-4).
	Selfish
	Selfless



	Produces grumbling (2:14)
	Produces joy (2:2a)



	Leads to division (4:2)
	Leads to unity (2:2b)



	Proud (2:3a)
	Humble (2:3b)



	Considers self better than others (2:3a)
	Considers others better than self (2:3b)



	Looks out for self (2:4a)
	Looks out for others (2:4b)



	Imitates Satan
	Imitates Christ (2:5)




II.  Crossroads can be truly ____________ only as long as we are truly ____________.
1. How do you respond when someone treats you like a servant?

2. How do you treat those who serve you?

3. Are you proud about your humility?

4. Do you care for recognition?

a) “Do all the good you can in the world, and makes as little noise about it as possible.” (HUMILITY illustrations of)
b) “There is no limit to the good that a man can do if he doesn’t care who gets the credit.” 

c)  “When a man forgets himself, he usually does something everybody else remembers.”  (SERVICE remembered)
Conclusion

1.  ____________ leads to unity (Main Idea).

2. Is your selflessness contributing to this church’s unity?

3. “Humility, like darkness, reveals the heavenly lights”–– Henry David Thoreau  
Title
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