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Introduction

1.
It's a very strange disease which has only recently had a resurgence in our country.  The victim generally lives in a nice, surburban home and is not employed.  The disease strikes women more than men.  

2.
Agoraphobia is increasingly becoming a serious problem here in the U.S.  It's kind of a strange name for a disease, but "agoraphobia" actually describes the symptoms very well.  "Agora" is the Greek term for "marketplace," and "phobia," of course, means "fear."  Therefore, agoraphobia literally means a "fear of the marketplace."  One suffering from this ailment has a tremendous fear of going outside.  The person usually stays indoors all the time, day after day, afraid to venture out into the marketplace.

3.
There's a temptation to become a Christian agoraphobic the longer we know Christ.  That's the believer who knows a great deal about Christ and perhaps even has great potential to minister to others, but, for  one reason or another is characterized by an isolationist behavior.  He's insulated from non-Christians.  He has few if any unbelievers for friends and spends all of his time with Christians.  This makes the Christian agoraphobic insensitive to the world and even afraid of unbelievers.  He can no longer relate.

4.
I've found that in the fifteen years that I've known Christ it's become increasingly difficult to prevent Christian agoraphobia.  When I became a Christian nearly all my friends were non-Christians like myself, but now it's almost the reverse-- partly because the last few years I've been involved primarily in ministries to Christians, I attend a seminary where (PTL) all the students and professors are believers, and most of my extra time has been invested in a good, solid church.

M.I.  5.
How does a person prevent Christian agoraphobia?  He needs to see Christ for who He really is then obey Christ by sharing Him as a way of life!  I believe this is a key truth in the account of Christ's Transfiguration as recorded in Luke 9:28-36.  

6.
This account is the most significant event between Christ's birth and death, so it actually appears in three of the four gospels, but we'll look primarily at Luke's account.  Chapter 9, beginning at verse 28.  Here we'll observe that beholding Christ for who He actually should result in obedience, especially as it relates to ministry in the world.

I.
Three disciples saw Christ in His glory (9:28-32).


[Jesus revealed Himself to His three closest followers.]

A.
When Peter, James and John accompanied Christ to a mountain to pray they witnessed Christ transfigured with Moses and Elijah (28-32).

1.
Verse 28 gives us some of the background for the event:

a.
The Time:  This happened eight days after Christ's promise in verse 27.  Mark and Matthew say six days but Luke includes the day of Jesus' teaching as well as the day of the Transfiguration itself.

b.
The Place: It took place on a mountain, a high mountain according to Mark's account.  The best evidence points to this mountain being the 9,000+ foot Mt. Meron, the highest mountain within Israel itself.  It kinda reminds me of Mt. Sinai where God appeared once before to His people.

c.
The People:  Notice that Jesus brought Peter, James and John.  They were in the inner circle of the disciples.

d.
The Occasion:  The four had gone to pray.

2.
Verses 29-31 detail the Transfiguration itself:

a.
Jesus' face and clothing comptetely changed (29).

1)
Luke omits the word "transfigured" used by both Matthew and Mark.

2)
The word "transfigured" is metemorphothe, from which we derive our English word "metamorphosis."  His appearance changed dramatically!

3)
Matthew says His face shone like the sun and His clothes became as white as the light (Mat 17:2).

4)
Mark notes that "His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone on the world could bleach them" (Mk 9:3) -- even the man from Glad!!!

b.
Moses and Elijah appeared in glory (30-31a).

1)
Why Moses and Elijah?  "These two men represent the beginning and the end of Israel, for Moses, the Lawgiver, founded the nation, and Elijah is to come back before the great and terrible day of the Lord" (BKC, p 230).

2)
Since Moses looks to the past and Elijah to the future, their appearance here reminds us of Christ continuing God's redemption from the first deliverance in the Exodus to the last deliverance at Christ's return to the earth.

c.
The three men spoke about Christ's soon coming death (31b).

1)
The "departure" referred to his leaving the earth through his death.  It's the Greek word exodus  and probably indicates a typology that just as the Exodus from Egypt delivered Israel from bondage, so also Christ's exodus from earth through dying on the cross would deliver man from an even far worse bondage -- an eternal separation from God because of sin (Morris).

2)
From this time on Jesus spoke often about His heading towards Jerusalem to die for man's sin there (9:51, 53; 13:33; 17:11; 18:31).   This is why He didn't want a lot of publicity about His miracles right then since the fulfillment had to take place in Jerusalem (36).

3.
Verse 32 records how the disciples saw Jesus.

a.
Notice that they were asleep or at least very drowsy (which isn't clear in the Greek). Sleepiness in prayer is something they were to become proficient at since they also would fall asleep in the garden.  (I'm good at this too!)

b.
Seeing this awesome light before them and hearing the three talk sure woke them up, though!

(You may be thinking, "Oh, if only I could be with Jesus like that I'd never fall asleep!  I'd serve Him so much more faithfully if I could just once see Him in all His glory like the disciples!"  Do you really think so?  Don't forget that all the disciples denied Him not too long after this event.  Most ran away in the Garden and Peter denied Christ outright.  Also, even those who saw His miracles did not necessarily follow Him.  No, we don't need supernatural experiences to believe since "we walk by faith and not by sight."  Besides…)

B.
Christ has even revealed more of Himself to us than He did to the disciples!

1.
We often think that the disciples had things much better off than us.

a.
They knew what He looked like (and we don't).

b.
They lived with Him day in and out (and didn't just read about Him like us).

c.
They could ask Him questions at any point in time (but we can't talk to Him personally).

2.
In actuality we know more about Christ now than they ever knew at this point.

a.
We have the answers to all the questions we ever need to know in the Word of God in our hands.  It reveals much greater detail about Christ's relationship to Israel, His death, His resurrection and His return to the earth than the disciples ever found out.

b.
Although we haven't seen Him (which isn't that important) or even lived with Him for a few years, we have Christ indwelling us through the Holy Spirit all the time, giving us power to overcome sin.

3.
Notice that Jesus revealed Himself fully only to His three most faithful men.  He does the same today, just like is revealed in John 14:21 where He claims, "He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."

a.
Don't you want to be in "the Lord's inner circle," so to speak?  Don't you want to be one to whom He really shows Himself?  -- one who has special insight into His Word, one who walks in wisdom?  I do too.

b.
Then we need to be people of God who are faithful to Him: in prayer, in Bible study and reading, and in evangelizing the lost.

(So there you are with the God of the universe before you in glorious splendor as we've seen in this first major part of the passage.  Now what in the world would you do in a situation like this?  The first thing you'd think of is to run and get your non-believing friends, right?  We all know those who are non-Christians need to see Christ for who He is, so you'd get them to Jesus as quickly as possible to show off Christ, wouldn't you?  Well, that's not exactly what Peter did…)

II.
Peter wanted to stay on the mountain to continue beholding Christ (9:33).


[He wanted to camp out to soak up the mountaintop experience with Jesus.]

A.
Why did Peter spout off with all this stuff about tents or booths or shelters?

1.
One reason is that he just didn't know what to say.  He saw Moses and Elijah leaving and didn't want them to go.  It was said of Abraham Lincoln, "He was a man who, when he had nothing to say, said nothing."  Here we see a Peter who  didn't know what to say, so he said something.

2.
If you'll turn back to the book of Zechariah 14:16 you'll gain some valuable insight into this passage.  Here's a prophecy which is still future today and will occur after Christ returns to the earth at His Second Coming.  After the defeat of many nations which fought against Israel verse 16 reads… 

a.
This "Feast of Tabernacles," or "Feast of Booths," was one of Israel's five feasts which the nation consistently neglected to celebrate.  It was a remembrance of the forty year period when Israel wandered in the wilderness, living in little booths, or tents.  After finally making it into the Promised Land the nation was supposed to live in tents outside their homes for a week each year.  This was to help the nation to never forget God's delivering them from Egypt and the cost of their disobedience -- 40 years of living in booths.

b.
God is saying here in Zechariah that in the thousand year reign of Christ on the earth (the Millennium) this Feast of Booths will again be celebrated, signaling that the Kingdom was beginning.

c.
It's likely that Peter was so ecstatic at the Transfiguration in Luke 9 that he thought the Millennial Kingdom was about to begin right then!  "So, let's build those booths!" was his reply, "No use waiting any longer!"

(Anyway, the point here is that Peter loved being there: what comfort, what glory, what ecstasy!  It was right where any Jew would love to be: worshipping the God of Israel with His best friends and oblivious to everything else in the world.  I think there's an important lesson for us here, too.  While we need these times of worship and adoration as well…)

B.
We need to be careful not to give the church such priority that we neglect the needs of those without Christ.

1.
Scripture does tell us that ministry to the church should be our highest priority.

a.
Galatians 6:10 says, "Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers."

b.
And John 13:34 also supports this concept where Christ said, "A new commandment I give you: Love one another."

2.
However, in order to keep the church as first priority we must reach out or else there soon will be no church!  Last week I was tempted in this very area of being an isolationist.  You see, a few weeks ago I landed the most interesting, part-time job.  I have been spending the past several Fridays in the hospital as a patient, a "human guinea pig," if you will.  I've been acting as a subject in some government experiments on a new drug designed to alleviate indigestion, and the experiment involves swallowing a tube in my mouth down to my stomach and an I.V. for twelve hours each Friday.  


Anyway, another man was also in the same ward undergoing the same torture, I mean, adventure.  He was in the room next to me just nine days ago, and I sensed the Lord was speaking to me to go to Willard's room to share Christ with him.  My first thought was, "But Lord, I'm writing my message to give at Grace Fellowship this Sunday!  I can't afford the time…"


As I was reminded that God could make up for my time I went into his room, got acquianted with him for a few minutes, then he said out of the blue, "Hey, I talked to an evangelist Tuesday night…"  Then he said that he had met another evangelist at a shoe store.  "Don't you think God is telling you something?" I asked.  Well, he knew the Lord was speaking to him to give his life to Christ and I knew it also.  So after I shared the Four Spiritual Laws with him, he bowed right there on his bed and received Christ as Savior -- with tube down his throat and needle still in his arm!

3.
I'm convinced that God has prepared the hearts of many others to believe in him, but too often I just like being on the mountaintop and forget about the people in the valley below.  I hope you don't have my problem.

(So far in this passage we've observed that the disciples saw Christ in His real splendor, yet this made them want to experience it all to themselves.  God's desire is better, though, and that's to get more people in on understanding and believing in who Christ really is…)

III.
The Father's command was to obey Christ down off the mountain (9:34-37).


[God instructed them to listen to Jesus and demonstrate this after the mountaintop experience.]

A.
The Lord interrupted Peter during his kingdom campout with a cloud (34).

B.
The Father's statement was to obey Jesus as the Messiah (35).

1.
Jews familiar to the Old Testament would have recognized what the Lord meant through His words, "Listen to Him!" since this same phrase was used in Deuteronomy 18:15 in this messianic prediction of a prophet who was greater than Moses.  

2.
Do you remember how many booths Peter wanted to build?  Three!  One for each of the three men, as if they were on equal par.

3.
God was, in effect, saying here, "Here before you stands not a man, but the Messiah Himself!  He deserves all your attention, all your obedience."

C.
After the voice Christ was alone in his normal human body (36).

1.
"So the scene ends with Jesus as the center of their attention" (Expositer's).

2.
Christ's prediction of Luke 9:27 had been fulfilled since some of the disciples did see a manifestation of the kingdom of a God before they died.

Conclusion

1.
The narrative of the Transfiguration teaches us several lessons, but the one I've sought to emphasize today is that the church shouldn't be in the "booth or shelter making business!"  Notice that the Father commanded the disciples to obey Christ, but He didn't get any more specific than that.  I want to get a bit more specific, especially in light of our situation here at Grace Fellowship Church.  

a.
Remember how Peter, being in such a good situation, wanted to just stay there and savor every moment?  You'll notice that in the very next chapter (Luke 10) Christ sent him out to minister the gospel as part of the seventy.  

b.
I think we may have this same temptation and neglect obeying Christ by reaching out to let others in on this great adventure of knowing Christ personally as the great God of the universe.  Since we can be tempted to stay put like Peter…

2.
We need to resist the temptation to be isolationist Christians who have little contact with the world.  The cure for agoraphobia…  The cure for Christian agoraphobia… 

a.
We're a brand new church, many of us just getting to know one another, we're excited about being together and seeing God's blessing in our midst.  He's provided an excellent place to meet, He's met our financial needs, He's given us a bright future.

b.
The disciples were commanded by Christ in Matthew 17:9 not to share the Transfiguration with anyone until after the resurrection since Christ had to go to Jerusalem.  However, we have a command from Christ to "Go!" in Matthew 28:19.

3.
There's a real danger of not really going, but becoming ingrown, even as a new church.  The serious threat of this possibility is illustrated aptly in a parable called, "The Lifesaving Station."

4.
We need to be on the cutting edge in evangelism, being sensitive to the many needs of non-Christians around us, reaching out.

5.
"People Need the Lord"  (duet by Susan and I; Chris Christian's "Mountaintop " also would work well).

6.
God didn't allow the disciples to stay on the mountain because He had a job for them to do!  We have a job too.  We must go from the mountain to the men.  That means we have to introduce ourselves to non-believers before we can introduce them to our Savior

7.
How should we do this?  Many ways, both as individuals and as a church body: sharing Christ door-to-door, learning all the names of our neighbors, opening our homes for meals, reaching out to our fellow employees and a host of other ways which I hope to elaborate upon tonight.

8.
Prayer:

"Father God, we realize that people indeed do need the Lord.  All around us are empty people, filled with care.  Daily they are being shipwrecked and drowned in life's stormy seas.  You have established us in this northwest area of Fort Worth, but You have ordained that we be a lifesaving station, not a club.  Speak to us about individuals whom we know who desperately need salvation from the troubled waters.  Guide us in Your specific purposes for us to be a lighthouse in the darkness, leading people to You, the true Source of light.  Through the saving name of Jesus, Amen."


