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What Friends Can Do
Luke 5:17-26

Topic:	Evangelism
Subject:	How can we as eternal friends make a difference in our broken world?
Complement:	We can bring needy people to Jesus!
Purpose:	The listeners will bring needy people to Jesus.
Introduction
Interest: Luke emphasized the role of friends in his gospel.
Luke alone emphasized Jesus winning friends to help them.
He also noted the importance of women.
Subject: How can we as eternal friends make a difference in our broken world?  We can bring needy people to Jesus!
I.	The need is very great.
The paralytic could do nothing for himself—his body was his prison with complete dependence upon his friends. 
He had hands and feet but couldn’t use them
[bookmark: _GoBack]He undoubtedly was smelly and needed help from his friends even to go to the toilet.
The need in France was made clear to us two days ago when two gunman slaughtered 
II.	Friends cooperate.
A man at that time weighed about 65 kg, which was too much for one man to carry but manageable for four men.  
We also must work together.  
When friends cooperate, the task is easier.
Michael and his brother worked together to fix the toilet bowl of his parents.  One couldn’t have done it alone.
III.	Friends sacrifice.
Four friends journeyed to bring their friend to Jesus.  
No mention is made of how hot the weather was, how long the journey took, or the other inconveniences.  These didn’t matter!
There is also no mention of the owner of the home complaining about his roof being taken apart.  Perhaps the homeowner was one of the disciples!
We have to pay the price to help others.
IV.  Friends work together to bring people to Jesus.
Getting their friend to Jesus was their primary concern.
The power of the Lord Jesus was there to heal the sick.  
When clumps of clay fell on his head from the roof being dismantled, he waited patiently.  He didn’t bother with the dust and mess and inability to breathe, he waited with about the 50 in the house.  Those outside couldn’t get in and those inside couldn’t get out.
Jesus saw beyond the obvious to his true need for forgiveness, though the religious leaders took offence.
Jesus couldn’t simply pronounce forgiveness without a price being paid.
However, Jesus bore this man’s sins and he trusted in Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-19).
We must work together to bring people to Jesus.
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”—“All our sins and grief to bear...”
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”—“Jesus sought me while a stranger…”
Conclusion
Let’s work together to bring needy people to Jesus (MI).
The need in our world is very great.
Our world is broken and without Christ.
Radical ideologies are ravaging the world—from ISIS to atheists like Richard Dawkins.
Three Malaysian airlines crashed in 2014—one Air Asia jet just two weeks ago.
We all know individuals in need.
We work together to resolve the spiritual paralysis of our time.
Jesus said, “Love each other as I have loved you.  There is no greater love than this than for a man to lay down his life for his friend.”
Let us take up our cross and follow Jesus.
How can we bring people to Jesus?
Go join the SBC alumni in 40 nations to proclaim Him with Christ-centered lives.
Pray and bring people to Jesus.  Use the SBC prayer journal:
Sunday Saints in your church and sphere of influence
Monday Missionaries
Tuesday Thanksgiving
Wednesday Workers in authority
Thursday Tasks we must do
Friday Family and relatives
Saturday Sinners who need Christ
