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Recognizing God’s Work
Luke 2:21-38

Topic:	Faith
Subject:	How can we recognize what God is doing in our lives and around us?
Complement:	Understand how he works by faith in close relationship with God.
Purpose:	The listeners will recognize how God is working in their lives.
Introduction
Interest: Do you believe God is working today?
Need: Is he working in your life?
Background: The first-century Jews were expecting deliverance from the Romans, but they got a baby from a poor family instead.
Subject: How can we recognize what God is doing in our lives and around us?
Preview: There are three requirements to understand what God is doing in our lives and around us.
Text: Luke 2:21-38
I.	Understand how God works (21-24).
Three separate events happen here:
Circumcision: This was required at eight days.
Purification: Women were required to undergo a 40-day process after birth, according to Leviticus 22.
Offer a bird as a sin offering.
Offer a lamb as a burnt offering (or two birds for the poor).
Presentation: Exodus 13 required a new mother to dedicate her firstborn son to the Lord. 
Why did Luke mention so many details?
Many times, the text said that they did these “according to the law.”
Galatians 4:4 shows us that Jesus was “born under the law.”
We also must recognize God’s work:
God usually works within the system he created.
He typically uses people rather than miracles.
He uses His Word and circumstances to accomplish his work in us and through us.
God’s work often seems ordinary—not flashy!
God works through our obedience!
Commit to obey the Bible. 
Commit to regular (ideally daily) time with God.
Show up faithfully to opportunities for growth or ministry.
II.	Live in informed, expectant faith (25-35).
Simeon lived in expectant faith.
Simeon knew that he would not die before seeing the Messiah: “At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah” (25-26).
Why all this detail about Simeon’s character?
His character was an important part of how he could recognize Jesus as the Messiah.
He was a reliable witness to Jesus’ role.
The Spirit led him to the temple that very day. But he was looking at a 40-day old baby born to a poor family from Nazareth—and yet he could see that he was the Messiah!
How? He knew Isaiah’s prophecy and that the Spirit revealed it to him.
“He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6).
“The LORD has demonstrated his holy power before the eyes of all the nations. All the ends of the earth will see the victory of our God” (Isaiah 52:10). This gives a picture of a visible, public victory.
He told Mary that Jesus was appointed for three things (34):
Many would fall.
Others would rise
Jesus would be a sign to all.
Simeon also knew Isaiah 52–53 that predicted a suffering Savior. 
We must live in expectant faith.
Understand God’s promises of what he is going to do.
Develop our character
Discipline and suffering
Bring people from all nations to faith
Promised to come again
Expect God to do what he has promised.
See suffering as God’s means to cause us growth.
Know that Jesus can come any day!
III.	Maintain a close relationship with God (36-38).
Anna was also a person of character, with a walk of worship, serving as a reliable witness of Jesus.
Luke 2:36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer.
God revealed Jesus to her as another reliable witness to Jesus role and identity: 38 She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
Anna focused on the things in God’s heart (like fasting and prayer).
What is your focus during the ordinary days of the week?
Conclusion
Understand how he works by faith in a close relationship with God (Main Idea).
How were Simeon and Anna able to see God’s work?
Familiarity with and obedience to  God’s Word 
Lifestyle of worship
Committed to what God values
Led by the Spirit
Expectant of God’s future work
Application: Be the same.

