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Honor for a Faithful Criminal
Luke 23:39-43
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Purpose:	The listeners will 
Introduction
Background: The two murderers argued on the cross.
I.	The criminal admitted that he had done wrong (40-41).
He disagreed with the other criminal as he acknowledged that he was being punished justly.
We should do the same—turn from our sins.
II.	The criminal confessed that Jesus would receive his kingdom (42).
His faith was great, admitting Jesus as King.
He knew that death was not the end.
III.	Jesus honors faith (43).
Jesus looks for even the smallest amount of faith.
The criminal understood little of salvation—but he did know that it was in Jesus.
Luke uses the word “today” many times, always with a literal meaning. 
IV. Jesus brings us to Paradise. 
The OT saw people going down at death, but the NT sees us going up—so Jesus notes the NT concept. 
The Parable of the Vineyard Workers shows that all receive the same salvation.
Luke 16 shows us that all the righteous were in Paradise.
But since then all were lifted to Paradise (Eph 4:8-9).
But what is Paradise?
The Van Dyke translation is not accurate in that it does not distinguish the terms grave and hell and hades. 
Paradise is the abode of God.
The NT emphasizes not Paradise but being in Paradise with Jesus. Paul longed be in Paradise with Christ (Phil 1:23).
Luke 23 is the first time Paradise in noted in the NT.
Also, Paul refers to being caught up to the third heaven or Paradise (2 Cor 12:2, 4).
The first heaven is our atmosphere.
The second is the solar system.
The third is the heaven that we cannot see—Paradise, the abode of God.
The Paradise of God is where we have the right to eat from the Tree of Life, which is the same as the capital of the New Jerusalem (Rev 21–22).
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