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Meekness and Majesty: 
Annunciation of Jesus' Birth
Luke 1:26-38

Topic:	Meekness
Subject:	How do we see both meekness and majesty in the birth of Jesus?
Complement:	
Purpose:	The listeners will 
Introduction
Interest: Today’s text contrasts the majesty of Jesus with his meek nature.
Need: Philippians 2:5-6 shows Jesus taking on humanity in a humble form. But why didn’t Jesus come in obvious power?
Jesus came to bring salvation in his first coming, not to rule as a king.
Our problem is solved not by power, but by a sacrificial death.
Jesus identified with all human weakness and suffering.
Jesus revealed God’s character.
Background: 
Luke gives an orderly account of the stories of Jesus and John.
Chapters 2–4 show an interplay between these two.
Subject: How do we see both meekness and majesty in the birth of Jesus?
Preview: Meekness and majesty is seen in four parts.
Text: Luke 1:26-38
I.	Lowliness Revealed: Mary was from humble roots (26-27).
Nazareth was a small town with a bad reputation (cf. John 1:46).
Mary was insignificant as the world measures significance.
Poor
Illiterate, uneducated
Young (probably 13ish)
A female in a male-dominated culture
Why would God select a nobody from a no-name town to be the king of the universe? 
This reflects who Jesus came to be.
This reflects how God usually works!
Mary was engaged to Joseph, a descendant of King David, and thus tied to the OT prophecies of the Messiah.
II.	Grace Extended: God favored Mary (28-29).
Mary was favored from the word charis, to be treated with undeserved kindness.
“Hail, Mary, full of grace” does not give honor to Mary based on her nature. Mary was the recipient of grace, not the source of it.
God also chose the patriarchs based on grace:
Abraham: “I am with you!”
Isaac: “I am with you!”
Jacob: “I am with you!”
Moses: “I am with you!”
Gideon: “I am with you!” (Judges 6:12)
III.	Majesty Predicted: Jesus will be great before God (30-35).
Unqualified greatness is a trait given to God throughout the Bible.
He will be the Son of the Most High (Son of God). What does this mean?
Role of messianic king (how Jews used the term “son of God”)
Not yet an expression of deity, for his reign will be only over the house of Jacob forever (cf. 2 Sam 7:16; Isa 9:7)
Mary asked how it could happen, but it was not doubt like Zechariah.
The angel said that this will be something that has never happened with a conception apart from a man.
The baby would be holy:
Set apart
Sharing in God’s purity
Son of God—a miraculous conception that was:
Beyond traditional Jewish understanding
Divine origin
Set apart from sin
Uniquely related to God
IV.	Power Promised: God would give her a sign in the pregnancy of the aged Elizabeth (36-38).
Nothing is impossible for God, including a virgin birth.
Mary’s response showed amazing submission: “I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
A miraculous conception was an impossible promise.
She would have a challenging marriage with rumors flying.
Her reputation would be tarnished.
Conclusion
Meekness and majesty would result in the eternal Messiah being born (Main Idea).
Application: 
We need meekness.
God values the weak and lowly. Even if we have a position of power, we must exercise it with grace.
We need God’s grace and favor, like Mary.
Surrender whatever role God has for you in life an ministry.
We have the hope of majesty.
We have the reality of our eternal king.
We have hope of God’s power in any situation. 
