Anna Lee #212
LUKE 1:1-4
1Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

Exegetical Outline

Exegetical Idea: The purpose Luke investigated the available sources and then wrote an orderly account was to affirm the faith of Theophilus.

I. The content of the Gospel of Luke was based on two main sources (1:1-2)
A. There were written sources from people who had recorded what they had seen. (1:1)
B. There were oral traditions passed down from those who were the eyewitnesses and servants of the word. (1:2)

II. The response of Luke to the available sources was to investigate them (1:3)
A. He investigated the sources from the beginning, even further back in history than Matthew. (1:3a)
B. He decided to write an orderly account after investigating. (1:3b)

III. The purpose of Luke in writing the Gospel of Luke was to affirm the faith of Theophilus (1:4)
A. Theophilus was taught of Jesus’ teachings by other people. (1:4a)
B. Theophilus would be certain that the things he was taught were true. (1:4b)
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Homiletical Outline
CHECK IT OUT!
(Luke 1:1-4)

Introduction:
1. Arouse interest: [Show a newspaper cutting.]  How reliable are the sources of this piece of news?
2. Need: Do we check things out before affirming them, or do we believe everything we’re told?
3. Subject: How can we be sure of what we know about Christ?
4. Background: Luke was a Gentile historian who checked out various records of Jesus and then wrote an orderly account for Theophilus. [MI]
5. Preview: Today, we will see what Luke did with the sources and why he did so.

I. There were many sources during Luke’s time when he wrote his Gospel (1:1-2)
A. In Jesus’ time, the training in the Jewish schools of Palestine was almost all oral, so the apostles also used the oral method to teach the early Christians.
B. Some people would have written down the teachings of the apostles regarding Christ.

II. Although there were many sources during Luke’s time, he had two different objectives in writing a fresh compilation (1:3)
A. He decided to go further back into history than the other writings. (3a)
B. He presented the whole story in a consecutive manner. (3b)

III. With his compilation, Luke hoped that he would affirm the faith of Theophilus (1:4)
A. Theophilus would have been a friend of Luke.
B. He trusted Luke’s compilation as an accurate account of Jesus.

Conclusion:
1. Luke, as a model, showed us that he studied his sources well and was confident of his record due to his reliable method. [MI restated]
2. Do we, too, take great pains like Luke to study the Scripture so that we may present the Gospel correctly to other people? [App]

