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Luke 12:13-21
Topic:
Materialism/Greed

Theme:
How does God cure us of ODM/greed (ODM: One Dollar More)?  

Thrust:
Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others.

Purpose:
The listeners will curb greed in their lives by investing their money in others.

Song:
“Blessed Be Your Name”
Introduction

1. Interest: [Rockefeller had the ODM syndrome—he “needed” just “One Dollar More.”]

a) About 80 years ago John D. Rockefeller controlled the US oil industry so much that he was earning $10,000 a week—a huge chunk of money back then!  Like the millionaire Andrew Carnie, who said, “Millionaires seldom smile,” Rockefeller…

b) Once was asked by a reporter, “How much money do you need to be happy?”  He replied, “One dollar more.” 

c) I call this the ODM Syndrome—the “One Dollar More” affliction.
2. Need: Do you have ODM?  

a) How would you know if it afflicts you?  Well, do you find yourself saying, “Things would be great if only I had just a bit more money”?  Are you satisfied with the money that God has given you right now?

b) ODM can apply, of course, not just to money.  That desire for more can be a desire for prestige, position, power, possessions––the things money can buy.
3. Subject: God is most generous one you’ll find—and he wants us to follow in his steps.  So how does God cure us of ODM?
4. Background: 
a) The popular belief in Jesus’ time was the more money you had, the more God was pleased with you! Pharisees were rich, so they reasoned they must also be righteous.

b) Maybe because we all struggle with this selfish attitude is why a pastor asked me to preach on the rich fool in Luke 12 this summer while he skips town on vacation!  I figured if it was good for one church, then I’ll speak on it in some other churches too—as I will speak in 9 churches over 8 weeks in 7 states this summer!
5. Preview/Text: So here we go…Today we’ll see two ways that God cures us of ODM in Luke 12:13-21. The first way that God frees us from ODM is… [transition]
I.
God keeps us from money that we want (13-15).

[God frees us from ODM by not allowing us to have money that could hurt us.]

A. A man once asked for Jesus’ help because his brother was cheating him out of his inheritance (13).
1. He must have thought that he really could make a case—otherwise he wouldn’t have brought the issue to Jesus.

2. After all, his brother hadn’t shared any of the inheritance with him but had kept it all to himself.

B. Jesus helped the disinherited man see his own ODM problem (14-15).
1. Jesus refused to judge between two brothers regarding who was greedier (14).
a) Why did Jesus refuse to solve this injustice?  Why didn’t he ask for more details to see if the man had a good case?  

b) Christ is always more concerned with heart matters over financial matters—heart surgery takes priority over money!

2. He instead warned the disinherited man that he had a worse ODM problem (15a).

a) Note that Jesus addressed the whole crowd instead of just the man himself.

b) Jesus knows that greed is an issue we all face!  So he told the crowd…

3. Life’s value is not based on possessions (15b).

a) Was this really greed? Didn’t the brother only want equitable treatment?

b) Well, Jesus believes that our passion for fairness stems from greed itself!

c) Jesus saw greed not as a desire for more than our share—rather, greed insists that we get any of our share!

C. God sometimes reveals our ODM tendencies by taking money away.
1. Sometimes God doesn't allow us money that we think we deserve.

a) Grandpa dies, right?  Then what? I know siblings who argued over their inheritance so much that they never talk to one another again!  Rather than being satisfied with what they got, the ODM peril entrapped them.

b) Maybe you didn’t get a job you wanted—or you did, like once when I thought I’d be like my salesman friend and make thousands.  Well, 3 months later and I hadn’t made a single sale!  Now I see that God was protecting me from ODM!

2. At other times God lets others cheat us to reveal our ODM.

a) The business partner takes what you feel is yours…

b) Or the excessive taxes take it all—preventing us from ODM!  Last year I had $9000 in taxable income, but California took over $1000 of it!


(So God sometimes frees us from ODM when he keeps us from money that we want—money that could hurt us.  But at other times he does the opposite! God can also cure us from ODM when…)
II.
God gives us money to give to others (16-21).
 [God frees us from ODM by blessing us with money that can help others.]

A. [The parable of a rich fool defines greed as when a man thinks only of himself (16-21).]

1. What’s so wrong about this man being a good businessman?  Is Jesus against making money or saving money?  Not at all!

2. Notice that Jesus answers the disinherited brother’s ODM with the rich fool parable.  So what was the same, basic problem both of them had?

a) Within three verses, the fool refers to himself at least 14 times—but he never once mentions God or others!

b) Both of them failed to see that financial blessing came from God.

c) Both also only saw money for them—not as a means to help others.

3. So how does God answer the rich man’s ODM problem (20-21)?

a) Since the fool referred only to himself, God also speaks only of him some five times in a single verse—but God’s five statements about the man are five rebukes!

b) God says in verse 21 that he would soon take the fool’s life so that the blessings could be given to others—something the rich fool refused to do!  In other words…

B. All ODM people will give their money to others after they die (20b-21).

1. It’s been said that “he who dies with the most stuff, wins.”  Really?

a) We’re familiar with seeing the hearse bring the body alone—unless…

b) Someone photoshops a U-Haul behind it!

2. So the best solution to ODM is to unclench your fist of money now and share it.  Those who refuse to do this live miserable lives—like these men…

a) "The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it." 
W. H. Vanderbilt 

b) "I am the most miserable man on earth." John Jacob Astor 

c) "I was happier when doing a mechanic's job." Henry Ford 

3. So what does being “rich toward God” look like (21)?

a) God doesn’t need money, but investing in others shows we’re rich towards God.

b) Warren Wiersbe writes insightfully, “How tragic when people are rich in this world but poor in the next!” (Bible Exposition Commentary on Luke 12:21).
Conclusion

1. So how does God free us from ODM?  Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others (MI/MPs).

2. We have some great examples of men who refused to build bigger barns.

a) R. G. LeTourneau was so blessed by God in his earthmoving business that he committed to live on 10% and give the other 90% away.

b) Ed Sheffield was my friend who wore K-Mart tennis shoes, lived in a modest house, and never bought new cars.  A life goal of his was to give away $50,000 a year!

3. But we don’t need to look at millionaires to find good examples.  

a) A study by Moody Monthly magazine around 1987 showed that, the more money Christians earn, the lower percentage they give away.

b) Middle-income earners typically give about 3%, but when they get wealthier, they tend to give less than 1% of their money away!  A 2007 study shows that those making US$10,000 annually give the highest percent of income—4.3%!

4. In the 1980s a Christian man saw that, the more people earned, the more money they spent—so that life became a vicious cycle of earning and spending more and more.  

a) He purposed for that NOT to happen to him, so he promised the Lord that he would live on $30,000 annually.  That was enough for him and his family to live on then—not luxuriously but in such a way that he could take care of the needs of his family.  

b) So he promised to give away 100% of his income over $30,000.  He tithed $3000 of that first $30,000—and then when God raised his income to $40,000, he gave the $3000 but added to that tithe the extra $10,000 too.  

c) Guess what happened?  He died in poverty!  (Just kidding.)  No, God blessed him more and more!  Instead of his money resulting in bigger barns, he saw God give him a bigger impact in other’s lives.
5. [Do you own your money or does your money own you?]  A woman named Eddie Ogan wrote this account that I want to share with you…

“The Rich Family in Our Church”

by Eddie Ogan (This sounds like a man’s name, but the author is a woman)
I'll never forget Easter 1946.  I was 14, my little sister Ocy, 12, and my older sister Darlene, 16.  We lived at home with our mother, and the four of us knew what it was to do without many things.

My dad had died 5 years before, leaving Mom with seven school kids to raise and no money.  By 1946 my older sisters were married, and my brothers had left home.

A month before Easter, the pastor of our church announced that a special Easter offering would be taken to help a poor family.  He asked everyone to save and give sacrificially. When we got home, we talked about what we could do.  We decided to buy 50 pounds of potatoes and live on them for a month. This would allow us to save $20 of our grocery money for the offering.  Then we thought that if we kept our electric lights turned out as much as possible and didn't listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's electric bill.  Darlene got as many house and yard cleaning jobs as possible, and both of us baby sat for everyone we could. For 15 cents, we could buy enough cotton loops to make three potholders to sell for $1.  We made $20 on potholders.

That month was one of the best of our lives.  Every day we counted the money to see how much we had saved.  At night we'd sit in the dark and talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy having the money the church would give them.  We had about 80 people in church, so we figured that whatever amount of money we had to give, the offering would surely be 20 times that much.  After all, every Sunday the Pastor had reminded everyone to save for the sacrificial offering.

The day before Easter, Ocy and I walked to the grocery store and got the manager to give us three crisp $20 bills and one $10 bill for all our change.  We ran all the way home to show Mom and Darlene.  We had never had so much money before. That night we were so excited we could hardly sleep.  We didn't care that we wouldn't have new clothes for Easter; we had $70 for the sacrificial offering.  We could hardly wait to get to church!

On Sunday morning, rain was pouring.  We didn't own an umbrella, and the church was over a mile from our home, but it didn't seem to matter how wet we got.  Darlene had cardboard in her shoes to fill the holes. The cardboard came apart, and her feet got wet.  But we sat in church proudly.  I heard some teenagers talking about the Smith girls having on their old dresses.  I looked at them in their new clothes, and I felt so rich.

When the sacrificial offering was taken, we were sitting on the second row from the front.  Mom put in the $10 bill, and each of us girls put in a $20. As we walked home after church, we sang all the way.  At lunch Mom had a surprise for us.  She had bought a dozen eggs, and we had boiled Easter eggs with our fried potatoes! 

Late that afternoon the minister drove up in his car.  Mom went to the door, talked with him for a moment, and then came back with an envelope in her hand.  We asked what it was, but she didn't say a word.  She opened the envelope and out fell a bunch of money.  There were three crisp $20 bills, one $10 and seventeen $1 bills.  Mom put the money back in the envelope.  We didn't talk, just sat and stared at the floor.  We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling like poor white trash. We kids had had such a happy life that we felt sorry for anyone who didn't have our mom and dad for parents and a house full of brothers and sisters and other kids visiting constantly.  We thought it was fun to share silverware and see whether we got the fork or the spoon that night.  We had two knives that we passed around to whoever needed them.

I knew we didn't have a lot of things that other people had, but I'd never thought we were poor.  That Easter Day I found out we were.  The minister had brought us the money for the poor family, so we must be poor.  I didn't like being poor.  I looked at my dress and worn-out shoes and felt so ashamed that I didn't want to go back to church.  Everyone there probably already knew we were poor! I thought about school.  I was in the ninth grade and at the top of my class of over 100 students.  I wondered if the kids at school knew we were poor.  I decided I could quit school since I had finished the eighth grade.  That was all the law required at that time.

We sat in silence for a long time.  Then it got dark, and we went to bed.  All that week, we girls went to school and came home, and no one talked much.  Finally on Saturday, Mom asked us what we wanted to do with the money.  What did poor people do with money?  We didn't know.

We'd never known we were poor.  We didn't want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom said we had to. Although it was a sunny day, we didn't talk on the way. Mom started to sing, but no one joined in and she only sang one verse.

At church we had a missionary speaker.  He talked about how churches in Africa made buildings out of sun-dried bricks, but they need money to buy roofs.  He said $100 would put a roof on a church.  The minister said, "Can't we all sacrifice to help these poor people?"

We looked at each other and smiled for the first time in a week.  Mom reached into her purse and pulled out the envelope. She passed it to Darlene.  Darlene gave it to me, and I handed it to Ocy.  Ocy put it in the offering.  When the offering was counted, the minister announced that it was a little over $100.  The missionary was excited.  He hadn't expected such a large offering from our small church.  He said, "You must have some rich people in this church."  Suddenly it struck us!  We had given $87 of that "little over $100."  We were the rich family in the church!  Hadn't the missionary said so?  From that day on I've never been poor again.  I've always remembered how rich I am because I have Jesus.
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The ODM Syndrome
Luke 12:13-21
Topic:
Materialism/Greed
Theme:
How does God cure us of ODM/greed (ODM: One Dollar More)?  
Thrust:
Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others.
Purpose:
The listeners will curb greed in their lives by investing their money in others.
Introduction

1. Interest: [Rockefeller was afflicted with the ODM syndrome—he felt he needed just “One Dollar More.”]

a) About 80 years ago John D. Rockefeller controlled the US oil industry so much that he was earning $10,000 a week—a huge chunk of money back then!  Like the millionaire Andrew Carnie, who said, “Millionaires seldom smile,” Rockefeller…

b) Once was asked by a reporter, “How much money do you need to be happy?”  He replied, “One dollar more.” 

c) I call this the ODM Syndrome—the “One Dollar More” affliction.
2. Need: Do you have ODM?  

a) How would you know if it afflicts you?  Well, do you find yourself saying, “Things would be great if only I had just a bit more money”?  Are you satisfied with the money that God has given you right now?

b) ODM can apply, of course, not just to money.  That desire for more can be a desire for prestige, position, and things money can buy.
3. Subject: God is most generous one you’ll find—and he wants us to follow in his steps.  So how does God cure us of ODM?
4. Background: 
a) The popular belief in Jesus’ time was the more money people had, the more God was pleased with them!  Since the Pharisees were rich, they reasoned that they must also be righteous.

b) We find the same teaching today—the “Health & Wealth Gospel”—where the focus is on us—not Jesus.  Maybe since this selfish attitude starts so young is why a pastor asked me to preach on the rich fool in Luke 12 this summer while he skips town on vacation!  I figured if it was good for one church, then I’ll speak on it in other churches too—as I will speak in 9 churches over 8 weeks in 7 states this summer!
5. Preview/Text: So here we go…Today we’ll see two ways that God cures us of ODM in Luke 12:13-21. [Read all 8 verses.]
6. Transition: The first way that God frees us from ODM is…
I.
God keeps us from money that we want (13-15).

[God frees us from ODM by not allowing us to have money that could hurt us.]

A. A man once asked for Jesus’ help was because his brother was cheating him out of his inheritance (13).
1. There is an inherent contradiction here: he acknowledges Christ as teacher, but then he commands him to get his “fair share”!

2. Evidently this disinherited brother thought Jesus would side with him (13).

a) He must have thought that he really could make a case—otherwise he wouldn’t have brought the issue to Jesus.

b) After all, his brother hadn’t shared any of the inheritance with him but had kept it all to himself.

c) His brother was probably the older brother, who received a double portion—but this older brother didn’t share a nickel! 

B. Jesus helped the disinherited man see his own ODM problem (14-15).
1. Jesus refused to judge between two brothers regarding who was greedier (14).
a) Why did Jesus refuse to solve this injustice?  Why didn’t he ask for more details to see if the man had a good case?  Most of us asked for help in a situation like this would ask some more questions: “Well, how much is the inheritance?  How much did he give you?  Why is he withholding your portion?”

b) But Christ is always more concerned with heart matters over financial matters—heart surgery takes priority over money!

c) So Jesus didn’t even find it necessary to learn about the details of the case.

2. He instead warned the disinherited man that he had a worse ODM problem (15a).

a) Note that Jesus addressed the whole crowd instead of just the man himself.

b) Jesus knows that this isn’t an isolated case—greed is an issue we all face!

c) So he took it as a teaching opportunity for the crowd to tell them that…

3. Life’s value is not based only on possessions (15b).

a) Was this really greed? Didn’t the brother only want equitable treatment?

b) Well, Jesus believes that our passion for fairness stems from greed itself!

c) Jesus saw greed not as a desire for more than our share—rather, greed insists that we get any of our share!

C. God sometimes reveals our ODM tendencies by taking money away.
1. Sometimes God doesn't allow us money that we think we deserve.

a) Grandpa dies, right?  Then what? I know siblings who argued over their inheritance so much that they never talk to one another again!  Rather than being satisfied with what they got, the ODM peril entrapped them.

b) Maybe you didn’t get a job you wanted—or you did, like once when I thought I’d be like my salesman friend and make thousands.  Well, 3 months later and I hadn’t made a single sale!  Now I see that God was protecting me from ODM!

2. At other times God lets others cheat us to reveals our ODM.

a) The business partner takes what you feel is yours…

b) Or the excessive taxes take it all—preventing us from ODM!  Last year I had $9000 in taxable income, but California took over $1000 of it!


(So God sometimes frees us from ODM when he keeps us from money that we want—money that could hurt us.  But at other times he does the opposite! God can also cure us from ODM when…)
II.
God gives us money to give to others (16-21).
 [God frees us from ODM by blessing us with money that can help others.]

A. [The parable of a rich fool defines greed as when a man thinks only of himself (16-20).]

1. What’s so wrong about this man being a good businessman?  Is Jesus against making money or saving money?  Not at all!

2. Notice that Jesus answers the disinherited brother’s ODM with the rich fool parable.  So what was the same, basic problem of both of them had?

a) Within three verses, the fool refers to himself at least 14 times—but he never once mentions God or others!

b) Both of them failed to see that financial blessing came from God.

c) Both also only saw money for them—not as a means to help others.

3. So how does God answer the rich man’s ODM problem (20)?

a) Since the fool referred only to himself, God also speaks only of him some five times in a single verse—but God’s five statements about the man are five rebukes!

b) God says in verse 21 that he would soon take the fool’s life so that the blessings could be given to others—something the rich fool refused to do!

B. All ODM people will give their money to others after they die (21).

1. It’s been said that “he who dies with the most stuff, wins.”  Really?

a) We’re familiar with seeing the hearse bring the body alone—unless…

b) Someone photoshops a U-Haul behind it!  After a rich man died, one friend asked another, “How much did he leave behind?”  The answer: “All of it!”

2. So the best solution to ODM is to unclench your fist of money now and share it.  Those who refuse to do this live miserable lives—like these men…

a) "The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it." 
W. H. Vanderbilt 

b) "I am the most miserable man on earth." John Jacob Astor 

c) "I was happier when doing a mechanic's job." Henry Ford 

3. So what does being “rich toward God” look like (21)?

a) God doesn’t need any money, but investing in others shows we’re rich towards God.

b) Warren Wiersbe writes insightfully, “How tragic when people are rich in this world but poor in the next!” (Bible Exposition Commentary on Luke 12:21).
Conclusion

1. So how does God free us from ODM?  Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others (MI/MPs).

2. We have some great examples of men who refused to build bigger barns.

a) R. G. LeTourneau was so blessed by God in his earthmoving business that he committed to live on 10% and give the other 90% away.

b) Bunker Hunt was a Texan oilman who lived in a modest, single-story home like most of us have.  He thought, “Why would I need more than this?”

c) Ed Sheffield was my friend who wore K-Mart tennis shoes, lived in a modest house, and never bought new cars.  A life goal of his was to give away $150,000 a year!

3. But we don’t need to look at millionaires to find good examples.  

a) A study by Moody Monthly magazine showed that, the more money Christians earn, the lower percentage they give away.

b) Middle-income earners typically give about 3%, but when they get wealthier, they tend to give less than 1% of their money away!  

c) Why?  They actually have far more money to help others—but more of that money is spent on their own wants.

4. In the 1980s a Christian man saw that, the more people earned, the more money they spent—so that life became a vicious cycle of earning and spending more and more.  

a) He purposed for that NOT to happen to him, so he promised the Lord that he would live on $30,000 annually.  That was enough for him and his family to live on then—not luxuriously but in such a way that he could take care of the needs of his family.  

b) So he promised to give away 100% of his income over $30,000.  He tithed $3000 of that first $30,000—and then when God raised his income to $40,000, he gave the $3000 but added to that tithe the extra $10,000 too.  

c) Guess what happened?  God blessed him more and more!  Instead of his money resulting in bigger barns, he saw God give him a bigger impact in other’s lives.
5. A woman named Eddie Ogan wrote this account that I want to share with you…

“The Rich Family in Our Church”

by Eddie Ogan (This sounds like a man’s name, but the author is a woman)
I'll never forget Easter 1946.  I was 14, my little sister Ocy, 12, and my older sister Darlene, 16.  We lived at home with our mother, and the four of us knew what it was to do without many things.

My dad had died 5 years before, leaving Mom with seven school kids to raise and no money.  By 1946 my older sisters were married, and my brothers had left home.

A month before Easter, the pastor of our church announced that a special Easter offering would be taken to help a poor family.  He asked everyone to save and give sacrificially. When we got home, we talked about what we could do.  We decided to buy 50 pounds of potatoes and live on them for a month. This would allow us to save $20 of our grocery money for the offering.  Then we thought that if we kept our electric lights turned out as much as possible and didn't listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's electric bill.  Darlene got as many house and yard cleaning jobs as possible, and both of us baby sat for everyone we could. For 15 cents, we could buy enough cotton loops to make three potholders to sell for $1.  We made $20 on potholders.

That month was one of the best of our lives.  Every day we counted the money to see how much we had saved.  At night we'd sit in the dark and talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy having the money the church would give them.  We had about 80 people in church, so we figured that whatever amount of money we had to give, the offering would surely be 20 times that much.  After all, every Sunday the Pastor had reminded everyone to save for the sacrificial offering.

The day before Easter, Ocy and I walked to the grocery store and got the manager to give us three crisp $20 bills and one $10 bill for all our change.  We ran all the way home to show Mom and Darlene.  We had never had so much money before. That night we were so excited we could hardly sleep.  We didn't care that we wouldn't have new clothes for Easter; we had $70 for the sacrificial offering.  We could hardly wait to get to church!

On Sunday morning, rain was pouring.  We didn't own an umbrella, and the church was over a mile from our home, but it didn't seem to matter how wet we got.  Darlene had cardboard in her shoes to fill the holes. The cardboard came apart, and her feet got wet.  But we sat in church proudly.  I heard some teenagers talking about the Smith girls having on their old dresses.  I looked at them in their new clothes, and I felt so rich.

When the sacrificial offering was taken, we were sitting on the second row from the front.  Mom put in the $10 bill, and each of us girls put in a $20. As we walked home after church, we sang all the way.  At lunch Mom had a surprise for us.  She had bought a dozen eggs, and we had boiled Easter eggs with our fried potatoes! Late that afternoon the minister drove up in his car.  Mom went to the door, talked with him for a moment, and then came back with an envelope in her hand.  We asked what it was, but she didn't say a word.  She opened the envelope and out fell a bunch of money.  There were three crisp $20 bills, one $10 and seventeen $1 bills.  Mom put the money back in the envelope.  We didn't talk, just sat and stared at the floor.  We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling like poor white trash. We kids had had such a happy life that we felt sorry for anyone who didn't have our mom and dad for parents and a house full of brothers and sisters and other kids visiting constantly.  We thought it was fun to share silverware and see whether we got the fork or the spoon that night.  We had two knives that we passed around to whoever needed them.

I knew we didn't have a lot of things that other people had, but I'd never thought we were poor.  That Easter Day I found out we were.  The minister had brought us the money for the poor family, so we must be poor.  I didn't like being poor.  I looked at my dress and worn-out shoes and felt so ashamed that I didn't want to go back to church.  Everyone there probably already knew we were poor! I thought about school.  I was in the ninth grade and at the top of my class of over 100 students.  I wondered if the kids at school knew we were poor.  I decided I could quit school since I had finished the eighth grade.  That was all the law required at that time.

We sat in silence for a long time.  Then it got dark, and we went to bed.  All that week, we girls went to school and came home, and no one talked much.  Finally on Saturday, Mom asked us what we wanted to do with the money.  What did poor people do with money?  We didn't know.

We'd never known we were poor.  We didn't want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom said we had to. Although it was a sunny day, we didn't talk on the way. Mom started to sing, but no one joined in and she only sang one verse.

At church we had a missionary speaker.  He talked about how churches in Africa made buildings out of sun-dried bricks, but they need money to buy roofs.  He said $100 would put a roof on a church.  The minister said, "Can't we all sacrifice to help these poor people?"

We looked at each other and smiled for the first time in a week.  Mom reached into her purse and pulled out the envelope. She passed it to Darlene.  Darlene gave it to me, and I handed it to Ocy.  Ocy put it in the offering.  When the offering was counted, the minister announced that it was a little over $100.  The missionary was excited.  He hadn't expected such a large offering from our small church.  He said, "You must have some rich people in this church."  Suddenly it struck us!  We had given $87 of that "little over $100."  We were the rich family in the church!  Hadn't the missionary said so?  From that day on I've never been poor again.  I've always remembered how rich I am because I have Jesus.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. This parable fits into the central part of Luke’s gospel called the Lukan Travelogue, beginning in Luke 9:51, which reads, “As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”  Jesus is committed to heading to the cross and heaven that followed, so the next ten chapters records His journey.
2. Christ's rejection on His journey to Jerusalem (Lukan Travelogue 9:51—19:27) and His consequent teaching is recorded to emphasize the need for committed discipleship despite opposition.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Greed is one of the greatest hindrances to us experiencing the fulfilling life that Christ offers.

2. One of the best ways to see your priorities in life is to see what you do with your money.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. God Blesses the Rich

a) The prosperity gospel is the teaching that Christ enriches the pocketbooks of those who love him—a heresy prevalent today.

b) This was also taught in Bible times, though—back from the time of Job and up to the time of Jesus.  They thought being rich was a sign of God’s blessing on their lifestyle: “If I am rich, then God must really be pleased with me!”

2. Inheritance was passed on during the father’s lifetime.

a) In the West, most of the time parents do not pass on their money until after they die.

b) However, in Bible times, money was divided between sons while the father still lived—and it is the same today in the East.
Questions

1. Did the disinherited man feel that Jesus would side with him (13)?

a) He must have thought that he really could make a case—otherwise he wouldn’t have brought the issue to Jesus.

b) After all, his brother hadn’t shared any of the inheritance with him but had kept it all to himself.

c) His brother was probably the older brother, who received a double portion—but this older brother kept it all! 

2. Why did Jesus refuse to solve this injustice (14)?  Why didn’t Jesus ask for more details to see if the man had a good case?

a) Most of us who were asked to help in a counseling situation like this would ask some more questions: “Well, how much is the inheritance?  How much did he give you?  Why is he withholding your portion?”

b) But Christ is always more concerned with heart matters over financial matters—heart surgery is more important than money!

c) So Jesus didn’t even find it necessary to learn about the details of the case.

d) “At this point, a man in the crowd interrupted Jesus and asked Him to solve a family problem. Rabbis were expected to help settle legal matters, but Jesus refused to get involved. Why? Because He knew that no answer He gave would solve the real problem, which was covetousness in the hearts of the two brothers. (The “you” in Luke 12:14 is plural.) As long as both men were greedy, no settlement would be satisfactory. Their greatest need was to have their hearts changed. Like too many people today, they wanted Jesus to serve them but not to save them.”

3. Why did Jesus address the whole crowd instead of the man himself (15a)?

a) Jesus knows that this isn’t an isolated case—greed is an issue that we all face!

b) So he took it as a teaching opportunity for the crowd.

4. Was the man’s concern here due to greed or only equitable treatment (15b)?

a) Jesus believes that our passion for equitable treatment stems from greed itself!

b) Greed is not a desire for more than our share—it is an insistence that we get any of our share!

5. How does the rich fool parable answer the disinherited brother’s concern (16-21)?  What was the same, basic problem of both of them?

a) Both the disinherited brother and the rich fool failed to see that financial blessing came from God.

b) Both only mentioned money as it related to them—not as a means to help others.

c) Within three verses, the fool refers to himself at least 15 times—but he never once mentions God or others!

6. How does God answer the greed problem (20)?

a) Since the fool insisted on referring only to himself, God also speaks only of him some five times in a single verse!

b) However, God’s five statements about the man are five rebukes!

c) God says that he would soon take the fool’s life so that they blessings could be given to others—something the rich fool refused to do!

7. What does being rich toward God look like (21)?

a) Since God doesn’t need any money, God views storing up stuff for ourselves as being stingy with God.

b) Rather, investing our resources in others is evidence of being rich towards God.

c) What does it mean to be “rich toward God”? It means to acknowledge gratefully that everything we have comes from God, and then make an effort to use what He gives us for the good of others and the glory of God. Wealth can be enjoyed and employed at the same time if our purpose is to honor God (1 Tim. 6:10ff). To be rich toward God means spiritual enrichment, not just personal enjoyment. How tragic when people are rich in this world but poor in the next! 

Passage in Luke 12:13-21
The Parable of the Rich Fool (NLT)
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” 

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
The ODM Syndrome
Luke 12:13-21
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way Jesus warned a disinherited man of his own greed was to show him that greedy people think only of themselves (=MPII).

I.
The way a man tried to keep his brother from cheating him out of his inheritance was to get Jesus’ help (13-15).
A. A man once asked for Jesus’ help was because his brother was cheating him out of his inheritance (13).

1. This man was within the crowd, making this a public request (13a).
2. The disinherited man probably presumed that his brother was greedy (13b).
B. Jesus helped a disinherited man to see his own greed (14-15).
1. Jesus refused to judge between two men to see who was greedier (14).
2. Jesus instead warned the disinherited man of his own greed (15a).

3. Greed views life’s value based only on possessions (15b).

II.
The way Jesus helped the disinherited man to see his own greed was to show him that he and all greedy people think only of themselves (16-21).
A. The parable of a rich fool defines greed as when a man thinks only of himself (16-20).

B. Those who use their wealth only for themselves will give it to others after they die (21).
Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will curb greed in their lives by investing their money in others.
Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How does God free us from ODM?
Introduction

1. Interest: Nelson Rockefeller was afflicted with the ODM syndrome—he felt he needed just “One Dollar More.”
2. Need: Do you have ODM?  What percentage of your money do you spend on yourself and your own family?  All of us have ODM—we’re only talking about different degrees of the sickness.
3. Subject: God is most generous one you’ll find—and he wants us to follow in his steps.  So how does God free us from ODM?
4. Background: Popular belief in Jesus’ time was the more money people had, the more God was pleased with them!
5. Text: Luke 12:13-21 will help us correct this false belief.
6. Preview: Today we’ll see two ways that God cures us of ODM.
7. Transition: The first way that God frees us from ODM is…
I.
God keeps us from money that we want (13-15).

[God frees us from ODM by not allowing us to have money that could hurt us.]

A. A man once asked for Jesus’ help was because his brother was cheating him out of his inheritance (13).
B. Jesus helped the disinherited man see his own ODM problem (14-15).
C. God sometimes reveals our ODM tendencies by taking money away.
1. Sometimes God doesn't allow us money that we think we deserve.

2. At other times God lets others cheat us to reveals our ODM.

 (So God sometimes frees us from ODM when he takes away money.  But he also frees us from ODM when he does the opposite! God frees us from ODM when…)
II.
God gives us money to give to others (16-21).
 [God frees us from ODM by blessing us with money that can help others.]

A. [The parable of a rich fool defines greed as when a man thinks only of himself (16-20).]

B. All ODM people will give their money to others after they die (21).

Conclusion

1. So how does God free us from ODM?  Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others (MI/MPs).

2. Application: Do you own your money or does your money own you?

3. Exhortation: “The Rich People at Our Church”
Discussion Questions:

1. What income level do you need to be happy?

2. What percentage of your income should you be giving away?  Why?

3. How can you better experience the joy of giving?
Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

The solution to greed is to realize the brevity of life

The solution to greed is to realize that God gives to us so we can bless others

Fight greed by giving

Giving kills greed
How does God help us curb greed?  Sometimes he takes away money while other times he gives excess (MI).
How does God free us from greed?  Sometimes he takes away money while other times he gives extra (MI).
Suggested Titles:

Bigger Barns

The Bigger Barn Syndrome

Who Do You Live For?

The ODM Syndrome
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Your willingness not to be greedy but to give to Asians is bearing fruit (ministry report).

2. You will never be happy with more later until you learn to be happy with what you have now.

3. My brother Tom’s bankruptcy

4. We give away extra money at the end of every month.

5. Sometimes my family has more money left over at the end of the month—but other times we have more month left over at the end of our money!  Both situations can tempt us to be greedy.

6. “Mark Twain once defined ‘civilization’ as ‘a limitless multiplication of unnecessary necessities,’ and he was right.”

7. “People say that money does not satisfy, but it does satisfy if you want to live on that level. People who are satisfied only with the things that money can buy are in great danger of losing the things that money cannot buy.”

8. “How do you respond to the wealthy farmer’s dilemma? Here was a man who had a problem with too much wealth! If we say, ‘I certainly wish I had that problem!’ we may be revealing covetousness in our hearts. If suddenly you inherited a great deal of wealth, would it create a problem for you? Or would you simply praise God and ask Him what He wanted you to do with it?”

9. We have some great examples of men who refused to build bigger barns.

a) R. J. LeTourneau was so blessed by God that he committed to live on 10% and give the other 90% away.

b) Bunker Hunt was a Texan millionaire who lived in a modest, two-bedroom home.  He thought, “Why would I need more than this?”

c) Ed Sheffield was a friend of mine who became a millionaire but still wore K-Mart tennis shoes, lived in a modest house, and refused to buy new cars.  One of his life goals was to give away $150,000 a year—and he did it!

10. But we don’t need to look at millionaires to find good examples.  

a) A study by Moody Monthly magazine showed that, the more money average Christians earn, the low percentage they give away.  [Show graph.]

b) Those who tithe are typically middle-income earners, but when they get wealthier, they tend to give less than 1% of their money away!  

c) Why?  They actually have far more money to help others—but more of that money is spent on their own wants.

11. In the 1980s one Christian man saw that, the more people earned, the more money they spent—so that life became a vicious circle of earning and spending more and more.  

a) He purposed for that NOT to happen to him, so he promised the Lord that he would live on $30,000 annually.  That was enough for him and his family back then to live adequately—not luxuriously but in such a way that he could take care of the needs of his family.  

b) So he promised to give away 100% of his income over $30,000.  He tithed $3000 of that first $30,000—and then when God raised his income to $40,000, he gave the $3000 but added to that tithe the extra $10,000 too.  

c) Can you guess what happened?  God kept blessing him more and more!  Rather than build bigger barns, he saw God dramatically change the lives of others through his giving.
GREED root of all evil (1 Tim 6:10)

In Feb 2004, CNN carried a story of a sixty-two-year-old man who was rushed to a hospital in France, suffering stomach pain. His family told doctors the man had a history of mental illness and a penchant for swallowing coins.  Even though they were informed, they were speechless when they saw in the X-rays of the man’s stomach.  It was filled with 350 coins he had swallowed. The doctors performed surgery to remove the mass, but the man died of complications twelve days later. 

Few men swallow coins, but millions of people are gorging themselves sick with money and materialism. The Bible warns that the love of money is a primary root of all evil, causing people to stray from the faith they have professed.  God wants you to be faithful to your work, and He gives you the power to gain wealth.  But He doesn't want you to wear yourself out just to get rich.

Source: Preaching Now email newsletter 

Yet, most people in our culture – perhaps even most people in our churches – spend most of their effort and time in a chasing after the wind. Consider this:

· The average American shops six hours a week. 

· By age twenty, we've seen one million commercials. 

· Recently, more Americans declared bankruptcy than graduated from college. 

· In 90 percent of divorce cases, arguments about money play a prominent role. 

· Money annually spent on lottery tickets in the 36 states operating lotteries: $24.4 billion. 

· Of those earning less than $15,000 annually, 95 percent say they have not achieved the American dream; of those earning more than $50,000 annually, 94 percent say they have not achieved the American dream. 


For a long time, now, it has been recognized that material wealth doesn't make people happy or happier – because, don't forget, it is a pocketful full of nothing. Like me, I am sure you have heard the stories of lottery winners who are more miserable a few years after winning than they were before. The wealth they dreamed would bring them happiness didn't. Not even close. Listen to these quotes from some of the wealthiest people of their day:

· "The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it." W. H. Vanderbilt 

· "I am the most miserable man on earth." John Jacob Astor 

· "I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness." John D. Rockefeller 

· "Millionaires seldom smile." Andrew Carnegie 

· "I was happier when doing a mechanic's job." Henry Ford 
12. Preceding two paragraphs by ************ Sermon on Ecclesiastes 5:10-15 ************



13. By: Rev. Adrian Dieleman



a) This sermon was preached on January 25, 2004



Ecclesiastes 5:8-20
Ecclesiastes 5:10-15; Matthew 6:20a
"Barriers to Charity"
[This message is deeply indebted to chapter 4 of "The Treasure Principle" written by Randy Alcorn.]
http://www.trinitycrc.org/sermons/ecc5v10-15.html
GREED results in slavery & death (Neh 5:1-14)
An article in Frontline magazine entitled “Life on Credit, Death by Installment,” tells a story of apathy and greed that led to deaths of thousands. Many states in India suffered a prolonged drought that lasted for 7 years from 1997-2004. The hardest hit occupation was the farmers in the water scarce central and coastal regions. When their crops failed, the farmers were forced to take loans to buy food. But the banks would lend only to the rich; the poor had to turn to cutthroat moneylenders for sustenance. 

Since the crops kept failing during those years, the farmers could not repay their loans. Their cries for help and mercy fell on deaf ears. The moneylenders then moved in and seized the farms of the indebted poor farmers. They used technology to return these parched lands to life. The poor farmers were then forced into bonded labour and survived from gleaning the farms and fields they once owned. These were the lucky ones; others slid even further into debt and some even bartered their daughters just to keep the family going. Eventually, unable to bear the hunger and humiliation anymore, 25,000 of these farmers killed themselves.
CONTENTMENT leads to new beginnings (Phil. 4:11)

In the early years of our marriage we lived in an apartment (the downstairs of an old house) that was cozy enough when it was just for the two of us. But when we became three and then four, it started to lose its charm for me. In fact, I grew mighty weary of that place.  We kept looking for another place, but nothing turned up that would be an actual improvement. And the longer we looked, the more grumbly I got about our little spot. 

I won’t list off the problems with that place here.  Trust me.  It was not a very convenient house for us, and I wasn’t making things up.  But I remember well one day having a conversation with my husband where I was listing my woes about our apartment.  And I well remember what he told me in response.  He said that God would not provide a new place for us until I was at the point where I would be sad to leave our old place.  Yikes!  You’ve got to be kidding!  That will never happen! But he kindly pointed out that God moves us from strength to strength.  If we are in defeat over a situation, God wants us to get the victory in it and over it before He moves us on to the next one. 

That was a turning point for me.  I started doing intentional things to improve my attitude.  And some time later when we moved out, I didn’t shed a tear, but I was no longer under the power of discontent.  By God’s grace I had gotten out from under that. 

We often think that if we could change our circumstances, then we would be content.  But that takes the power out of our hands because we can seldom change our circumstances.  But we can change our attitude, which provides comfort and peace in uncomfortable circumstances.

Contentment comes by subtraction, not by addition (as Burroughs would say). We get our desires down to our circumstances and we find contentment.  And then we are in a position of strength to do our duties that God has laid out for us to do.

"From Strength to Strength" Published by Nancy Ann, June 15th, 2009, in Contentment /femina.reformedblogs.com/

“The Rich Family in Our Church”

by Eddie Ogan

(This sounds like a man’s name, but the author is a woman)

I'll never forget Easter 1946.  I was 14, my little sister Ocy, 12, and my older sister Darlene, 16.  We lived at home with our mother, and the four of us knew what it was to do without many things.

My dad had died 5 years before, leaving Mom with seven school kids to raise and no money.  By 1946 my older sisters were married, and my brothers had left home.

A month before Easter, the pastor of our church announced that a special Easter offering would be taken to help a poor family.  He asked everyone to save and give sacrificially. When we got home, we talked about what we could do.  We decided to buy 50 pounds of potatoes and live on them for a month. This would allow us to save $20 of our grocery money for the offering.  Then we thought that if we kept our electric lights turned out as much as possible and didn't listen to the radio, we'd save money on that month's electric bill.  Darlene got as many house and yard cleaning jobs as possible, and both of us baby sat for everyone we could. For 15 cents, we could buy enough cotton loops to make three potholders to sell for $1.  We made $20 on potholders.

That month was one of the best of our lives.  Every day we counted the money to see how much we had saved.  At night we'd sit in the dark and talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy having the money the church would give them.  We had about 80 people in church, so we figured that whatever amount of money we had to give, the offering would surely be 20 times that much.  After all, every Sunday the Pastor had reminded everyone to save for the sacrificial offering.

The day before Easter, Ocy and I walked to the grocery store and got the manager to give us three crisp $20 bills and one $10 bill for all our change.  We ran all the way home to show Mom and Darlene.  We had never had so much money before. That night we were so excited we could hardly sleep.  We didn't care that we wouldn't have new clothes for Easter; we had $70 for the sacrificial offering.  We could hardly wait to get to church!

On Sunday morning, rain was pouring.  We didn't own an umbrella, and the church was over a mile from our home, but it didn't seem to matter how wet we got.  Darlene had cardboard in her shoes to fill the holes. The cardboard came apart, and her feet got wet.  But we sat in church proudly.  I heard some teenagers talking about the Smith girls having on their old dresses.  I looked at them in their new clothes, and I felt so rich.

When the sacrificial offering was taken, we were sitting on the second row from the front.  Mom put in the $10 bill, and each of us girls put in a $20. As we walked home after church, we sang all the way.  At lunch Mom had a surprise for us.  She had bought a dozen eggs, and we had boiled Easter eggs with our fried potatoes! Late that afternoon the minister drove up in his car.  Mom went to the door, talked with him for a moment, and then came back with an envelope in her hand.  We asked what it was, but she didn't say a word.  She opened the envelope and out fell a bunch of money.  There were three crisp $20 bills, one $10 and seventeen $1 bills.  Mom put the money back in the envelope.  We didn't talk, just sat and stared at the floor.  We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling like poor white trash. We kids had had such a happy life that we felt sorry for anyone who didn't have our mom and dad for parents and a house full of brothers and sisters and other kids visiting constantly.  We thought it was fun to share silverware and see whether we got the fork or the spoon that night.  We had two knives that we passed around to whoever needed them.

I knew we didn't have a lot of things that other people had, but I'd never thought we were poor.  That Easter Day I found out we were.  The minister had brought us the money for the poor family, so we must be poor.  I didn't like being poor.  I looked at my dress and worn-out shoes and felt so ashamed that I didn't want to go back to church.  Everyone there probably already knew we were poor! I thought about school.  I was in the ninth grade and at the top of my class of over 100 students.  I wondered if the kids at school knew we were poor.  I decided I could quit school since I had finished the eighth grade.  That was all the law required at that time.

We sat in silence for a long time.  Then it got dark, and we went to bed.  All that week, we girls went to school and came home, and no one talked much.  Finally on Saturday, Mom asked us what we wanted to do with the money.  What did poor people do with money?  We didn't know.

We'd never known we were poor.  We didn't want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom said we had to. Although it was a sunny day, we didn't talk on the way. Mom started to sing, but no one joined in and she only sang one verse.

At church we had a missionary speaker.  He talked about how churches in Africa made buildings out of sun-dried bricks, but they need money to buy roofs.  He said $100 would put a roof on a church.  The minister said, "Can't we all sacrifice to help these poor people?"

We looked at each other and smiled for the first time in a week.  Mom reached into her purse and pulled out the envelope. She passed it to Darlene.  Darlene gave it to me, and I handed it to Ocy.  Ocy put it in the offering.  When the offering was counted, the minister announced that it was a little over $100.  The missionary was excited.  He hadn't expected such a large offering from our small church.  He said, "You must have some rich people in this church."  Suddenly it struck us!  We had given $87 of that "little over $100."  We were the rich family in the church!  Hadn't the missionary said so?  From that day on I've never been poor again.  I've always remembered how rich I am because I have Jesus.

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. The question is not how much you earn, but how much you spend on yourself.

2. Should you tithe based on your gross or net?  That depends on whether you want God to bless you based on the gross or the net!

3. Here are some ways to make sure you are not controlled by greed:

a) Be more concerned about writing your own will than you are about what your parent’s will says.

(1) Spare your children opportunities for greed by being clear about who gets your assets.

(2) Make sure your will includes a tithe for God’s work after you die.

b) Decide before God how much you should live on, and then give the rest away.

Passage in Luke 12:13-21
The Parable of the Rich Fool (NLT)
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” 

Bible Knowledge Commentary (BKC)

12:13-21. This passage explains Jesus’ teaching to guard against all kinds of greed. Someone wanted Jesus to instruct his brother to divide up the inheritance which was due him in an equitable way. Jesus’ point was that life does not consist in having many possessions. The disciples needed to learn the lesson that life is more important than material things. To explain this teaching Jesus told a parable about a rich man who continued to build bigger and bigger barns to store all his grain and . . . goods. His attitude was that he would have an easy life because he had everything he could possibly want or need. God’s response in the parable was that the man was foolish (You fool!) because when he died that night his goods would do nothing for him. They would simply pass on to someone else. Such a person is not rich toward God (cf. 1 Tim. 6:6-10; James 1:10). Luke returned to this subject in chapter 16.

Trinity Baptist, Barstow (Blanks for Bulletin Insert)
Dr. Rick Griffith
27 June 2010
Singapore Bible College
The ODM Syndrome
Luke 12:13-21
Introduction

1. Interest: Rockefeller was afflicted with the ODM syndrome—he felt he needed just “One Dollar More.”

2. Subject: How does God free us from ___________?
3. Background: The popular belief in Jesus’ time was the more money people had, the more God was pleased with them!
I.
God _____________________ money that we want (13-15).

A. A man once asked for Jesus’ help was because his brother was cheating him out of his inheritance (13).

B. Jesus helped the disinherited man see his own ODM problem (14-15).

II.
God _____________________ money to give to others (16-21).
A. The parable of a rich fool defines greed as when a man thinks only of himself (16-20).

B. All ODM people will give their money to others after they die (21).

Conclusion

1. So how does God free us from ODM?  Sometimes he _____________________ money we want while other times he __________________ money to give to others (Main Idea).

2. Application: Do you own your money or does your money own you?

Trinity Baptist, Barstow (Outline Filled in for service preparation)
Dr. Rick Griffith
27 June 2010
Singapore Bible College
The ODM Syndrome
Luke 12:13-21
Topic:
Materialism/Greed

Theme:
How does God cure us of ODM/greed (ODM: One Dollar More)?  

Thrust:
Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others.

Purpose:
The listeners will curb greed in their lives by investing their money in others.

Introduction

1. Interest: Rockefeller was afflicted with the ODM syndrome—he felt he needed just “One Dollar More.”

2. Subject: How does God free us from ODM?
3. Background: The popular belief in Jesus’ time was the more money people had, the more God was pleased with them!
I.
God keeps us from money that we want (13-15).

A. A man once asked for Jesus’ help was because his brother was cheating him out of his inheritance (13).

B. Jesus helped the disinherited man see his own ODM problem (14-15).

II.
God gives us money to give to others (16-21).
A. The parable of a rich fool defines greed as when a man thinks only of himself (16-20).

B. All ODM people will give their money to others after they die (21).

Conclusion

1. So how does God free us from ODM?  Sometimes he keeps us from money we want while other times he gives us money to give to others (Main Idea).

2. Application: Do you own your money or does your money own you?
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