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Evangelism
Theme:
How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God who saves us from sin?  
Thrust:
Christ’s claim to be God elicits the best and worst in us.
Purpose:
The listeners will expect that claiming deity for Jesus will meet with hostility.
Video:
Play VTS_01_3.VOB from 20:09-24:35 (= 4:26) to VTS_01_4.VOB 0:00-2:01(which totals 6:27 minutes)—Since it crosses files use the DVD instead.
Introduction

1. Interest: Can people tell the difference between darkness and light?  One would think that this is easy, but not so.  

a) A Christian lawyer in Pakistan named Edwin Paul lived in the light.  He gave legal counsel to a Christian taxi driver who bought a taxi for about $2000, but then the Taliban-associated lenders discovered he was a Christian, so they demanded $12,000 instead!  After Edwin brought the case to the police, the lenders murdered him in his home on September 28—just three weeks ago along with his wife Ruby and their five children. His murderers obviously could not see that Edwin lived in the light—and they in darkness.

b) Over and over in our series on John, starting with John 1:1, we have seen Christ not only claim to be God but to prove it though many signs.  Yet many in the dark hear these stories but don’t believe they really happened.

c) Colossians 1:13-14 says believers have been transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.  Many of us have experienced the light of Christ in our lives like walking out of darkness into light—but many still doubt Jesus can do this.

d) Darkness and light are not as readily understood as many would think.
2. Need: How are you helping people understand Jesus’ claims to deity?  People sure need the Light of the world and a Deliverer from sin and judgment. 

3. Subject: How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God?
4. Background: In John 6 we saw that Jesus declared himself to be the bread of life.  Then in John 7 he offered the living water—the Holy Spirit—to anyone who believes in him.  John 8 continues the action in the temple to further explain his divine identity as the light of the world. 

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show three responses to Christ’s claim to be God.  

(The first response to the deity of Christ is that…)
I.  Some are hostile to Christ as the way of salvation (12-20).

[Christ’s claim to be the light of the world meets opposition from the darkness.]
A. Jesus said that those who believe in Him have salvation from the darkness of sin (12).

1. What did Jesus mean by saying he was the “light of the world”?

2. “The claim is exclusive, one only God could make.  Note that Jesus claimed to the light of the world, not a light.  Although the claim is exclusive, the offer is inclusive—an offer any and all could respond to” (Swindoll, Following Christ…The Man of God, 33, emphasis his).

B. The Pharisees retorted that Christ needed to prove he could give eternal life with two witnesses (13).

1. The Mosaic Law declared that no one could be put to death without two witnesses to his crime (Deut. 17:6; 19:15).

2. The Pharisees applied this to Christ’s situation even though capital punishment wasn't in view.

3. “Rabbinic tradition rejected self-testimony…  Sometimes, however, self-authentication is the only way to truth. Sometimes an individual is the only one who knows the facts about himself.”

C. Jesus met the Law’s requirement of two witnesses since both he and the Father witness to his deity (14-19).

D. The Pharisees attempt to arrest Jesus could not succeed (20).

1. Of course, they didn’t simply want Jesus arrested.

2. They were hostile enough to try to arrest Jesus to have him killed!

E. Many people today don’t just disagree that Christ is the only way to God—they are hostile to those of us who see Christ as the only way of salvation!

1. We should expect atheists like Richard Dawkins to oppose this idea, but rejection of Christ as the only way of salvation is true of most who are not atheists too.

2. Oprah Winfrey is an example of someone who is hostile to this idea.  She grew up in a Baptist church, but has gone public with her denial of Christ as the only way [show YouTube 2:24 at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETeI6i5oqh4&feature=related).


(So some are hostile to Christ as the way of salvation, being God himself.  But there’s a second response to the deity of Christ too.  And that is that…)
II.  Many believe that the Father sent Jesus from heaven (21-30).
[Several see that Christ being from God proves his deity.]
A. Christ claimed those who reject that God sent him would die in their sins (21-29).

1. The Pharisees seem to be getting scared here, asking, “Who ARE you?!”

2. The unbelief of the Jews would lead to hell rather than following Christ to heaven (21-24).

3. Christ’s answer about his identity was that he was God and acting in response to the Father’s will (25-29).

B. However, many people there placed their faith in him (30).

1. Even though the Pharisees were trying to kill Jesus, these believers still trusted him.

2. Sometimes it’s in the midst of people’s opposition against Christ that we see the light!


(So we’ve seen two opposite responses to Christ’s claim to be God and the only way to salvation—one of hostility and the one of belief.  The third response to the deity of Christ is that…)
III. All are revealed as of God or Satan (31-59).

[Christ’s claim to deity shows us to be who were really are: a child of God or the devil.]
A. Believers in Jesus are freed from slavery to be the spiritual descendants of Abraham (31-38).

1. Some scholars don't think that “believe” here in verse 31 means that they genuinely trusted Christ for salvation.  

a) But do we really think that “believed” in verse 30 has a different sense than “believe” in verse 31?

b) No, the gospel is clear by having the same sense of “believe” throughout!  We are the ones who confuse it.

2. Verse 31 is speaking of the issue of discipleship, meaning that only those who believe and remain faithful are worthy to be called disciples.

3. In verse 34, Christ helped the unbelievers see that they were actually slaves who needed true freedom.

B. Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father even to the point of trying to kill the messenger (39-59).

1. Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father (39-47).

a) The Pharisees were all hung up on the fact that they were physical descendants of Abraham— which they were.

b) But they couldn’t see that their attempt to murder Christ showed that God wasn’t their true Father.

c) Jesus gradually helps them question if God is their father until he finally is very direct in verse 44 by saying that their father was the devil!  He’s been a liar from the beginning when he tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden.

2. Some reject God to the point that they even try to kill the messenger (48-59).

a) They retort that Jesus was demon-possessed, but Christ claimed to give eternal life to those who believe (48-51).

b) They deny that Christ could give eternal life, but Jesus claimed to be greater than Abraham (52-56).

c) Then they say that Christ couldn't have seen Abraham, but Jesus claimed to be God himself (57-58).

d) The wording “I AM!” is a claim to deity in each occurrence in John’s gospel.

e) The crowd finally sought to kill Jesus due to his claim to deity (59).
Conclusion

1. How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God who saves us from sin? Christ’s claim to be God elicits the best and worst in us (MI).  We either believe or we oppose Him!

2. Who is Jesus? He is the light, sent from God, who can make you God’s child because he is eternal God himself.

3. Main Points: Today we have seen three responses to the idea of Christ being God:

a) Some are hostile (12-20).

b) Many believe (21-30).

c) All are revealed as of God or Satan (31-59).

4. Application: What is your response to the amazing claims of Christ in John 8?

5. Jesus was one of three identities: Liar-Lunatic-Lord. C.S. Lewis, a popular British theologian, wrote, "I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God.' That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to." (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, The MacMillan Company, 1960, pp. 40-41.)
6. [Moody’s mistake and the Great Chicago Fire by Swindoll, Following Christ…The Man of God, 32]

a) “Dwight L. Moody, by his own admission, made a mistake on the eighth of October 1871—a mistake he determined never to repeat.

b) He had been preaching in the city of Chicago.  That particular night drew his largest audience yet.  His message was ‘What will you do then with Jesus who is called the Christ?’

c) By the end of the service, he was tired.  He concluded his message with a presentation of the gospel and a concluding statement: ‘Now I give you a week to think that over.  And when we come together again, you will have opportunity to respond.’

d) A soloist began to sing.  But before the final note, the music was drowned out by clanging bells and wailing sirens screaming through the streets.  The great Chicago Fire was blazing.  In the ashen aftermath, hundreds were dead and over a hundred thousand were homeless.

e) Without a doubt, some who heard Moody’s message had died in the fire.  He reflected remorsefully that he would have given this right arm before he would ever give an audience another week to think over the message of the gospel.

f) If you were a victim of a fire like that, would you know with certainly whether you would spend eternity with Christ in heaven?  Not hope or wish or pray that you would go there—but know?”
7. I can’t guarantee that this is your last chance to trust Christ—but I also can’t assure you that it isn’t.  So why not trust Him today?

8. Prayer

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. The story of the woman caught in adultery (7:53–8:11) is a most debated text.  Many feel that 8:11 continues the story from 7:52, as the intervening account is not scriptural.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. The main focus of John 8:12-59 is the conflict over Jesus’ true identity, the validity of Jesus’ witness and Jesus’ identification with God the Father. Chapter 8:31-59 is the section elaborates further the dispute between the Jewish leaders and Jesus on Jesus relationship to Abraham.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. In Exodus 3:14 God told Moses that he was the “I Am,” thus showing this as a key title for deity.  No one would ever make such a claim to be the “I Am”—no one, at least until Jesus.
Questions

1. What is the significance of the “I am” saying of 8:12?
a) Christ as God exposes sin, or…

b) Christ as God gives eternal life to the believing (cf. 1:4-5), or…

c) Christ as God is the Guide for the world (followed in the EO and HO)
2. How does the Lord defend himself in 8:14-19?

3. What does 8:31-32, 35-36 teach about true belief and disciples?

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

The Light of the World
John 8:12-59
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Prologue:


The passage is about Jesus’ controversy with the Jewish leaders. John 8:12-59 can best be understood as the continuation of chapter 7 for the scene of action – the temple – is the same but the subject of the dialogues is different. The main focus is the conflict over Jesus’ true identity, the validity of Jesus’ witness and Jesus identifying himself with God the Father.  Verses 31-59 are the climax of the dispute between the Jewish leaders and Jesus – the so-called “paternity dispute” regarding the Jews’ and Jesus’ relationship to Abraham.  The issue is who can best claim Abraham as father.

Exegetical Idea: The results of Jesus’ claim to deity were met with hostility to the point of attempted murder because some of his unbelieving listeners actually followed Satan.
I.   The response to Jesus’ claim and proof to be the light of salvation for the world was hostility by the Pharisees (8:12-20).

A. Jesus claimed to be the light of salvation so that those who believe in Him will be saved (12).

B. The Pharisees claimed that Jesus could not testify on his own behalf according to the Law of Moses (13).

C. Jesus’ met the validity of two witnesses in the Law requirement (14-19).

D. The Pharisee attempt to destroy Jesus could not succeed (20).

II.  The result of Jesus’ assertion of deity (“I am he” 8:28) was belief by many (8:21-30).

A. The unbelief of the Jews would lead to hell rather than following Christ to heaven (21-24).

B. Christ’s answer about his identity was that he was God and acting in response to the Father’s will (25-29).

C. The result of Jesus’ words caused many to believe in him (30).

III. The response to Jesus’ claim of deity revealed many as the children of Abraham but others as children of the devil to the extent of trying to kill Jesus (8:31-59).

A. Believers in Jesus are freed from slavery to be the spiritual descendants of Abraham (31-38).

B. Some of those present rejected Jesus and thus identified the devil as their father even to the point of trying to kill Christ (39-59).

1. Believers in Jesus are freed from slavery to be the spiritual descendants of Abraham (31-38).

2. Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father even to the point of trying to kill the messenger (39-59).

a) Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father (39-47)

b) Some even try to kill the messenger (48-59).

(1) To those saying that he was demon-possessed, Christ claimed to give eternal life to those who believe (48-51).

(2) To those denying that Christ could give eternal life, Jesus claimed to be greater than Abraham (52-56).

(3) To those saying that he couldn't have seen Abraham, Jesus claimed to be God himself (57-58).

(4) The crowd sought to kill Jesus due to his claim to deity (59).
Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will expect that claiming deity for Jesus will meet with hostility.
Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God?
Introduction

1. Interest: Can people tell the difference between light and darkness?  One would think that this is easy, but not so.  

2. Need: How are you helping people understand Jesus’ claims to deity?  People sure need the Light of the world and a Deliverer from sin and judgment. 

3. Subject: How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God?
4. Background: In John 7 we saw that Jesus fulfilled the Feast of Tabernacles symbolism by offering the living water—the Holy Spirit—to anyone who believes in him.  John 8 continues the action in the temple to further explain his divine identity and ability to make such claims. 

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show three responses to Christ’s claim to be God.  

 (The first response to the deity of Christ is that…)
I.  Some are hostile to Christ as the way of salvation (12-20).

A. Jesus said that those who believe in Him have salvation from the darkness of sin (12).

B. The Pharisees said that Christ needed to prove he could give eternal life with two witnesses (13).

C. Jesus met the Law’s requirement of two witnesses since both he and the Father witness to his deity (14-19).

D. The Pharisees attempt to arrest Jesus could not succeed (20).

E. Many people today don’t just disagree that Christ is the only way to God—they are hostile to those of us who see Christ as the only way of salvation!

(The second response to the deity of Christ is that…)
II.  Many believe that the Father sent Jesus from heaven (21-30).
A. Christ claimed those who reject that God sent him would die in their sins (21-29).

B. However, many people there placed their faith in him (30).

 (The third response to the deity of Christ is that…)
III. All are revealed as of God or Satan (31-59).

A. Believers in Jesus are freed from slavery to be the spiritual descendants of Abraham (31-38).

B. Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father even to the point of trying to kill the messenger (39-59).

Conclusion

1. How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God who saves us from sin? Christ’s claim to be God elicits the best and worst in us (MI).  We either believe or we oppose Him!

2. Main Points: Today we have seen three responses to the idea of Christ being God.

3. Application: What is your response to the amazing claims of Christ in John 8?  (Liar-Lunatic-Lord)

4. Moody’s Mistake and the Great Chicago Fire

Sources:

Herman N. Ridderbos, The Gospel According to John (translated by John Vriend), Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1997

Andreas J. Kostenberger, John BECNT, Baker Academic, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2004

Gerald L. Borchert, The New American Commentary Broadman & Holman Publishers, USA, 1996
Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

B. Those who believe in Jesus have guidance in life (12).

C. Jesus testimony is valid because he is divine (13-16).

D. Jesus himself and God the Father are true witnesses to his divinity (17- 20).

Bulletin Filled-In

Introduction

1. Can people tell the difference between light and darkness?  One would think that this is easy, but not so.  

2. How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God?
I.  Some are hostile to Christ as the way of salvation (12-20).

A. Jesus said that those who believe in Him have salvation from the darkness of sin (12).

B. The Pharisees said that Christ needed to prove he could give eternal life with two witnesses (13).

C. Jesus met the Law’s requirement of two witnesses since both he and the Father witness to his deity (14-19).

D. The Pharisees attempt to arrest Jesus could not succeed (20).

E. Many people today don’t just disagree that Christ is the only way to God—they are hostile to those of us who see Christ as the only way of salvation!

II.  Many believe that the Father sent Jesus from heaven (21-30).
A. Christ claimed those who reject that God sent him would die in their sins (21-29).

B. However, many people there placed their faith in him (30).

III. All are revealed as of God or Satan (31-59).

A. Believers in Jesus are freed from slavery to be the spiritual descendants of Abraham (31-38).

B. Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father even to the point of trying to kill the messenger (39-59).

Conclusion

1. Main Idea: How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God who saves us from sin? Christ’s claim to be God elicits the best and worst in us.

2. Application: What is your response to the amazing claims of Christ in John 8?  (Liar-Lunatic-Lord)

Bulletin Blanks

Introduction

1. Can people tell the difference between light and darkness?  One would think that this is easy, but not so.  

2. How should we expect people to ____________ to Christ’s claim to be eternal God?
I.  Some are ____________ to Christ as the way of salvation (12-20).

A. Jesus said that those who believe in Him have salvation from the darkness of sin (12).

B. The Pharisees said that Christ needed to prove he could give eternal life with two witnesses (13).

C. Jesus met the Law’s requirement of two witnesses since both he and the Father witness to his deity (14-19).

D. The Pharisees attempt to arrest Jesus could not succeed (20).

E. Many people today don’t just disagree that Christ is the only way to God—they are hostile to those of us who see Christ as the only way of salvation!

II.  Many ____________ that the Father sent Jesus from heaven (21-30).
A. Christ claimed those who reject that God sent him would die in their sins (21-29).

B. However, many people there placed their faith in him (30).

III. All are ____________ as of God or Satan (31-59).

A. Believers in Jesus are freed from slavery to be the spiritual descendants of Abraham (31-38).

B. Those who reject Jesus identify the devil as their father even to the point of trying to kill the messenger (39-59).

Conclusion

1. Main Idea: How should we expect people to respond to Christ’s claim to be eternal God who saves us from sin? Christ’s claim to be God elicits the ____________ and ____________ in us.

2. Application: What is your response to the amazing claims of Christ in John 8?  (Liar-Lunatic-Lord)
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