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The listeners will show God’s compassion by helping people repent.
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Introduction

1. Interest: Many people today think our God is really harsh.

a) Take, for example, the text in Deuteronomy 21:18-21 about the rebellious son: 18“If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city, to the gate of his city. 20 And they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 21 Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear and fear" (NKJV).
b) An atheist responded to this text on a Christian forum “…I read the Bible. I didn’t have too many problems until I read Deuteronomy 21:18-21. I was a bit rebellious when I was a teen. I said horrible things to my father. My father forgave me, of course, but according to the wonderful loving and just God that I was raised to believe in, I should have been stoned to death. This verse raised a fountain of questions for me. If that was the law and that was for the Jews, why would it be good for ancient Jews to kill their children and not for modern Christians to do the same? It shouldn’t be good for anyone ever or whenever to have killed their own children in this horrific manner. I eventually came to the conclusion that God never did exist and that such terrible laws are the writings of priests and scribes that they used to control people. –R. (an atheist) in http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/2010/09/24/feedback-killing-the-rebellious-son
c) Richard Dawkins has probably the worst view of God one can find [read quote].
d) Others see God as one who is even out to kill us!
e) Have you ever noticed that the beautiful things in the world are often attributed to “Mother Nature” while a destructive event is called an “Act of God”?  

f) Or note this ridicule of God where the little girl begs her mother to continue reading to her, saying, “Mommy, read me the part where Jesus says I’m a disgusting sinner who deserves to be tortured in Hell again, Please!”  The author hasn’t read, “Let the children come to me, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.”
2. Need: Do you struggle balancing God’s supposed harshness with his love?

a) People like to portray themselves as the loving ones—and God is cruel! How do you respond to this?

b) Susan has struggled with this even today.  Today is the day in the US where her sister gets married, and the best man is a homosexual.  What a challenge to be the light of Christ balancing both truth and grace.
3. Subject: How can we show God’s true compassion in a world where people think Christianity only judges us?  (Note this is in your bulletin sermon notes.)
4. Text: John 7:53–8:11 is one of the most debated textual problems in the NT.  Should we accept or reject as Scripture the woman caught in adultery story here?

a) Wiersbe notes, “Most scholars seem to agree that the passage is a part of inspired Scripture… In fact, the development of the entire chapter can easily be seen to grow out of this striking event in the temple… The transition from John 7:52 to 8:12 would be too abrupt without a transitional section.” 

b) However, Edwin Blum in The Bible Knowledge Commentary notes, “Almost all textual scholars agree that these verses were not part of the original manuscript of the Gospel of John…The style and vocabulary of this passage differ from the rest of the Gospel, and the passage interrupts the sequence from 7:52-8:12. It is probably a part of true oral tradition which was added to later Greek manuscripts by copyists.”

c) There were three main areas where Scripture was hand copied until the printing press was invented in the 1200s.  Alexandria, Egypt produced the earliest copies—and none of them have this passage.  The Western text type developed in the AD 600s in Rome and includes this passage, as does the even later Byzantine manuscripts.  Since the earliest ones omit it and also show a different style and vocabulary in these verses than the rest of John, most NT scholars don’t consider it part of the original NT.

d) So why are we studying it?  I think this text flows well into the rest of John 8 and is consistent with Christ’s character [explain 3 areas].  Most evangelicals believe that this story did happen, even if John didn’t write it.  I can’t conclusively say John did not write it, so I prefer to give him the benefit of a doubt.
5. Preview: In any case, today we will study the entire text first and then draw some applications.

6. What does this text teach?
a) Show mercy to the repentant—maybe, but we don’t see her repent!

b) Don't let people trap you!

c) Be smarter when you commit adultery so you don’t get caught!

d) Jesus didn’t really follow the Law?  Hmmm…

e) Forgive people before they repent—that's what Jesus does!

f) Don’t be too quick to throw stones?

g) God isn’t serious about sin after all?
7. Transition: Well, I prefer to sum up the entire text by saying it this way…
I.
Jesus showed the true compassion of the Law by forgiving an adulterous woman (7:53–8:11 = EI).  [Here he shows that Moses’ Law was to protect rather than condemn us.]
A. Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to Jesus to retain their power by having Jesus condemn Himself (7:53–8:6a).

1. As we saw in John 7, things are really heating up with Jesus at this point.

2. So the Pharisees figure that the only way to retain their power is to discredit Jesus.

a) So they devise a plan that is foolproof—to put Jesus into a situation where, no matter what he does, he loses.

b) The Law of Moses is such a touchy matter that they cook up a plan to get Jesus into a corner concerning one of the Ten Commandments.  Adultery is the most personal of all the Big Ten, so they hope to trap Jesus into a no-win situation.  

(1) If he says not to stone her––that people don’t really need to regard Moses and obey the Law, he loses by not upholding the Law and thus alienates himself from the common Jews who revered the Law.

(2) However, if he says stone her​––then his compassion for people will be questioned, and he will get into trouble with the Roman rulers since the Jews could not exercise capital punishment.

(3) A perfect plan!  Either way, Pharisees win and Jesus loses—so they thought.

3. Now, how could they actually catch a woman committing adultery?

a) The timing had to be perfect—to throw her down right when Jesus was teaching.

b) Where was the guilty man?  Some think he got away, but I think the Pharisees were far too clever for that to happen.  I think it more likely that he was their accomplice in a premeditated trap.

4. Just two months ago the Taliban in Afghanistan stoned both a man and woman suspected of adultery.

B. But Jesus showed the Pharisee’s sin by following the true compassion of the Law to condemn sinners and redeem the repentant (8:6b-11).

1. The Pharisees show here that they care nothing for people.

a) Swindoll writes, “When we treat people as things, we dehumanize them and destroy something precious inside them.  The scribes and Pharisees were not looking at this woman as a person, but as a thing—an instrument whereby they could formulate a charge against Jesus.  They were using her as a man might use a worthless pawn in a chess game.  To them, she had no name, no personality, no heart, no feelings, no soul.  She was simply an expendable pawn in their strategy to corner Jesus into a checkmate.

b) “Whether you use people for your own pleasure or to prove your point, even a religious point, you are treating those people as things to be used instead of human beings to be loved.”
 

2. Jesus, on the other hand, demonstrates genuine care.

a) He doesn’t try to deflect blame to her partner ‘cuz he knows she’s indeed guilty.

b) But rather than focusing only on her guilt and thus reward the self-righteousness of her accusers, asks for the innocent one to throw the first stone.  In reality, he has done what the Law commanded by authorizing the stoning.

c) However, Jesus shows true care—not just for the woman—but for her accusers too.  Any one of them could have come before him and confessed their plot, their sin, the pride—but none did.

d) But does Christ’s care for us mean that repentance isn’t really important?  Not at all!  He makes sure he teaches the woman not to sin again.

e) The point is that the Law was given not simply to judge us but also to show us how much God loves us.

(So how does all this apply to where we are at today?  What’s the right balance between Law and grace?  I think the central idea is this…)

II.
Show God’s compassion by helping people repent (MI).

A. Don’t make it your chief goal to get non-Christians to live like Christians.

1. Should we legislate morality?  

a) Here is a real buzz question today—“don’t push your morality on me.”  Of course, isn’t all legislation based on morality—or immorality?  In other words, all legislation legislates morality.

b) The real question is whether we are more concerned for people to be moral than to be repentant.  But history has shown that all attempts of Christians to get non-Christians to live like Christians fail miserably!  Let’s hate sin but love sinners.

2. Is adultery the unpardonable sin?  Some think so—but caring for the adulterer is vital!

3. Is pornography the unpardonable sin?  It hurts so many that we must care for those hooked!  I’ve held four men accountable the past four years—especially by getting accountability reports of what they see online.

4. What about divorce?  A Singaporean once asked me, “We’d like your opinion.  A divorced lady wants to become join our church.  Do you think we should do it?”  I was stunned!  “Where does Scripture say we should ostracize divorcees?” I asked.  

B. Are we too distant?  Have a heart for people!

1. I recently had lunch with one of our graduating students. He told me that what he has learned most at SBC is that we should care for people not just to make them Christians—but because they are people made in God’s image.

2. Catholics show the love of God in Singapore by helping battered wives, establishing orphanages, etc.—so where are the Protestants?

3. How should our church show the compassion of Christ?  We must get out of our stained glass Christianity!  Minister to prostitutes?  Orphans?  This text says to…
Conclusion

1. Show true compassion by helping people repent and believe in Jesus (MI). You and I are pawns ourselves, and we can’t do everything.  But every pawn has value!
2. Main Points: Today we saw that…

a) Jesus showed the true compassion of the Law by forgiving an adulterous woman (7:53–8:11 = EI).

b) And we should show God’s compassion by helping people repent.
3. Exhortation/Application: How can you show true compassion?

a) Do you find yourself more a person of Law than grace?

b) Are you willing to ask God to give you a genuine heart for people?  Who?

4. (Newser reported this week…) – “The image is a heartbreaking one: 16-year-old Sladjana Vidovic lying in an open casket, dressed in the sparkly pink dress she had intended to wear to prom. It's an image that has been repeated three more times at Mentor High School, an institution that has seen three suicides and one overdose in the past two years. All were victims of bullying: Vidovic, a native Croatian, was teased for her accent and called ‘Slutty Jana’; one was harassed for having a learning disability, another for being gay, a fourth for being a boy who wore pink.”

5. At the funeral, “the family watched, said Sladjana's sister, as the girls who had tormented her for months walked up to the casket—and laughed.”

6. That was two years ago—and 3 suicides ago at that high school.  Sladjana would be 18 now—and my youngest son John turns 18 this month—so this really impacted John.  John told me Friday, “Young Life could have saved her!”  I responded, “You can be sure she didn’t have even one friend with a heart for her.”

7. Prayer for the compassion of Christ that values people more than rules
Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The controversy between Christ and the Jerusalem leaders 
Questions

1. Should we accept or reject he woman caught in adultery story of 7:53–8:11 as Scripture?

Wiersbe notes, “Is the story of the woman taken in adultery a part of Scripture? If it is, where does it belong in the Gospel record? John 7:53–8:11 is not found in some of the ancient manuscripts; where it is found, it is not always in this location in John’s Gospel. Most scholars seem to agree that the passage is a part of inspired Scripture (“a fragment of authentic Gospel material,” says Dr. F.F. Bruce) regardless of where it is placed. 

“To many of us, the story fits right here! In fact, the development of the entire chapter can easily be seen to grow out of this striking event in the temple. Our Lord’s declaration on His being the Light of the world (John 8:12) certainly fits, and so do His words about true and false judgment (John 8:15–16, 26). The repeated phrase “die in your sins” (John 8:21, 24) would clearly relate to the judgment of the woman; and the fact that the chapter ends with an attempt to stone Jesus shows a perfect parallel to the opening story. The transition from John 7:52 to 8:12 would be too abrupt without a transitional section.” 

Note on 7:53-8:11
7:53-8:11. Almost all textual scholars agree that these verses were not part of the original manuscript of the Gospel of John. The NIV states in brackets that “The earliest and most reliable manuscripts do not have John 7:53-8:11.” The style and vocabulary of this passage differ from the rest of the Gospel, and the passage interrupts the sequence from 7:52-8:12. It is probably a part of true oral tradition which was added to later Greek manuscripts by copyists. 

2. What is the key teaching of 7:53–8:11?

3. How could Jesus be justified in not upholding the Law’s demand of death for the woman (8:7)?

NLT:

[The most ancient Greek manuscripts do not include John 7:53–8:11.]

53 Then the meeting broke up, and everybody went home.

A Woman Caught in Adultery
8 Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, 2 but early the next morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd soon gathered, and he sat down and taught them. 3 As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd.
4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 The law of Moses says to stone her. What do you say?”

6 They were trying to trap him into saying something they could use against him, but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. 7 They kept demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” 8 Then he stooped down again and wrote in the dust.

9 When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 10 Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?”
11 “No, Lord,” she said.

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more” (NLT)
Outlines (Steps 2-5)

True Compassion
John 7:53–8:11
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea: The way Jesus shows the true compassion of the Law in contrast to the Pharisees’ desire to secure their power was by forgiving an adulterous woman.
I.
The purpose the Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to Jesus was to retain their power by Jesus condemning Himself (7:53–8:6a).

A. The setting is the temple where the authority of Jesus has already come in conflict with that of the Pharisees (7:53–8:2).
1. Controversy on Christ as Israel’s guide the previous day at the temple had ended with everyone having gotten a night’s rest (7:53).
2. After sleeping on the Mount of Olives, the next morning Christ continued teaching at the temple (8:1-2).
B. The purpose the Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to Jesus was to try to retain their power by Jesus condemning Himself (8:3-6a).

1. The Pharisees brought an adulterous woman before Christ and asked if Jesus would judge her according to the Law (8:3-5).

2. The intent of the Pharisees was to only pretend to follow the Law when in reality they only wanted to secure their power (8:6a).
II.
The result of Jesus following the true compassion of the Law to condemn sinners and forgive the repentant was to show the Pharisee’s sin (8:6b-11).

A. The way Jesus avoided the Pharisee trap by upholding both the Law and the people it protects was to show that the Law was for imperfect people like them (8:6b-8). 
B. The result of Christ revealing the Pharisees’ hypocrisy was to shame them and deliver the woman (8:9-11).
Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will show God’s compassion by helping people repent.
Homiletical Outline (Simple inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How can we show God’s true compassion in a world where people think Christianity only judges us?
Introduction

1. Interest: Many people think our God is really harsh (examples).
2. Need: Do you struggle with balancing the Bible’s harshness about God with knowing He also is love?
3. Subject: How can we show God’s true compassion in a world where people think Christianity only judges us?
4. Background: The Pharisee power structure is at stake because of Jesus’ teaching.
5. Text: John 7:53–8:11 is one of the most debated textual problems in the NT (explain).
6. Preview: Today we will study the entire text first and then draw some applications.
7. Transition: I sum up the entire text by saying it this way…
I.
Jesus showed the true compassion of the Law by forgiving an adulterous woman (7:53–8:11 = EI).
A. Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to Jesus to retain their power by having Jesus condemn Himself (7:53–8:6a).

B. But Jesus showed the Pharisee’s sin by following the true compassion of the Law to condemn sinners and redeem the repentant (8:6b-11).

II.
Show God’s compassion by helping people repent (MI).

A. Don’t make it your chief goal to get non-Christians to live like Christians.

1. Should we legislate morality?  

2. Is adultery the unpardonable sin?  Divorce (GBC question)?

B. Are we too distant?  Have a heart for people!

1. Raj has learned at SBC that we should care for people not just to make them Christians—but because they are people made in God’s image.

2. Catholics show the love of God in Singapore by helping battered wives, establishing orphanages, etc.—so where are the Protestants?

3. What should our church do to show the compassion of Christ?  (Ministry to prostitutes?  Not by men!)
Conclusion

1. Show true compassion by helping people repent and believe in Jesus (MI restated).

2. Main Points
a) Jesus showed the true compassion of the Law by forgiving an adulterous woman (7:53–8:11 = EI).

b) We show genuine care for people when we help them see their real need in Christ.
3. Exhortation/Application: How can you show true compassion?

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Show mercy to the repentant—maybe, but we don’t see her repent!

Don't let people trap you!

Be smarter when you commit adultery so you don’t get caught!

Jesus didn’t really follow the Law?  Hmmm…

Forgive people before they repent—that's what Jesus does!

Don’t be too quick to throw stones?

God isn’t serious about sin after all?
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Christianity is portrayed poorly in the media—rarely do you see a pastor or Christian demonstrate compassion, improve people’s conditions, help in disaster relief, or especially show that Christ loves us.  Generally the name of Jesus is used as a swear word!

2. …I read the Bible. I didn’t have too many problems until I read Deuteronomy 21:18-21. I was a bit rebellious when I was a teen. I said horrible things to my father. My father forgave me, of course, but according to the wonderful loving and just God that I was raised to believe in, I should have been stoned to death. This verse raised a fountain of questions for me. If that was the law and that was for the Jews, why would it be good for ancient Jews to kill their children and not for modern Christians to do the same? It shouldn’t be good for anyone ever or whenever to have killed their own children in this horrific manner. I eventually came to the conclusion that God never did exist and that such terrible laws are the writings of priests and scribes that they used to control people.
–R. (an atheist) in http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/2010/09/24/feedback-killing-the-rebellious-son
Deuteronomy 21:18–21

The Rebellious Son 

18 “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city, to the gate of his city. 20 And they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 21 Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear and fear (NKJV).
A. Wednesday, June 9, 2010

1. Jail time for adultery 

90 days in jail and a $500 fine for committing adultery? Absolutely. Especially since adultery is a crime against the entire society.

 

The story of a New York wife caught my attention today. This woman had adulterous relations in public with a man and they were caught. Their initial punishable offense was to do their act in public view, and upon investigation when the police discovered she was married, they added the charge of adultery as well, a charge apparently carrying a punishment in New York state of 90 days in jail and/or a $500 fine. Very early in the article the attempt to compare this punishment with the inhuman punishments delivered under Sharia Law is weakly proffered despite the fact that the United States has had laws like this nearly since it's official inception. A part of this woman’s stated defense is that her husband is a “transgendered” person and the couple has never consummated the marriage. Thus, society should understand her infidelity.

Um…no. By the way, notice how something that should be so shocking to us is a mere blurb in the original report, "transgender". This is how far and how fast we are falling that the discussion is not about this intentional blurring of gender, nor the inherent evil of adultery, nor the public fornication, but the fact that she may be punished for cheating on her husband!

You see, since society punishes actions that are damaging to its framework, it should punish adultery too since adultery attacks the basic building block of society: marriage and family. Now before anybody blows off what I’m bringing since this lady says her husband is “transgendered” I’ll address that first. Until you aren’t married, you are married, and bound by your word and character to observe your vows until you aren’t married any longer. Situation addressed.

How can the act of adultery be so dangerous to the society in which it occurs? Break down the body of any society and you’ll find that the basic unit of life is the family. The family is bonded by marriage. The covenant of marriage is the most basic and binding agreement two humans can make. In history we see that as countries formed and expanded it was family units who pushed forth to occupy new lands and form cities. The single person isn’t driven to settle and expand in the same way a married (committed) couple or family is. He or she is generally not tied to the area at all and is free and willing to leave when the first good offer comes. 

An area filled with single people is not a stable society because people are always coming and going. As an area fills with families, it grows. More land is annexed, more people settle there including single people, businesses open because they realize this is a good place to start making money, recreational organizations form or move in, a peace-keeping force develops and so on, and so on.

Husbands/fathers have made the commitment to protect and prosper their loved ones, and their efforts to do so benefit the entire community as they work, and then spend the money they’ve earned right there in the community, or the greater community area. (Even in a modern, fully developed area where people utilize the Internet or mail order for shopping their taxes still fuel the local area with married couples and families paying more in taxes than singles.)

There are psychological benefits in a proper marriage. A person gets the peace and confidence of secure living even if the outer circumstances are shaky. They get the committed love that most of us need, they take fewer physical risks than a fun-loving single person with no one waiting at home, and these things contribute to better health in the married person. Add these factors to the stability that marriage and family provide and you see why marriage is the heart of society. Mess with marriage, mess with society. This is another reason to defend marriage as the covenant institution of one man and one woman, nothing else. Like I wrote before, mess with marriage, mess with society.

Now let’s examine the legal issue. Actions that disrupt society are already punished by law. Causing a riot, false advertising, intentional selling of faulty products or services and counterfeiting official currency are all punished unquestionably. Along with these are the actions which violate the rights of other members of society like murder, assault and theft. 



Taking a look at any society in which a high regard for marriage is eroded you can see how that society degrades. Look at the United States and how far we have fallen socially and other wise since taking the low view of marriage largely rooted in the “free love” movement of the 1960s. We’re at the point now nearly 50 years later where men are being allowed to marry men, women to marry women, and in one particularly twisted instance in the country of Israel of all places , a woman “married” a dolphin.

Adultery isn’t just a painful blow to the lives of (at least) three people. Assaulting marriage is an assault on the fabric of society, and if we’re going to punish any other assault on society we must punish adultery as well. I see no problem with fines and jail time. If you don’t want to go to jail, honor your marriage. 

(To avoid any misunderstanding, the chief reason for a high view of marriage is because of God’s view of marriage. He created it as the highest covenant one human can make with another and uses it as a metaphor of Jesus Christ’s relationship with His Church. That’s the primary reason. I just wanted to address the article about a law against adultery.)




Posted by ~Mark at 8:51 PM 


At Ohio School, 4 Bullied Teens Lost to Suicide

A. Tragedy at Mentor High School

[image: image5.jpg]



By Kate Schwartz,  Newser Staff 

Posted Oct 8, 2010 7:31 AM CDT 

 (Newser) – The image is a heartbreaking one: 16-year-old Sladjana Vidovic lying in an open casket, dressed in the sparkly pink dress she had intended to wear to prom. It's an image that has been repeated three more times at Mentor High School, an institution that has seen three suicides and one overdose in the past two years. All were victims of bullying: Vidovic, a native Croatian, was teased for her accent and called "Slutty Jana"; one was harassed for having a learning disability, another for being gay, a fourth for being a boy who wore pink. 

Now two families, including the Vidovics, are suing the school district. Vidovic's parents reportedly begged the school to intervene many times, and say it promised to take care of Sladjana—but when they asked to see records related to their reports of bullying, the school said they were destroyed during a switch to computers. And the Vidovics say they haven't seen much soul-searching among the bullies in Mentor: The family watched, said Sladjana's sister, as the girls who had tormented her for months walked up to the casket—and laughed. Some students say the problem is Mentor's culture of conformity: If you're not an athlete or cheerleader, you're not cool. And if you're not cool, you're a prime target for the bullies, reports the AP.

Bulletin fill-in

Introduction

1. Many people think our God is really harsh.
2. How can we show God’s true compassion in a world where people think Christianity only judges us?
I.
Jesus showed the true compassion of the Law by forgiving an adulterous woman (7:53–8:11).
A. Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to Jesus to retain their power by having Jesus condemn Himself (7:53–8:6a).

B. But Jesus showed the Pharisee’s sin by following the true compassion of the Law to condemn sinners and redeem the repentant (8:6b-11).

II.
Show God’s compassion by helping people repent.

A. Don’t make it your chief goal to get non-Christians to live like Christians.

B. Are we too distant?  Have a heart for people!

Conclusion

1. Show true compassion by helping people repent and believe in Jesus (Main Idea).

2. How can you show true compassion?

Bulletin blanks

Introduction

1. Many people think our God is really harsh.
2. How can we show God’s true compassion in a world where people think Christianity only ___________ us?
I.
Jesus showed the true compassion of the Law by ____________ an adulterous woman (7:53–8:11).
A. Pharisees brought an adulterous woman to Jesus to retain their power by having Jesus condemn Himself (7:53–8:6a).

B. But Jesus showed the Pharisee’s sin by following the true compassion of the Law to condemn sinners and redeem the repentant (8:6b-11).

II.
Show God’s compassion by helping people ______________.

A. Don’t make it your chief goal to get non-Christians to live like Christians.

B. Are we too distant?  Have a heart for people!

Conclusion

1. Show true compassion by helping people repent and believe in Jesus (Main Idea).

2. How can you show true compassion?

Possible Applications (Step 6)
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